
 

City of Sachse, Texas 
Planning and Zoning Commission 

 

Minutes of the Regular Meeting of February 8, 2010 

Time:  7:00 PM Place:  Sachse City Hall 

 

Members Present:     Members Absent: 
Warren Becker             

David Hock       

Scott Everett       

Robert Corbin      Staff Present: 

Jeanie Marten      Barry Shelton, Community Development Director 

Wally Sparks      Michael Spencer, Building Official 

Stephen Curtis      Charlotte Youngblood, Secretary 

      

       Others Present: 
       Bill Adams, City Council Liaison 

 

Chairperson Scott Everett opened the regular meeting of the Planning and Zoning Commission at 7:00 

p.m. and a quorum was declared.   

 

Consent Agenda 

 

1. Consider the approval of the minutes for the January 25, 2010 regular Planning and 

Zoning Commission meeting:  David Hock made a motion to approve the minutes for the January 25, 

2010 regular Planning and Zoning Commission meeting and Robert Corbin seconded the motion.  With all 

voting in favor the motion passed unanimously. 

 

2. Consider approval of the minutes for the January 25, 2010 Planning and Zoning 

Commission Workshop:  Warren Becker made a motion to approve the minutes with corrections to 

include an omitted word.  David Hock seconded the motion.  With all voting in favor the motion was 

passed unanimously. 

 

Regular Agenda 

 

 3. Conduct a public hearing and consider amendments to Chapter 11, Article 4 of the Sachse 

Code of Ordinances by adding Section 9, which will regulate the installation of private wind energy 

systems:  Barry Shelton, Community Development Director, made a PowerPoint presentation and 

discussed the proposed ordinance which would create a section of the zoning ordinance detailing the 

specifics for installing a private wind energy system.  He stated that the City of Sachse currently allows 

the use of private wind energy systems by SUP only.  The City Council has previously approved five 

private wind generators on three properties and included the same provisions for all.  City Council has 

directed staff to solidify the standards so citizens know exactly what to expect.  Mr. Shelton stated that we 

could restrict the height to 42 feet without going through the SUP process or we could put in 62 feet 

maximum height.  Mr. Sparks asked what the maximum height is currently allowed by code for all 

structures in the city.  Mr. Shelton stated that the maximum height was 90 feet.  Mr. Everett asked what 

the preferred height is for one.  Barry stated that it depends on the location and turbulence in the area.  

Warren Becker asked about future growth areas if property was sold off to development and no longer 

meet the setback requirements for the windmill.  Mr. Shelton said that we could put in the ordinance under  
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maintenance and abandonment that the property owner must maintain the required setbacks or remove the  

tower completely.  Staff recommends the approval of the proposed ordinance with any changes or 

recommendations the commission might have.  Robert Corbin asked if a different size lot requirement 

would be appropriate because if anyone did homework they would not put one up because it is not 

feasible.  David Hock asked if there should be a different height requirement for residential and 

commercial uses.  He stated that 60 foot requirement would not even work for a commercial building 

because of the height restriction.  Stephen Curtis asked if it is reasonable to create an ordinance say for 

potentially 50 people who own lots that would qualify.  He also was concerned that we did not have 

enough information on roof mounted systems and should look at a more stringent ordinance.  Scott Everett 

felt that two acres may be too small if it cannot be located next to any structures.  He was concerned about 

the ordinance not requiring it be neutral in color.  Wally Sparks asked what if the property owner attached 

an antenna to it.  Mr. Shelton stated that we can specify in the provisions that would limit all other uses of 

the pole.  Stephen Curtis asked about regulating the actual blade size.  Mr. Shelton said he could research 

what would be appropriate diameters for the blade size.  Robert Corbin asked about fencing requirements.  

Mr. Shelton stated that it is a monopole and not climbable.  Robert Corbin said he did not see that 

specified.  Mr. Shelton said we will make sure it is.  Stephen Curtis asked if the decibel requirements were 

reasonable.  Mr. Shelton said it is measured at the property lines and the system can meet that 

requirement.  Stephen Curtis thought we should include a definition for FAA.  Stephen Curtis also asked 

what could be done to ensure these are maintained and kept running.  He asked about a possible yearly 

registration or permit like the alarm systems on our homes.  Jeanie Marten stated that she did not want it to 

become a revenue source.  Warren Becker asked if a yearly inspection could be done by the city.  More 

discussion followed.  Michael Spencer, Building Official, stated that the owner has private property rights 

and city officials cannot legally go on to that property unless invited.  The city has no legal right to go on 

to that property unless there is imminent danger.  Mr. Shelton said a private wind energy system would be 

handled like normal code enforcement issues.  More discussion followed.  

 

Chairperson Scott Everett opened the Public Hearing at 8:13 p.m. 

 

Don Herzog, Herzog Development, stated that he was concerned about the roof mounted systems and 

asked the city to get with the HOA’s board and directors before moving forward with the item. 

 

Jeanie Marten made a motion to close the Public Hearing.  Wally Sparks seconded the motion.  The 

motion passed unanimously with all voting in favor and the Public Hearing was closed at 8:14 p.m. 

 

Jeanie Marten said that she would like to table the item and bring it back with the changes that were 

discussed tonight.  Mr. Shelton reviewed some of the changes discussed tonight which included: 

 

1) Height of the tower being 62 foot maximum by right and greater than 62 foot would require SUP 

2) Distance from structure would be the height of the tower equal to the height of the tower plus three 

feet 

3) Define FAA 

4) Neutral color be specified 

5) Limit other uses of the poles 

6) Define tower as a monopole 

7) Maintain setbacks – if there is future lot development 

8) Consult manufacturer on size of blade requirements 
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Jeanie Marten made a motion to table the item until changes made can be reviewed.  Stephen Curtis 

seconded the motion.  The motion passed with all voting in favor.   

 

4. Conduct a public hearing and consider the amendments to the Transportation Section of the 

City of Sachse Comprehensive Plan:  Chairperson Scott Everett announced a five minute recess.  The 

meeting reconvened at 8:25 p.m.  Mr. Shelton introduced the item.  He stated that the Transportation 

Section of the City’s Comprehensive Plan serves as a general guide for long range growth and 

development of the City’s future roadways.  The subdivision ordinance refers to the thoroughfare plan and 

when development occurs the developers are required to build the roads and trails that are indicated on the 

plan.  Mr. Shelton highlighted the changes to the map as illustrated on the attached maps.  Jeanie Marten 

asked about addressing the realignment of Merritt Road and Woodbridge Parkway.  Mr. Shelton stated 

that ultimately the alignment would directly connect with Merritt Road and Woodbridge Parkway and we 

could include that change also.  More discussion followed.  Bill Adams, City Council Liaison, stated that 

the Merritt Road and Woodbridge Parkway alignment has got to happen and it is being addressed by staff. 

 

Chairperson Scott Everett opened the Public Hearing at 8:56 p.m.  No one spoke at the public hearing.  

Warren Becker made a motion to close the Public Hearing.  With all voting in favor the motion passed and 

the Public Hearing was closed at 8:57 p.m. 

 

Jeanie Marten asked if the realignment of Hudson Road is what is reflected on the Heritage Park 

Preliminary Plat the commission just approved.  Barry said it did.  Jeanie Marten made a motion to 

approve the amendments to the Thoroughfare Plan with the addition of the Merritt Road / Woodbridge 

Parkway alignment.  David Hock seconded the motion with all voting in favor the motion passed 

unanimously.  

 

There being no further business, Jeanie Marten made a motion to adjourn.  Robert Corbin seconded the 

motion with all voting in favor the meeting was adjourned at 8:59 p.m. 

 

 

 

 
_________________________    ______________________   
Original Signed by Secretary    Original Signed by Chairperson 

 


