
City Council Workshop

City of Sachse, Texas

Meeting Agenda

Sachse City Hall

3815-B Sachse Road

Sachse, Texas 75048

Council Chambers6:30 PMMonday, December 7, 2015

The Mayor and Sachse City Council request that all cell phones be turned off or set to vibrate. Members of the 

audience are requested to step outside the Council Chambers to respond or to conduct a phone conversation.

The City Council of the City of Sachse will hold a Workshop Session on Monday, December 

7, 2015, at 6:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers at Sachse City Hall, 3815 Sachse Road, 

Building B, Sachse, Texas to discuss the following items of business:

1. Discussion Items.

15-3146 Discuss truck routes in the City of Sachse.

Truck Routes Presentation

Attachment A - Thoroughfare Plan

Attachment B - Truck Route Map

Attachment C - Ordinance 3408

Attachments:

2. Discuss any City Council meeting agenda items.

Please note:These items are for discussion purposes only and no Council action will be taken. The workshop 

session is for City Council and staff discussion. Citizen input is not permitted on this agenda.

3. Adjournment.

As authorized by Section 551.071(2) of the Texas Government Code, this meeting may be 

convened into closed Executive Session at any time during the City Council workshop or 

regular meeting for the purpose of seeking confidential legal advice from the City Attorney on 

any workshop or regular meeting agenda item listed herein.

  

Posted: December 4, 2015; 5:00 p.m. 

_______________________________________

Michelle Lewis Sirianni, City Secretary

If you plan to attend this public meetng and you have a disability that requires special 

arrangements at the meeting, please contact Michelle Lewis Sirianni, City Secretary at (972) 

495-1212, 48 hours prior to the scheduled meeting date.
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Title
Discuss truck routes in the City of Sachse.

Background
Truck routes are established in order to identify the proper transportation routes for large
commercial vehicles within and through the City. As the City and our region continue to
grow, it is necessary to periodically review commercial transportation routes. The City of
Sachse Thoroughfare Plan is shown in Attachment A. A map of the current truck routes in
the City is shown in Attachment B.

Chapter 9, Section 8 of The Code of Ordinances of the City of Sachse, Texas, identifies truck
routes and vehicle load limits for public roads in the City, including:

Current Truck Routes
     • State Highway 78 (no maximum weight)
     • The President George Bush Turnpike (no maximum weight)
     • Park Lane (no maximum weight)
     • Industrial Drive (no maximum weight)
     • Merritt Road - from Pleasant Valley to the South City Limit (no maximum weight)
     • Pleasant Valley Road (no maximum weight)
     • Miles Road - from Bunker Hill to the South City Limit (no maximum weight)
     • Murphy Road (60,000 lb maximum weight)

Current Load-Zoned Streets
• Williford Road (15,000 lb maximum vehicle weight)
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File #: 15-3146, Version: 1

• Dewitt Road (15,000 lb maximum vehicle weight)
• Bailey Road (15,000 lb maximum vehicle weight)

All Other City Streets
Vehicles shall not exceed

• a single axle load of 12,000 pounds
• a tandem axle load of 36,000 pounds
• a gross vehicle weight of 48,000 pounds

Current Load-Zoned Bridges
• Sachse Road Bridge west of Bailey Road (80,000 lb maximum vehicle weight)

The last update to these requirements was by City Ordinance 3408, dated August 6, 2012.
(Attachment C)

If any changes are requested, staff will make the necessary revisions to the current City
Ordinance, and bring a revised ordinance back to the City Council for consideration at a
future meeting.

Policy Considerations
None.

Budgetary Considerations
None at this time.

Staff Recommendations
Staff recommends that the City Council discuss truck routes for the City of Sachse, Texas,
and provide staff direction as necessary.
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Truck Routes
City Council

December 7, 2015

Overview

 Current Ordinance 

 Map of current Sachse truck routes

 Map of current truck routes in Wylie, Murphy & Garland

 Bridge load ratings on Sachse & Merritt Road

 Map of potential truck routes

 Discussion & Next Steps
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Code of Ordinances: Chapter 9- Traffic 
Regulations

 Section 9‐8 Truck Routes & Vehicle Weights

 A) Operation of truck in residential area. No tractor or truck‐tractor 

combination shall be operated on any predominantly residential street between 

the hours of 9:30 p.m. to 6:30 a.m. 

 B) Truck routes established. Every U.S. and state highway and the following 

streets within the city are hereby designated as truck routes under the terms of 

this section and limited to the following maximum city designated gross weights: 

U.S. Highways No maximum weight limits

State Highways No maximum weight limits

Park Lane No maximum weight limits

Industrial Drive No maximum weight limits

Murphy Road 60,000 lbs. maximum weight limit

Merritt Road from Pleasant Valley to 
South City Limits

No maximum weight limits

Pleasant Valley Road No maximum weight limits

Miles Road from Bunker Hill to South 
City Limits

No maximum weight limits

Code of Ordinances: Chapter 9- Traffic 
Regulations Continued

 C. Specified load‐limited streets. It shall be unlawful to operate any motor 

vehicles with a gross weight in excess of 15,000 pounds upon the following 

streets: 

 1) Williford Road

 2) Dewitt Road

 3) Bailey Road

 D. Specified load‐limited bridges. It shall be unlawful for any vehicle with a 

registered weight in excess of 80,000 pounds to traverse and cross, or travel 

upon: 

 1) Sachse Road Bridge, 5900 Block of Sachse Road, crossing Longbranch Creek.

 E. General maximum vehicle local load limit. Except where specifically 

provided in this section, the maximum vehicle load limit on any street of the city, 

other than those streets designated as U.S. and state highways and city 

designated truck routes, shall not exceed a single axle load of 12,000 pounds, a 

tandem axle load of 36,000 pounds, and a gross vehicle weight of 48,000 pounds. 
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Code of Ordinances: Chapter 9- Traffic 
Regulations Continued

 F. Exceptions. The provisions and/or restrictions of this section shall not apply 

to Sachse Road Bridge crossing Longbranch Creek. Ambulance, police, fire and 

school vehicles may use the bridge at any time. All other vehicles must be under 

the load limit posted for Sachse Road Bridge (as identified in section D. specified 

load‐limited bridges) or use the designated truck route. 

 1) Permitted vehicles. To owners and/or operators of commercial motor 

vehicles, truck‐tractors, semi‐trailers, or any combination thereof, who have 

secured a permit to drive, operate or move, or cause to be driven, operated 

or moved, a vehicle pursuant to the permit requirements of this section. In 

order for this exception to apply, the owner and/or operator of any such 

"permitted vehicle" shall carry evidence of the secured permit at all times. 

 2) Emergency vehicles. To emergency vehicles operating in response to any 

emergency call. 

Code of Ordinances: Chapter 9- Traffic 
Regulations Continued

 3) Public utility vehicles. To any city, county and/or state vehicles or vehicles 

operated by a public utility while cruising in any assigned area for the purpose of 

inspecting the facilities of a public utility or public improvement and/or providing 

maintenance or construction service to said public improvements or facilities. 

 4) Solid waste transport. To vehicles used exclusively to transport solid waste 

(except hazardous waste), as defined in the Solid Waste Disposal Act (Article 

4477‐7, V.T.C.S.), which may be operated upon the city streets with a tandem axle 

gross load not to exceed 44,000 pounds, a single axle gross load not to exceed 

20,000 pounds and a gross load for the vehicle not to exceed 64,000 pounds, 

provided that where the vehicle is to be operated with a tandem axle gross load 

in excess of 34,000 pounds, the owner, except if the owner is a municipality, of 

such vehicle shall first file with the city a surety bond in the principal sum of 

$15,000.00 for each vehicle; said bond to be conditioned that the owner of such 

vehicle will pay to the city, within the limit of such bond, all damages done to the 

city streets by reason of the operation of such vehicle with a tandem axle gross 

load in excess of 34,000 pounds; such bonds shall be subject to the approval of 

the city attorney. All bonds shall expire on August 31st of each year. 
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Vehicle Classifications by Weight

Map of Sachse Current Truck Routes

State Highway 78

Murphy 
Road

PGBT

Park Lane & 
Industrial Drive

Merritt Road

Pleasant Valley 
Road

Miles Rd.
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Map of Current Truck Routes in Wylie

Map of Current Truck Routes in Murphy

Farm to Market 544

Murphy 
Rd.
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Map of Current Truck Routes in Garland

S. Shiloh Rd.

N. Garland Ave.

Belt Line Rd.

Hwy 66

Country Club Rd.

Pleasant Valley Rd.

Centerville Rd.

Sachse Road & Merritt Road Bridge Load 
Ratings

 Sachse Road Bridge at City Limit

 It is unlawful for any vehicle with a registered weight in excess of 80,000 
pounds to traverse and cross, or travel upon.

 Ambulance, police, fire and school vehicles may use the bridge at any 
time. All other vehicles must be under the load limit posted for Sachse 
Road Bridge (as identified in section D. specified load‐limited bridges) or 
use the designated truck route. 

 Sachse Road Bridge at Bailey Road

 The gross weight for any motor vehicle on Bailey Road should not exceed 
15,000 pounds

 Merritt Road Bridge

 There is no maximum weight on Merritt Road from Pleasant Valley to 
South City Limits.
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Map of Potential Truck Routes

Bunker Hill 
Road

Future Bunker 
Hill Road

Discussion & Next Steps

 Discuss current Truck Routes in the City

 Discuss any potential changes to truck routes

 Staff will take feedback from the City Council 
and:
 Make any requested changes to the City Ordinance

 Return to the City Council with an updated City 
Ordinance for Council Consideration
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ORDINANCE NO.     3408

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF SACHSE, TEXAS, AMENDING THE
CODE OF ORDINANCES BY AMENDING CHAPTER 9 TITLED
TRAFFIC REGULATIONS"  BY AMENDING SECTION 9- 4 TITLED
SPEED LIMITS" TO AMEND THE MAXIMUM PRIMA FACIE SPEED

LIMITS FOR BUNKER HILL ROAD, MERRITT ROAD AND HUDSON
DRIVE AND ESTABLISHING A SCHOOL ZONE ON A PORTION OF
HUDSON DRIVE;  BY AMENDING SECTION 9- 8 TITLED  " TRUCK

ROUTES AND VEHICLE WEIGHTS"  BY ESTABLISHING TRUCK

ROUTES ON PORTIONS OF MERRITT ROAD AND MILES ROAD;
PROVIDING A REPEALING CLAUSE;   PROVIDING A SAVINGS

CLAUSE; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR
A PENALTY OF FINE NOT TO EXCEED THE SUM OF TWO
HUNDRED    ($200.00)    DOLLARS FOR EACH OFFENSE;    AND

PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, Section 545. 356 of the Transportation Code provides that whenever the

governing body of the City shall determine upon the basis of an engmeenng and traffic
investigation that any pnma facie speed therein set forth is greater or less than is reasonable or safe
under the conditions found to exist at any intersection or other place or upon any part of a street or
highway within the City, taking into consideration the width and condition of the pavement and
other circumstances on such portion of said street or highway, as well as the usual traffic thereon,
said governing body may determine and declare a reasonable and safe pnma facie speed limit
thereat or thereon by the passage of an ordinance, which shall be effective when appropnate signs
giving notice thereof are erected at such intersection or other place or part of the street or highway;
and,

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Sachse,  Texas,  upon the basis of an
engineering and traffic investigation finds it necessary to alter pnma facie maximum speed limits
established by Section 545. 356 of the Transportation Code, the following puma facie speed limits
hereafter indicated for vehicles are hereby determined and declared to be reasonable and safe, and
such speed limits are hereby fixed at the rate of speed indicated for vehicles traveling upon the
named streets and highways, or parts thereof; and,

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF SACHSE, TEXAS, THAT

SECTION 1 That Chapter 9 " Traffic Regulations" of the City of Sachse Code of
Ordinances be, and the same is hereby amended by amending Section 9- 4 " Speed limits" to read
as follows.

Chapter 9

TRAFFIC REGULATIONS

Page 1 of 4



Sec. 9- 4 Speed limits.

B Special speed zones.  Pursuant to subsection A(3) above, the following streets, or
portions thereof, are designated as special speed zones. A person commits an offense if he or she

drives a vehicle in a special speed zone at a speed greater than is reasonable and prudent under

the circumstances then existing.  Except when a special hazard exists that requires lower speeds

for compliance with the preceding sentence, the limits specified in this subsection shall be
lawful, but any speed in excess of the limits specified in this subsection shall be prima facie
evidence that the speed is not reasonable or prudent and that it is unlawful

6)      Bunker Hill Road:

Southbound from S. H. 78 to Miles Road to be 40 MPH

Northbound from Miles Road to S. H. 78 to be 40 MPH

8)      Merritt Road.

Southbound from Sachse Road to south city limits to be 40 MPH
Northbound from south city limits to Sachse Road to be 40 MPH

11)    3rd Street

Eastbound from Blackburn Road to DeWitt Road to be 35 MPH.

Westbound from DeWitt Road to Blackburn Road to be 35 MPH

12)    Hudson Drive

Eastbound from Miles Road for a distance of approximately 1, 760 feet east to be
20 MPH

Westbound from approximately 1, 760 feet east of Miles Road to Miles Road to be
20 MPH

C School zones.

i)       The portion of Hudson Drive, both eastbound and westbound, that falls within the

area from a point 1, 760 feet east of Miles Road to the intersection with Miles

Road, dunng the hours of 6. 30 a.m. to 9. 15 a.m. and 2. 00 p.m. to 4 15 p.m.

Page 2 of 4



Sec. 9-8.       Truck routes and vehicle weights.

A.       Operation of truck in residential area. No tractor or truck-tractor combination
shall be operated on any predominantly residential street between the hours of
9. 30 p.m. to 6. 30 a.m.

B Truck routes established. Every U S and state highway and the following streets
within the city are hereby designated as truck routes under the terms of this
section and limited to the following maximum city designated gross weights

1) U S Highways No maximum weight limits

2) State Highways No maximum weight limits

3) Park Lane No maximum weight limits

4) Industrial Drive No maximum weight limits

5) Murphy Road 60,000 lbs. maximum weight limit

6) Merritt Road from Pleasant Valley to South City Limits No maximum weight limits

7) Pleasant Valley Road No maximum weight limits

8) Miles Road from Bunker Hill to South City Limits No maximum weight limits

SECTION 2.  That any provisions of the ordinances of the City of Sachse in conflict with
the provisions of this ordinance be and the same are hereby repealed and any provisions not so m
conflict shall remain in force and effect.

SECTION 3.  That an offense committed before the effective date of this ordinance is

governed by the prior law and the provisions of the Code of Ordinances as amended, in effect when
the offense was committed and the former law is continued m effect for this purpose.

SECTION 4. That should any sentence,  paragraph,  subdivision,  clause,  phrase or

section of this ordinance be adjudged or held to be unconstitutional, illegal, or invalid, the same

shall not affect the validity of this ordinance as a whole, or any part or provision thereof other
than the part so decided to be invalid, illegal, or unconstitutional, and shall not affect the validity
of the Code of Ordinances as a whole.

SECTION 5.  That any person, firm or corporation violating any of the provisions or terms
of this ordinance shall be subject to the same penalty as provided for in Code of Ordinances of the
City of Sachse, as heretofore amended, and upon conviction shall be punished by fine not to exceed
the sum of two hundred dollars ($200 00) for each offense, and each and every day such violation
shall continue shall constitute a separate offense.

SECTION 6.  That this Ordinance shall take effect immediately from and after its passage
and the publication of the caption as the law in such cases provides.
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PASSED AND APPROVED by the City Council of the City of Sachse, Texas on the

MA day of ft 1113 L 7 2012

APP'   1.7 D

M'0' e elix

Mayor

DULY ENROLL.. i•

V/
Terry Smith
City Secretary

APPROVED AS TO FORM

Peter G Smith

City Attorney
JJG/6- 25- 12/ 56069)
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