
City Council

Sachse, Texas

Meeting Agenda

Sachse City Hall

3815 Sachse Road 

Building B 

Sachse, Texas 75048

Council Chambers7:30 PMMonday, August 20, 2012

The Mayor and Sachse City Council request that all cell phones and pagers be turned off or set to vibrate. 

Members of the audience are requested to step outside the Council Chambers to respond to a page or to 

conduct a phone conversation.

The City Council of the City of Sachse will hold a Regular Meeting on Monday, August 20, 

2012, at 7:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Sachse City Hall, 3815 Sachse Road, 

Building B, Sachse, Texas to consider the following items of business:

Invocation and Pledges of Allegiance to U.S. and Texas Flags.

A. Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America: I pledge allegiance to the 

flag of the United States of America, and to the Republic for which it stands: one nation under 

God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

B. Pledge of Allegiance to the Texas State Flag: Honor the Texas flag; I pledge allegiance to 

thee, Texas, one state under God, one and indivisible.

1. CONSENT AGENDA.

1.a ALL ITEMS LISTED ON THE CONSENT AGENDA  WILL BE CONSIDERED BY THE 

CITY COUNCIL AND WILL BE ENACTED BY ONE MOTION, THERE WILL BE NO 

SEPARATE DISCUSSION OF THESE ITEMS UNLESS A COUNCIL MEMBER OR 

CITIZEN SO REQUESTS.

12-1008 Consider approval of the minutes of the August 6, 2012, regular 

meeting.

Executive Summary

Minutes from the last regular City Council meeting.

Min.8.6.12.pdfAttachments:

12-1026 Consider approval of the minutes of the  August 14, 2012, 

Emergency Meeting.

Executive Summary

Minutes from the most recent meeting.

Min. 8.14.12.pdfAttachments:

12-1007 Consider a resolution to approve an Interlocal Price Agreement in 

the amount not to exceed one hundred thousand dollars and no 
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cents ($100,000) with McMahon Contracting for concrete repair 

and replacement projects and authorizing the City Manager to 

execute the agreement.

Executive Summary

The City’s Street Budget includes funds for concrete repairs and 

replacement improvements. These repairs include panel 

replacement, sidewalk repairs, curb repairs, and other concrete 

repairs. The City typically bids the concrete repairs each year, 

which takes time and significant effort. The City approved an 

Interlocal Cooperative Purchasing Agreement with the City of 

Grand Prairie to piggy back on contracts they have bid and 

awarded. The City plans to “piggy back” on a concrete repair and 

replacement contract Grand Prairie recently awarded to McMahon 

Contracting.

RESOLUTION for McMahon Price Agreement.pdf

Exhibit A agreement.pdf

Attachment 1 project map.pdf

Attachments:

2. MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL ANNOUNCEMENTS REGARDING SPECIAL EVENTS, 

CURRENT ACTIVITIES, AND LOCAL ACHIEVEMENTS.

12-1012 Proclamation declaring Payroll Week September 3-7, 2012.

Executive Summary

Mayor and City Council to recognize Payroll Week.

Proc. Payroll Week.pdfAttachments:

12-1010 Staff Briefing: City Secretary

Executive Summary

Update on City Secretary's activities.

City Sec.8. 20. 2012.pdfAttachments:

3. CITIZEN INPUT.

The public is invited at this time to address the Council. The Mayor will ask you to come to the Microphone and 

state your name and address for the record. If your remarks pertain to a specific Agenda item, please hold them 

until that item, at which time the Mayor may solicit your comments.

The City Council is prohibited from discussing any item not on the posted agenda according 

to the Texas Open Meetings Act.

4. REGULAR AGENDA ITEMS.

12-1011 Consider appointments to Boards and Commissions.
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Executive Summary

Appointments for two City Boards.

Board applications.pdfAttachments:

12-1013 Discuss creation of a Charter Review Commission.

Executive Summary

Home Rule Charter can be amended every 2 years, 2006 was last 

update.

Sachse Charter.pdf

Charter Review Committee Presentation.pdf

Attachments:

12-1015 Discuss a possible Street Maintenance Sales Tax Election.

Executive Summary

State Law allows for a sales tax election to provide funds for street 

maintenance.

Street Maintenance Tax Presentation.pdfAttachments:

12-1029 Consider Receipt of the City Manager's Proposed Budget for 

Programs and Services for the 2012-2013 Fiscal Year.

Executive Summary

The City Manager will present the Proposed Budget for the 

2012-2013 Fiscal Year.  Approval of the final budget will be at a 

City Council meeting to be held on September 10, 2012.

2013 Budget IntroAttachments:

12-1028 Conduct the First Public Hearing to Discuss the Proposed Fiscal 

Year 2012-2013 Budget.

Executive Summary

The City Manager's 2012-2013 Proposed Budget for Citywide 

programs and services was presented to City Council on August 

20, 2012.  Budget information was distributed for City Council 

review and consideration.  The proposed budget has been posted 

on the City's web page.  A copy of the proposed budget is on file 

with the City Secretary for public inspection.

12-1027 Conduct the First Public Hearing on Proposed Tax Rate for the 

2012-2013 Fiscal Year.

Executive Summary

This is the first of two mandated Public Hearings on the tax rate 
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when the proposed tax rate exceeds the Effective Tax Rate.  The 

second Public Hearing is scheduled for August 27th.

Notice of Public Hearing.pdf

Notice of Tax Increase.pdf

Attachments:

12-1020 Discuss the need to adopt the 2009 International Codes, 2008 

National Electrical Code and recommended amendments to the 

codes.

Executive Summary

This report was prepared for informational purposes, as an 

explanation for the City Council, as staff recognizes the need to 

adopt the 2009 International Codes, 2008 National Electrical Code 

and amendments to the codes; those amendments recommended 

by the North Central Texas Council of Governments (NCTCOG) 

and those recommended by staff.

Recommended Amendments to the 2009 IBC.pdf

Recommended Amendments to the 2009 IRC.pdf

Recommended Amendments to the 2008 NEC.pdf

Recommended Amendments to the 2009 IECC.pdf

Recommended Amendments to the 2009 IMC.pdf

Recommended Amendments to the 2009 IPC.pdf

Recommended Amendments to the 2009 IFGC.pdf

Recommended Amendments to the 2009 IFC.pdf

Ordinance No. 1810 - Backflow Prevention Assembly.pdf

BLDG CODE UPDATES POWERPOINT.pdf

Attachments:

12-1018 Discuss the existing application and permit fees associated with 

services provided by the Community Development and Engineering 

Departments.  

Executive Summary

The purpose of this item is to examine certain application and 

permit fees to ensure they are current and also discuss moving 

some of these fees from their current location in the Code of 

Ordinances to the Master Fee Schedule.  Application and permit 

fees are used to offset the cost of services.  These fees are 

intended to be an amount that is reasonable and necessary for the 

efficient delivery and provision of services.  
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CD - APPLICATION AND PERMIT FEE DISCUSSION - ATTACHMENT 1.pdf

CD - APPLICATION AND PERMIT FEE DISCUSSION - ATTACHMENT 2.pdf

CD - APPLICATION AND PERMIT FEE DISCUSSION - ATTACHMENT 3.pdf

CD - APPLICATION AND PERMIT FEE DISCUSSION - POWERPOINT.pdf

Attachments:

12-1016 Hear and discuss the update to the Five Year Capital Improvement 

Plan (CIP).

Executive Summary

Each year during the budget process, the Capital Improvement 

Plan (CIP) is updated and adopted by the City Council along with 

the City’s operating budget. This item is to discuss the update to 

the 5-year CIP.

CIP Update presentation.pdf

Exhibit A FY 2012 - 2013 Capital Improvements Plan Budget.pdf

Attachments:

12-1030 Discuss the 2012-2013 Fiscal Year Budget and Tax Rate

Executive Summary

The City Manager presented the Proposed Budget for the 

2012-2013 Fiscal Year to City Council on August 20, 2012.

This item is for budget discussion purposes regarding proposed 

revenues and expenditures supporting the tax levy.

Proposed Budget Presentation 8-20-2012.pdfAttachments:

5. ADJOURNMENT.

Vision Statement: Sachse is a friendly, vibrant community offering a safe and enjoyable quality of life to all who 

call Sachse home.

The City of Sachse reserves the right to reconvene, recess or realign the regular session or 

called Executive Session or order of business at any time prior to adjournment. Note: The 

Sachse City Council reserves the right to convene into Executive Session pursuant to the 

Texas Government Code, Title 5, Chapter 551 regarding posted items on the regular meeting 

agenda.

State law prohibits the introduction or discussion of any item of business not posted at least 

seventy-two (72) hours prior to the meeting time. Therefore, during Citizen Input for example, 

the Council is prohibited by state law to deliberate or take action on any issues introduced by 

the public other than to take them under advisement. Posted: August 17,  2012; 5:00 p.m. 

Terry Smith, City Secretary _________________.
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If you plan to attend this public meeting and you have a disability that requires special 

arrangements at the meeting, please contact Terry Smith, City Secretary, at (972) 495-1212, 

48 business hours prior to the scheduled meeting date. Reasonable accommodations will be 

made to assist your needs.
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Sachse City Hall
3815 Sachse Road Building

B
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Sachse, Texas

Legislation Details (With Text)

File #:  Version: 312-1008 Name: Consider approval of the minutes of the August 6, 
2012, regular meeting.

Status:Type: Agenda Item Agenda Ready

File created: In control:8/8/2012 City Council

On agenda: Final action:8/20/2012

Title: Consider approval of the minutes of the August 6, 2012, regular meeting.

Executive Summary
Minutes from the last regular City Council meeting.

Sponsors:

Indexes:

Code sections:

Attachments: Min.8.6.12.pdf

Action ByDate Action ResultVer.

Title
Consider approval of the minutes of the August 6, 2012, regular meeting.

Executive Summary
Minutes from the last regular City Council meeting.

Background
Minutes of the last regular meeting on August 6, 2012.

Policy Considerations
None.

Budgetary Considerations
None.

Staff Recommendations
Approval of the minutes of the August 6, 2012, regular meeting, as a consent agenda item.
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Sachse City Hall
3815 Sachse Road Building

B
Sachse, Texas 75048

Sachse, Texas

Legislation Details (With Text)

File #:  Version: 112-1026 Name: Consider approval of the minutes of the Emergency 
Meeting on August 14, 2012.

Status:Type: Agenda Item Agenda Ready

File created: In control:8/15/2012 City Council

On agenda: Final action:8/20/2012

Title: Consider approval of the minutes of the August 14, 2012, Emergency Meeting.

Executive Summary
Minutes from the most recent meeting.

Sponsors:

Indexes:

Code sections:

Attachments: Min. 8.14.12.pdf

Action ByDate Action ResultVer.

Title
Consider approval of the minutes of the  August 14, 2012, Emergency Meeting.

Executive Summary
Minutes from the most recent meeting.

Background
Minutes of the Emergency City Council Meeting held on August 14, 2012.

Policy Considerations
None.

Budgetary Considerations
None.

Staff Recommendations
Approval of the minutes of the  August 14, 2012, Emergency Meeting, as a Consent Agenda 
Item.
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Sachse City Hall
3815 Sachse Road Building

B
Sachse, Texas 75048

Sachse, Texas

Legislation Details (With Text)

File #:  Version: 112-1007 Name: Concrete contract

Status:Type: Agenda Item Agenda Ready

File created: In control:8/8/2012 City Council

On agenda: Final action:8/20/2012

Title: Consider a resolution to approve an Interlocal Price Agreement in the amount not to exceed one 
hundred thousand dollars and no cents ($100,000) with McMahon Contracting for concrete repair and 
replacement projects and authorizing the City Manager to execute the agreement.

Executive Summary
The City’s Street Budget includes funds for concrete repairs and replacement improvements. These 
repairs include panel replacement, sidewalk repairs, curb repairs, and other concrete repairs. The City 
typically bids the concrete repairs each year, which takes time and significant effort. The City 
approved an Interlocal Cooperative Purchasing Agreement with the City of Grand Prairie to piggy 
back on contracts they have bid and awarded. The City plans to “piggy back” on a concrete repair and 
replacement contract Grand Prairie recently awarded to McMahon Contracting.

Sponsors:

Indexes:

Code sections:

Attachments: RESOLUTION for McMahon Price Agreement.pdf

Exhibit A agreement.pdf

Attachment 1 project map.pdf

Action ByDate Action ResultVer.

Title
Consider a resolution to approve an Interlocal Price Agreement in the amount not to exceed 
one hundred thousand dollars and no cents ($100,000) with McMahon Contracting for 
concrete repair and replacement projects and authorizing the City Manager to execute the 
agreement.

Executive Summary
The City’s Street Budget includes funds for concrete repairs and replacement improvements. 
These repairs include panel replacement, sidewalk repairs, curb repairs, and other concrete 
repairs. The City typically bids the concrete repairs each year, which takes time and 
significant effort. The City approved an Interlocal Cooperative Purchasing Agreement with the 
City of Grand Prairie to piggy back on contracts they have bid and awarded. The City plans to 
“piggy back” on a concrete repair and replacement contract Grand Prairie recently awarded 
to McMahon Contracting.

Background
The City budgets each year in the Streets operating budget for concrete repair and 
replacement projects. Typically, the repairs are bid out to contractors which takes significant 
staff time to develop the scope of the bid and bid the project. In an effort to save time and 
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File #: 12-1007, Version: 1

money, the City plans to “piggy-back” on a concrete repair and replacement contract recently 
bid and awarded by the City of Grand Prairie to McMahon Contracting. 

The projects which will be constructed by McMahon Contracting include concrete panel 
replacement to Bryan Street and driveway approach and sidewalk repairs in various locations 
(see Attachment 1 - project map). Utilizing the “piggy-back” concept saves time and money. 
The pricing in the contract is typically lower due to the economy of scale. Furthermore, the 
contractor has more resources and equipment to complete the job in a timely manner which 
lessens the impact and delays to the public.

Policy Considerations
The City Council previously approved an Interlocal Cooperative Purchasing Agreement with 
the City of Grand Prairie. This allows the City of Sachse to utilize existing contracts publicly 
bid and awarded by the City of Grand Prairie and vice versa. The City of Grand Prairie 
executed a contract with McMahon Contracting for concrete repair and replacement projects. 
The City of Sachse will utilize the unit bid pricing in the Grand Prairie contract to install the 
concrete repairs and replacements in various locations throughout the City. 

Once the Interlocal Pricing Agreement is executed, a notice to proceed will be issued and 
work will commence. The contractor is required to notify adjacent residents in advance of the 
work beginning. It is anticipated the entire scope of concrete repairs will be complete by the 
end of November 2012.

Budgetary Considerations
The Streets operating budget includes funds for concrete repairs and replacement projects. 

Staff Recommendations
Staff recommends the City Council approve a resolution of the City Council of the City of 
Sachse, Texas, approving the terms of an Interlocal Price Agreement by and between the 
City of Sachse and McMahon Contracting for concrete repair and replacement projects in the 
amount of one hundred thousand dollars and no cents ($100,000.00), authorizing its 
execution by the City Manager, and providing an effective date as a consent item.
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1  

RESOLUTION NO. _______ 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SACHSE, TEXAS, 
APPROVING THE TERMS OF AN INTERLOCAL PRICE AGREEMENT BY 
AND BETWEEN THE CITY OF SACHSE AND MCMAHON CONTRACTING 
FOR CONCRETE REPAIR AND REPLACEMENT PROJECTS IN THE 
AMOUNT OF ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS AND NO CENTS 
($100,000.00); AUTHORIZING ITS EXECUTION BY THE CITY MANAGER; 
AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 
 WHEREAS, Chapter 791 of the Texas Government Code, also known as the Interlocal 
Cooperation Act, and Chapter 271.102 of the Texas Local Government Code authorizes all local 
governments to contract with each other to perform governmental functions or services 
including administrative functions normally associated with the operation of government such as 
purchasing of necessary equipment, supplies and services; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Sachse, Texas and the City Council of the City 
of Grand Prairie approved an Interlocal Cooperative Purchasing Agreement for the purchase of 
goods and services; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Grand Prairie has bid and awarded a contract 
with McMahon Contracting for concrete repairs (RFB 12011) and the City of Sachse chooses to 
utilize this contract for concrete repairs and replacement projects; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Sachse, Texas has been presented an 

Interlocal Price Agreement with McMahon Contracting for concrete repair and replacement 
projects not to exceed $100,000; and 
 

WHEREAS, upon full review and consideration of the Interlocal Price Agreement, and all 
matters related thereto, the City Council is of the opinion and finds that the terms and conditions 
thereof should be approved, and that the City Manager should be authorized to execute such 
agreement on behalf of the City of Sachse, Texas. 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SACHSE, TEXAS: 
 

Section 1:  That the City Council hereby approves the terms and conditions of 
the Interlocal Price Agreement, which is attached hereto and incorporated herein 
as Exhibit A, by and between the City of Sachse and McMahon Contracting and 
authorizes the City Manager to execute said agreement on behalf of the City of 
Sachse. 

 
Section 2:  This resolution shall become effective immediately upon its 
passage. 

 

 RESOLVED this 20th day of August, 2012. CITY OF SACHSE, TEXAS  
 

 
____________________________________ 
Mike Felix, Mayor 
 
ATTEST:  
 
____________________________________ 
Terry Smith, City Secretary 
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Sachse City Hall
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Legislation Details (With Text)

File #:  Version: 112-1012 Name: Proclamation declaring Payroll Week September 
3-7, 2012.

Status:Type: Agenda Item Agenda Ready

File created: In control:8/9/2012 City Council

On agenda: Final action:8/20/2012

Title: Proclamation declaring Payroll Week September 3-7, 2012.

Executive Summary
Mayor and City Council to recognize Payroll Week.

Sponsors:

Indexes:

Code sections:

Attachments: Proc. Payroll Week.pdf

Action ByDate Action ResultVer.

Title
Proclamation declaring Payroll Week September 3-7, 2012.

Executive Summary
Mayor and City Council to recognize Payroll Week.

Background
Ms. Danielle LaFleur representing the American Payroll Association has requested a 
proclamation recognizing Payroll Week September 3-7, 2012. Please see attached 
proclamation.

Policy Considerations
None.

Budgetary Considerations
None.

Staff Recommendations
Mayor Felix present the proclamation recognizing Payroll Week September 3-7, 2012.
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Sachse City Hall
3815 Sachse Road Building

B
Sachse, Texas 75048

Sachse, Texas

Legislation Details (With Text)

File #:  Version: 112-1010 Name: Staff Briefing: City Secretary

Status:Type: Agenda Item Agenda Ready

File created: In control:8/8/2012 City Council

On agenda: Final action:8/20/2012

Title: Staff Briefing: City Secretary

Executive Summary
Update on City Secretary's activities.

Sponsors:

Indexes:

Code sections:

Attachments: City Sec.8. 20. 2012.pdf

Action ByDate Action ResultVer.

Title
Staff Briefing: City Secretary

Executive Summary
Update on City Secretary's activities.

Background
Departmental report on current activities.

Policy Considerations
None.

Budgetary Considerations
None.

Staff Recommendations
Staff briefing, no action is necessary.
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B
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Sachse, Texas

Legislation Details (With Text)

File #:  Version: 112-1011 Name: Consider appointments to Boards and 
Commissions.

Status:Type: Agenda Item Agenda Ready

File created: In control:8/9/2012 City Council

On agenda: Final action:8/20/2012

Title: Consider appointments to Boards and Commissions.

Executive Summary
Appointments for two City Boards.

Sponsors:

Indexes:

Code sections:

Attachments: Board applications.pdf

Action ByDate Action ResultVer.

Title
Consider appointments to Boards and Commissions.

Executive Summary
Appointments for two City Boards.

Background
We have 3 vacancies on the City's boards/commissions. They are: 1 vacancy on the Parks 
and Recreation Commission and 2 vacancies on the Animal 
Shelter Board. Tonight the interviews were with:

Parks and Recreation Commission (1)
Cyndi Mitchell
J.D. Pruitt
Druce Reiley

Animal Shelter Board (2)
Stephanie Wilson
James Schmulbach
Barbara Johnson

Applications are attached.

Policy Considerations
None.
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File #: 12-1011, Version: 1

Budgetary Considerations
None.

Staff Recommendation
One appointment to the Parks and Recreation Commissiona and two appointments to the 
Animal Shelter Board, as appropriate.
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Sachse City Hall
3815 Sachse Road Building

B
Sachse, Texas 75048

Sachse, Texas

Legislation Details (With Text)

File #:  Version: 112-1013 Name: Discuss creation of a Charter Review Commission.

Status:Type: Agenda Item Agenda Ready

File created: In control:8/9/2012 City Council

On agenda: Final action:8/20/2012

Title: Discuss creation of a Charter Review Commission.

Executive Summary
Home Rule Charter can be amended every 2 years, 2006 was last update.

Sponsors:

Indexes:

Code sections:

Attachments: Sachse Charter.pdf

Charter Review Committee Presentation.pdf

Action ByDate Action ResultVer.

Title
Discuss creation of a Charter Review Commission.

Executive Summary
Home Rule Charter can be amended every 2 years, 2006 was last update.

Background
State Law allows for a Home Rule Charter to be reviewed and amended every 2 years. Last 
review & update was May, 2006. There was a 14 member Commission, that had 9 meetings 
over 5 months.

Pete Smith will be here to brief the Council on the matter.

Please see attachment.

Policy Considerations
Most Cities review and update their Home Rule Charters periodically.There are some areas 
where an update would be helpful to the Council and staff for more efficient city operations.

Budgetary Considerations
None.

Staff Recommendations
Discussion creation of a Charter Review Commission with the City Attorney.
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CHARTER REVIEW COMMISSION 

  City of Sachse, Texas  





WHAT IS THE CHARTER REVIEW 

COMMISSION? 

• It is a commission established to review 

the City Charter, for the purpose of making 

recommendations to City Council of 

amendments to be voted on by the 

citizens of the City. 



WHO IS ON THE COMMISSION? 

• The Mayor and each city council member 

must appoint two members to the 

Commission. 

• The City Attorney and the City Manager, 

or their designee(s) are ex-officio, non-

voting members of the Commission. 

• The Commission must elect a Chairperson 

and Vice-Chairperson from among its 

members. 

 



WHO IS ON THE COMMISSION? 

• The City Council may remove any  

member of the Commission for 

absenteeism, or for any other cause. 

 



Option 1 – Change to November Election Date WHAT DOES THE COMMISSION DO? 

• The Commission is first required to 

conduct an organizational meeting, during 

which the Commission will: 

– Elect a Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson 

– Establish meeting date(s), time, and location 

– Review directions or guidelines provided by 

City Council 

– Receive a briefing from the Mayor, City 

Manager and City Attorney 



• During the Organizational Meeting the 

Commission must also decide which 

Article or Articles to review, and in what 

order 

• The Commission may receive and 

consider recommendations from City 

Council and/or the City Manager regarding 

specific portions of the Charter 

WHAT DOES THE COMMISSION DO? 



WHAT DOES THE COMMISSION DO? 

• The Commission conducts meetings at least 
once a month. 

• At the end of each meeting the Chairperson 
asks for a vote of the recommended 
changes, and/or move the review to the next 
portion of the Charter. 

• A quorum is the majority of persons 
appointed to the Commission and any 
recommended changes must be approved by 
the majority. 



WHAT DOES THE COMMISSION DO? 

• The Commission is required to keep a 

written record of any recommended 

changes 

• After consultation with the City Attorney, 

the Commission must make a written 

report to the City Council concerning the 

recommended changes.  This report must 

be made within 6 months of the 

appointment of the  Commission. 



WHAT DOES THE COMMISSION DO? 

• Meetings must be open to the public and 

conducted in compliance with the Open 

Meetings Act. 

 



Questions & Answers 

MANGO SAYS “GO RAIDERS”  “GUNS UP” 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.cudaapparel.com/images/category/txst-logo.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.cudaapparel.com/Texas_Tech.php&h=200&w=200&sz=8&hl=en&start=13&usg=__hD3_qVpLOadUvCSzcrV1p9QtfJs=&tbnid=VryyhdKLj6u4GM:&tbnh=104&tbnw=104&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dtexas%2Btech%2Bred%2Braider%26gbv%3D2%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DG


Sachse City Hall
3815 Sachse Road Building

B
Sachse, Texas 75048

Sachse, Texas

Legislation Details (With Text)

File #:  Version: 112-1015 Name: Discuss a possible Street Maintenance Tax 
Election.

Status:Type: Agenda Item Agenda Ready

File created: In control:8/9/2012 City Council

On agenda: Final action:8/20/2012

Title: Discuss a possible Street Maintenance Sales Tax Election.

Executive Summary
State Law allows for a sales tax election to provide funds for street maintenance.

Sponsors:

Indexes:

Code sections:

Attachments: Street Maintenance Tax Presentation.pdf

Action ByDate Action ResultVer.

Title
Discuss a possible Street Maintenance Sales Tax Election.

Executive Summary
State Law allows for a sales tax election to provide funds for street maintenance.

Background
City Attorney Pete Smith will be here to discuss a possible Street Maintenance Sales Tax 
Election. 

Please see attached materials.

Policy Considerations
A Sales Tax Election for Street Maintenance would provide needed street infrastructure 
maintenance funds for street maintenance.

Budgetary Considerations
Possible additional revenue source for street maintenance.

Staff Recommendations
Discuss a possible Street Maintenance Sales Tax Election with the City Attorney.
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Municipal Sales & Use Tax 

for Street Maintenance 

  City of Sachse, Texas  





WHAT IS THE “STREET MAINTENANCE TAX”? 

• Section 327.004 of the Tax Code 

authorizes cities to raise the local sales 

tax rate by 1/8 of 1% or ¼ of 1%, if the 

funds are dedicated to street 

maintenance and repair. 

• However, the new  

 combined, local  

 sales tax rate may 

 not exceed 2%. 



HOW IS THE STREET MAINTENANCE TAX IMPOSED? 

• An Election is Required 

– City council must adopt an ordinance 

calling for the election at least 62 days 

before it is held. 

– If the election is to be held on the date of a 

general election it must be ordered not less 

than 70 days before election day. 

 

 

 

 

 



HOW IS THE STREET MAINTENANCE TAX IMPOSED? 

• The Ballot must allow voters to vote 

for or against the Tax 

– Specific Language is Required: 
» “The adoption of a local sales and use 

tax in (name of municipality) at the rate of 

(insert one-eighth of one percent or one-

fourth of one percent) to provide revenue 

for maintenance and repair of municipal 

streets.”  



Option 1 – Change to November Election Date HOW IS THE STREET MAINTENANCE TAX IMPOSED? 

• The “Street Maintenance Tax” Proposition 

may be combined with a measure to repeal or 

lower any dedicated or special purpose sales 

taxes. 

• A combined tax proposition must contain the 

same language as that required for lowering, 

repealing, raising or adopting each tax. 

• If the combined sales tax proposition is 

defeated there will be no change on existing 

sales taxes. 



HOW IS THE STREET MAINTENANCE TAX IMPOSED? 

• If the election is successful, within 10 days of 

the election the City must declare the results 

by ordinance or resolution. 

• The ordinance or resolution is required to 

include statements showing the following: 

– The date the election was held; 

– The wording of the proposition; 

– The total number of votes case for and 

against the proposition; and 

– The number of votes by which the 

proposition passed. 



HOW IS THE STREET MAINTENANCE TAX IMPOSED? 

• If the voters of a municipality adopt the street 

maintenance sales tax at an election held on 

the same date on which another political 

subdivision adopts a sales and use tax or 

approves the increase in the rate of its sales 

and use tax and, as a result, the combined 

rate of all sales and use taxes imposed by 

the municipality and other political 

subdivisions would exceed two percent at 

any location in the municipality, the 

election to adopt a street maintenance 

sales tax will have no effect.  



HOW IS THE STREET MAINTENANCE TAX IMPOSED? 

• Effective Date: 

– The tax will become effective on the first day of the 

first calendar quarter after one complete calendar 

quarter passes from the date the Comptroller 

receives the city’s notice that voters have 

approved the tax.  

– For example, if the voters approve the Tax in May, 

and the City sends the notice to the Comptroller in 

June, the Tax would take effect on October 1.  The 

City will begin to receive revenue from the Tax 

beginning with its December sales tax allocation. 



ADMINISTRATION & USE OF THE TAX 

• The City administers the Tax directly. 

– There is no need to form a development 

corporation or a special district. 

• The City should account for the funds separately, 

because use of the Tax is restricted. 

– The Tax may only be used to maintain and 

repair municipal streets in existence at the time 

the  

 election was held. 

– The Tax may not be used towards  

 building new streets. 



EXPIRATION & REAUTHORIZATION OF THE TAX 

• The Tax expires 4 years after it takes 
effect unless voters vote to continue it in 
an election held for that purpose. 

• The election to continue the Tax must be 
held on a uniform election date. 

• The ballot on a reauthorization vote must 
state: 
– “The reauthorization of the local sales and use 

tax in (name of municipality) at the rate of 
(insert appropriate rate) to continue providing 
revenue for maintenance and repair of 
municipal streets.”  

 



EXPIRATION & REAUTHORIZATION OF THE TAX 

• If the Tax is not reauthorized, the City must 

notify the Comptroller of the expiration date 

no later than the 10th date after the City 

determines the Tax will expire. 

• If an election to reauthorize the tax is not held 

before the Tax expires or if reauthorization is 

not approved by majority of the voters in an 

election, the City cannot call an election to 

authorize a new Street Maintenance Tax until 

after the first anniversary of the date on which 

the Tax expired.  



Questions & Answers 

MANGO SAYS “GO RAIDERS”  “GUNS UP” 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.cudaapparel.com/images/category/txst-logo.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.cudaapparel.com/Texas_Tech.php&h=200&w=200&sz=8&hl=en&start=13&usg=__hD3_qVpLOadUvCSzcrV1p9QtfJs=&tbnid=VryyhdKLj6u4GM:&tbnh=104&tbnw=104&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dtexas%2Btech%2Bred%2Braider%26gbv%3D2%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DG
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Title
Consider Receipt of the City Manager's Proposed Budget for Programs and Services for the 
2012-2013 Fiscal Year.

Executive Summary
The City Manager will present the Proposed Budget for the 2012-2013 Fiscal Year.  Approval 
of the final budget will be at a City Council meeting to be held on September 10, 2012.

Background
City Charter requires that the City Manager present a Proposed Budget for operations of the 
City for the upcoming year to the City Council in August of each year.

The proposed budget has been posted on the City's web page and a copy is on file with the 
City Secretary for public inspection.

Attached to this item is the introduction and overview of the proposed FY 2013 budget.  The 
entire document has been posted to the City of Sachse website.

Policy Considerations
This document sets the financial and operational direction of the City for the next year.

Budgetary Considerations
The final 2012-2013 budget will provide funding for continued operations of the City for the 
upcoming year.
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Staff Recommendations
Staff recommends that Council receive the Proposed Budget for the 2012-2013 fiscal year.
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Executive Summary
The City Manager's 2012-2013 Proposed Budget for Citywide programs and services was presented 
to City Council on August 20, 2012.  Budget information was distributed for City Council review and 
consideration.  The proposed budget has been posted on the City's web page.  A copy of the 
proposed budget is on file with the City Secretary for public inspection.
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Title
Conduct the First Public Hearing to Discuss the Proposed Fiscal Year 2012-2013 Budget.

Executive Summary
The City Manager's 2012-2013 Proposed Budget for Citywide programs and services was 
presented to City Council on August 20, 2012.  Budget information was distributed for City 
Council review and consideration.  The proposed budget has been posted on the City's web 
page.  A copy of the proposed budget is on file with the City Secretary for public inspection.

Background
This item is for budget discussion purposes regarding proposed revenues and expenditures 
and the supporting tax levy.  The 2012-2013 Budget can be amended for Revenues and 
Expenditures by the City Council prior to the adoption of the Budget Ordinance which is 
proposed for September 10, 2012.

Policy Considerations
The Budget document sets the financial and operational direction of the City for the next 
fiscal year.

Budgetary Considerations
The final 2012-2013 budget will provide funding for continued operations of the City for the 
upcoming year.
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Staff Recommendations
Staff recommends that a Public Hearing be conducted for Citizen input on the Proposed 
Budget for the 2012-2013 fiscal year.
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Title
Conduct the First Public Hearing on Proposed Tax Rate for the 2012-2013 Fiscal Year.

Executive Summary
This is the first of two mandated Public Hearings on the tax rate when the proposed tax rate 
exceeds the Effective Tax Rate.  The second Public Hearing is scheduled for August 27th.

Background
On August 6th the City Council by motion approved to place a proposal on the September 10, 
2012, City Council Agenda a motion to adopt a tax rate greater than the Effective Tax Rate 
(ETR) of .779629 per $100 of assessed value.  

The ETR is the tax rate that will generate approximately the same amount of tax revenue as 
the prior year excluding tax revenue to be raised from new property added to the tax roll this 
year.  The proposed tax rate not to exceed .790819 is 1.44% greater than the ETR.

Policy Considerations
In general, if a taxing unit's tax rate will raise more property tax revenue than the preceding 
year, the City Council must hold two Public Hearings in compliance with Chapter 26 of the 
Property Tax Code.

Budgetary Considerations
On September 10, 2012 the City Council will need to consider setting and adopting a tax rate 
that supports the overall budget objectives as proposed for the 2012-2013 Fiscal Year. 
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Staff Recommendations
This agenda item is in compliance with "Truth-in-Taxation" law as outlined in Chapter 26 of 
the Property Tax Code and therefore is a Public Hearing to be open for public input on the 
proposed tax rate of .790819.

The Mayor will need to announce that the 2nd Public Hearing will be held on August 27, 2012 
and the proposed tax rate is scheduled to be voted on and a tax rate adopted at a special 
meeting of the City Council on September 10, 2012.
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Notice of Public Hearing on Tax Increase 
 

The City of Sachse will hold two public hearings on a proposal to increase total tax 

revenues from properties on the tax roll in the preceding tax year by 1.44 percent 

(percentage by which proposed tax rate exceeds lower of rollback tax rate or effective 

tax calculated under Chapter 26, Tax Code). Your individual taxes may increase at a 

greater or lesser rate, or even decrease, depending on the change in the taxable value of 

your property in relation to the change in taxable value of all other property and the tax 

rate that is adopted. 
 

The first public hearing will be held on August 20, 2012 at 7:30 p.m. at City of Sachse, 

City Hall, 3815-B Sachse Road, Sachse, Texas. 
 

The second public hearing will be held on August 27, 2012 at 6:30 at City of Sachse, 

City Hall, 3815-B Sachse Road, Sachse, Texas. 

 

The members of the governing body voted on the proposal to consider the tax increase 

as follows:  
FOR:  Mayor Mike Felix, Councilwoman Pat McMillan, Councilman Mark Timm, Councilman 

Todd Ronnau 
 

AGAINST:  Mayor Pro Tem Jared Patterson, Councilman Bill Adams, Councilman Brett Franks 
   

   

 

The average taxable value of a residence homestead in City of Sachse last year was 

$167,939. Based on last year's tax rate of $0.770819 per $100 of taxable value, the 

amount of taxes imposed last year on the average home was $1,295. 

 

The average taxable value of a residence homestead in City of Sachse this year is 

$165,914. If the governing body adopts the effective tax rate for this year of $0.779629 

per $100 of taxable value, the amount of taxes imposed this year on the average home 

would be $1,294. 

 

If the governing body adopts the proposed tax rate of $0.790819 per $100 of taxable 

value, the amount of taxes imposed this year on the average home would be $1,312. 

 

Members of the public are encouraged to attend the hearings and express their views. 
 



NOTICE 

OF TAX REVENUE INCREASE 

 
     The City of Sachse conducted public hearings on August 

20, 2012 and on August 27, 2012 and voted on a proposal to 

increase the total tax revenues of the City of Sachse from 

properties on the tax roll in the preceding year by 1.44 

percent. 

 

     The total tax revenue proposed to be raised last year at last 

year's tax rate of $0.770819 for each $100 of taxable value 

was $8,874,627. 

 

     The total tax revenue proposed to be raised this year at the 

proposed tax rate of $0.790819 for each $100 of taxable 

value, excluding tax revenue to be raised from new property 

added to the tax roll this year, is $8,975,194. 

 

     The total tax revenue proposed to be raised this year at the 

proposed tax rate of $0.790819 for each $100 of taxable 

value, including tax revenue to be raised from new property 

added to the tax roll this year, is $9,134,570. 

 

     The of City of Sachse is scheduled to vote on the tax rate 

that will result in that tax increase at a public meeting to be 

held on September 10, 2012 at 6:30 p.m. at City of Sachse, 

City Hall, 3815-B Sachse Road, Sachse, Texas.  
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Title
Discuss the need to adopt the 2009 International Codes, 2008 National Electrical Code and
recommended amendments to the codes.

Executive Summary
This report was prepared for informational purposes, as an explanation for the City Council,
as staff recognizes the need to adopt the 2009 International Codes, 2008 National Electrical
Code and amendments to the codes; those amendments recommended by the North Central
Texas Council of Governments (NCTCOG) and those recommended by staff.

Background

In May of 2005, the City of Sachse adopted the 2003 International Codes (I-Codes) for
regulating the construction practices of residential and commercial structures. Although, the
current code standards we use for plan review and inspections of residential and commercial
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current code standards we use for plan review and inspections of residential and commercial
structures are still useful, the 2009 I-Codes will enable staff to perform their jobs more
effectively, which will better serve the public by continuing to provide improved safety
measures within the built environment. The context of the codes has not really changed; the
codes have been amended to reflect the increasing demand for additional safeguards in the
ever-evolving construction environment, with respect to the construction practices and the
addition of new construction materials and methods.

The subject codes are as follows:
§    2008 National Electrical Code (NEC)
§    2009 International Building Code (IBC)
§    2009 International Residential Code (IRC)
§    2009 International Plumbing Code (IPC)
§    2009 International Mechanical Code (IMC)
§    2009 International Fuel Gas Code (IFGC)
§    2009 International Energy Conservation Code (IECC)
§    2009 International Fire Code (IFC)

Note:  The Fire Department will be presenting this code for adoption.

Along with the adoption of the new building codes, Staff also seeks to adopt amendments to
each code, which have been provided and recommendedby the North Central Texas Council
of Governments (NCTCOG).  

NCTCOG is a voluntary association of, by and for local governments, and was established to
assist local governments in planning for common needs, cooperating for mutual benefit, and
coordinating for sound regional development. NCTCOG's purpose is to strengthen both the
individual and collective power of local governments and to help them recognize regional
opportunities, eliminate unnecessary duplication, and make joint decisions. Since 1967, the
NCTCOG has actively promoted the standardization of model construction codes in an effort
to simplify the construction process, advance the safety of building systems, promote
common code interpretation, facilitate the mobility of contractors, and reduce training and
construction costs. Their Regional Codes Coordinating Committee researches and provides
recommendations on the standardization of municipal construction codes. The committee
structure, established by the Executive Board in 1967, is comprised of local government
officials, architects, engineers, contractors, educators, property management professionals,
insurance representatives, builders and developers.

The recommended amendments from NCTCOG are to help to ensure clarity within the code,
to be consistent with regional practices of the construction industry and to make certain that
State and Federal requirements are met.

Many neighboring municipalities have either already adopted the 2009 I-Codes or are in the
process of adopting the codes. Of all the municipalities contiguous to our border, we are the
only one that is still under the 2003 I-Codes. Garland has adopted the 2009 I-Codes, with
Wylie, Murphy, Rowlett and Richardson having adopted the 2006 I-Codes. Staff is in the final
phases of reviewing the 2009 I-Codes and the NCTCOG amendments. Upon completion of
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phases of reviewing the 2009 I-Codes and the NCTCOG amendments. Upon completion of
the review, staff will prepare documents for the City Attorney’s office to review and to prepare
draft ordinances for the adoption of each code and related amendments to each code.

Policy Considerations
Approximately 70% of NCTCOG’s recommended code amendments are exactly the same as
they were in the last code and code amendment adoptions in May of 2005 and will not be
mentioned in today’s report; however, a copy of all of the proposed code amendments have
been provided for your use. Within the policy considerations, are the recommended
amendments, which are new to this code cycle and listed below by codebook and then by the
entity recommending the amendment. These amendments, although new to the City, reflect
regional construction practices and much needed updates of those code sections that are in
conflict with existing City ordinances and policies. The intent of Staff is to update each
section of Chapter 3 of the Code of Ordinances relating to the code and code amendments.

Staff’s goal is to provide a report that is not only comprehensive, but also provides enough
information that gives Council a good understanding of the codes editions that warrant
adoption and the reasoning for the recommended code amendments, in order to make an
informed decision to approve the adoption of the 2009 I-Codes and the recommended
amendmentsfor each when it comes before you as agenda items later this year. During or at
the conclusion of this report, if Council has any concerns over any of the proposed
amendments, Staff will make every effort to address those concerns. Additionally, once
Council’s concerns have been adequately addressed, Staff will move forward to get the
proposed amendments to the City Attorney’s office so that a draft ordinance can be prepared.
The proposed recommended amendments are below as follows:

2009 International Building Code

Recommendations by NCTCOG
1. Section 101.4.7 refers to the codes referenced by this code book. NCTCOG is
recommending that this is added to identify the National Electrical Code as a code

referenced by this code and shall be considered a part of this code.
2. Section 109.7 refers to re-inspection fees. NCTCOG is recommending that this
is added to further clarify what types of situations causes a re-inspection fee to be
levied. These re-inspection fee requirements are listed on page 2 of the

Recommended Amendments to the 2009 IBC.
3. Section 109.8 refers to charging an investigation fee for construction work
performed without a permit. NCTCOG is recommending that this investigation fee
be added, which is a fee equal to the amount of the permit fee and will be charged
separately. This is designed to compensate the City for its time and to remove the

incentive to attempt to evade permits and code compliance.
4. Chapter 9 is Fire Protection Systems. It is taken directly from the Fire Code.
There are 32 NCTCOG recommended amendments within this chapter, 16 of which
are new to this code cycle. Staff has met with Fire on these items and will include
them upon the recommendation of the Fire Department. This is to ensure
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them upon the recommendation of the Fire Department. This is to ensure
consistency between the Building Code and the Fire Code.

5. Section 1007.1 refers to the accessible means of egress of a building. NCTCOG
is recommending that this exception be added to clarify that buildings regulated
under State Law and built in accordance with State registered plans shall be
deemed to be in compliance with Section 1007. This is to accommodate buildings
regulated under Texas State Law and to be consistent with Chapter 11,

Accessibility.
6. Section 1008.1.9.4 refers to bolt locks in the operation of doors. NCTCOG is
recommending that mercantile (M) occupancy be added to the list of occupancies
(B, F, and S) that are allowed to have bolt locks where the occupant load is 50 or

less.  This change reflects regional practices.
7. Section 1018.6 refers to corridor continuity. NCTCOG is recommending that all
corridors, not just fire-resistant rated corridors be continuous from the point of entry
to an exit. As an emergency and safety standpoint, once a person is in a corridor,

the access through the corridor should not be interrupted or discontinuous.
8. Section 1510.1 refers to the materials and methods for recovering or replacing
an existing roof. NCTCOG is recommending that a sentence be added that
requires all individual replacement shingles and shakes to be in compliance with the
rating required by Table 1505.1 (Roof Covering Classification Table). This
requirement was previously a footnote to Table 1505.1, however, is being relocated
to a more appropriate place. This is to ensure that all replacement roofing material

meets or exceeds the code’s minimum fire-test exposure requirements.
9. Section 2902.2 refers to when an occupant use is required to have separate
toilet facilities for men and women. NCTCOG is recommending that separate
facilities be required in mercantile occupancies, when the occupant load is over 100

instead of 50.  This change reflects regional practices.

Recommendations by Staff
1. Section 105.2 refers to work exempt from permits. This code section lists
several instances where it allows commercial construction without a permit. To
ensure that adequate safeguards are taken during commercial construction and that
compliance to the codes is met; staff recommends that certain items from this list be
deleted. Staff recommends that items 1-6, 10 and 12 under Building within section

105.2, be deleted.
§ Item 1 exempts the construction of accessory structures that do not exceed 120
square feet in area. Section 3-5 of the Code of Ordinances requires all such

construction to first obtain a permit.
§ Item 2 exempts the construction of fences less than 6 feet in height. Section 3-9
of the Code of Ordinances requires all fences, two and one-half feet and taller, to
first obtain a permit. There are instances where some commercial property
owners desire a rail fence less than 2.5 feet in height around their property for
security purposes. These too need to be permitted to ensure proper

construction and location is compliant with City codes and ordinances.  
§ Item 3 exempts the construction of oil derricks. Oil derricks are allowed in any
zoning district by Special Use Permit. Section 3-5 of the Code of Ordinances
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zoning district by Special Use Permit. Section 3-5 of the Code of Ordinances
requires all such construction to first obtain a permit.

§ Item 4 exempts the construction of retaining walls less than 4 feet in height.
Section 3-5 of the Code of Ordinances requires all such construction to first
obtain a permit. All retaining walls, regardless of height should be required to
first obtain a permit prior to construction to ensure proper construction and

location is compliant with City codes and ordinances.
§ Item 5 exempts the construction of water tanks under 5,000 gallons in capacity.
Section 3-5 of the Code of Ordinances requires all such construction to first

obtain a permit.
§ Item 6 exempts the construction of sidewalks and driveways less than 30 inches
above grade. Section 3-5 of the Code of Ordinances requires all such

construction to first obtain a permit.  The City requires a permit for all flatwork.
§ Item 10 exempts the construction of shade cloth structures for nursery or
agricultural purposes. Section 3-5 of the Code of Ordinances requires all such

construction to first obtain a permit.
§ Item 12 exempts the construction of window awnings that do not project more
than 54 inches from the exterior wall. Section 3-5 of the Code of Ordinances
requires all such construction to first obtain a permit. Awnings can be a hazard
to pedestrian traffic if not properly designed and installed. These too need to be
permitted to ensure proper design and construction is compliant with City codes

and ordinances.
2. Staff is also making formatting changes to Chapter 3, Section 3-1, “International

Building Code” of the Code of Ordinances.

2009 International Residential Code

Recommendations by NCTCOG
1. Section R108.7 refers to re-inspection fees. NCTCOG is recommending that this
is added to clearly identify what is considered a violation for a re-inspection and
clarifies when re-inspection fees are charged. This amendment reflects the
practices the City already utilizes when performing re-inspections. However, it is
also a practice of the City not to charge a homeowner performing his/her own
construction work any re-inspection fees, regardless of the number of failed

inspections.
2. Section R602.6.1 refers to drilling and notching of the top plate. NCTCOG is
recommending that the metal tie which covers notches in top plates increase the
width from 1 ½ inches to 5 inches. This change will provide additional assurances

of maintaining the integrity of the framing.
3. Section R902.1 refers to roof covering materials. NCTCOG is recommending
that all accessory structures less than 120 square feet in area be exempt from
having to have a non-classified roofing material. This is aligned with Section 105.2,
which states that accessory structures that do not exceed 120 square feet in area

are exempt from permitting.  This change reflects regional practices.
4. Section M1411.3 refers to condensate disposal from all cooling coils or
evaporators. NCTCOG is recommending that the condensate from the drain pan
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evaporators. NCTCOG is recommending that the condensate from the drain pan
outlets be to a sanitary sewer through a trap, by means of a direct or indirect drain
as opposed to an approved place of disposal. This change reflects regional

practices and will reduce excessive runoff into storm drains.
5. Section G2420.5.1 refers to the location of gas shutoff valves located within the
same room. NCTCOG is recommending that a secondary shutoff valve be installed
within 3 feet of the firebox of a fireplace if the appliance shutoff is located in the
firebox. This change reflects regional practices and provides an additional measure

of safety.
6. Section P2801.6 refers to water heaters installed in garages. NCTCOG is
recommending that electric water heaters be exempt from being elevated at least
18 inches above the garage floor. This change helps coordinate this section with

section R2408.2 of the IRC, which recognizes this exception.

Recommendations by Staff
1. Section R105.2 refers to work exempt from permits. Chapter 3 and 11 of the
Code of Ordinances requires all such construction to be permitted and has
minimum requirements for some residential construction. Therefore, under Building
within this section, staff recommends that items 1 and 2 be amended to reflect the

minimum requirements, and items 5 and 10 be deleted.
§ Item 1 exempts the construction of accessory structures that do not exceed 200
square feet in area; the City amended this item on the last code adoption to
reflect the City’s policy of exempting the construction of accessory structures that

do not exceed 120 square feet in area.  
§ Item 2 exempts the construction of fences less than 6 feet in height; Section 3-9
of the Code of Ordinances states that a fence permit is required for all fences
over 2.5 feet in height, therefore, staff recommends amending this item to reflect

the requirements of the ordinance.
§ Item 5 exempts the construction of sidewalks and driveways. Section 3-5 of the
Code of Ordinances requires all such construction to first obtain a permit. The
City requires a permit for all flatwork. Staff recommends that this item be

deleted.
§ Item 10 exempts the construction of decks not exceeding 200 square feet in area
and not more than 30 inches above grade at any point. Section 3-5 of the Code
of Ordinances requires all such construction to first obtain a permit. The City
requires a permit for all flatwork and patio decks to ensure proper construction
and location is compliant with City codes and ordinances. Staff recommends

that this item be deleted.
2. Section R313.2 refers to automatic fire sprinkler systems being required for all
one- and two-family dwellings. State law prohibited this code action. Therefore,

Staff recommends that this section be deleted.
3. Staff is also making formatting changes to Chapter 3, Section 3-1.1,

“International Residential Code” of the Code of Ordinances.
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2009 International Energy Conservation Code

Recommendations by NCTCOG
1. All of the recommended code amendments are exactly the same as in the last

code and code amendments adoptions in 2005.

Recommendations by Staff
1. Staff is making formatting changes to Chapter 3, Section 3-1.2, “International

Energy Conservation Code” of the Code of Ordinances.

2009 International Plumbing Code

Recommendations by NCTCOG
1. Section 310.5 refers to urinal partitions in toilet rooms. NCTCOG is
recommending that this section be deleted. The enforcement of privacy walls and
doors, and the maintenance thereof in toilet rooms, should not be a code issue; it is

an owner courtesy issue.
2. Section 502.6 refers to the access, illumination and outlets for water heaters
installed above ground or on floor. NCTCOG is recommending that this is to
provide safe access to water heaters and to provide adequate lighting and a

receptacle outlet for the maintenance of the water heating equipment.
3. Section 606.2 refers to the location of shutoff valves. NCTCOG is
recommending that the water supply pipe to each sillcock (water tap, spigot or
faucet) be deleted as one of the shutoff valve locations. This is to ensure that a

shutoff valve is provided at every fixture, including at all sillcocks.
4. Section 906.1 refers to the distance between each fixture trap from the fixture
vent. NCTCOG is recommending that the exception of this section be deleted. This
is to ensure that all trap developed lengths from the vent are limited. This change

reflects regional practices.

Recommendations by Staff
1. Staff recommends that the backflow prevention assembly ordinance be included
Chapter 3, “Building Regulations”, Section 3-2, “International Plumbing Code”, of
the Code of Ordinances. This is Ordinance No. 1810, which came into effect on
November 20, 2000. This ordinance was originally written to be a part of this
section; however, it has not been included. Staff’s proposed plumbing code
adoption amendment will include the content of this ordinance. This is the ideal

place to include this ordinance.
2. Staff is also making formatting changes to Chapter 3, Section 3-2, “International

Plumbing Code” of the Code of Ordinances.

2009 International Mechanical Code
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Recommendations by NCTCOG
1. All of the recommended code amendments are exactly the same as in the last

code and code amendments adoptions in 2005.

Recommendations by Staff

1.    Staff is making formatting changes to Chapter 3, Section 3-3, “International Mechanical 
Code” of the Code of Ordinances.

2008 National Electrical Code

Recommendations by NCTCOG

1. Section 500.8 (A) (3) refers to the suitability of identifying electrical equipment in
hazardous locations. NCTCOG is recommending that a registered professional
engineer replace that of an owner’s engineering judgment. This is to ensure that
there is a better definition of the qualifications for an engineering judgment for

identifying electrical equipment in hazardous locations.
2. Section 505.7 (A) refers to the implementation of zone classification of electrical
equipment. NCTCOG is recommending that all aspects of the zone classification
system be performed by a registered professional engineer. This is to better

identify who a qualified person is.
3. Section 680.25 (A) refers to wiring methods of feeders for pool installations.
NCTCOG is recommending that certain additional types of cable be allowed to be
installed in pool installations. This will allow for more flexibility of wiring methods for

pool equipment.

Recommendations by Staff
1. Chapter 3, Section 3-4 (E), “National Electrical Code” of the Code of Ordinances
refers to the licensing requirements of an electrical contractor. Staff recommends
that the content be changed to reflect the changes in State law where the Texas
Department of Licensing and Regulation (TDLR) have replaced Texas Natural
Resource Conservation Commission (TNRCC) as the issuers of licenses to
electricians and that the City of Sachse only recognizes TDLR as the licensing

authority.
2. Staff is also making formatting changes to Chapter 3, Section 3-4, “National

Electrical Code” of the Code of Ordinances.

2009 International Fuel Gas Code

Recommendations by NCTCOG
1. Section [M] 306.5.1 refers to equipment and appliances on sloped roofs.
NCTCOG is recommending that when equipment is installed of a roof with a pitch of
4:12, a catwalk or level surface needs to be installed on each side of the equipment
for service, repair or maintenance of equipment. This is to assure safe access to
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roof equipment.
2. Section 306.7 refers to water heaters above ground or floor. NCTCOG is
recommending that this be added to ensure and provide safe access to water
heaters. This change is consistent with regional amendments found in the plumbing

code and mechanical code, sections 502.6 and 306.6 respectively.
3. Section 306.7.1 refers to illumination and convenience outlets on mezzanines
and platforms. NCTCOG is recommending that areas around water heaters are
well lit and are provided with an electrical outlet near the water heater. This is to
ensure that mezzanines and platforms receive adequate lighting and a receptacle
outlet for the maintenance of equipment. This change is consistent with regional
amendments found in the plumbing code and mechanical code, sections 502.6 and

306.6 respectively.
4. Section 404.10.1 refers to the burial depth of individual gas lines for outside
appliances. NCTCOG is recommending that this section, which allows outside gas
lines for gas lights, grills and other appliances be buried no less than 8 inches deep
be deleted. NCTCOG recommends that all individual lines be buried no less than

18 inches deep.  This is to provide increased protection to the gas piping system.
5. Section 406.4 refers to test pressure measurement of gas pipe lines. NCTCOG
is recommending that mechanical gauges be prohibited from being used. This will
require the use of more accurate diaphragm gauges. Mechanical or spring gauges

do not provide accurate measurement below approximately 17 psig.

Recommendations by Staff
1. Staff is making formatting changes to Chapter 3, Section 3-22, “International

Fuel Gas Code” of the Code of Ordinances.

In summary, Staff’s goal was to provide a report that was not only comprehensive, but also
provided enough information that would give Council a good understanding of the codes
editions that warrant adoption and the reasoning for the recommended code amendments.
Finally, to assist Council in making an informed decision to approve the adoption of the 2009
I-Codes and the recommended code amendments for each when it comes before you as an
agenda item later this year.

Budget Considerations
N/A

Staff Recommendations
N/A
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Recommended Amendments to the 
2009 International Building Code 

North Central Texas Council of Governments region 
 

The following sections, paragraphs, and sentences of the 2009 International Building Code are hereby 
amended as follows: Standard type is text from the IBC. Underlined type is text inserted. Lined through 
type is deleted text from IBC. A double asterisk (**) at the beginning of a section identifies an amendment 
carried over from the 2006 edition of the code and a triple asterisk (***) identifies a new or revised 
amendment with the 2009 code. 
  

 
Explanation of Options A and B: 
Please note that as there is a wide range in fire fighting philosophies / capabilities of cities across the 
region, OPTION “A” and OPTION “B” are provided in the Fire and Building Code amendments.  
Jurisdictions should choose one or the other based on their fire fighting philosophies / capabilities 
when adopting code amendments. 
  

 
Note: Historically NCTCOG has limited chapter 1 amendments in order to allow each city to insert their 
local policies and procedures. We now have suggested certain items to be brought to the attention of 
cities considering adoption of the code that may be of concern to several jurisdictions. It is still intended 
to be discretionary to each city to determine which chapter 1 amendments to include. 
 
 
 
***Section 101.4; change to read as follows: 
 
101.4 Referenced codes.  The other codes listed in Sections 101.4.1 through 101.4.6 and referenced 
elsewhere in this code, when specifically adopted, shall be considered part of the requirements of this 
code to the prescribed extent of each such reference.  Whenever amendments have been adopted to the 
referenced codes and standards, each reference to said code and standard shall be considered to 
reference the amendments as well.  Any reference to NFPA 70 or the Electrical Code shall mean the 
Electrical Code as adopted. 
 
(Reason:  Legal wording to recognize locally adopted codes and amendments adopted with referenced 
codes. The former ICC Electrical Code is now Appendix K of this code but no longer called by that name.) 
 
 
 
***Section 101.4.7; add the following: 
 
101.4.7 Electrical. The provisions of the Electrical Code shall apply to the installation of electrical 
systems, including alterations, repairs, replacement, equipment, appliances, fixtures, fittings and 
appurtenances thereto. 
 
(Reason: This was dropped when ICC quit publishing the ICC Electrical Code, but the Electrical Code still 
should be referenced regardless of how it is adopted.) 
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*** Section 103 and 103.1 amend to insert the Department Name 
 

SECTION 103 
DEPARTMENT OF BUILDING SAFETY [INSERT OFFICIAL BUILDING DEPARTMENT 

NAME OF JURISDICTION] 
 

103.1 Creation of enforcement agency. The Department of Building Safety [INSERT OFFICIAL 
BUILDING DEPARTMENT NAME OF JURISDICTION] is hereby created and the official in charge thereof 
shall be known as the building official. 
 
(Reason: Reminder to be sure ordinance reads the same as designated by the city.) 
 
 
 
***Section 109; add Section 109.7 to read as follows: 
 
109.7 Re-inspection Fee. A fee as established by city council resolution may be charged when: 
 

1. The inspection called for is not ready when the inspector arrives; 
 
2. No building address or permit card is clearly posted; 
 
3. City approved plans are not on the job site available to the inspector; 
 
4. The building is locked or work otherwise not available for inspection when called; 
 
5. The job site is red-tagged twice for the same item; 
 
6. The original red tag has been removed from the job site. 
 
7. Failure to maintain erosion control, trash control or tree protection. 

 
  Any re-inspection fees assessed shall be paid before any more inspections are made on that job site. 
 
(Reason: This fee is not a fine or penalty but is designed to compensate for time and trips when 
inspections are called for when not ready.) 
 
 
 
***Section 109; add Section 109.8, 109.8.1, 109.8.2 and 109.9 to read as follows: 
 
109.8 Work without a permit. 
 

109.8.1 Investigation. Whenever work for which a permit is required by this code has been 
commenced without first obtaining a permit, a special investigation shall be made before a permit 
may be issued for such work. 

 
109.8.2 Fee. An investigation fee, in addition to the permit fee, shall be collected whether or not a 
permit is subsequently issued. The investigation fee shall be equal to the amount of the permit fee 
required by this code or the city fee schedule as applicable. The payment of such investigation fee 
shall not exempt the applicant from compliance with all other provisions of either this code or the 
technical codes nor from penalty prescribed by law. 

 
109.9 Unauthorized cover up fee. Any work concealed without first obtaining the required inspection in 
violation of section 110 shall be assessed a fee as established by the city fee schedule.  
 
(Reason: This fee is not a fine or penalty but is designed to compensate for time and to remove incentive 
to attempt to evade permits and code compliance. Text taken from former Uniform Administrative Code.) 
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**Section 110.3.5; jurisdiction has the option to delete depending on local inspection policies. 
 
(Reason: Lath or gypsum board inspections are not normally performed in this area.) 
 
 
 
***Section 202; amend definition of Ambulatory Health Care Facility and Fire Watch as follows:  
 
[B] AMBULATORY HEALTH CARE FACILITY. Buildings or portions thereof used to provide medical, 
surgical, psychiatric, nursing or similar care on a less than 24-hour basis to individuals who are rendered 
incapable of self-preservation. This group may include but not be limited to the following: 

- Dialysis centers 
- Sedation dentistry 
- Surgery centers 
- Colonic centers 
- Psychiatric centers 

 
(Reason: to clarify the range of uses included in the definition. [Explanatory note related to Ambulatory 
health care facilities: This group of uses as defined in chapter 2 includes a medical or dental office 
where persons are put under for dental surgery or other services. Section 903.2.2 will now require such 
uses to be sprinkled if on other than the floor of exit discharge or if four or more persons are put under on 
the level of exit discharge. Recommend (1.) jurisdictions document any pre existing non conforming 
conditions prior to issuing a new C of O for a change of tenant and, (2.) On any medical or dental office 
specify on C of O specify the maximum number of persons permitted to be put under general anesthesia.] 
It is recommended that before a Certificate of Occupancy is issued, a letter of intended use shall be 
included and a C of O documenting the maximum number of care recipients incapable of self 
preservation allowed.) 
 
 
 

Option A 
***Section 202; {No amendment necessary} 
  

 

Option B 
***Section 202; amend definition to read as follows: 
 
HIGH-RISE BUILDING.  A building with an occupied floor located more than 75 55 feet (22 860 mm) 
(16 764 mm) above the lowest level of fire department vehicle access. 
  

 
(Reason: To define high-rise, as it influences sprinkler requirement thresholds based on the fire fighting 
capabilities of a jurisdiction. This correction needed for Option B cities only as a basic definition of High 
Rise is now provided.) 
 
 
 
**Section 304.1; add the following to the list of occupancies: 
 

Fire stations  
Police stations with detention facilities for 5 or less  

 
(Reason: Consistent with regional practice dating back to the legacy codes.) 
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***Section 307.1; add the following to Exception 4: 
 
4. Cleaning establishments… {text unchanged} …with Section 712, or both. See also IFC chapter 12, Dry 
Cleaning Plant provisions. 
 
(Reason: To call attention to detailed requirements in the Fire Code.) 
 
 
 
**Section 310.1; amend second paragraph under R-3 as follows: 
 
  Adult care and child care facilities with 5 or fewer unrelated persons that are within a single-family home 
are permitted to comply with the International Residential Code. 
 
(Reason: To clarify this provision which could allow unsprinklered care facilities only applies to listed 
under R-3) 
 
 
 
***Section 403.1, Exception 3; change to read as follows: 
 

3. Open air portions of buildings Buildings with a Group A-5 occupancy in accordance with Section 
303.1.  

 
(Reason: To clarify enclosed portions are not exempt.) 
 
 
 
**Section 403.3, Exception; delete item 2. 
 
(Reason: To provide adequate fire protection to enclosed areas.) 
 
 
 
**Section 404.1.1; change definition of “Atrium” as follows: 
 
ATRIUM.  An opening connecting two three or more stories… {Balance remains unchanged} 
 
(Reason: Accepted practice in the region based on legacy codes. Section 1022 permits unenclosed two 
story stairways under certain circumstances.) 
 
 
 
***Section 404.5; delete Exception. 
 
(Reason: Consistent with amended atrium definition.) 
 
 
 
**Section 406.1.2; add item 3 to read as follows: 
 

3.    A separation is not required between a Group R-2 and U carport provided that the carport is  
entirely open on all sides and that the distance between the two is at least 10 feet (3048 mm). 

 
(Reason: Simplifies the fire separation distance and eliminates the need to obtain opening information on 
existing buildings when adding carports in existing apartment complexes. Consistent with legacy codes in 
effect in region for years and no record of problems with car fires spreading to apartments as a result.) 
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***Section 406.6.1; add a second paragraph to read as follows: 
 
  This occupancy shall also include garages involved in minor repair, modification and servicing of motor 
vehicles for items such as lube changes, inspections, windshield repair or replacement, shocks, minor 
part replacement and other such minor repairs.   
 
(Reason:  To further clarify types of service work allowed in a repair garage, as well as to correspond with 
definition in the IFC.) 
 
 
 
**Section 506.2.2; add a sentence to read as follows: 
  
506.2.2 Open space limits. Such open space shall be either on the same lot or dedicated for public use 
and shall be accessed from a street or approved fire lane. In order to be considered as accessible, if not 
in direct contact with a street or fire lane, a minimum 10-foot wide pathway meeting fire department 
access from the street or approved fire lane shall be provided. 
 
(Reason: To define what is considered accessible.  Consistent with regional amendment to IFC 503.1.1.) 
 
 
 
***Section 508.2.5, add a sentence at the end of paragraph: 
 
508.2.5 Separation of incidental accessory occupancies. The incidental accessory occupancies listed 
in Table 508.2.5 shall be separated from the remainder of the building or equipped with an automatic fire-
extinguishing system, or both, in accordance with Table 508.2.5. An incidental accessory occupancy shall 
be classified in accordance with the occupancy of that portion of the building in which it is located.  
 

{Exception unchanged} 
 
(Reason: To clarify incidental accessory occupancies classified as a portion of the building they are 
located.)  
 
 
 
***Section 708.2, Exception 7; amend item 7.3 and delete items 7.4 and 7.5 and renumber as 
follows: 

 
7.1. Does not connect more than two stories. 
 
7.2. Is not part of the required means of egress system except as permitted in Section 1022.1. 
 
7.3. Is not concealed within the building construction of a wall or a floor/ceiling assemble. 
 
7.4. Is not open to a corridor in Group I and R occupancies. 
 
7.5. Is not open to a corridor on nonsprinklered floors in any occupancy. 
 
7.6. 7.4 Is separated from floor openings and air transfer openings serving other floors by 

construction conforming to required shaft enclosures. 
 
7.7. 7.5 Is limited to the same smoke compartment. 

  
(Reason: To be consistent with regionally accepted practices and legacy codes.) 
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***Section 903.1.1; change to read as follows: 
 
[F] 903.1.1 Alternative protection. Alternative automatic fire-extinguishing systems complying with 
Section 904 shall be permitted in lieu of addition to automatic sprinkler protection where recognized by 
the applicable standard, or as approved by the fire code official. 
 
(Reason: Such alternative systems do not provide the reliability of automatic sprinkler protection in 
general.  An applicant could pursue an Alternate Method request to help mitigate the reliability issues with 
these alternative systems with the fire code official if so desired.  This also meets with local practices in 
the region.) 
 
 
 
***Section 903.2; change to read as follows:  
 
[F] 903.2 Where required.  Approved automatic sprinkler systems in new buildings and structures shall 
be provided in the locations described in Section 903.2.1 through 903.2.12.  Automatic sprinklers shall not 
be installed in elevator machine rooms, elevator machine spaces, and elevator hoistways. Storage shall 
not be allowed within the elevator machine room. Signage shall be provided at the entry doors to the 
elevator machine room indicating “ELEVATOR MACHINERY – NO STORAGE ALLOWED”. 
 

Exception: {text of exception deleted} 
 

(Reason: Firefighter safety - this amendment eliminates the shunt trip requirement of the International 
Building Code Section 3006.5 for the purpose of elevator passenger and firefighter safety. This 
amendment is contingent on the Building Code amendment eliminating the Exceptions to Section 3006.4, 
such that passive fire barriers for these areas are maintained. The exception deletion is due to the fact 
that such telecom areas pose an undue fire risk to the structural integrity of the building.  This also meets 
with local practices in the region.) 
 
 
 
**Section 903.2.9; add Section 903.2.9.3 to read as follows: 
 
[F] 903.2.9.3 Self-service storage facility. An automatic sprinkler system shall be installed throughout 
all self-service storage facilities. 
 
Exception: One-story self-service storage facilities that have no interior corridors, with a one-hour fire 
barrier separation wall installed between every storage compartment. 
 
(Reason: fire departments are unable to inspect these commercial occupancies and are unaware of the 
contents being stored.) 
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Option A 
**Section 903.2.11; amend 903.2.11.3 and add 903.2.11.7 and 903.2.11.8, as follows: 
 
[F] 903.2.11.3 Buildings 55 feet or more in height.  An automatic sprinkler system shall be installed 
throughout buildings with a floor level, other than penthouses in compliance with Section 1509 of the 
International Building Code, having an occupant load of 30 or more that is located 55 feet (16 764 
mm) or more above the lowest level of fire department vehicle access. 
 

Exceptions: 
 
1.  Airport control towers. 
 
2.  Open parking structures in compliance with Section 406.3 of the Building Code. 
 
3. Occupancies in Group F-2.   

 
{text of Sections 903.2.11.4 through 903.2.11.6 unchanged} 

 
[F] 903.2.11.7 High-Piled Combustible Storage.  For any building with a clear height exceeding 12 
feet (4572 mm), see Chapter 23 to determine if those provisions apply. 
 
[F] 903.2.11.8  Spray Booths and Rooms.  New and existing spray booths and spraying rooms shall 
be protected by an approved automatic fire-extinguishing system. 
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Option B  
 
**Section 903.2.11; amend 903.2.11.3 and add 903.2.11.7, 903.2.11.8, and 903.2.11.9 as follows: 
 
[F] 903.2.11.3 Buildings 35 feet or more in height.  An automatic sprinkler system shall be installed 
throughout buildings with a floor level, other than penthouses in compliance with Section 1509 of the 
International Building Code, having an occupant load of 30 or more that is located 55 35 feet (16 764 
10 668mm) or more above the lowest level of fire department vehicle access. 
 

Exceptions: 
 
1.  Airport control towers.  

 
2.  Open parking structures in compliance with Section 406.3 of the International Building           

   Code. 
 

3.  Occupancies in Group F-2.   
 
{text of Sections 903.2.11.4 through 903.2.11.6 unchanged} 
 
[F] 903.2.11.7 High-Piled Combustible Storage.  For any building with a clear height exceeding 12 
feet (4572 mm), see Chapter 23 to determine if those provisions apply. 
 
[F] 903.2.11.8  Spray Booths and Rooms.  New and existing spray booths and spraying rooms shall 
be protected by an approved automatic fire-extinguishing system. 
 
[F] 903.2.11.9  Buildings Over 6,000 sq.ft.  An automatic sprinkler system shall be installed 
throughout all buildings with a building area over 6,000 sq.ft.  For the purpose of this provision, fire 
walls shall not define separate buildings. 
 

Exceptions: 
 
1.  Open parking garages in compliance with Section 406.3 of the International Building           

   Code. 

  

 
(Reason: Reflects regional practices.) 
 
 



North Central Texas           10 September 23, 2010 
2009 IBC amendments     

 

***Section 903.3.1.1.1; change to read as follows: 
 
[F] 903.3.1.1.1 Exempt locations. When approved by the fire code official, automatic sprinklers shall not 
be required in the following rooms or areas where such… {text unchanged} …because it is damp, of fire-
resistance-rated construction or contains electrical equipment. 
 

1. Any room where the application of water, or flame and water, constitutes a serious life or fire 
hazard. 
 

2. Any room or space where sprinklers are considered undesirable because of the nature of the 
contents, when approved by the code official. 
 

3. Generator and transformer rooms, under the direct control of a public utility, separated from the 
remainder of the building by walls and floor/ceiling or roof/ceiling assemblies having a fire-
resistance rating of not less than 2 hours. 
 

4. In rooms or areas that are of noncombustible construction with wholly noncombustible contents. 
 

5. Fire service access Elevator machine rooms, machinery spaces, and hoistways.  
 
(Reason: Gives more direction to code official. Exception 4 deleted to provide protection where fire risks 
are poorly addressed.  Amendment 903.2 addresses Exception 5 above.) 
 
 
 
***Section 903.3.1.3; add the following: 
 
[F] 903.3.1.3 NFPA 13D sprinkler systems. Where allowed, automatic sprinkler systems installed in 
one- and two-family dwellings and townhouses shall be installed throughout in accordance with NFPA 
13D or in accordance with state law. 
 
(Reason: To allow the use of the Plumbing section of the IRC and recognize current state stipulations in 
this regard.) 
 
 
 
Section 903.3.5; add a second paragraph to read as follows: 
 
[F] 903.3.5 Water supplies. Water supplies for automatic sprinkler systems shall comply with this section 
and the standards referenced in Section 903.3.1. The potable water supply shall be protected against 
backflow in accordance with the requirements of this section and the International Plumbing Code. 
 
  Water supply as required for such systems shall be provided in conformance with the supply 
requirements of the respective standards; however, every fire protection system shall be designed with a 
10 psi safety factor. 
 
(Reason: To define a uniform safety factor.) 
 
 
 
**Section 903.4; add a second paragraph after the exceptions to read as follows: 
 
  Sprinkler and standpipe system water-flow detectors shall be provided for each floor tap to the sprinkler 
system and shall cause an alarm upon detection of water flow for more than 45 seconds.  All control 
valves in the sprinkler and standpipe systems except for fire department hose connection valves shall be 
electrically supervised to initiate a supervisory signal at the central station upon tampering. 
 
(Reason: Consistent with amendment to IFC Section 1504.) 
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Section 903.4.2; add a second paragraph to read as follows: 
 
  The alarm device required on the exterior of the building shall be a weatherproof horn/strobe notification 
appliance with a minimum 75 candela strobe rating, installed as close as practicable to the fire 
department connection.   
 
(Reason: Fire department connections are not always located at the riser; this allows the fire department 
faster access.) 
 
 
 
**Section 903.6; add Section 903.6.3 to read as follows: 
 
[F] 903.6.3 Spray booths and rooms.  New and existing spray booths and spray rooms shall be 
protected by an approved automatic fire-extinguishing system in accordance with Section 1504. 
 
Reason: Consistent with amendment to IFC Section 1504.) 
 
 
 
**Section 905.2; change to read as follows: 
 
[F] 905.2 Installation standard. Standpipe systems shall be installed in accordance with this section and 
NFPA 14.  Manual dry standpipe systems shall be supervised with a minimum of 10 psig and a maximum 
of 40 psig air pressure with a high/low alarm. 
 
(Reason: To define manual dry standpipe supervision requirements.) 
 
 
 
**Section 905.3; add Section 905.3.8 with exception to read as follows: 
 
[F] 905.3.8 Building area. In buildings exceeding 10,000 square feet in area per story, Class I automatic 
wet or manual wet standpipes shall be provided where any portion of the building’s interior area is more 
than 200 feet (60960 mm) of travel, vertically and horizontally, from the nearest point of fire department 
vehicle access. 
 

Exception: Automatic dry and semi-automatic dry standpipes are allowed as provided for in NFPA 
14. 

 
(Reason: Allows for the rapid deployment of hose lines to the body of the fire.) 
 
 
 
***Section 905.4, item 5; change to read as follows: 
 

5.   Where the roof has a slope less than four units vertical in 12 units horizontal (33.3-percent slope), 
each standpipe shall be provided with a two-way hose connection located either… {remainder of 
text unchanged}. 

 
(Reason: Reduced the amount of pressure required to facilitate testing, and provides backup protection 
for firefighter safety.) 
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***Section 905.4; add the following item 7: 
 

7.   When required by this Chapter, standpipe connections shall be placed adjacent to all required 
exits to the structure and at two hundred feet (200’) intervals along major corridors thereafter.    

 
(Reason: Allows for the rapid deployment of hose lines to the body of the fire.).) 
 
 
 
**Section 905.9; add a second paragraph after the exceptions to read as follows: 
 
  Sprinkler and standpipe system water-flow detectors shall be provided for each floor tap to the sprinkler 
system and shall cause an alarm upon detection of water flow for more than 45 seconds.  All control 
valves in the sprinkler and standpipe systems except for fire department hose connection valves shall be 
electrically supervised to initiate a supervisory signal at the central station upon tampering. 
 
(Reason: To avoid significant water losses. Consistent with amendment to IFC Section 903.4.) 

 
 
 
***Section 906.1 {Where required}; change Exception to item 1 as follows: 
 

Exception: In new and existing Group A, B and E occupancies equipped throughout with quick 
response sprinklers, portable fire extinguishers shall be required only in locations specified in Items 2 
through 6.  In R-2 occupancies, portable fire extinguishers shall be required only in locations specified 
in Items 2. through 6. where each dwelling unit is provided with a portable fire extinguisher having a 
minimum rating of 1-A:10-B:C. 

 
(Reason: Removing exception reflects regional practice and matches upcoming 2012 edition of IFC.  R-2 
provision addresses the growing issue of theft and vandalism of such devices in that environment and 
matches upcoming 2012 edition of IFC.) 
 
 
 
***Section 907.1; add Section 907.1.4 to read as follows: 
 
[F] 907.1.4  Design Standards.  All alarm systems, new or replacement, shall be addressable.  Alarm 
systems serving more than 20 smoke detectors shall be analog addressable. 
 

Exception:  Existing systems need not comply unless the total building remodel or expansion 
initiated after the effective date of this code, as adopted, exceeds 30% of the building.  When 
cumulative building remodel or expansion exceeds 50% of the building, compliance is required within 
18 months of permit application. 

 
(Reason: Consistent with local practice and emerging technology. Reduces need for panel replacement in 
the future.) 
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***Section 907.2.1; change to read as follows: 
 
[F] 907.2.1 Group A.  A manual fire alarm system that activates the occupant notification system in 
accordance with new Section 907.6 shall be installed in Group A occupancies having an occupant load of 
300 or more persons or more than 100 persons above or below the lowest level of exit discharge.  
Portions of Group E occupancies occupied for assembly purposes shall be provided with a fire alarm 
system as required for the Group E occupancy. Activation of fire alarm notification appliances shall: 
 

1.   Cause illumination of the means of egress with light of not less than 1 foot-candle (11 lux) at the 
walking surface level, and 

 
2.   Stop any conflicting or confusing sounds and visual distractions. 

 
{exception unchanged} 
 
(Reason: Increases the requirement to be consistent with Group B requirement. Also addresses issue 
found in Group A occupancies of reduced lighting levels and other A/V equipment that distracts from fire 
alarm notification devices.  Also reflects regional practice.) 
 
 
 
**Section 907.2.3; change to read as follows: 
 
[F] 907.2.3 Group E.  A manual fire alarm system that activates the occupant notification system in 
accordance with Section 907.6 shall be installed in Group E educational occupancies.  When automatic 
sprinkler systems or smoke detectors are installed, such systems or detectors shall be connected to the 
building fire alarm system.  An approved smoke detection system shall be installed in Group E day care 
occupancies.  Unless separated by a minimum of 100' open space, all buildings, whether portable 
buildings or the main building, will be considered one building for alarm occupant load consideration and 
interconnection of alarm systems. 
 
(Reason: To distinguish educational from day care occupancy minimum protection requirements.  Further, 
to define threshold at which portable buildings are considered a separate building for the purposes of 
alarm systems.) 
 
 
 
***Section 907.2.3; change exception 1 and add exception 1.1 to read as follows: 
 

Exceptions: 
 
1. A manual fire alarm system is not required in Group E educational and day care occupancies with 

an occupant load of less than 50 when provided with an approved automatic sprinkler system. 
 

1.1.  Residential In-Home day care with not more than 12 children may use interconnected 
single station detectors in all habitable rooms. (For care of more than five children 2 1/2 
or less years of age, see Section 907.2.6.)  

 
{remaining exceptions unchanged} 

 
(Reason: Consistent with Texas State laws concerning day care facility requirements.) 
 
 
 

Option A 
**Section 907.2.13; {text unchanged} 
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Option B  
**Section 907.2.13; change to read as follows: 
 
[F] 907.2.13 High-rise buildings.  Buildings with a floor used for human occupancy located more 
than 75 55 feet (22 860 16 764 mm) above the lowest level of fire department vehicle access shall be 
provided with an automatic smoke detection system in accordance with Section 907.2.13.1, a fire 
department communication system in accordance with Section 907.2.13.2 and an emergency 
voice/alarm communication system in accordance with Section 907.6.2.2. 
 

 
(Reason: To correct definition of high-rise for Option B jurisdictions.) 
 
 
 
**Section 907.2.13, Exception 3; change to read as follows: 
 

3. Buildings with an occupancy in Group A-5 in accordance with Section 303.1 of the International 
Building Code, when used for open air seating; however, this exception does not apply to 
accessory uses including but not limited to sky boxes, restaurants and similarly enclosed areas. 

 
(Reason: To indicate that enclosed areas within open air seating type occupancies are not exempted 
from automatic fire alarm system requirements.) 
 
 
 
**Section 907.5.2; add Section 907.5.2.6 to read as follows: 
 
[F] 907.5.2.6 Type. Manual alarm initiating devices shall be an approved double action type. 
 
(Reason: Helps to reduce false alarms. Consistent with regional requirements. {IBC Section 907.4.2.6 - 
Regional Amendment}) 
 
 
 
**Section 907.7.1; add Section 907.7.1.1 to read as follows: 
 
[F] 907.7.1.1 Installation.  All fire alarm systems shall be installed in such a manner that a failure of any 
single initiating device or single open in an initiating circuit conductor will not interfere with the normal 
operation of other such devices.  All initiating circuit conductors shall be Class “A” wired with a minimum 
of six feet separation between supply and return circuit conductors.  IDC – Class “A” Style D; SLC - Class 
“A” Style 6; NAC - Class “B” Style Y.  The IDC from an addressable device used to monitor the status of a 
suppression system may be wired Class B, Style B provided the distance from the addressable device is 
within 10-feet of the suppression system device. 
 
(Reason: To provide uniformity in system specifications and guidance to design engineers. Improves 
reliability of fire alarm devices and systems.) 

 
 
 
***Section 907.7.5; add Section 907.7.5.2 to read as follows: 
 
[F] 907.7.5.2 Communication Requirements. All alarm systems, new or replacement, shall transmit 
alarm, supervisory and trouble signals descriptively to the approved central station, remote supervisory 
station or proprietary supervising station as defined in NFPA 72, with the correct device designation and 
location of addressable device identification. Alarms shall not be permitted to be transmitted as a General 
Alarm or Zone condition. 
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(Reason: To assist responding personnel in locating the emergency event.) 
 
 
 
**Section 910.1; change Exception 2 to read as follows: 
 

 2.  Where areas of buildings are equipped with early suppression fast-response (ESFR) sprinklers, 
automatic only manual smoke and heat vents shall not be required within these areas. Automatic 
smoke and heat vents are prohibited. 

 
(Reason: Allows the fire department to control the smoke and heat during and after a fire event.) 
 
 
 
***Section 910.2; add Section 910.2.3 with exceptions and 910.2.4 to read as follows: 
 
910.2.3 Group H. Buildings and portions thereof used as a Group H occupancy as follows:  
1. In occupancies classified as Group H-2 or H-3, any of which are more than 15,000 square feet (1394 
m

2
) in single floor area. 

 
Exceptions: 

 
1. Buildings of noncombustible construction containing only noncombustible materials. 

 
2. In areas of buildings in Group H used for storing Class 2, 3 and 4 liquid and solid oxidizers, Class 

1 and unclassified detonable organic peroxides, Class 3 and 4 unstable (reactive) materials, or 
Class 2 or 3 water-reactive materials as required for a high-hazard commodity classification. 

 
910.2.4 Exit access travel distance increase. Buildings and portions thereof used as a Group F-1 or S-
1 occupancy where the maximum exit access travel distance is increased in accordance with Section 
1016.3.  
 
(Reason: Maintain the current level of protection as outlined in the 2003 IFC.) 
 
 
 
**Table 910.3; change the title of the first row of the table from “Group F-1 and S-1” to include 
“Group H” and to read as follows: 
 
Group H, F-1 and S-1 
 
(Reason: Consistency with the amendment 910.2.4 to include Group H.) 
 
 
 
**Section 910.3.2.2; add second paragraph to read as follows: 
 
  The automatic operating mechanism of the smoke and heat vents shall operate at a temperature rating 
at least 100 degrees F (approximately 38 degrees Celsius) greater than the temperature rating of the 
sprinklers installed. 
 
(Reason:  Specifies a temperature range at which smoke and heat vents should activate in sprinklered 
buildings to ensure that the sprinkler system has an opportunity to activate and control the fire prior tovent 
operation.) 
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***Section 912.2; add Section 912.2.3 to read as follows: 
 
[F] 912.2.3 Hydrant distance. An approved fire hydrant shall be located within 100 feet of the fire 
department connection as the fire hose lays. 
 
(Reason: Consistent with regional practices.) 
 
 
 
**Section 913.1; add second paragraph and exception to read as follows: 
 
  When located on the ground level at an exterior wall, the fire pump room shall be provided with an 
exterior fire department access door that is not less than 3 ft. in width and 6 ft. – 8 in. in height, regardless 
of any interior doors that are provided.  A key box shall be provided at this door, as required by Section 
506.1. 
 

Exception:  When it is necessary to locate the fire pump room on other levels or not at an exterior 
wall, the corridor leading to the fire pump room access from the exterior of the building shall be 
provided with equivalent fire resistance as that required for the pump room, or as approved by the fire 
code official.  Access keys shall be provided in the key box as required by Section 506.1. 

 
(Reason:  This requirement allows fire fighters safer access to the fire pump room.  The requirement 
allows access without being required to enter the building and locate the fire pump room interior access 
door during a fire event. The exception recognizes that this will not always be a feasible design scenario 
for some buildings, and as such, provides an acceptable alternative to protect the pathway to the fire 
pump room.) 
 
 
 
**Section 1004.1.1; delete exception: 
 
1004.1.1 Areas without fixed seating. The number of occupants shall be computed at the rate of one 
occupant per unit of area as prescribed in Table 1004.1.1. For areas without fixed seating, the occupant 
load shall not be less than that number determined by dividing the floor area under consideration by the 
occupant per unit of area factor assigned to the occupancy as set forth in Table 1004.1.1. Where an 
intended use is not listed in Table 1004.1.1, the building official shall establish a use based on a listed 
use that most nearly resembles the intended use. 
 

Exception: Where approved by the building official, the actual number of occupants for whom each 
occupied space, floor or building is designed, although less than those determined by calculation, 
shall be permitted to be used in the determination of the design occupant load. 

  
(Reason: Authority having jurisdiction (AHJ) already has this authority. Technical substantiation is 
required to support deviation from table values.) 
 
 
 
***Section 1007.1; add the following Exception 4: 
 

Exceptions: 
 
{previous exceptions unchanged} 
 
4.   Buildings regulated under State Law and built in accordance with State registered plans, including 

any variances or waivers granted by the State, shall be deemed to be in compliance with the 
requirements of Section 1007. 
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(Reason: To accommodate buildings regulated under Texas State Law and to be consistent with 
amendments to Chapter 11.) 
 
 
 
***Section 1008.1.9.3; Locks and Latches; add condition as follows: 
 
1008.1.9.3, Locks and latches. Locks and latches shall… {text unchanged}…any of the following exists: 
 
{text of conditions 1 through 3 unchanged} 
 

3.1  Where egress doors are used in pairs and positive latching is required, approved automatic 
flush bolts shall be permitted to be used, provided that both leaves achieve positive latching 
regardless of the closing sequence and the door leaf having the automatic flush bolts has no 
doorknobs or surface mounted hardware. 

 
{text of conditions 4 and 5 unchanged} 
 
(Reason: To ensure positive latching.)  

 
 
 
***Section 1008.1.9.4; amend exceptions 3 and 4 as follows: 
 

Exceptions: {Text of Exceptions 1 and 2 unchanged} 
 

3. Where a pair of doors serves an occupant load of less than 50 persons in a Group B, F, M or 
S occupancy, {remaining text unchanged} 

 
4. Where a pair of doors serves a Group B, F, M or S occupancy, {remaining text unchanged} 

 
(Reason: reflects regional practice.)  
 
 
 
***Section 1008.1.9.8; change to read as follows: 
 
1008.1.9.8 Electromagnetically locked egress doors. Doors in the means of egress that are not 
otherwise required to have panic hardware in buildings with an occupancy in Group A, B, E, I-1, I-2, M, R-
1 or R-2 and doors to tenant spaces in Group A, B, E, I-1, I-2, M, R-1 or R-2 shall be permitted to be 
electromagnetically locked if equipped with listed hardware that incorporates a built-in switch and meet 
the requirements below: {remaining text unchanged} 
 
(Reason: Common regional practice to permit such locks due to the presence of trained staff.) 
 
 
 
***Section 1015; add new section 1015.7 to read as follows: 
 
1015.7  Electrical Rooms. For electrical rooms, special exiting requirements may apply. Reference the 
electrical code as adopted. 
 
(Reason: Reference necessary for coordination.) 
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***Section 1016; add new section 1016.3 to read as follows: 
 
1016.3. Roof Vent Increase. In buildings that are one story in height, equipped with automatic heat and 
smoke roof vents complying with Section 910 and equipped throughout with an automatic sprinkler 
system in accordance with Section 903.3.1.1, the maximum exit access travel distance shall be 400 feet 
for occupancies in Group F-1 or S-1. 
 
(Reason: Disagree with reason for deletion of Section 1016.2 in 2006 IBC as indicated in ICC E114/07/08 
Commentary.) 
 
 
 
***Section 1018.1; add exception 5 to read as follows: 
 
{previous text unchanged} 
 

5.     In Group B office buildings, corridor walls and ceilings need not be of fire-resistive construction 
within office spaces of a single tenant when the space is equipped with an approved automatic 
fire alarm system within the corridor.  The actuation of any detector shall activate alarms audible 
in all areas served by the corridor. 

 
(Reason: To reduce redundant requirements in a single tenant situation.  Intended to be consistent with 
regional amendment to IFC. Carried over from 2006 IBC, numbering change.) 
 
 
 
***Section 1018.6; amend to read as follows: 
 
1018.6, Corridor Continuity. Fire-Resistance-Rated All corridors shall be continuous from the point of 
entry to an exit, and shall not be interrupted by intervening rooms.  
 
{Exception unchanged} 
 
(Reason: Once in corridor, corridor should not be interrupted or discontinuous.) 
 
 
 
***Section 1022.1; add exceptions 8 and 9 to read as follows: 
 
{previous text unchanged} 
 

8.    In other than occupancy Groups H and I, a maximum of 50 percent of egress stairways serving 
one adjacent floor are not required to be enclosed, provided at least two means of egress are 
provided from both floors served by the unenclosed stairways. Any two such interconnected 
floors shall not be open to other floors. 

 
9.    In other than occupancy Groups H and I, interior egress stairways serving only the first and 

second stories of a building equipped throughout with an automatic sprinkler system in 
accordance with Section 903.3.1.1 are not required to be enclosed, provided at least two means 
of egress are provided from both floors served by the unenclosed stairways. Such interconnected 
stories shall not be open to other stories. 

 
(Reason: To be consistent with regionally accepted practices and legacy codes.) 
 
 
 

Option A 
***Section 1022.9; {text unchanged} 
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Option B 

***Section 1022.9; amend section to read as follows: 
 
1022.9. Smokeproof enclosures and pressurized stairways. In buildings required to comply with 
Section 403 or 405, each of the exit enclosures serving a story with a floor service not more than 75 
feet (22 860 mm) 55 feet (16 764 mm) above the lowest level of fire department vehicle access or 
more than 30 feet (9 144 mm) below… {remaining text unchanged}   

 

 
(Reason: To be consistent with changes to high rise provisions in communities following Option B 
approach.)  
 
 
 

Option A 
***Section 1024.1; {text unchanged} 

 

 

Option B 
***Section 1024.1; change to read as follows:  
 
1024.1; General. Approved luminous egress path markings delineating the exit path shall be 
provided in buildings of Groups A, B, E, I, M and R-1 having occupied floors located more than 75 
feet (22 860 mm) 55 feet (16 764 mm)  above the lowest level of fire department vehicle access in 
accordance with…  {Remaining text unchanged }. 

 

 
 (Reason: To be consistent with changes to high rise provisions in communities following Option B 
approach.) 
 
 
 
***Section 1026.6; amend exception 4 to read as follows: 
 

Exceptions: {Exceptions 1 through 3 unchanged} 
 

3. Separation from the interior open-ended corridors of the building… {remaining text unchanged} 
 
(Reason: To clarify that Section 1022.6, i.e., the 180 degree rule is applicable.) 
 
 
 
***Section 1101.2; add an exception to read as follows: 
 

Exception:  Buildings regulated under State Law and built in accordance with State registered plans, 
including any variances or waivers granted by the State, shall be deemed to be in compliance with 
the requirements of this Chapter.   

 
(Reason: To accommodate buildings regulated under Texas State law.) 
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**Table 1505.1; replace footnotes b and c with the following: 
 

b.   All individual replacement shingles or shakes shall be in compliance with the rating required by this 
table. 

 
cb.  Non-classified roof coverings shall be permitted on buildings of U occupancies having not more than 

120 sq.ft. of projected roof area.  When exceeding 120 sq.ft of projected roof area, buildings of U 
occupancies may use non-rated non-combustible roof coverings. 

 
(Reason: Conforms to regional practice affording increased fire protection.) 
 
 
 
**Section 1505.7; delete the section. 
 
(Reason: Conforms to regional practice.) 
 
 
 
**Section 1510.1; add a sentence to read as follows: 
 
1510.1 General. Materials and methods of applications used for recovering or replacing an existing roof 
covering shall comply with the requirements of Chapter 15. All individual replacement shingles or shakes 
shall be in compliance with the rating required by Table 1505.1. 
 

{text of exception unchanged} 
 
(Reason:  Relocated the text to more appropriate place.  Previously was footnote “b” to Table 1505.1) 
 
 
 
**Section 2308.4; add Section 2308.4.3 to read as follows: 
 
2308.4.3  Application to engineered design.  When accepted by the Building Official, any portion of this 
section is permitted to apply to buildings that are otherwise outside the limitations of this section provided 
that: 
 

1. The resulting design will comply with the requirements specified in Chapter 16; 
 

2. The load limitations of various elements of this section are not exceeded; and 
 

3. The portions of this section which will apply are identified by an engineer in the construction 
documents. 

 
(Reason:  Allows engineer to reference Section 2308 for designs for wood structures like four story 
apartment buildings; eliminates excessive engineering.  Added text relocated to a more appropriate 
section.) 

 
 
 
**Section 2901.1; add a sentence to read as follows:  
  
[P] 2901.1 Scope. The provisions of this chapter and the… {text unchanged} …conform to the 
International Private Sewage Disposal Code. The provisions of this Chapter are meant to work in 
coordination with the provisions of Chapter 4 of the International Plumbing Code. Should any conflicts 
arise between the two chapters, the Building Official shall determine which provision applies. 
 
(Reason: Gives building official discretion.) 
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**Section 2902.1; change to read as follows and add sub sections: 
 
[P]2902.1 Minimum number of fixtures. Plumbing fixtures shall be provided for the type of occupancy 
and in the minimum number as follows: 
 

1. Assembly Occupancies:  At least one drinking fountain shall be provided at each floor level in an 
approved location. 
 

Exception:  A drinking fountain need not be provided in a drinking or dining establishment. 
 

2. Groups A, B, F, H, I, M and S Occupancies:  Buildings or portions thereof where persons are 
employed shall be provided with at least one water closet for each sex except as provided for in 
Section 2902.2.  

 
3. Group E Occupancies: Shall be provided with fixtures as shown in Table 2902.1. 

 
4. Group R Occupancies:  Shall be provided with fixtures as shown in Table 2902.1. 

 
  It is recommended, but not required, that the minimum number of fixtures provided also comply with the 
number shown in Table 2902.1. Types of occupancies not shown in Table 2902.1 shall be considered 
individually by the building official. The number of occupants shall be determined by this code. 
Occupancy classification shall be determined in accordance with Chapter 3. 
 
(Reason: To allow flexibility for designer to consider specific occupancy needs.) 
 
 
 
***Section 2902.2; change Exception 3 as follows: 
 

3.   Separate facilities shall not be required in mercantile occupancies in which the maximum 
occupant load is 50 100 or less. 

 
(Reason: Reflects regional practice.) 
 
 
 
***Section 3006.1; add Section 3006.1 to read as follows and renumber remaining sections: 
  
3006.1, General. Elevator machine rooms shall be provided.” 
 
{Renumber remaining sections.} 
 
(Reason: An elevator machine room is necessary to provide a protected space for elevator equipment 
that is used by the fire service, the disabled, and in the future, building occupant evacuations.)  
 
 
 
***Section 3006.4 {3006.5 if previous amendment adopted}; add a sentence to read as follows and 
delete exceptions 1 and 2: 
 
[F] 3006.4. Machine Rooms: {text unchanged}… Storage shall not be allowed within the elevator 
machine room. Provide approved signage at each entry door to the elevator machine room stating 
“Elevator Machinery – No Storage Allowed.”  
 
(Reason: To enforce what is permitted in such spaces now that fire sprinklers are no longer provided. The 
reduction and or elimination of the fire barriers should not also be permitted with the recent removal of fire 
sprinklers from these areas. See Reference F96-07/08 from ICC hearings.) 
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***Section 3109.1; change to read as follows: 
 
3109.1 General. Swimming pools shall comply with the requirements of this section and other applicable 
sections of this code as well as also complying with applicable state laws. 
 
(Reason: to recognize “state requirements”.) 
 
 
 
END 
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Recommended Amendments to the 
2009 International Residential Code 

North Central Texas Council of Governments region 
 
The following sections, paragraphs, and sentences of the 2009 International Residential Code are hereby 
amended as follows: Standard type is text from the IRC. Underlined type is text inserted. Lined through 
type is deleted text from IRC. A double asterisk at the beginning of a section identifies an amendment 
carried over from the 2006 edition of the code and a triple asterisk identifies a new or revised amendment 
with the 2009 code. 
 
Note: Historically NCTCOG has limited Chapter 1 amendments in order to allow each city to insert their 
local policies and procedures. We now have suggested certain items to be brought to the attention of 
cities considering adoption of the code that may be of concern to several jurisdictions. It is still intended 
to be discretionary to each city to determine which Chapter 1 amendments to include. 
 
The 2009 International Residential Code (IRC) and International Energy Conservation Code (IECC) 
include a new emphasis on envelope infiltration and duct leakage.  Significant changes in the residential 
energy requirements include more frequent requirement of performance testing for leakage.  Residential 
Duct systems must be tested unless all ducts and equipment are located within the conditioned space.  
Envelope testing is required to demonstrate compliance with maximum allowable leakage rate unless a 
detailed air barrier and insulation inspection has been performed to field verify component criteria.  
Testing is available from RESNET-certified HERS Raters or Rating Field Inspectors, and certified 
Performance Verification Technicians.  
 
 
 
***Section R101.1; Insert jurisdiction name as follows: 
 
R101.1 Title. These regulations shall be known as the Residential Code for One- and Two-family 
Dwellings of   < insert jurisdiction name> hereinafter referred to as "this code." 
 
(Reason: To call attention to the blank to be filled in.) 
 
 
 
**Section R102.4; change to read as follows: 
 
R102.4 Referenced codes and standards.  The codes, when specifically adopted, and standards 
referenced in this code shall be considered part of the requirements of this code to the prescribed extent 
of each such reference.  Whenever amendments have been adopted to the referenced codes and 
standards, each reference to said code and standard shall be considered to reference the amendments 
as well.  Any reference made to NFPA 70 or the Electrical Code shall mean the Electrical Code as 
adopted.   
 
Where differences occur between provisions of this code and referenced codes and standards, the 
provisions of this code shall apply. 
 

Exception:  Where enforcement ... {remainder of text unchanged}... 
 

(Reason:  Legal wording to recognize locally adopted codes and amendments adopted with referenced 
codes. Note: the former ICC Electrical Code is now Appendix K of the IBC, but no longer called by that 
name. If adopting in that location, be sure to include language that includes structures under IRC and 
IBC.) 
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***Section 108.7; add Section 108.7 to read as follows: 
 
108.7 Re-inspection Fee. A fee as established by city council resolution may be charged when: 
 

1. The inspection called for is not ready when the inspector arrives; 
 
2. No building address or permit card is clearly posted; 
 
3. Approved plans are not on the job site available to the inspector; 
 
4. The building is locked or work otherwise not available for inspection when called; 
 
5. The job site is red-tagged twice for the same item; 
 
6. The original red tag has been removed from the job site and/or, 
 
7. Violations exist on the property including failure to maintain erosion control, trash control or tree 

protection. 
 
8. Any re-inspection fees assessed shall be paid before any more inspections are made on that job 

site. 
 
(Reason: This fee is not a fine or penalty but is designed to compensate for wasted time and trips when 
inspections are called for when not ready.) 
 
 
 
**Section R109.1.3; change to read as follows: 
 
R109.1.3 Floodplain inspections.  For construction permitted in areas prone to flooding as established 
by Table R301.2(1), upon . . . {text unchanged} . . . construction, the building official may shall require 
submission . . . {text unchanged}. 
 
(Reason:  Confirmation of elevation is left to local discretion.) 
 
 
 
**Section R110 (R110.1 through R110.5); delete the section. 
 
(Reason:  Issuing CO's for residences is not a common practice in the area.) 
 
 
 
**Section R112.2.1 & R112.2.2; delete the sections. 
 
(Reason:  Floodplain provisions are addressed locally.) 
 
 
 
**Section R202; change definition of "Townhouse" to read as follows: 
 
TOWNHOUSE.  A single-family dwelling unit constructed in a group of three or more attached units 
separated by property lines in which each unit extends from foundation to roof and with a yard or public 
way on at least two sides. 
 
(Reason:  Consistent with terminology commonly used in this region.) 
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***Table R301.2(1); fill in as follows:  
 

GROUND SNOW 
LOAD 

WIND DESIGN SEISMIC DESIGN 
CATEGORY

f
  SPEED

d
 (mph) Topographic Effects

k
 

5 lb/ft
2
 

90 (3-sec-gust)/76 
fastest mile 

No A 

 

SUBJECT TO DAMAGE FROM 

Weathering
a
 Frost line depth

b
 Termite

c
 

moderate 6” very heavy 

 

WINTER DESIGN 
TEMP

e
 

ICE BARRIER UNDER-
LAYMENT REQUIRED

h
 

FLOOD 
HAZARDS

g 
AIR FREEZING 

INDEX
i 

MEAN ANNUAL 
TEMP

j
 

22
o
F No local code 69

o
F 64.9

o
F 

 
{No change to footnotes} 

 
(Reason: To promote regional uniformity.) 
 
 
 
**Section R302.1; add exception #6 to read as follows: 
 

Exceptions:  {previous exceptions unchanged} 
 

6.   Open metal carport structures may be constructed when also approved within adopted 
ordinances. 

 
(Reason: Refers to other ordinances, such as zoning ordinances.) 

 
 
 
***Section R302.2, Exception; change to read as follows:  
 

Exception: A common two-hour fire-resistance-rated wall assembly, or one-hour fire-resistance-rated 
wall assembly when equipped with a sprinkler system… {remainder unchanged} 

 
 (Reason: For those areas not requiring sprinkler systems, the IRC is written under the assumption that 
the 1 hour rating is supported by automatic fire sprinkler systems.) 
 
 
 
***Section R302.2.4, Exception 5; change to read as follows:  
 

Exception: {previous exceptions unchanged} 
 

5.    Townhouses separated by a common two-hour fire-resistance-rated wall, or one-hour fire 
resistant rated wall when equipped with an automatic sprinkler system, {remainder 
unchanged} 

 
 (Reason: For those areas not requiring sprinkler systems, the IRC is written under the assumption that 
the 1 hour rating is supported by automatic fire sprinkler systems.) 
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***Section R302.3; add Exception #3 to read as follows: 
 

Exceptions:   
 

1.    {existing text unchanged} 
 
2.    {existing text unchanged} 
 
3.    Two-family dwelling units that are also divided by a property line through the structure shall 

be separated as required for townhouses. 
 
(Reason:  Provide guidance for a common construction method in this area.  Correlates with amendment 
to IRC Section R202 Townhouse definition.) 
 
 
 
***Section R302.5.2; change to read as follows: 
 
R302.5.2 Duct penetration. Ducts in the garage… {text unchanged} …and shall have no openings into 
the garage and shall be protected as required by Section 302.11, Item 4. 
 
(Reason: This defines how to protect the opening.) 
 
 
 
***Section R302.5.3; amend the section as follows: 
 
R309.5.3 Other penetrations. Penetrations through the separation required in Section R309.2 R302.6 
shall be protected as required by Section R302.11, Item 4. 
 
(Reason: this is a correction of a typographical error.) 
 
 
 
**Section R302.7; change to read as follows: 
 
R302.7 Under stair protection.  Enclosed accessible space under stairs shall have walls, under stair 
surface and any soffits protected on the enclosed side with 5/8-inch (15.8 mm) fire-rated 1/2-inch (12.7 
mm) gypsum board or one-hour fire-resistive construction. 
 
(Reason:  Represents the standard protection method used in this area.) 
 
 
 
**Section R303.3, Exception; change to read as follows: 
 

Exception:  The glazed areas shall not be required where artificial light and a mechanical ventilation 
system, complying with one of the following, are provided.   

 
1.    The minimum ventilation rates shall be 50 cfm (24 L/s) for intermittent ventilation or 20 cfm 

(10 L/s) for continuous ventilation.  Ventilation air from the space shall be exhausted directly 
to the outside. 

 
2.    Bathrooms that contain only a water closet, a lavatory, or water closet and a lavatory may be 

ventilated with an approved mechanical recirculating fan or similar device designed to 
remove odors from the air. 

 
(Reason: Consistent with common local practice.) 
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***Section 602.6.1; amend the following: 
 
 R602.6.1 Drilling and notching of top plate. When piping or ductwork is placed in or partly in an 
exterior wall or interior load-bearing wall, necessitating cutting, drilling or notching of the top plate by more 
than 50 percent of its width, a galvanized metal tie not less than 0.054 inch thick (1.37 mm) (16 Ga) and 1 
½ inches (38) mm 5 inches (127 mm) wide shall be fastened across and to the plate at each side of the 
opening with not less than eight 10d (0.148 inch diameter) having a minimum length of 1 ½ inches (38 
mm) at each side or equivalent.  Fasteners will be offset to prevent splitting of the top plate material. The 
metal tie must extend a minimum of 6 inches past the opening.  See figure R602.6.1. 
 
(Reason: reflects regional practice and to comply with P2603.2.1. Also provides additional assurance of 
maintaining the integrity of the framing by spreading the nailing pattern.) 
 
 
 
***Figure R602.6.1; delete the figure and insert the following figure: 

 
(Reason: reflects regional practice and to comply with P2603.2.1. Also provides additional assurance of 
maintaining the integrity of the framing by spreading the nailing pattern.) 
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**Section R703.7.4.1; add a second paragraph to read as follows: 
 
  In stud framed exterior walls, all ties shall be anchored to studs as follows: 
 

1. When studs are 16 in (407 mm) o.c., stud ties shall be spaced no further apart than 24 in (737 
mm) vertically starting approximately 12 in (381 mm) from the foundation; or 
 

2. When studs are 24 in (610 mm) o.c., stud ties shall be spaced no further apart than 16 in (483 
mm) vertically starting approximately 8 in (254 mm) from the foundation. 

 
 (Reason:  Provide easy to install and inspect dimensions to clarify how to anchor and to distinguish 
“studs” from other types of construction.) 
 
 
 
***Section R902.1; Amend and add exception #3 to read as follows: 
 
R902.1 Roofing covering materials. Roofs shall be covered with materials as set forth in Sections R904 
and R905. Class A, B, or C roofing shall be installed in areas designated by law as requiring their use or 
when the edge of the roof is less than 3 feet from a property line. {remainder unchanged} 
 

Exceptions: 
 

1.    {text unchanged} 
 
2.    {text unchanged} 
 
3.    Non-classified roof coverings shall be permitted on one-story detached accessory structures 

used as tool and storage sheds, playhouses and similar uses, provided the floor area does 
not exceed (area defined by jurisdiction). 

 
(Reason: Consistent with regional practice.  Language fits better in this section.  Aligned the area and 
description of the building to be consistent with the item #1 to Section R105.2) 

 
 
 
**Section R907.1; add a sentence to read as follows: 
 
R907.1 General. Materials and methods of application used for re-covering or replacing an existing roof 
covering shall comply with the requirements of Chapter 9. All individual replacement shingles or shakes 
shall comply with Section R902.1, {Exception unchanged} 
 
(Reason: Consistent with regional practice.  Correlates with regional amendment to R902.1 above) 
 
 
 
***Section N1101.2; add Section N1101.2.2 to read as follows: 
 
N1101.2.2 Compliance software tools.  Software tools used to demonstrate energy code compliance 
utilizing the UA alternative approach shall be approved by the building official. The PNL program 
REScheck™ is not acceptable for residential compliance. 
 

Exception:  When REScheck™ “UA Trade-off” compliance approach or the UA Alternate 
compliance approach method is used, the compliance certificate must demonstrate that the maximum 
glazed area does not exceed 15% of the conditioned floor area. 

 
(Reason: This amendment is added to satisfy the “not less restrictive” requirement when adopting 
subsequent editions of energy codes in accordance with Texas SB 5, 77

th
 Legislature and reflects the 

findings of ESL report to SECO.  In addition, this requirement will remain in effect until Jan. 1, 2012.) 
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***Section N1102.1; change to read as follows: 
 
N1102.1 Insulation and fenestration criteria. The building thermal envelope shall meet the 
requirements of Table N1102.1 based on the climate zone specified in Table N1101.2.   The use of 
Tables N1102.1 and N1102.1.2 are limited to a maximum glazing area of 15% window area to floor area 
ratio. 
 
(Reason: This amendment is added to satisfy the “not less restrictive” requirement when adopting 
subsequent editions of energy codes in accordance with Texas SB 5, 77

th
 Legislature and reflects the 

findings of ESL report to SECO. Effective January 1, 2012, this amendment becomes more stringent than 
the mandated Texas Building Energy Performance Standards.) 
 
 
 
**Section N1102.2.12; add Section N1102.2.12 to read as follows: 
 
N1102.2.12. Insulation installed in walls.  Insulation batts installed in walls shall be totally surrounded 
by an enclosure on all sides consisting of framing lumber, gypsum, sheathing, wood structural panel 
sheathing or other equivalent material approved by the building official. 
 
(Reason:  This will increase the performance of the batt insulation by eliminating the potential for drafts 
and insure that the batt insulation stays in place) 
 
 
 
***Section M1305.1.3; change to read as follows: 
 
M1305.1.3  Appliances in attics.  Attics containing appliances requiring access shall be provided . . . 
{bulk of paragraph unchanged} . . . sides of the appliance where access is required.  The clear access 
opening dimensions shall be a minimum of 20 inches by 30 inches (508 mm by 762 mm), or larger and 
large enough to allow removal of the largest appliance. As a minimum, access to the attic space, provide 
one of the following: 
 

1. A permanent stair. 
 

2. A pull down stair with a minimum 300 lb (136 kg) capacity. 
 

3. An access door from an upper floor level. 
 

4. Access Panel may be used in lieu items 1, 2, and 3 with prior approval of the building official due 
to building conditions. 

 
Exceptions: 
 

1. The passageway and level service space are not required where the appliance can be 
serviced and removed through the required opening. 
 

2. Where the passageway is unobstructed…{remaining text unchanged} 
 
(Reason:  To provide a safe means of accessibility to appliances in attics and to allow for different types 
of construction limitations.  Consistent with regional amendment to IFGC and IMC 306.3.) 
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***Section M1305.1.3.1; add text to read as follows: 
 

M1305.1.3.1 Electrical requirements. A luminaire controlled by a switch located at the required 
passage-way opening and a receptacle outlet shall be installed at or near the appliance location in 
accordance with Chapter 39. Low voltage wiring of 50 Volts or less shall be installed in a manner to 
prevent physical damage. 
 
(Reason: To call attention to the need for care while installing lighting wiring in attic.) 
 
 
 
**Section M1305.1.4.1; change to read as follows: 
 
M1305.1.4.1 Ground clearance.  Equipment and appliances supported from the ground shall be level 
and firmly supported on a concrete slab or other approved material extending above the adjoining ground 
a minimum of 3 inches (76 mm).  Appliances suspended from the floor shall have a clearance of not less 
than 6 inches (152 mm) above the ground. 
 
(Reason: Consistent with current local practice and regional amendment to IMC 304.9) 
 
 
 
**Section M1305.1.4.3; add text to read as follows: 
 
M1305.1.4.3 Electrical requirements. A luminaire controlled by a switch located at the required 
passage-way opening and a receptacle outlet shall be installed at or near the appliance location in 
accordance with Chapter 39. Low voltage wiring of 50 Volts or less shall be installed in a manner to 
prevent physical damage. 
 
(Reason: To call attention to the need to require thermostat wires and other wiring to be protected from 
damage.) 
 
 
 
**Section M1307.3.1; delete. 
 
(Reason: This provision does not reflect standard practice in this area.) 
 
 
 
***Section M1411.3; change to read as follows: 
 
M1411.3 Condensate disposal. Condensate from all cooling coils or evaporators shall be conveyed from 
the drain pan outlet to an approved place of disposal a sanitary sewer through a trap, by means of a 
direct or indirect drain. {remaining text unchanged} 
 
(Reason: Reflects regional practice and to reduce excessive runoff into storm drains.) 
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**Section M1411.3.1, Items 3 and 4; add text to read as follows: 
 
M1411.3.1 Auxiliary and secondary drain systems. {bulk of paragraph unchanged} 

 
1. {text unchanged} 
 
2. {text unchanged} 
 
3. An auxiliary drain pan… {bulk of text unchanged}… with Item 1 of this section. A water level 

detection device may be installed only with prior approval of the building official. 
 
4. A water level detection device… {bulk of text unchanged}… overflow rim of such pan. A water 

level detection device may be installed only with prior approval of the building official. 
 
(Reason: Reflects standard practice in this area.) 
 
 
 
***Section M1411.3.1.1; add text to read as follows: 
 
M1411.3.1.1 Water-level monitoring devices. On down-flow units …{bulk of text unchanged}… installed 
in the drain line. A water level detection device may be installed only with prior approval of the building 
official. 
 
(Reason: Reflects standard practice in this area.) 
 
 
 
***Section M1501; add new Section M1501.2 to read as follows: 
 
M1501.2 Material and size. Exhaust ducts shall have a smooth interior finish and shall be constructed of 
metal a minimum 0.016-inch (0.4mm) thick. The exhaust duct size shall be 4 inches (102 mm) nominal in 
diameter. Duct size shall not be reduced along its developed length or at termination.  
 
(Reason: Reflects standard practice in this area and provides clarification when preparing specifications.) 
 
 
 
***Section M1501; add new Section M1501.3 to read as follows: 
 
M1501.3 Specified length. The maximum length of the exhaust duct shall be 35 feet (10668 mm) from 
the connection to the transition duct from the appliance to the outlet terminal. Where fittings are used, the 
maximum length of the exhaust duct shall be reduced in accordance with Table M1502.4.4.1.  
 
(Reason: Reflects standard practice in this area and provides clarification when preparing specifications.) 
 
 
 
**Section M2005.2; change to read as follows: 
 
M2005.2 Prohibited locations.  Fuel-fired water heaters shall not be installed in a room used as a 
storage closet.  Water heaters located in a bedroom or bathroom shall be installed in a sealed enclosure 
so that combustion air will not be taken from the living space.  Access to such enclosure may be from the 
bedroom or bathroom when through a solid door, weather-stripped in accordance with the exterior door 
air leakage requirements of the International Energy Conservation Code and equipped with an approved 
self-closing device.  Installation of direct-vent water heaters within an enclosure is not required. 
 
(Reason:  Corresponds with the provisions of IFGC Section 303, exception #5.) 
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**Section G2408.3 (305.5); delete. 
 
(Reason:  This provision does not reflect standard practice in this area.) 
 
 
 
**Section G2412.5 (401.5); add a second paragraph to read as follows: 
 
  Both ends of each section of medium pressure gas piping shall identify its operating gas pressure with 
an approved tag.  The tags are to be composed of aluminum or stainless steel and the following wording 
shall be stamped into the tag: 
 

"WARNING 
1/2 to 5 psi gas pressure 
Do Not Remove" 

 
(Reason: To protect homeowners and plumbers.) 
 
 
 
**Section G2413.3 (402.4.3); add an exception to read as follows: 
 

Exception:  Corrugated stainless steel tubing (CSST) shall be a minimum of 1/2" (18 EDH). 
 
(Reason: Pipe less than 1/2" has a history in this region of causing whistling.) 
 
 
 
**Section G2415.9.1 (404.9.1); delete. 
 
(Reason: Individual lines should also be buried to 18 inches.) 
 
 
 
**Section G2415.10 (404.10); change to read as follows: 
 
G2415.10 (404.10) Minimum burial depth. Underground piping systems shall be installed a minimum 
depth of 12 inches (305 mm) 18 inches (457 mm) below grade, except as provided for in Section 
G2415.10.1. 
 
(Reason:  To provide increased protection to piping systems.) 
 
 
 
**Section G2417.1 (406.1); change to read as follows: 
 
G2417.1 (406.1) General.  Prior to acceptance and initial operation, all piping installations shall be 
inspected and pressure tested to determine that the materials, design, fabrication, and installation 
practices comply with the requirements of this code.  The permit holder shall make the applicable tests 
prescribed in Sections 2417.1.1 through 2417.1.5 to determine compliance with the provisions of this 
code.  The permit holder shall give reasonable advance notice to the building official when the piping 
system is ready for testing.  The equipment, material, power and labor necessary for the inspections and 
test shall be furnished by the permit holder and the permit holder shall be responsible for determining that 
the work will withstand the test pressure prescribed in the following tests. 
 
(Reason:  To utilize language used in the IPC regarding who is responsible for testing procedures.) 
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**Section G2417.4; change to read as follows: 
 
G2417.4 (406.4) Test pressure measurement.  Test pressure shall be measured with a manometer or 
with a pressure-measuring device designed and calibrated to read, record, or indicate a pressure loss 
caused by leakage during the pressure test period.  The source of pressure shall be isolated before the 
pressure tests are made. Mechanical gauges Gauges used to measure… {remainder unchanged} 
 
(Reason:  To require the use of more accurate diaphragm gauges.  Spring gauges do not provide 
accurate measurement below approximately 17 psig.) 
 
 
 
**Section G2417.4.1; change to read as follows: 
 
G2417.4.1 (406.4.1) Test pressure.  The test pressure to be used shall be not less than one and one-
half times the proposed maximum working pressure, but not less than 3 psig (20 kPa gauge), or at the 
discretion of the Building Official, the piping and valves may be tested at a pressure of at least six (6) 
inches (152 mm) of mercury, measured with a manometer or slope gauge.  irrespective of design 
pressure.  Where the test pressure exceeds 125 psig (862 kPa gauge), the test pressure shall not exceed 
a value that produces a hoop stress in the piping greater than 50 percent of the specified minimum yield 
strength of the pipe. For tests requiring a pressure of 3 psig, mechanical gauges used to measure test 
pressures shall utilize a dial with a minimum diaphragm diameter of three and one half inches (3 ½”), a 
set hand, 1/10 pound incrementation and pressure range not to exceed 6 psi for tests requiring a 
pressure of 3 psig.  For tests requiring a pressure of 10 psig, mechanical diaphragm gauges shall utilize a 
dial with a minimum diameter of three and one-half inches (3 ½”), a set hand, a minimum of 2/10 pound 
incrementation and a pressure range not to exceed 20 psi.  have a range such that the highest end of the 
scale is not greater than five times the test pressure.  
 
  For welded piping, and for piping carrying gas at pressures in excess of fourteen (14) inches water 
column pressure (3.48 kPa) (1/2 psi) and less than 200 inches of water column pressure (52.2 kPa) (7.5 
psi), the test pressure shall not be less than ten (10) pounds per square inch (69.6 kPa).  For piping 
carrying gas at a pressure that exceeds 200 inches of water column (52.2 kPa) (7.5 psi), the test pressure 
shall be not less than one and one-half times the proposed maximum working pressure. 
 
(Reason: To provide for lesser pressures to coordinate with the use of more accurate diaphragm gauges.) 
 
 
 
**Section G2417.4.2; change to read as follows: 
 
G2417.4.2 (406.4.2) Test duration.  The test duration shall be held for a length of time satisfactory to the 
Building Official, but in no case for be not less than 10 fifteen (15) minutes.  For welded piping, and for 
piping carrying gas at  pressures in excess of fourteen (14) inches water column pressure (3.48 kPa), the 
test duration shall be held for a length of time satisfactory to the Building Official, but in no case for less 
than thirty (30) minutes.  
 
 (Reason:  To comply with accepted regional practices.) 
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**Section G2420.1 (406.1); add Section G2420.1.4 to read as follows: 
 
G2420.1.4  Valves in CSST installations.  Shutoff valves installed with corrugated stainless steel 
(CSST) piping systems shall be supported with an approved termination fitting, or equivalent support, 
suitable for the size of the valves, of adequate strength and quality, and located at intervals so as to 
prevent or damp out excessive vibration but in no case greater than 12-inches from the center of the 
valve.  Supports shall be installed so as not to interfere with the free expansion and contraction of the 
system's piping, fittings, and valves between anchors.  All valves and supports shall be designed and 
installed so they will not be disengaged by movement of the supporting piping. 
 
(Reason: To provide proper security to CSST valves.  These standards were established in this region in 
1999 when CSST was an emerging technology.) 
 
 
 
***Section G2420.5.1 (409.5.1); add text to read as follows: 
 
G2420.5.1 (409.5.1) Located within the same room. The shutoff valve …{bulk of paragraph 
unchanged}… in accordance with the appliance manufacturer’s instructions. A secondary shutoff valve 
must be installed within 3 feet (914 mm) of the firebox if appliance shutoff is located in the firebox. 
 
(Reason: Reflects regional practice and provides an additional measure of safety.) 
 
 
 
**Section G2421.1 (410.1); add text and Exception to read as follows: 
 
G2421.1 (410.1) Pressure regulators. A line pressure regulator shall be … {bulk of paragraph 
unchanged}… approved for outdoor installation. Access to regulators shall comply with the requirements 
for access to appliances as specified in Section M1305. 
 

Exception:  A passageway or level service space is not required when the regulator is capable of 
being serviced and removed through the required attic opening. 

 
(Reason: To require adequate access to regulators.) 
 
 
 
***Section G2422.1.2.3 (411.1.3.3); delete Exception 1 and Exception 4. 
 
G2422.1.2.3 (410.1) Pressure regulators. A line pressure regulator shall be … {bulk of paragraph 
unchanged}… approved for outdoor installation. Access to regulators shall comply with the requirements 
for access to appliances as specified in Section M1305. 
 

Exception:  A passageway or level service space is not required when the regulator is capable of 
being serviced and removed through the required attic opening. 

 
(Reason: To comply with accepted regional practices.) 

 
 
 
**Section G2439.5 (614.6); change text to read as follows: 
 
G2439.5 (614.6) Domestic clothes dryer exhaust ducts. Exhaust ducts for domestic clothes dryers 
shall conform to the requirements of Sections G2429.5.1G2439.5.1 through G2429.5.7G2439.5.7. The 
size of duct shall not be reduced along its developed length nor at the point of termination.  
 
(Reason: To clarify the size requirement and to correct a typo in the code.) 
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**Section G2445.2 (621.2); add Exception to read as follows: 
 
G2445.2 (621.2) Prohibited use.  One or more unvented room heaters shall not be used as the sole 
source of comfort heating in a dwelling unit. 
 

Exception: Existing approved unvented room heaters may continue to be used in dwelling units, in 
accordance with the code provisions in effect when installed, when approved by the Building Official 
unless an unsafe condition is determined to exist as described in International Fuel Gas Code Section 
108.7 of the Fuel Gas Code. 

 
(Reason: Gives code official discretion 
 
 
 
**Section G2448.1.1 (624.1.1); change to read as follows: 
 
G2448.1.1 (624.1.1) Installation requirements.  The requirements for water heaters relative to access, 
sizing, relief valves, drain pans and scald protection shall be in accordance with this code.   
 
(Reason: To clarify installation requirements.  Also corresponds with amendments regarding water heater 
access.) 
 
 
 
**Section P2503.6; change to read as follows: 
 
P2503.6 Shower liner test.  Where shower floors and receptors are made water tight by the application 
of materials required by Section P2709.2, the completed liner installation shall be tested. The pipe from 
the shower drain shall be plugged water tight for the test. The floor and receptor area shall be filled with 
potable water to a depth of not less than 2 inches (51 mm) measured at the threshold. Water shall be 
held in the section under test for a period of 15 minutes. The system shall prove leak free by visual 
inspection.    
 
(Reason: To clarify installation requirements.  Also corresponds with amendments regarding water heater 
access.) 
 
 
 
**Section P2709.2; add Exception to read as follows: 
 

Exception: Showers designed to comply with ICC/ANSI A117.1. 
 
(Reason: To provide more specific requirements.) 
 
 
 
**Section P2717.2; change text to read as follows: 
 
P2717.2 Sink and dishwasher. A sink and dishwasher are permitted … {bulk of text unchanged} …wye 
fitting to the sink tailpiece. The dishwasher waste line shall rise and be securely fastened to the underside 
of the counter before connecting to the sink tailpiece.  The waste line of a domestic dishwashing machine 
discharging into a kitchen sink tailpiece shall connect to a deck mounted air break. 
 
(Reason: To provide consistency with 2009 International Plumbing Code, Section 802.1.6.) 
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**Section P2717.3; change text to read as follows: 
 
P2717.3 Sink, dishwasher and food grinder. The combined discharge … {bulk of text unchanged} … 
head of the food grinder. The dishwasher waste line shall rise and be securely fastened to the underside 
of the counter before connecting to the sink tailpiece or the food grinder.  The waste line of a domestic 
dishwashing machine discharging into a kitchen sink tailpiece or food waste grinder shall connect to a 
deck mounted air break. 
 
(Reason: To provide consistency with 2009 International Plumbing Code, Section 802.1.6.) 
 
 
 
**Section P2801.6; add Exception to read as follows: 
 

Exceptions:  
 

1.    Elevation of the ignition source is not required for water heaters that are listed as flammable 
vapor resistant and for installation without elevation. 

 
2.  Electric Water Heater. 

 
(Reason: To coordinate with Section 2408.2 of the IRC, which recognizes this exception.) 
 
 
 
**Section P2902.5.3; change to read as follows: 
 
P2902.5.3 Lawn irrigation systems. The potable water supply to lawn irrigation systems shall be 
protected against backflow by an atmospheric-type vacuum breaker, a pressure-type vacuum breaker, a 
double-check assembly or a reduced pressure principle backflow preventer. A valve shall not be installed 
downstream from an atmospheric vacuum breaker. Where chemicals are introduced into the system, the 
potable water supply shall be protected against backflow by a reduced pressure principle backflow 
preventer. 
 
(Reason: To provide clarity.) 
 
 
 
**Section P3005.2.6; change to read as follows: 
 
P3005.2.6 Base of stacks Upper Terminal. A cleanout shall be provided at the base of each waste or 
soil stack. Each horizontal drain shall be provided with a cleanout at its upper terminal. 
 

Exception: Cleanouts may be omitted on a horizontal drain less than five (5) feet (1524 mm) in 
length unless such line is serving sinks or urinals. 

 
(Reason: To eliminate the requirement for excessive cleanouts.) 
 
 
 
**Section P3111; delete. 
 
(Reason: A combination waste and vent system is not approved for use in residential construction.)  
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**Section P3112.2; delete and replace with the following: 
 
P3112.2 Installation.  Traps for island sinks and similar equipment shall be roughed in above the floor 
and may be vented by extending the vent as high as possible, but not less than the drainboard height and 
then returning it downward and connecting it to the horizontal sink drain immediately downstream from 
the vertical fixture drain.  The return vent shall be connected to the horizontal drain through a wye-branch 
fitting and shall, in addition, be provided with a foot vent taken off the vertical fixture vent by means of a 
wye-branch immediately below the floor and extending to the nearest partition and then through the roof 
to the open air or may be connected to other vents at a point not less than six (6) inches (152 mm) above 
the flood level rim of the fixtures served.  Drainage fittings shall be used on all parts of the vent below the 
floor level and a minimum slope of one-quarter (1/4) inch per foot (20.9 mm/m) back to the drain shall be 
maintained.  The return bend used under the drainboard shall be a one (1) piece fitting or an assembly of 
a forty-five (45) degree (0.79 radius), a ninety (90) degree (1.6 radius) and a forty-five (45) degree (0.79 
radius) elbow in the order named.  Pipe sizing shall be as elsewhere required in this Code.  The island 
sink drain, upstream of the return vent, shall serve no other fixtures.  An accessible cleanout shall be 
installed in the vertical portion of the foot vent. 
 
(Reason: To clarify the installation of island venting and to provide a regional guideline on a standard 
installation method for this region.)  
 
 
 
END 
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REGIONAL AMENDMENTS* 
 
**Section 500.8(A)(1) change to read as follows: 
 
500.8 Equipment. 
 
(A) Approval for Class and Properties. 
 

(1) Equipment shall be identified…{text unchanged}...the maximum surface temperatures specified in 
503.1. 

 
FPN: Luminaries (lighting fixtures) and other heat-producing apparatus…{text 
unchanged}...see Exception No. 3 to 500.8(B). 

 
Suitability of identified equipment shall be determined by any of the following: (1) Equipment listing or 
labeling (2) Evidence of equipment evaluation from a qualified testing laboratory or inspection agency 
concerned with product evaluation (3) Evidence acceptable to the authority having jurisdiction such as a 
manufacturer’s self-evaluation or an owner’s engineering judgment.   
 
REASON FOR CHANGE:  “Identified” is already defined in Chapter 1. 

 
REASON FOR CHANGE: Delete previous amendment 
 
 
 
**Section 500.8(A)(3) changed to read as follows: 
 
500.8 Equipment. 
Articles 500 through 504 require equipment construction and installation that ensure safe 
performance under conditions of proper use and maintenance. 
FPN No. 1: It is important that inspection authorities and users exercise more than ordinary care 
with regard to installation and maintenance. 
FPN No. 2: Since there is no consistent relationship between explosion properties and ignition 
temperature, the two are independent requirements. 
FPN No. 3: Low ambient conditions require special consideration. Explosion proof or dust-
ignition proof equipment may not be suitable for use at temperatures lower than -25°C (-13°F) 
unless they are identified for low-temperature service. However, at low ambient temperatures, 
flammable concentrations of vapors may not exist in a location classified as Class I, Division 1 
at normal ambient temperature. 
(A) Suitability. Suitability of identified equipment shall be determined by one of the following:     
(1)  Equipment listing or labeling  
(2)  Evidence of equipment evaluation from a qualified testing laboratory or inspection 
agency concerned with product evaluation   
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(3)  Evidence acceptable to the authority having jurisdiction such as a manufacturer's self-
evaluation or an owner's engineering judgment. an engineering judgment signed and sealed by 
a qualified Registered Professional Engineer.  
 
FPN: Additional documentation for equipment may include certificates demonstrating 
compliance with applicable equipment standards, indicating special conditions of use, and other 
pertinent information. 
 
 
REASON FOR CHANGE: To better define the qualifications for an engineering judgment. 
 
 
 
**Section 505.7(A) changed to read as follows: 
 
505.7 Special Precaution. 
Article 505 requires equipment construction and installation that ensures safe performance 
under conditions of proper use and maintenance. 
FPN No. 1: It is important that inspection authorities and users exercise more than ordinary care 
with regard to the installation and maintenance of electrical equipment in hazardous (classified) 
locations. 
FPN No. 2: Low ambient conditions require special consideration. Electrical equipment 
depending on the protection techniques described by 505.8(A) may not be suitable for use at 
temperatures lower than -20°C (-4°F) unless they are identified for use at lower temperatures. 
However, at low ambient temperatures, flammable concentrations of vapors may not exist in a 
location classified Class I, Zones 0, 1, or 2 at normal ambient temperature. 
(A) Implementation of Zone Classification System. Classification of areas, engineering and 
design, selection of equipment and wiring methods, installation, and inspection shall be 
performed by qualified persons Registered Professional Engineer. 
 
REASON FOR CHANGE: To better identify who is qualified to implement Zone Classification 
Systems. 
 
 
 
**Section 680.25(A) changed to read as follows: 
 
680.25 Feeders. 
These provisions shall apply to any feeder on the supply side of panelboards supplying branch 
circuits for pool equipment covered in Part II of this article and on the load side of the service 
equipment or the source of a separately derived system. 
(A) Wiring Methods. Feeders shall be installed in rigid metal conduit, intermediate metal 
conduit, liquidtight flexible nonmetallic conduit, rigid polyvinyl chloride conduit, or reinforced 
thermosetting resin conduit. Electrical metallic tubing shall be permitted where installed on or 
within a building, and electrical nonmetallic tubing shall be permitted where installed within a 
building, or nonmetallic-sheathed cable or type SE cable shall be permitted where installed 
within or on the building served. Aluminum conduits shall not be permitted in the pool area 
where subject to corrosion. 



*NOTE: Underlining indicates new words and phrases to be added to the 2008 National Electrical Code.  
Strikeouts indicate existing words and phrases to be deleted. 
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Exception:  An existing feeder between an existing remote panel board and service equipment 
shall be permitted to run in flexible metal conduit or an approved cable assembly that includes 
an equipment grounding conductor within its outer sheath. The equipment grounding conductor 
shall comply with 250.24(A)(5). 
 
REASON FOR CHANGE: To allow for more flexibility of wiring methods associated with this 
type of installation.  
 
 
 
END 
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Recommended Amendments to the  
2009 International Energy Conservation Code 

North Central Texas Council of Governments region 
 

The following sections, paragraphs, and sentences of the 2009 International Energy Conservation Code 
are hereby amended as follows: Standard type is text from the IECC. Underlined type is text inserted. 
Lined through type is deleted text from IECC. A double asterisk at the beginning of a section identifies an 
amendment carried over from the 2006 edition of the code and a triple asterisk identifies a new or revised 
amendment with the 2009 code. 
 
Note: Historically NCTCOG has limited Chapter 1 amendments in order to allow each city to insert their 
local policies and procedures. We now have suggested certain items to be brought to the attention of 
cities considering adoption of the code that may be of concern to several jurisdictions. It is still intended 
to be discretionary to each city to determine which Chapter 1 amendments to include. 
 
The 2009 International Residential Code (IRC) and International Energy Conservation Code (IECC) 
include a new emphasis on envelope infiltration and duct leakage.  Significant changes in the residential 
energy requirements include more frequent requirement of performance testing for leakage.  Residential 
Duct systems must be tested unless all ducts and equipment are located within the conditioned space.  
Envelope testing is required to demonstrate compliance with maximum allowable leakage rate unless a 
detailed air barrier and insulation inspection has been performed to field verify component criteria.  
Testing is available from RESNET-certified HERS Raters or Rating Field Inspectors, and certified 
Performance Verification Technicians.   
 
 
 
***Section 101.4.2; change to read as follows: 
 
101.4.2 Historic Buildings.  Any building or structure that is listed in the State or National Register of 
Historic Places; designated as a historic property under local or state designation law or survey; certified 
as a contributing resource with a National Register listed or locally designated historic district; or with an 
opinion or certification that the property is eligible to be listed on the National or State Registers of  
Historic Places either individually or as a contributing building to a historic district by the State Historic 
Preservation Officer of the Keeper of the National Register of Historic Places, are exempt from shall 
comply with all of the provisions of this code. 
 

Exception:  Whenever a provision or provisions shall invalidate or jeopardize the historical 
designation or listing, that provision or provisions may be exempted. 
 

(Reason: This is less restrictive than the legislative mandates.  It is reasonable to expect compliance with 
duct sealing, replacement lighting and the installation of insulation, for example, when possible.) 
  
 
 
***Section 103.1; add Section 103.1.1 to read as follows: 
 
103.1.1 Alternative compliance.  A building certified by a national, state, or local accredited energy 
efficiency program and determined by the Energy Systems Laboratory to be in compliance with the 
energy efficiency requirements of this section may, at the option of the Code Official, be considered in 
compliance.  The United States Environmental Protection Agency's Energy Star Program certification of 
energy code equivalency shall be considered in compliance. 
 
(Reason: this amendment is added to allow alternative compliance in accordance with Texas HB 1365, 
78

th
 Legislature.) 
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***Section 202; add the following definition: 
 
GLAZING AREA.  Total area of the glazed fenestration measured using the rough opening and including 
sash, curbing or other framing elements that enclose conditioned spabce.  Glazing area includes the area  
of glazed fenestration assemblies in walls bounding conditioned basements.  For doors where the 
daylight opening area is less that 50 percent of the door area, the glazing area is the daylight opening 
area.  For all other doors, the glazing area is the rough opening area for the door including the door and 
the frame. 
 
(Reason: Since the window to floor area ratios have been added to the prescriptive tables, it is necessary 
to define glazing area.)  
 
 
 
***Section 401.2, Item 1; change to read as follows: 
 

1. Sections 402.1 through 402.3, 403.2.1 and 404.1 (prescriptive) and the use of Tables 402.1.1 and 
402.1.3 are limited to a maximum glazing area of 15% window area to floor area ratio; or 

 
2. {language unchanged} 

 
 
(Reason: This amendment is added to satisfy the “not less restrictive” requirement when adopting 
subsequent editions of energy codes in accordance with Texas SB 5, 77

th
 Legislature and reflects the 

findings of ESL report to SECO. PNL ResCheck
TM

 software may be used for envelope calculation, but 
may not be used for performance compliance reporting according to 405.4. Effective April 1, 2011, this 
amendment becomes more stringent than the mandated Texas Building Energy Performance Standards.) 
 
 
 
***Section 402.2; Add Section 402.2.12 to read as follows: 
 
Section 402.2.12 Insulation installed in walls.  Insulation batts installed in walls shall be totally 
surrounded by an enclosure on all sides consisting of framing lumber, gypsum, sheathing, wood structural 
panel sheathing or other equivalent material approved by the building official. 
 
(Reason: This will increase the performance of the batt insulation by eliminating the potential for drafts 
and insure that the batt insulation stays in place.) 
 
 
 
***Section 405.4.1; add the following sentence to the end of paragraph: 
 
RemRate

TM
, Energy Gauge

TM
, and IC3 are deemed acceptable performance simulation programs. 

 
(Reason: These are the only software tools certified at the time of adoption to meet RESNET 
performance requirements.) 
 
 
 
END 
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Recommended Amendments to the 

2009 International Mechanical Code 
North Central Texas Council of Governments region 

 
The following sections, paragraphs, and sentences of the 2009 International Mechanical Code are hereby 
amended as follows: Standard type is text from the IMC. Underlined type is text inserted. Lined through type is 
deleted text from the IMC. A double asterisk at the beginning of a section identifies an amendment carried 
over from the 2006 edition of the code and a triple asterisk identifies a new or revised amendment with the 
2009 edition of the code. 
 
Note: Historically NCTCOG has limited Chapter 1 amendments in order to allow each city to insert their local 
policies and procedures. We now have suggested certain items to be brought to the attention of cities 

considering adoption of the code that may be of concern to several jurisdictions. It is still intended to be 

discretionary to each city to determine which Chapter 1 amendments to include. 
 

 
 
**Section 102.8; change to read as follows: 
 

102.8 Referenced codes and standards.  The codes and standards referenced herein shall be those 
that are listed in Chapter 15 and such codes, when specifically adopted, and standards shall be 
considered part of the requirements of this code to the prescribed extent of each such reference.  Where 
differences occur between provisions of this code and the referenced standards, the provisions of this 
code shall apply.  Whenever amendments have been adopted to the referenced codes and standards, 
each reference to said code and standard shall be considered to reference the amendments as well. Any 
reference to NFPA 70 or the ICC Electrical Code shall mean the Electrical Code as adopted. 
 
(Reason:  Legal wording to recognize locally adopted codes and amendments adopted with referenced 
codes.) 
 

 
 
**Section 304.6; delete. 

 
(Reason:  This provision does not reflect standard practice in this area. Consistent with regional 
amendment to IFGC 305.5.) 
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***Section 306.3; change to read as follows: 
 

306.3  Appliances in attics.  Attics containing appliances requiring access shall be provided . . . {bulk of 
paragraph unchanged} . . . side of the appliance.  The clear access opening dimensions shall be a 
minimum of 20 inches by 30 inches (508 mm by 762 mm), or larger where such dimensions are not large 
enough to allow removal of the largest appliance.  As a minimum, for access to the attic space, provide 
one of the following: 
 

1. A permanent stair. 
 
2. A pull down stair with a minimum 300 lb (136 kg) capacity. 
 
3. An access door from an upper floor level. 
 
4. Access Panel may be used in lieu of items 1, 2, and 3 with prior approval of the code official due 

to building conditions. 
 

Exceptions: 

 
1. The passageway and level service space are not required where the appliance is capable 

of being serviced and removed… {remainder of section unchanged} 
 

(Reason:  To provide a safe means of accessibility to appliances in attics and to allow for different types of 
construction limitations.  Consistent with regional amendment to IFGC 306.3.) 
 

 
 
***Section 306.5; change to read as follows: 
 

306.5 Equipment and appliances on roofs or elevated structures.  Where equipment requiring access 
and appliances are installed on roofs or elevated structures at a an aggregate height exceeding 16 feet 
(4877 mm), such access shall be provided by a permanent approved means of access., the extent of 
which shall be from Permanent exterior ladders providing roof access need not extend closer than 8  12 
feet (2438 mm) to the finish grade or floor level below and shall extend to the equipment and appliances' 
level service space.  Such access shall . . . {language unchanged}. . . on roofs having a slope greater than 
4 units vertical in 12 units horizontal (33-percent slope). ... {remaining language unchanged}. 
 
 (Reason: To assure safe access to roof appliances and provide a greater level of security for equipment 
locate more than 16 feet above grade.  Consistent with IFGC amendments.) 
 

 

 
***Section 306.5.1; change to read as follows: 
 

306.5.1 Sloped roofs.  Where appliances, equipment, fans or other components that require service are 
installed on a roof having a slope of 3 units vertical in 12 units horizontal (25-percent slope) or greater on 
roofs having slopes greater than 4 units vertical in 12 units horizontal and having an edge more than 30 
inches (762 mm) above grade at such edge, a catwalk at least 16 inches in width with substantial cleats 
spaced not more than 16 inches apart shall be provided from the roof access to a level platform at the 
appliance.  The level platform shall be provided on each side of the appliance to which access is required 
for service, repair or maintenance. The platform shall be not less than 30 inches (762 mm) in any 
dimension and shall be provided with guards. The guards shall extend not less than 42 inches (1067 mm) 
above the platform, shall be constructed so as to prevent the passage of a 21-inch-diameter (533 mm) 
sphere and shall comply with the loading requirements for guards specified in the International Building 
Code. 
 
(Reason: To assure safe access to roof appliances.  Consistent with IFGC amendments.) 
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**Section 306; add Section 306.6 to read as follows: 
 

306.6  Water heaters above ground or floor.  When the mezzanine or platform in which a water heater 
is installed is more than eight (8) feet (2438 mm) above the ground or floor level, it shall be made 
accessible by a stairway or permanent ladder fastened to the building.  
 

Exception: A max 10 gallon water heater (or larger with approval) is capable of being accessed 
through a lay-in ceiling and a water heater is installed is not more than ten (10) feet (3048 mm) above 
the ground or floor level and may be reached with a portable ladder. 

 

306.6.1  Whenever the mezzanine or platform is not adequately lighted or access to a receptacle 
outlet is not obtainable from the main level, lighting and a receptacle outlet shall be provided in 
accordance with Section 306.3.1. 

 
(Reason: To provide safe access to water heaters and to provide lighting and receptacle for maintenance 
of equipment.  Consistent with regional amendments to IFGC 306.7 and IPC 502.5.) 
 

 
 
**Section 307.2.2; change to read as follows: 
 

307.2.2 Drain pipe materials and sizes.  Components of the condensate disposal system shall be cast 
iron, galvanized steel, copper, cross-linked polyethylene, polybutylene, polyethylene, ABS, CPVC or 
schedule 80 PVC pipe or tubing when exposed to ultra violet light.  All components shall be selected for 
the pressure, and temperature, and exposure rating of the installation. {Remaining language unchanged} 
 
(Reason: To provide greater flexibility of materials when exposed to ultra violet light.)  
 

 

 
**Section 307.2.3; amend item 2 to read as follows: 
 
2. A separate overflow drain line shall be connected to the drain pan provided with the equipment. Such 

overflow drain shall discharge to a conspicuous point of disposal to alert occupants in the event of a 
stoppage of the primary drain. The overflow drain line shall connect to the drain pan at a higher level 
than the primary drain connection. However, the conspicuous point shall not create a hazard such as 
dripping over a walking surface or other areas so as to create a nuisance. 

 
(Reason: Greater specificity in prohibited locations for condensate discharge. Consistent with regional 
amendment to IPC 314.2.1.) 
 

 
 
**Section 403.2.1; add an item 5 to read as follows: 
 

5. Toilet rooms within private dwellings that contain only a water closet, lavatory or combination 
thereof may be ventilated with an approved mechanical recirculating fan or similar device 
designed to remove odors from the air. 

 
(Reason: Consistent with common regional practice.  Consistent with regional amendment to IRC 
R303.3.) 
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**Section 501.2; add an exception to read as follows: 
 

501.2 Exhaust discharge.  The air removed by every mechanical exhaust system shall be discharged 
outdoors at a point where it will not cause a nuisance and not less than the distances specified in Section 
501.2.1. The air shall be discharged to a location from which it cannot again be readily drawn in by a 
ventilating system. Air shall not be exhausted into an attic or crawl space. 

 

Exceptions: 

 
1. Whole-house ventilation-type attic fans shall be permitted to discharge into the attic space of 

dwelling units having private attics. 
 
2. Commercial cooking recirculating systems. 
 
3. Toilet room exhaust ducts may terminate in a warehouse or shop area when infiltration of 

outside air is present. 
 

(Reason:  Provide a reasonable alternative in areas where a large volume of outside air is present.) 
 

 
 
**Section 504.6; add a sentence at the end of the paragraph to read as follows: 
 

504.6 Domestic clothes dryer ducts. Exhaust ducts for domestic clothes dryers shall conform to the 
requirements of Sections 504.6.1 through 504.6.7. The size of duct shall not be reduced along its 
developed length nor at the point of termination.  
 
(Reason:  To clarify size requirement.  Consistent with regional amendment to IFGC 614.6.) 
 

 
 
**Section 607.5.1; change to read as follows: 
 

607.5.1  Fire Walls.  Ducts and air transfer openings permitted in fire walls in accordance with Section 
705.11 of the International Building Code shall be protected with listed fire dampers installed in 

accordance with their listing. For hazardous exhaust systems see Section 510.1-510.9 IMC. 
 
(Reason:  Correspond with unamended IBC 710.7.)   
 

 
 
END 
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Recommended Amendments to the 
2009 International Plumbing Code 

North Central Texas Council of Governments region 

 
The following sections, paragraphs, and sentences of the 2009 International Plumbing Code are hereby 
amended as follows: Standard type is text from the IPC. Underlined type is text inserted. Lined through 
type is deleted text from the IPC. A double asterisk at the beginning of a section identifies an amendment 
carried over from the 2006edition of the code and a triple asterisk identifies a new or revised amendment 
with the 2009 edition of the code.  
 
Note: Historically NCTCOG has limited Chapter 1 amendments in order to allow each city to insert their 
local policies and procedures. We now have suggested certain items to be brought to the attention of 
cities considering adoption of the code that may be of concern to several jurisdictions. It is still intended 
to be discretionary to each city to determine which Chapter 1 amendments to include. 
 
 
 
**Table of Contents, Chapter 7, Section 714; change to read as follows: 
 
714       Engineered Computerized Drainage Design . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 67 
 
(Reason: Editorial change to make compatible with amendment to Section 714.1.) 
 
 
 
**Section 102.8; change to read as follows: 
 
102.8 Referenced codes and standards.  The codes and standards referenced in this code shall be 
those that are listed in Chapter 13 and such codes, when specifically adopted, and standards shall be 
considered as part of the requirements of this code to the prescribed extent of each such reference.  
Where the differences occur between provisions of this code and the referenced standards, the 
provisions of this code shall be the minimum requirements.  Whenever amendments have been adopted 
to the referenced codes and standards, each reference to said code and standard shall be considered to 
reference the amendments as well. Any reference to NFPA 70 or the ICC Electrical Code shall mean the 
Electrical Code as adopted. 
 
(Reason: Legal wording to recognize locally adopted codes and amendments adopted with referenced 
codes.) 
 
 
 
**Sections 106.6.2 and 106.6.3; change to read as follows: 
 
106.6.2 Fee schedule. The fees for all plumbing work shall be as indicated in the following schedule: 
(JURISDICTION TO INSERT APPROPRIATE SCHEDULE) adopted by resolution of the governing body 
of the jurisdiction. 
 
106.6.3 Fee Refunds. The code official shall establish a policy for authorize authorizing the refunding of 
fees as follows. {Delete balance of section} 
 
(Reason: This calls to attention of local jurisdictions considering adoption that they need a fee schedule 
and a refund policy.) 
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**Section 109; Delete entire section and insert the following: 
 

SECTION 109 
MEANS OF APPEAL 

 
109.1 Application for appeal. Any person shall have the right to appeal a decision of the code official to 
the board of appeals established by ordinance. The board shall be governed by the enabling ordinance. 
 
(Reason: Most jurisdictions already have an ordinance establishing and governing an appeals board for 
this code. This also calls to the attention of jurisdictions not having such a board that it needs to be 
established.) 
 
 
 
**Section 305.6.1; change to read as follows: 
 
305.6.1 Sewer depth.  Building sewers that connect to private sewage disposal systems shall be a 
minimum of [number] inches (mm) below finished grade at the point of septic tank connection.  Building 
sewers shall be a minimum of 12 inches (304 mm) below grade. 
  
(Reason:  Provides sewer depth that is common in this region.  Deleted reference to private sewage 
disposal because a private sewage disposal code is not typically adopted in this region.) 
 
 
 
**Section 305.9; change to read as follows: 
 
305.9 Protection of components of plumbing system.  Components of a plumbing system installed 
within 3 feet along alleyways, driveways, parking garages or other locations in a manner in which they 
would be exposed to damage shall be recessed into the wall or otherwise protected in an approved 
manner. 
 
(Reason:  Provide a common cutoff point to designate a general separation distance at which plumbing 
systems should be safe for consistency in enforcement.) 
 
 
 
**Section 310.4; delete. 
 
(Reason:  Enforcement of privacy walls and doors, and the maintenance thereof, should not be a code 
issue.  It is an owner courtesy issue.) 
 
 
 
**Section 310.5; delete. 
 
(Reason:  Enforcement of privacy walls and doors, and the maintenance thereof, should not be a code 
issue.  It is an owner courtesy issue.) 
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**Sections 312.10.1 and 312.10.2; change to read as follows: 
 
312.10.1 Inspections.  Annual inspections shall be made of all backflow prevention assemblies and air 
gaps to determine whether they are operable. In the absence of local provisions, the owner is responsible 
to ensure that testing is performed. 
 
312.10.2 Testing.  Reduced pressure principle backflow preventer assemblies, double check-valve 
assemblies, pressure vacuum breaker assemblies, reduced pressure detector fire protection backflow 
prevention assemblies, double check detector fire protection backflow prevention assemblies, hose 
connection backflow preventers, and spill-proof vacuum breakers shall be tested at the time of 
installation, immediately after repairs or relocation and at least annually.  The testing procedure shall be 
performed in accordance with applicable local provisions.  In the absence of local provisions, the owner is 
responsible to ensure that testing is done in accordance with one of the following standards: 
 

{list of standards unchanged} 
 
(Reason: Recognize TCEQ or other local testing procedures that must be adhered to.  To place 
responsibility of testing on the owner.) 
 
 
 
***Section 314.2.1; change to read as follows: 
 
314.2.1 Condensate disposal.  Condensate from all cooling coils and evaporators shall be conveyed 
from the drain pan outlet to an approved place of disposal. ... {text unchanged} ... Condensate shall not 
discharge into a street, alley, sidewalk, rooftop, or other areas so as to cause a nuisance. 
 
(Reason: Greater specificity in prohibited locations for condensate discharge.  It is the intent of this 
amendment to send condensate discharge into a sanitary sewer drain. Consistent with regional 
amendment to IMC 307.2.3.) 
 
 
 
***Section 314.2.2; change to read as follows: 
 
314.2.2 Drain pipe materials and sizes.  Components of the condensate disposal system shall be cast 
iron, galvanized steel, copper, cross-linked polyethylene, polybutylene, polyethylene, ABS, CPVC, or 
schedule 80 PVC pipe or tubing when exposed to ultra violet light. All components shall be selected for 
the pressure, and temperature and exposure rating of the installation. Joints and connections shall be 
made in accordance with the applicable provisions of Chapter 7 relative to the material type. Condensate 
waste and drain line size shall not be less than ¾-inch (19 mm) internal diameter and shall not decrease 
in size from the drain pan connection to the place of condensate disposal. Where the drain pipes from 
more than one unit are manifolded together for condensate drainage, the pipe or tubing shall be sized in 
accordance with Table 314.2.2. All horizontal sections of drain piping shall be installed in uniform 
alignment at a uniform slope. 
 
(Reason: To provide greater flexibility of materials when exposed to ultra violet light. Polybutylene pipe is 
not allowed for use in this region.)  
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**Section 401.1; add a sentence to read as follows: 
 
401.1 Scope. This chapter shall govern the materials, design and installation of plumbing fixtures, faucets 
and fixture fittings in accordance with the type of occupancy, and shall provide for the minimum number of 
fixtures for various types of occupancies. The provisions of this Chapter are meant to work in coordination 
with the provisions of the Building Code.  Should any conflicts arise between the two chapters, the Code 
Official shall determine which provision applies. 
 
(Reason: Gives discretion to Code Official in case of code conflict.) 
 
 
 
**Section 403.1; change to read as follows: 
 
403.1 Minimum number of fixtures.  Plumbing fixtures shall be provided for the type of occupancy and 
in the minimum number as follows: 
 

1. Assembly Occupancies:  At least one drinking fountain shall be provided at each floor level in an 
approved location. 
 

Exception:  A drinking fountain need not be provided in a drinking or dining establishment. 
 

2. Groups A, B, F, H, I, M and S Occupancies:  Buildings or portions thereof where persons are 
employed shall be provided with at least one water closet for each sex except as provided for in 
Section 403.2. 
 

3. Group E Occupancies: Shall be provided with fixtures as shown in Table 403.1. 
 

4. Group R Occupancies:  Shall be provided with fixtures as shown in Table 403.1. 
 
  It is recommended, but not required, that the minimum number of fixtures provided also comply with the 
number shown in Table 403.1.  Types of occupancies not shown in Table 403.1 shall be considered 
individually by the code official.  The number of occupants shall be determined by the International 
Building Code.  Occupancy classification shall be determined in accordance with the International 
Building Code. 
 
 
 
**Section 403.1.2; add Section 403.1.2 to read as follows: 
 
403.1.2 Finish material.  Finish materials shall comply with Section 1209 of the International Building 
Code. 
 
(Reason: Table 403.1 is made optional.  Gives minimum requirements in body of code.  Consistent with 
regional amendments to IBC Section 2902.) 
 
 
 
**Section 405.6; delete. 
 
(Reason: Texas State regulations cover plumbing in mental health centers.  Consistent with regional 
amendment to IPC 1002.10.) 
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**Section 409.2; change to read as follows: 
 
409.2 Water connection.  The water supply to a commercial dishwashing machine shall be protected 
against backflow by an air gap or backflow preventer in accordance with Section 608. 
 
(Reason:  Domestic dishwashing machines would be difficult to enforce and should already come 
equipped with backflow preventers. Consistent with regional amendments in IPC Section 608.) 
 
 
 
**Section 410.1; change to read as follows: 
 
410.1 Approval.  Drinking fountains shall conform to ASME A112.19.1M, ASME A112.19.2M or ASME 
A112.19.9M, and water coolers shall conform to ARI 1010.  Drinking fountains and water coolers shall 
conform to NSF 61, Section 9. Where water is served in restaurants or where bottled water coolers are 
provided in other occupancies, drinking fountains shall not be required.  In other occupancies, where 
drinking fountains are required, bottled water dispensers shall be permitted to be substituted for not more 
than 50 percent of the required drinking fountains. 

 
Exception: A drinking fountain need not be provided in a drinking or dining establishment. 

 
(Reason:  Coincide with amendments made to IPC 403.1 and IBC 2902.) 
 
 
 
**Section 412.4; change to read as follows: 
 
412.4 Required location Public laundries and central washing facilities.  Floor drains shall be 
installed in the following areas. 
 

1.  In public coin-operated laundries and in the central washing facilities of multiple family dwellings, 
the rooms containing automatic clothes washers shall be provided with floor drains located to 
readily drain the entire floor area.  Such drains shall have a minimum outlet of not less than 3 
inches (76 mm) in diameter. 

 
2. Commercial kitchens.  In lieu of floor drains in commercial kitchens, the code official may accept 

floor sinks. 
 

(Reason:  To make more compatible with local health code practices.) 
 
 
 
**Section 417.5; change to read as follows: 
 
417.5 Shower floors or receptors.  Floor surfaces shall be constructed of impervious, noncorrosive, 
nonabsorbent and waterproof materials. 
 

  Thresholds shall be a minimum of 2 inches (51 mm) and a maximum of 9 inches (229 mm), measured 
from top of the drain to top of threshold or dam.  Thresholds shall be of sufficient width to accommodate a 
minimum twenty-two (22) inch (559 mm) door. 
 

Exception: Showers designed to comply with ICC/ANSI A117.1. 
 
(Reason: To provide more specific requirements.) 
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***Section 417.5.2; change to read as follows: 
 
417.5.2 Shower lining.  Floors under shower compartments, except where prefabricated receptors have 
been provided, shall be lined and made water tight utilizing material complying with Sections 417.5.2.1 
through 417.5.2.5. Such liners shall turn up on all sides at least 2 3 inches (51 76 mm) above the finished 
threshold level and shall extend outward over the threshold and fastened to the outside of the threshold 
jamb. Liners shall be recessed and fastened to an approved backing so as not to occupy the space 
required for wall covering, and shall not be nailed or perforated at any point less than 1 inch (25 mm) 
above the finished threshold. Liners shall be pitched one-fourth unit vertical in 12 units horizontal (2-
percent slope) and shall be sloped toward the fixture drains and be securely fastened to the waste outlet 
at the seepage entrance, making a water-tight joint between the liner and the outlet. The completed liner 
shall be tested in accordance with Section 312.9 and Section 417.7. 

 
(Reason: Consistent with local practice.) 
 
 
 
**Section 417.7; add Section 417.7 to read as follows: 
 
417.7 Test for shower receptors.  Shower receptors shall be tested for water tightness by filling with 
water to the level of the rough threshold.  The drain shall be plugged in a manner so that both sides of 
pans shall be subjected to the test at the point where it is clamped to the drain. 
 
(Reason:  To clarify that a water test is required for a shower receptor.) 
 
 
 
**Section 419.3; change to read as follows: 
 
419.3 Surrounding material. Wall and floor space to a point 2 feet (610 mm) in front of a urinal lip and 4 
feet (1219 mm) above the floor and at least 2 feet (610 mm) to each side of the urinal shall be 
waterproofed with a smooth, readily cleanable, hard, nonabsorbent material. 
 
(Reason:  Match un-amended IBC 1209.) 
 
 
 
**Section 502.3; change to read as follows: 
 
502.3 Water heaters installed in attics. 
Attics containing a water heater shall be provided with an opening and unobstructed passageway large 
enough to allow removal of the water heater. The passageway shall not be less than 30 inches (762 mm) 
high and 22 inches (559 mm) wide and not more than 20 feet (6096 mm) in length when measured along 
the centerline of the passageway from the opening to the water heater. The passageway shall have 
continuous solid flooring not less than 24 inches (610 mm) wide. A level service space at least 30 inches 
(762 mm) deep and 30 inches (762 mm) wide shall be present at the front or service side of the water 
heater. The clear access opening dimensions shall be a minimum of 20 inches by 30 inches (508 mm by 
762 mm) , or larger where such dimensions are not large enough to allow removal of the water heater. 
 
 (Reason: To ensure adequate access.) 
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**Section 502.6; Add Section 502.6 to read as follows: 
 
502.6 Water heaters above ground or floor.  When the attic, roof, mezzanine or platform in which a 
water heater is installed is more than eight (8) feet (2438 mm) above the ground or floor level, it shall be 
made accessible by a stairway or permanent ladder fastened to the building. 
 

Exception:  A max 10 gallon water heater (or larger with approval) is capable of being accessed 
through a lay-in ceiling and a water heater is installed is not more than ten (10) feet (3048 mm) 
above the ground or floor level and may be reached with a portable ladder. 
 

502.6.1 Illumination and convenience outlet. Whenever the mezzanine or platform is not 
adequately lighted or access to a receptacle outlet is not obtainable from the main level, lighting and 
a receptacle outlet shall be provided in accordance with Section 502.1. 

 
(Reason: To provide safe access to water heaters and to provide lighting and receptacle for maintenance 
of equipment.  Consistent with regional amendments to IFGC 306.7 and IMC 306.6.  Note reference to 
amendment above.) 
 
 
 
***Section 504.6; change to read as follows: 
 
504.6 Requirements for discharge piping.  The discharge piping serving a pressure relief valve, 
temperature relief valve or combination thereof shall: 
 

1. Not be directly connected to the drainage system. 
 
2. Discharge through an air gap. located in the same room as the water heater. 
 
3. Not be smaller than the diameter of the outlet of the valve served and shall discharge full size to 

the air gap. 
 
4. Serve a single relief device and shall not connect to piping serving any other relief device or 

equipment. 
 

Exception: Multiple relief devices may be installed to a single T & P discharge piping system 
when approved by the administrative authority and permitted by the manufactures installation 
instructions and installed with those instructions. 

 
5. Discharge to the floor, to a an indirect waste receptor or to the outdoors. Where discharging to 

the outdoors in areas subject to freezing, discharge piping shall be first piped to an indirect waste 
receptor through an air gap located in a conditioned area. 

 
6. Discharge in a manner that does not cause personal injury or structural damage. 
 
7. Discharge to a termination point that is readily observable by the building occupants. 
 
8. Not be trapped. 
 
9. Be installed so as to flow by gravity. 
 
10. Not terminate lmore less than 6 inches or more than 24 inches (152 mm) above grade the floor or 

nor more than 6 inches above the waste receptor. 
 
11. Not have a threaded connection at the end of such piping. 
 



North Central Texas  September 23, 2010 
2009 IPC Amendments 

 

8 

12. Not have valves or tee fittings. 
 
13. Be constructed of those materials listed in Section 605.4 or materials tested, rated and approved 

for such use in accordance with ASME A112.4.1. 
 

(Reason: To provide a higher degree of safety.) 
 
 
 
**Section 604.4; add Section 604.4.1 to read as follows: 
 
604.4.1 State maximum flow rate.  Where the State mandated maximum flow rate is more restrictive 
than those of this section, the State flow rate shall take precedence. 
 
(Reason: To recognize State standards.) 
 
 
 
**Section 606.1; delete items #4 and #5. 
 
(Reason: The code is too restrictive as written.) 
 
 
 
**Section 606.2; change to read as follows: 
 
606.2 Location of shutoff valves. Shutoff valves shall be installed in the following locations: 
 

1. On the fixture supply to each plumbing fixture other than bathtubs and showers in one- and two-
family residential occupancies, and other than in individual sleeping units that are provided with 
unit shutoff valves in hotels, motels, boarding houses and similar occupancies. 

 
2. On the water supply pipe to each sillcock. 
 
3.  On the water supply pipe to each appliance or mechanical equipment. 

 
(Reason: To provide shut-off valves to every fixture.) 
 
 
 
**Section 608.1; change to read as follows: 
 
608.1 General.  A potable water supply system shall be designed, installed and maintained in such a 
manner so as to prevent contamination from nonpotable liquids, solids or gases being introduced into the 
potable water supply through cross-connections or any other piping connections to the system.  Backflow 
preventer applications shall conform to applicable local regulations, Table 608.1, except and as 
specifically stated in Sections 608.2 through 608.16.10. 
 
(Reason: To recognize local requirements.) 
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**Section 608.16.5; change to read as follows: 
 
608.16.5 Connections to lawn irrigation systems. 
The potable water supply to lawn irrigation systems shall be protected against backflow by an 
atmospheric-type vacuum breaker, a pressure-type vacuum breaker, a double-check assembly or a 
reduced pressure principle backflow preventer. A valve shall not be installed downstream from an 
atmospheric vacuum breaker. Where chemicals are introduced into the system, the potable water supply 
shall be protected against backflow by a reduced pressure principle backflow preventer. 
 
(Reason: To recognize regional practices.) 
 
 
 
**Section 608.17; change to read as follows: 
 
608.17 Protection of individual water supplies.  An individual water supply shall be located and 
constructed so as to be safeguarded against contamination in accordance with applicable local 
regulations.  In the absence of other local regulations, installation shall be in accordance with Sections 
608.17.1 through 608.17.8. 
 
(Reason: To allow local requirements to govern.) 
 
 
 
**Section 610.1; add exception to read as follows: 
 
610.1 General.  New or repaired potable water systems shall be purged of deleterious matter and 
disinfected prior to utilization. The method to be followed shall be that prescribed by the health authority 
or water purveyor having jurisdiction or, in the absence of a prescribed method, the procedure described 
in either AWWA C651 or AWWA C652, or as described in this section. This requirement shall apply to 
“on-site” or “inplant” fabrication of a system or to a modular portion of a system. 
 

1. The pipe system shall be flushed with clean, potable water until dirty water does not appear at the 
points of outlet. 
 

2. The system or part thereof shall be filled with a water/chlorine solution containing at least 50 parts 
per million (50 mg/L) of chlorine, and the system or part thereof shall be valved off and allowed to 
stand for 24 hours; or the system or part thereof shall be filled with a water/chlorine solution 
containing at least 200 parts per million (200 mg/L) of chlorine and allowed to stand for 3 hours. 
 

3. Following the required standing time, the system shall be flushed with clean potable water until 
the chlorine is purged from the system. 
 

4. The procedure shall be repeated where shown by a bacteriological examination that 
contamination remains present in the system. 
 

Exception: With prior approval the Code Official may wave this requirement when deemed 
un-necessary by the Code Official. 

 
(Reason: May not always be needed) 
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**Section 712.5; add Section 712.5 to read as follows: 
 
712.5 Dual Pump System.  All sumps shall be automatically discharged and, when in any “public use” 
occupancy where the sump serves more than 10 fixture units, shall be provided with dual pumps or 
ejectors arranged to function independently in case of overload or mechanical failure.  For storm drainage 
sumps and pumping systems, see Section 1113. 
 
(Reason: To address dual pump system.  To provide reference for storm drainage systems.) 
 
 
 
**Section 714, 714.1; change to read as follows: 
 

SECTION 714 
ENGINEERED COMPUTERIZED DRAINAGE DESIGN 

 
714.1 Design of drainage system.  The sizing, design and layout of the drainage system shall be 
permitted to be designed by approved computer design methods. 
 
(Reason: Code was too restrictive.) 
 
 
 
**Section 802.1.6; change to read as follows: 
 
802.1.6 Domestic dishwashing machines.  Domestic dishwashing machines shall discharge indirectly 
through an air gap or air break into a standpipe or waste receptor in accordance with Section 802.2, or 
discharge into a wye-branch fitting on the tailpiece of the kitchen sink or the dishwasher connection of a 
food waste grinder. The waste line of a domestic dishwashing machine discharging into a kitchen sink 
tailpiece or food waste grinder shall connect to a deck-mounted air gap. or the waste line shall rise and be 
securely fastened to the underside of the sink rim or counter. 
 
(Reason: Provide positive backflow protection to the water supply and prevent contamination of the 
contents of the dishwasher and to be consistent with IRC Section 2717.3) 
 
 
 
**Section 802.4; add a sentence to the end of the paragraph to read as follows: 
 
802.4 Standpipes. Standpipes shall be… {text unchanged} …drains for rodding. No standpipe shall be 
installed below the ground. 
 
(Reason: To make systems less susceptible to improper modifications.) 
 
 
 
**Section 904.1; change to read as follows: 
 
904.1 Roof extension.  All open vent pipes that extend through a roof shall be terminated at least six (6) 
inches (152 mm) above the roof, except that where a roof is to be used for any purpose other than 
weather protection, the vent extensions shall be run at least 7 feet (2134 mm) above the roof. 
 
(Reason: To provide regional guideline on standard installation method for this area.) 
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**Section 906.1; change to read as follows: 
 
906.1 Distance of trap from vent.  Each fixture trap shall have a protecting vent located so that the 
slope and the developed length in the fixture drain from the trap weir to the vent fitting are within the 
requirements set forth in Table 906.1. 
 

Exception: The developed length of the fixture drain from the trap weir to the vent fitting for self-
siphoning fixtures, such as water closets, shall not be limited. 

 
(Reason: To be consistent with regional established practices) 
 
 
 
**Section 912.1; change to read as follows: 
 
912.1 Type of fixture.  A combination drain and vent system shall not serve fixtures other than floor 
drains, sinks, lavatories, and drinking fountains standpipes, and indirect waste receptors.  Combination 
drain and vent systems shall not receive the discharge from a food waste grinder or clinical sink. 
 
(Reason: To prevent trap siphoning of sinks and lavatories.) 
 
 
 
**Section 1002.10; delete. 
 
(Reason: Texas State regulations cover plumbing in mental health centers.  Consistent with regional 
amendment to IPC 405.6.) 
 
 
 

 

**Section 1003; see note below: 
 

{Until the Health and Water Departments of the area can coordinate a uniform grease interceptor section, 
each city will have to modify this section individually.} 
 

 
 
 
***Section 1101.8; change to read as follows: 
 
1101.8 Cleanouts required.  Cleanouts shall be installed in the building storm drainage system and shall 
comply with the provisions of this code for sanitary drainage pipe cleanouts. 
 

Exception: Subsurface drainage system 
 

(Reason: To specify that cleanouts are only required in the building.) 
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**Section 1106.1; change to read as follows: 
 
1106.1 General.  The size of the vertical conductors and leaders, building storm drains, building storm 
sewers, and any horizontal branches of such drains or sewers shall be based on six (6) inches per hour 
the 100-year hourly rainfall rate indicated in Figure 1106.1 or on other rainfall rates determined from 
approved local weather data. 
 
(Reason:  Specify the roof drain size normally used in the area.) 
 
 
 
***Section 1107.3; change to read as follows: 
 
1107.3 Sizing of secondary drains.  Secondary (emergency) roof drain systems shall be sized in 
accordance with Section 1106 based on the rainfall rate for which the primary system is sized in Figure 
1106.1 or on other rainfall rates determined from approved local weather data. Scuppers shall be sized to 
prevent the depth of ponding water from exceeding that for which the roof was designed as determined 
by Section 1101.7. Scuppers shall not have an opening dimension of less than 4 inches (102 mm). The 
flow through the primary system shall not be considered when sizing the secondary roof drain system. 
 
 (Reason:  Specify that overflow drainage is to be the same size as the normal roof drains.) 
 
 
 
***Section 1202.1; delete Exception 2. 
 
(Reason: State law already specifies that vacuum systems must comply with NFPA 99C.) 
 
 
 
END 
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Recommended Amendments to the 
2009 International Fuel Gas Code 

North Central Texas Council of Governments region 
 

The following sections, paragraphs, and sentences of the 2009 International Fuel Gas Code are hereby 
amended as follows: Standard type is text from the IFGC. Underlined type is text inserted. Lined through 
type is deleted text from IFGC. A double asterisk at the beginning of a section identifies an amendment 
carried over from the 2006 edition of the code and a triple asterisk identifies a new or revised amendment 
with the 2009 code. 
 
 
 

**Section 101.2 
{Local amendments to Section 101.2 may be necessary to correspond with the State Plumbing 
Licensing Law.} 

 
 
 
**Section 102.2; add an exception to read as follows: 
 

Exception:  Existing dwelling units shall comply with Section 621.2. 
 
(Reason:  Previous code provisions made unvented heater provisions retroactive except as provided for 
in local amendment.  This amendment and amendment to IFGC 621.2 better clarify what the code 
already states: existing systems may stay unless considered unsafe.) 
 
 
 
**Section 102.8; change to read as follows: 
 
102.8 Referenced codes and standards.  The codes and standards referenced in this code shall be 
those that are listed in Chapter 8 and such codes, when specifically adopted, and standards shall be 
considered part of the requirements of this code to the prescribed extent of each such reference.  Where 
differences occur between provisions of this code and the referenced standards, the provisions of this 
code shall apply.  Whenever amendments have been adopted to the referenced codes and standards, 
each reference to said code and standard shall be considered to reference the amendments as well. Any 
reference to NFPA 70 or the ICC Electrical Code shall mean the Electrical Code as adopted. 
 
(Reason:  Legal wording to recognize locally adopted codes and amendments adopted with referenced 
codes.) 
 
 
 
**Section 304.10; change to read as follows: 
 
304.10 Louvers and grilles.  The required size of openings for combustion, ventilation and dilution air 
shall be based on the net free area of each opening. Where the free area through a design of louver, 
grille or screen is known, it shall be used in calculating the size opening required to provide the free area 
specified. Where the design and free area of louvers and grilles are not known, it shall be assumed that 
wood louvers will have 25-percent free area and metal louvers and grilles will have 75 50-percent free 
area. Screens shall have a mesh size not smaller than ¼ inch (6.4 mm). Nonmotorized louvers and grilles 
shall be fixed in the open position. Motorized louvers shall be interlocked with the appliance so that they 
are proven to be in the full open position prior to main burner ignition and during main burner operation. 
Means shall be provided to prevent the main burner from igniting if the louvers fail to open during burner 
start-up and to shut down the main burner if the louvers close during operation. 
 
(Reason: This is the generally accepted practice in the region.)  
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**Section 304.11; change #8 to read as follows: 
 
304.11 Combustion air ducts.  Combustion air ducts shall comply with all of the following: 
 

1. Ducts shall be constructed of galvanized steel complying with Chapter 6 of the International 
Mechanical Code or of a material having equivalent corrosion resistance, strength and rigidity. 

 
Exception:  Within dwellings units, unobstructed stud and joist spaces shall not be prohibited 
from conveying combustion air, provided that not more than one required fireblock is 
removed. 

 
2. Ducts shall terminate in an unobstructed space allowing free movement of combustion air to the 

appliances. 
 
3. Ducts shall serve a single enclosure. 
 
4. Ducts shall not serve both upper and lower combustion air openings where both such openings 

are used. The separation between ducts serving upper and lower combustion air openings shall 
be maintained to the source of combustion air. 

 
5. Ducts shall not be screened where terminating in an attic space. 
 
6. Horizontal upper combustion air ducts shall not slope downward toward the source of combustion 

air. 
 
7. The remaining space surrounding a chimney liner, gas vent, special gas vent or plastic piping 

installed within a masonry, metal or factory-built chimney shall not be used to supply combustion 
air. 

 
Exception: Direct-vent gas-fired appliances designed for installation in a solid fuel-burning 
fireplace where installed in accordance with the manufacturer’s instructions. 

 
8. Combustion air intake openings located on the exterior of a building shall have the lowest side of 

such openings located not less than 12 inches (305 mm) vertically from the adjoining ground level 
or the manufacturer’s recommendation, whichever is more restrictive. 
 

(Reason: To recognize the manufacturer’s installation requirements.) 
 
 
**Section 305.5; delete the section. 
 
(Reason:  This provision does not reflect standard practice in this area. Consistent with regional 
amendment to IMC 304.6.) 
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***Section 306.3; change to read as follows: 
 
[M] 306.3  Appliances in attics.  Attics containing appliances requiring access shall be provided . . . 
{bulk of paragraph unchanged} . . . side of the appliance.  The clear access opening dimensions shall be 
a minimum of 20 inches by 30 inches (508 mm by 762 mm), and or larger where such dimensions are not 
large enough to allow removal of the largest appliance.  As a minimum, for access to the attic space, 
provide one of the following: 
 

1. A permanent stair. 
 

2. A pull down stair. 
 

3. An access door from an upper floor level. 
 

4. Access Panel may be used in lieu of items 1, 2, and 3 with prior approval of the code official due 
to building conditions. 

 
Exceptions: 
 

1. The passageway and level service space are not required where the appliance is 
capable of being serviced and removed through the required opening. 
 

2. Where the passageway is not less than …{bulk of section to read the same}. 
 
(Reason:  To provide a safe means of accessibility to appliances in attics and to allow for different types 
of construction limitations.  Consistent with regional amendment to IMC 306.3.) 
 
 
 
***Section 306.5; change to read as follows: 
 
[M] 306.5 Equipment and appliances on roofs or elevated structures.  Where equipment requiring 
access and appliances are installed on roofs or elevated structures at a an aggregate height exceeding 
16 feet (4877 mm), such access shall be provided by a permanent approved means of access., the extent 
of which shall be from Permanent exterior ladders providing roof access need not extend closer than 8  
12 feet (2438 mm) to the finish grade or floor level below and shall extend to the equipment and 
appliances' level service space.  Such access shall . . . {bulk of section to read the same}. . . on roofs 
having a slope greater than 4 units vertical in 12 units horizontal (33-percent slope). ... {bulk of section to 
read the same}. 
 
(Reason: To assure safe access to roof appliances.  Consistent with IMC amendments.) 
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**Section 306.5.1; change to read as follows: 
 
[M] 306.5.1 Sloped roofs.  Where appliances, equipment, fans or other components that require service 
are installed on a roof having a slope of 3 units vertical in 12 units horizontal (25-percent slope) or greater 
on roofs having slopes greater than 4 units vertical in 12 units horizontal and having an edge more than 
30 inches (762 mm) above grade at such edge, a catwalk at least 16 inches in width with substantial 
cleats spaced not more than 16 inches apart shall be provided from the roof access to a level platform at 
the appliance.  The level platform shall be provided on each side of the appliance to which access is 
required for service, repair or maintenance. The platform shall be not less than 30 inches (762 mm) in any 
dimension and shall be provided with guards. The guards shall extend not less than 42 inches (1067 mm) 
above the platform, shall be constructed so as to prevent the passage of a 21-inch-diameter (533 mm) 
sphere and shall comply with the loading requirements for guards specified in the International Building 
Code. 
 
(Reason: To assure safe access to roof appliances. Consistent with IMC amendments.) 
 
 
 
**Section 306; add Section 306.7with exception and subsection 306.7.1 to read as follows: 
 
306.7 Water heaters above ground or floor.  When the attic, roof, mezzanine or platform in which a 
water heater is installed is more than eight (8) feet (2438 mm) above the ground or floor level, it shall be 
made accessible by a stairway or permanent ladder fastened to the building. 
 

Exception: A max 10 gallon water heater (or larger when approved by the code official) is capable of 
being accessed through a lay-in ceiling and a water heater is installed is not more than ten (10) feet 
(3048 mm) above the ground or floor level and may be reached with a portable ladder. 

 
306.7.1. Illumination and convenience outlet.  Whenever the mezzanine or platform is not adequately 
lighted or access to a receptacle outlet is not obtainable from the main level, lighting and a receptacle 
outlet shall be provided in accordance with Section 306.3.1. 
  
(Reason: To provide more stringent safe access to water heaters.  Consistent with regional amendments 
to IPC 502.5 and IMC 306.6.) 
 
 
 
**Section 401.5; add a second paragraph to read as follows: 
 
   Both ends of each section of medium pressure corrugated stainless steel tubing (CSST) shall identify its 
operating gas pressure with an approved tag.  The tags are to be composed of aluminum or stainless 
steel and the following wording shall be stamped into the tag: 
 

"WARNING 
1/2 to 5 psi gas pressure 
Do Not Remove" 

 
(Reason: To protect homeowners and plumbers.) 

 
 
 
**Section 402.3; add an exception to read as follows: 
 

Exception:  Corrugated stainless steel tubing (CSST) shall be a minimum of 1/2" ( 18 EHD). 
 
(Reason: Pipe less than 1/2" has a history in this region of causing whistling.) 
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**Section 404.10; change to read as follows: 
 
404.10  Minimum burial depth.  Underground piping systems shall be installed a minimum depth of 12 
18 inches (305 458 mm) top of pipe below grade, except as provided for in Section 404.10.1. 
 
(Reason: To provide increased protection to piping systems.) 
 
 
 
**Section 404.10.1; delete the section. 
 
(Reason: Individual lines should also be buried to 18 inches.) 
 
 
 
**Section 406.1; change to read as follows: 
 
406.1 General.  Prior to acceptance and initial operation, all piping installations shall be inspected and 
pressure tested to determine that the materials, design, fabrication, and installation practices comply with 
the requirements of this code.  The permit holder shall make the applicable tests prescribed in Sections 
406.1.1 through 406.1.5 to determine compliance with the provisions of this code.  The permit holder shall 
give reasonable advance notice to the code official when the piping system is ready for testing.  The 
equipment, material, power and labor necessary for the inspections and test shall be furnished by the 
permit holder and the permit holder shall be responsible for determining that the work will withstand the 
test pressure prescribed in the following tests. 
 
(Reason:  To utilize language used in the IPC regarding who is responsible for testing procedures.) 
 
 
 
**Section 406.4; change to read as follows: 
 
406.4 Test pressure measurement.  Test pressure shall be measured with a monometer or with a 
pressure-measuring device designed and calibrated to read, record, or indicate a pressure loss caused 
by leakage during the pressure test period.  The source of pressure shall be isolated before the pressure 
tests are made.  Mechanical gauges used to measure test pressures shall have a range such that the 
highest end of the scale is not greater than five times the test pressure. 
 
(Reason:  To require the use of more accurate diaphragm gauges.  Spring gauges do not provide 
accurate measurement below approximately 17 psig.) 
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**Section 406.4.1; change to read as follows: 
 
406.4.1 Test pressure.  The test pressure to be used shall be no less than 1 1/2 times the proposed 
maximum working pressure, but no less than 3 3 psig (20 kPa gauge), or at the discretion of the Code 
Official, the piping and valves may be tested at a pressure of at least six (6) inches (152 mm) of mercury, 
measured with a manometer or slope gauge.  irrespective of design pressure.  Where the test pressure 
exceeds 125 psig (862 kPa gauge), the test pressure shall not exceed a value that produces a hoop 
stress in the piping greater than 50 percent of the specified minimum yield strength of the pipe.  For tests 
requiring a pressure of 3 psig, diaphragm gauges shall utilize a dial with a minimum diameter of three and 
one half inches (3 ½”), a set hand, 1/10 pound incrementation and pressure range not to exceed 6 psi for 
tests requiring a pressure of 3 psig.  For tests requiring a pressure of 10 psig, diaphragm gauges shall 
utilize a dial with a minimum diameter of three and one-half inches (3 ½”), a set hand, a minimum of 2/10 
pound incrementation and a pressure range not to exceed 20 psi.  For welded piping, and for piping 
carrying gas at pressures in excess of fourteen (14) inches water column pressure (3.48 kPa) (1/2 psi) 
and less than 200 inches of water column pressure (52.2 kPa) (7.5 psi), the test pressure shall not be 
less than ten (10) pounds per square inch (69.6 kPa).  For piping carrying gas at a pressure that exceeds 
200 inches of water column (52.2 kPa) (7.5 psi), the test pressure shall be not less than one and one-half 
times the proposed maximum working pressure. 
 
(Reason:  To provide for lesser pressures to coordinate with the use of more accurate diaphragm 
gauges.)  
 
 
 
**Section 406.4.2; change to read as follows: 
 
406.4.2 Test duration.  Test duration shall be held for a length of time satisfactory to the Code Official, 
but in no case for less than fifteen (15) minutes.  For welded piping, and for piping carrying gas at  
pressures in excess of fourteen (14) inches water column pressure (3.48 kPa), the test duration shall be 
held for a length of time satisfactory to the Code Official, but in no case for less than thirty (30) minutes. 
(Delete remainder of section.) 
 
 (Reason:  To comply with accepted regional practices.) 

 
 
 
**Section 409.1; add Section 409.1.4 to read as follows: 
 
409.1.4  Valves in CSST installations.  Shutoff valves installed with corrugated stainless steel (CSST) 
piping systems shall be supported with an approved termination fitting, or equivalent support, suitable for 
the size of the valves, of adequate strength and quality, and located at intervals so as to prevent or damp 
out excessive vibration but in no case greater than 12-inches from the center of the valve.  Supports shall 
be installed so as not to interfere with the free expansion and contraction of the system's piping, fittings, 
and valves between anchors.  All valves and supports shall be designed and installed so they will not be 
disengaged by movement of the supporting piping. 
 
(Reason: To provide proper security to CSST valves.  These standards were established in this region in 
1999 when CSST was an emerging technology.) 

 
 
 
**Section 410.1; add a second paragraph and exception to read as follows: 
 
  Access to regulators shall comply with the requirements for access to appliances as specified in Section 
306. 
 

Exception:  A passageway or level service space is not required when the regulator is capable of 
being serviced and removed through the required attic opening. 

 
(Reason: To require adequate access to regulators.) 
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**Section 614.6; add a sentence to read as follows: 
 
[M] 614.6 Domestic clothes dryer exhaust ducts. Exhaust ducts for domestic clothes dryers shall 
conform to the requirements of Sections 614.6.1 through 614.6.7. The size of duct shall not be reduced 
along its developed length nor at the point of termination.  
 
(Reason:  To clarify the size requirement. Consistent with regional amendment to IMC 504.6.) 
 
 
 
**Section 621.2; add exception as follows: 
 
621.2 Prohibited use.  One or more unvented room heaters shall not be used as the sole source of 
comfort heating in a dwelling unit. 
 

Exception: Existing approved unvented heaters may continue to be used in dwelling units, in 
accordance with the code provisions in effect when installed, when approved by the Code Official 
unless an unsafe condition is determined to exist as described in Section 108.7. 

 
(Reason:  Gives code official discretion.) 
 
 
 
**Section 624.1.1; change to read as follows: 
 
624.1.1 Installation requirements.  The requirements for water heaters relative to access, sizing, relief 
valves, drain pans and scald protection shall be in accordance with the International Plumbing Code. 
 
(Reason: To clarify installation requirements.  Also corresponds with amendments regarding water heater 
access.) 
 
 
 
END 
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Recommended Amendments to the 
2009 International Fire Code 

North Central Texas Council of Governments region 
 
The following sections, paragraphs, and sentences of the 2009 International Fire Code are hereby 
amended as follows: Standard type is text from the IFC. Underlined type is text inserted. Lined through 
type is deleted text from IFC.) A double asterisk at the beginning of a section identifies an amendment 
carried over from the 2006 edition of the code and a triple asterisk identifies a new or revised amendment 
with the 2009 code. 
 
Note: Historically NCTCOG has limited Chapter 1 amendments in order to allow each city to insert their 
local policies and procedures. We now have suggested certain items to be brought to the attention of 
cities considering adoption of the code that may be of concern to several jurisdictions. It is still intended 
to be discretionary to each city to determine which chapter 1 amendments to include. Note that 
Appendices must be specifically adopted by Ordinance.  See Sample Ordinance on Page xiii of 2009 IFC.  
Also, note that several sections of the code, as indicated in the Sample Ordinance, require jurisdictional 
specificity as to dollar amounts, geographic limits, etc. 
 

 
Explanation of Options A and B: 
Please note that as there is a wide range in fire fighting philosophies / capabilities of cities across the 
region, OPTION “A” and OPTION “B” are provided in the Fire and Building Code amendments.  
Jurisdictions should choose one or the other based on their fire fighting philosophies / capabilities 
when adopting code amendments. 
 

 
 
 
***Section 102.1; change #3 to read as follows: 
 

3.  Existing structures, facilities and conditions when required in Chapter 46 or in specific sections of 
this code.  

 
(Reason: To clarify that there are other provisions in the fire code applicable to existing buildings that are 
not located in Chapter 46, such as Section 510 Emergency Responder Radio Coverage.) 
 
 
 
**Section 102.7; change to read as follows: 
 
102.7 Referenced codes and standards.  The codes and standards referenced in this code shall be 
those that are listed in Chapter 45 47 and such codes, when specifically adopted, and standards shall be 
considered part of the requirements of this code to the prescribed extent of each such reference.  Where 
differences occur between the provisions of this code and the referenced standards, the provisions of this 
code shall apply.  Whenever amendments have been adopted to the referenced codes and standards, 
each reference to said code and standard shall be considered to reference the amendments as well. Any 
reference to NFPA 70 or the ICC Electrical Code shall mean the Electrical Code as adopted. 
 
(Reason:  To be consistent with the State of Texas, other referenced codes must be specifically adopted.) 
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***Section 105.3.3; change to read as follows: 

105.3.3 Occupancy Prohibited before Approval. The building or structure shall not be occupied prior to 
the fire code official issuing a permit when required and conducting associated inspections indicating the 
applicable provisions of this code have been met. 
 
(Reason: For clarity to allow for better understanding in areas not requiring such permits, such as 
unincorporated areas of counties. This amendment may be struck by a city.) 
 
 
 
***Section 105.7; add Section 105.7.15 to read as follows: 
 
105.7.15 Smoke control or exhaust systems.  Construction permits are required for smoke control or 
exhaust systems as specified in Section 909 and Section 910 respectively. Maintenance performed in 
accordance with this code is not considered a modification and does not require a permit. 
 
(Reason:  Section 105.7.15 adds construction permit requirements for smoke control and exhaust 
systems, which are required fire protection systems by Chapter 9 of the fire code to ensure proper design 
and installation of such systems. These changes reflect local practices of municipalities in this region.) 
 
 
 
***Section 105.7.15; add Section 105.7.16 to read as follows: 
 
105.7.16  Electronic access control systems.  Construction permits are required for the installation or 
modification of an electronic access control system, as specified in Section 503 and Section 1008.  A 
separate construction permit is required for the installation or modification of a fire alarm system that may 
be connected to the access control system. Maintenance performed in accordance with this code is not 
considered a modification and does not require a permit. 
 
(Reason:   Section 105.7.16 adds construction permit requirements for electronic access control systems 
for electric security gates and exit doors to ensure proper design and installation of such systems.  These 
changes reflect local practices of municipalities in this region.) 
 
 
 
**Section 202; add new definition of ADDRESSABLE FIRE DETECTION SYSTEM as follows: 
 
ADDRESSABLE FIRE DETECTION SYSTEM.  Any system capable of providing identification of each 
individual alarm-initiating device. The identification shall be in plain English and as descriptive as possible 
to specifically identify the location of the device in alarm. The system shall have the capability of alarm 
verification. 
 
(Reason:  To provide a definition that does not exist in the code.) 
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***Section 202; amend definition of AMBULATORY HEALTH CARE FACILITY as follows:  

[B] AMBULATORY HEALTH CARE FACILITY. Buildings or portions thereof used to provide medical, 
surgical, psychiatric, nursing, or similar care on a less than 24-hour basis to individuals who are rendered 
incapable of self-preservation. This group may include but not be limited to the following: 

 
- Dialysis centers 
 
- Sedation dentistry 
 
- Surgery centers 
 
- Colonic centers 
 
- Psychiatric centers 

 
(Reason: to clarify the range of uses included in the definition) 
 
 
 
**Section 202; add new definition of ANALOG ADDRESSABLE FIRE DETECTION SYSTEM as 
follows: 
 
ANALOG ADDRESSABLE FIRE DETECTION SYSTEM.  Any system capable of calculating a change in 
value by directly measurable quantities (voltage, resistance, etc.) at the sensing point. The physical 
analog may be conducted at the sensing point or at the main control panel. The system shall be capable 
of compensating for long-term changes in sensor response while maintaining a constant sensitivity. The 
compensation shall have a preset point at which a detector maintenance signal shall be transmitted to the 
control panel. The sensor shall remain capable of detecting and transmitting an alarm while in 
maintenance alert. 
  
(Reason:  To provide a definition that does not exist in the code.) 
 
 
 
**Section 202; change definition of ATRIUM as follows: 
 
[B] ATRIUM.  An opening connecting two three or more stories… {remaining text unchanged} 
 
(Reason: Accepted practice in the region based on legacy codes. IBC Section 1022 permits unenclosed 
two story stairways under certain circumstances.) 
 
 
 
***Section 202; amend definition of FIRE WATCH as follows: 
  
FIRE WATCH. A temporary measure intended to ensure continuous and systematic surveillance of a 
building or portion thereof by one or more qualified individuals or standby personnel when required by the 
fire code official, for the purposes of identifying and controlling fire hazards, detecting early signs of 
unwanted fire, raising an alarm of fire and notifying the fire department. 
 
(Reason: Clearly defines options to the fire department for providing a fire watch.) 
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Option A  
**Section 202; add new definition of HIGH-RISE BUILDING to read as follows: 
 
HIGH-RISE BUILDING. A building having any floors used for human occupancy located more than 
75 feet (22 860 mm) above the lowest level of fire department vehicle access. 
 

 

Option B  
**Section 202; add new definition of HIGH-RISE BUILDING to read as follows: 
 
HIGH-RISE BUILDING. A building having any floors used for human occupancy located more than 
55 feet (16 764 mm) above the lowest level of fire department vehicle access. 
 

 
(Reason:  To provide a definition that does not exist in the code.) 
 
 
 
**Section 202; add new definition of SELF-SERVICE STORAGE FACILITY as follows: 
 
SELF-SERVICE STORAGE FACILITY.  Real property designed and used for the purpose of renting or 
leasing individual storage spaces to customers for the purpose of storing and removing personal property 
on a self-service basis. 
 
(Reason:  To provide a definition that does not exist in the code.) 
 
 
 
**Section 202; add new definition of STANDBY PERSONNEL as follows: 
 
STANDBY PERSONNEL. Qualified fire service personnel, approved by the Fire Chief.  When utilized, the 
number required shall be as directed by the Fire Chief.  Charges for utilization shall be as normally 
calculated by the jurisdiction. 
 
(Reason:  To provide a definition that does not exist in the code.) 
 
 
 
**Section 307.2; change to read as follows: 
 
307.2 Permit required. A permit shall be obtained from the fire code official in accordance with Section 
105.6 prior to kindling a fire for recognized silvicultural or range or wildlife management practices, 
prevention or control of disease or pests, or open burning a bonfire. Application for such approval shall 
only be presented by and permits issued to the owner of the land upon which the fire is to be kindled. 
 
Examples of state or local law, or regulations referenced elsewhere in this section may include but not be 
limited to the following: 
 

1.  Texas Commission on Environmental Quality guidelines and/or restrictions. 
2.  State, County, or Local temporary or permanent bans on open burning. 
3.  Local written policies as established by the fire code official. 

 
(Reason: Amendments to 307.2, 307.4, 307.4.3, and 307.5 better explain current requirements and 
recognize that jurisdictions have local established policies that best fit their environments.) 
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**Section 307.4; change to read as follows: 
 
307.4 Location.  The location for open burning shall not be less than 50 300 feet (15 240 91 440 mm) 
from any structure, and provisions shall be made to prevent the fire from spreading to within 50 300 feet 
(15 240 91 440 mm) of any structure. 
 
 {exceptions unchanged} 
 
(Reason: Amendments to 307.2, 307.4, 307.4.3 and 307.5 better explain current requirements and 
recognize that jurisdictions have local established policies that best fit their environments.) 
 
 
 
***Section 307.4.3, Exceptions: change to read as follows: 
 

Exceptions: 
 
1. Portable outdoor fireplaces used at one- and two-family dwellings. 

 
2. Where buildings, balconies and decks are protected by an approved automatic sprinkler 

system. 
 

(Reason: Amendments to 307.2, 307.4, 307.4.3 and 307.5 better explain current requirements and 
recognize that jurisdictions have local established policies that best fit their environments.) 
 
 
 
**Section 307.4.4; add Section 307.4.4 to read as follows: 
 
307.4.4 Trench Burns.  Trench burns shall be conducted in air curtain trenches and in accordance with 
Section 307.2. 
 
(Reason: Amendments to 307.2, 307.4, 307.4.3 and 307.5 better explain current requirements and 
recognize that jurisdictions have local established policies that best fit their environments.) 
 
 
 
**Section 307.5; change to read as follows: 
 
307.5 Attendance. Open burning, trench burns, bonfires or recreational fires shall be constantly attended 
until the… {remainder of section unchanged} 
 
(Reason: Amendments to 307.2, 307.4, 307.4.3 and 307.5 better explain current requirements and 
recognize that jurisdictions have local established policies that best fit their environments.) 
 
 



North Central Texas 6 September 23, 2010 
2009 IFC Amendments 

 

***Section 308.1.4; change to read as follows: 
 
308.1.4 Open-flame cooking devices. Charcoal burners and other o Open-flame cooking devices, 
charcoal grills and other similar devices used for cooking shall not be operated located or used on 
combustible balconies, decks, or within 10 feet (3048 mm) of combustible construction. 

 
Exceptions: 

 
1. One- and two-family dwellings, except that LP-gas containers are limited to a water capacity not 

greater than 50 pounds (22.68 kg) [nominal 20 pound (9.08 kg) LP-gas capacity] with an 
aggregate LP-gas capacity not to exceed 100 lbs (5 containers). 

 
2. Where buildings, balconies and decks are protected by an approved automatic sprinkler system, 

except that LP-gas containers are limited to a water capacity not greater than 50 pounds (22.68 
kg) [nominal 20 pound (9.08 kg) LP-gas capacity], with an aggregate LP-gas capacity not to 
exceed 40 lbs (2 containers).  

 
3.    LP-gas cooking devices having LP-gas container with a water capacity not greater than 2 1/2 

pounds [nominal 1 pound (0.454 kg) LP-gas capacity]. 
 

(Reason: Decrease fire risk in multi-family dwellings and minimizes ignition sources and clarify allowable 
limits for 1 & 2 family dwellings, and allow an expansion for sprinklered multi-family uses. This 
amendment adds clarification and defines the container size allowed for residences.) 
 
 
 
***Section 308.1.6.2, Exception #3; change to read as follows: 
 

Exceptions: 
   

1.  LP-gas-fueled used for sweating pipe joints or removing paint in accordance with Chapter 38. 
 
2.  Cutting and welding operations in accordance with Chapter 26. 
 
3.  Torches or flame-producing devices in accordance with Section 308.4 308.1.3. 
 
4.  Candles and open-flame decorative devices in accordance with Section 308.3. 

 
(Reason:  Section identified in published code is inappropriate.) 
 
 
 
***Section 311.5; change to read as follows: 
 
311.5 Placards.  Any The fire code official is authorized to require marking of any vacant or abandoned 
buildings or structures determined to be unsafe pursuant to Section 110 of this code relating to structural 
or interior hazards, shall be marked as required by Section 311.5.1 through 311.5.5. 
 
(Reason:  There may be situations where placarding is not desired or necessary; also clarifies intent that 
it is not the fire code official’s responsibility to provide the placard.) 
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**Section 401.3; add Section 401.3.4 to read as follows: 
 
401.3.4 False Alarms and Nuisance Alarms. False alarms and nuisance alarms shall not be given, 
signaled or transmitted or caused or permitted to be given, signaled or transmitted in any manner.  
 
(Reason: Places the responsibility on the business or property owner to maintain their fire alarm systems 
in approved condition. Allows the enforcement of “prohibition of false alarms”.  Replaces text lost from the 
1997 Code.) 
 
 
 
***Section 501.4; change to read as follows: 
 
501.4 Timing of installation.  When fire apparatus access roads or a water supply for fire protection is 
required to be installed for any structure or development, they shall be installed, tested, and approved 
prior to the time of which construction has progressed beyond completion of the foundation of any 
structure. , such protection shall be installed and made serviceable prior to and during the time of 
construction except when approved alternative methods of protection are provided. Temporary street 
signs shall be installed at each street intersection when construction of new roadways allows passage by 
vehicles in accordance with Section 505.2. 
 
(Reason: Reflects current practice in the region relative to ensuring fire department and EMS  access 
during construction, which can be a time of increased frequency for emergency incidents.) 
 
 
 
**Section 503.1.1; change to read as follows: 
 
503.1.1 Buildings and facilities. Approved fire apparatus …{text unchanged}… building or facility. 
Except for one- or two-family dwellings, the path of measurement shall be along a minimum of a ten feet 
(10’) wide unobstructed pathway around the external walls of the structure. 
 

{exception unchanged} 

 
(Reason: Recognizes that the hose lay provision can only be measured along a pathway that is wide 
enough for fire fighter access.) 
 
 
 
**Section 503.2.1; change to read as follows: 
 
503.2.1 Dimensions.  Fire apparatus access roads shall have an unobstructed width of not less than 20 
24 feet (6096 mm 7315mm), exclusive of shoulders, except for approved security gates in accordance 
with Section 503.6, and an unobstructed vertical clearance of not less than 13 feet 6 inches (4115 mm) 
14 feet (4267 mm). 
 

Exception: Vertical clearance may be reduced; provided such reduction does not impair access by 
fire apparatus and approved signs are installed and maintained indicating the established vertical 
clearance when approved. 

 
(Reason: Amendments to 503.2.1 and 503.2.2 recognize that the equipment now used in fire fighting is 
increasing in size.  The code already recognizes that larger dimensions may be required under Section 
503.2.2.  The amendments are to standardize the dimensions for this area.  With the increase in fire 
apparatus size, this will allow for the passage of two fire apparatus during a fire or EMS emergency.) 
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**Section 503.2.2; change to read as follows: 
 
503.2.2 Authority.  The fire code official shall have the authority to require an increase in the minimum 
access widths and vertical clearances where they are inadequate for fire or rescue operations. 
 
(Reason: Amendments to 503.2.1 and 503.2.2 recognize that the equipment now used in fire fighting is 
increasing in size.  The code already recognizes that larger dimensions may be required under Section 
503.2.2.  The amendments are to standardize the dimensions for this area.  With the increase in fire 
apparatus size, this will allow for the passage of two fire apparatus during a fire or EMS emergency.) 
 
 
 
**Section 503.3; change to read as follows: 
 
503.3 Marking.  When approved by the fire code official, approved signs or other approved notices or 
markings that include the words NO PARKING – FIRE LANE Striping, signs, or other markings, when 
approved by the fire code official, shall be provided for fire apparatus access roads to identify such roads 
or prohibit the obstruction thereof.  The means by which fire lanes are designated Striping, signs and 
other markings shall be maintained in a clean and legible condition at all times and be replaced or 
repaired when necessary to provide adequate visibility. 
 

(1) Striping – Fire apparatus access roads shall be continuously marked by painted lines of red traffic 
paint six inches (6”) in width to show the boundaries of the lane.  The words “NO PARKING FIRE 
LANE” or "FIRE LANE NO PARKING” shall appear in four inch (4”) white letters at 25 feet intervals on 
the red border markings along both sides of the fire lanes.  Where a curb is available, the striping 
shall be on the vertical face of the curb. 

 
(2) Signs – Signs shall read “NO PARKING FIRE LANE” or "FIRE LANE NO PARKING” and shall be 
12” wide and 18” high.  Signs shall be painted on a white background with letters and borders in red, 
using not less than 2” lettering.  Signs shall be permanently affixed to a stationary post and the 
bottom of the sign shall be six feet, six inches (6’6”) above finished grade.  Signs shall be spaced not 
more than fifty feet (50’) apart along both sides of the fire lane.  Signs may be installed on permanent 
buildings or walls or as approved by the Fire Chief. 

 
(Reason: Establishes a standard method of marking.) 
 
 
 
**Section 503.4; change to read as follows: 
 
503.4 Obstruction of fire apparatus access roads.  Fire apparatus access roads shall not be 
obstructed in any manner, including the parking of vehicles.  The minimum widths and clearances 
established in Section 503.2.1 and any area marked as a fire lane as described in Section 503.3 shall be 
maintained at all times. 
 
(Reason:  As originally worded, it implied that vehicles could be parked in the marked fire lane and not be 
in violation if the minimum width is still maintained.  Current accepted enforcement practice is to require 
the entire marked fire lane to be maintained clear and unobstructed.) 
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**Section 505.1; change to read as follows: 
 
505.1 Address identification. New and existing buildings shall have approved address numbers, 
building numbers or approved building identification placed in a position that is plainly legible and visible 
from the street or road fronting the property. These numbers shall contrast with their background. 
Address numbers shall be Arabic numbers or alphabetical letters. Numbers shall be a minimum of 4 
inches (101.6 mm) high with a minimum stroke width of 0.5 inch (12.7 mm). 
Approved numerals of a minimum 6” height and of a color contrasting with the background designating 
the address shall be placed on all new and existing buildings or structures in a position as to be plainly 
visible and legible from the street or road fronting the property and from all rear alleyways / access.  
 
Where buildings do not immediately front a street, approved 6 inch height building numerals or addresses 
and 3-inch height suite / apartment numerals of a color contrasting with the background of the building 
shall be placed on all new and existing buildings or structures. Numerals or addresses shall be posted on 
a minimum 20 inch by 30 inch background on border.  
 
Address numbers shall be Arabic numerals or alphabet letters. The minimum stroke width shall be 0.5 
inches.  
 
Where access is by means of a private road and the building cannot be viewed from the public way, a 
monument, pole or other sign or means shall be used to identify the structure. 
 

Exception: R-3 Single Family occupancies shall have approved numerals of a minimum 3 ½ 
inches in height and a color contrasting with the background clearly visible and legible from the 
street fronting the property and rear alleyway where such alleyway exists.  

 
(Reason: To increase the minimum addressing requirements for commercial and establish a minimum for 
single-family residential.) 
 
 
 
***Section 507.4; change to read as follows: 
 
507.4 Water supply test date and information.  The water supply test used for hydraulic calculation of 
fire protection systems shall be conducted in accordance with NFPA 291 “Recommended Practice for Fire 
Flow Testing and Marking of Hydrants” and within one year of sprinkler plan submittal. The fire code 
official shall be notified prior to the water supply test.  Water supply tests shall be witnessed by the fire 
code official, as required or approved documentation of the test shall be provided to the fire code official 
prior to final approval of the water supply system. The exact location of the static/residual hydrant and the 
flow hydrant shall be indicated on the design drawings. All fire protection plan submittals shall be 
accompanied by a hard copy of the waterflow test report, or as approved by the fire code official. The 
report must indicate the dominant water tank level at the time of the test and the maximum and minimum 
operating levels of the tank, as well, or identify applicable water supply fluctuation.  The licensed 
contractor must then design the fire protection system based on this fluctuation information, as per the 
applicable referenced NFPA standard.   
 
(Reason: Clarifies intent of the test to ensure contractor accounts for water supply fluctuations.) 
 
 
 
***Section 507.5.4; change to read as follows: 
 
507.5.4 Obstruction. Unobstructed access to fire hydrants shall be maintained at all times. Posts, 
fences, vehicles, growth, trash, storage and other materials or objects shall not be placed or kept near fire 
hydrants, fire department inlet connections or fire protection system control valves in a manner that would 
prevent such equipment or fire hydrants from being immediately discernible. The fire department shall not 
be deterred or hindered from gaining immediate access to fire protection equipment or fire hydrants. 
 
(Reason: Maintains wording from 2006 Code to ensure these critical devices are available in an 
emergency incident.) 
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***Section 509.1.1; add new Section 509.1.1 to read as follows: 
 
509.1.1 Sign Requirements.  Unless more stringent requirements apply, lettering for signs required by 
this section shall have a minimum height of two (2) inches when located inside a building and four (4) 
inches when located outside, or as approved by the fire code official.  The letters shall be of a color that 
contrasts with the background. 
 
(Reason: Provides direction as to appropriate sign criteria to develop consistency in this regard.) 
 
 
 
***Section 603.3.2.1, Exception; change exception to read as follows: 
 
Exception:  The aggregate capacity limit shall be permitted to be increased to 3,000 gallons (11,356 L) in 
accordance with all requirements of Section 3404.2.9.5.1 and Chapter 34. of Class II or III liquid for 
storage in protected above-ground tanks... {Delete remainder of Exception} 
 
(Reason: Section 3404.2.9.5.1 is included in this amendment package.) 
 
 
 
***Section 603.3.2.2; change to read as follows: 
 
603.3.2.2 Restricted use and connection.  Tanks installed in accordance with Section 603.3.2 shall be 
used only to supply fuel oil to fuel-burning or generator equipment installed in accordance with Section 
603.3.2.4.  Connections between tanks and equipment supplied by such tanks shall be made using 
closed piping systems. 
 
(Reason: Relocate the exception to Chapter 34 for applicability to generator sets, due to contradictory 
charging statement in 603.1 to not apply to internal combustion engines.  Further, such large quantities of 
combustible liquid are more thoroughly addressed in Chapter 34 relative to such tanks.) 

 
 
 
***Section 704.1; change to read as follows: 
 
704.1 Enclosure.  Interior vertical shafts, including but not limited to stairways, elevator hoistways, 
service and utility shafts, that connect two or more stories of a building shall be enclosed or protected in 
accordance with the codes in effect at the time of construction but, regardless of when constructed, not 
less than as required in Chapter 46. New floor openings in existing buildings shall comply with the 
International Building Code.  
 
(Reason: Provides standard minimum protection retroactively, but clarifies that this section is not to be 
used to reduce higher protection levels that were required when originally constructed.) 
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***Section 807.4.3.2; change to read as follows: 
 
807.4.3.2 Artwork. Artwork and teaching materials shall be limited on the walls of corridors to not more 
than 20 percent of the wall area and on the walls of classrooms to not more than 50 percent of each wall 
area. Such materials shall not be continuous from floor to ceiling or wall to wall. 
 
  Curtains, draperies, wall hangings and other decorative material suspended from the walls or ceilings 
shall meet the flame propagation performance criteria of NFPA 701 in accordance with Section 807 or be 
noncombustible. 
 

Exception:  Corridors protected by an approved automatic sprinkler system installed in accordance 
with Section 903.3.1.1 shall be limited to 50 percent of the wall area. 

 
(Reason: Consistent with regional practice. This change allows an increase in wall coverage due to the 
presence of sprinklers. Also provides additional guidance relative to acceptable amounts of artwork in 
classrooms.) 
 
 
 
***Section 807.4.4.2; change to read as follows: 
 
807.4.4.2 Artwork. Artwork and teaching materials shall be limited on the walls of corridors to not more 
than 20 percent of the wall area and on the walls of classrooms to not more than 50 percent of each wall 
area. Such materials shall not be continuous from floor to ceiling or wall to wall. 
 
  Curtains, draperies, wall hangings and other decorative material suspended from the walls or ceilings 
shall meet the flame propagation performance criteria of NFPA 701 in accordance with Section 807 or be 
noncombustible. 
 

Exception:  Corridors protected by an approved automatic sprinkler system installed in accordance 
with Section 903.3.1.1 shall be limited to 50 percent of the wall area. 

 
(Reason: Consistent with regional practice. This change allows an increase in wall coverage due to the 
presence of sprinklers. Also provides additional guidance relative to acceptable amounts of artwork in 
classrooms.) 
 
 
 
***Section 901.6.1; add Section 901.6.1.1 to read as follows: 
 
901.6.1.1 Standpipe Testing.  Building owners/managers must maintain and test standpipe systems as 
per NFPA 25 requirements. The following additional requirements shall be applied to the testing that is 
required every 5 years:   

 
1. The piping between the Fire Department Connection (FDC) and the standpipe shall be 

hydrostatically tested for all FDC’s on any type of standpipe system. Hydrostatic testing shall also 
be conducted in accordance with NFPA 25 requirements for the different types of standpipe 
systems. 
 

2. For any manual (dry or wet) standpipe system not having an automatic water supply capable of 
flowing water through the standpipe, the tester shall connect hose from a fire hydrant or portable 
pumping system (as approved by the fire code official) to each FDC, and flow water through the 
standpipe system to the roof outlet to verify that each inlet connection functions properly. Confirm 
that there are no open hose valves prior to introducing water into a dry standpipe. There is no 
required pressure criteria at the outlet.  Verify that check valves function properly and that there are 
no closed control valves on the system. 
 

3. Any pressure relief, reducing, or control valves shall be tested in accordance with the requirements 
of NFPA 25. All hose valves shall be exercised. 
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4. If the FDC is not already provided with approved caps, the contractor shall install such caps for all 
FDC’s as required by the fire code official. 
 

5. Upon successful completion of standpipe test, place a blue tag (as per Texas Administrative Code, 
Fire Sprinkler Rules for Inspection, Test and Maintenance Service (ITM) Tag) at the bottom of 
each standpipe riser in the building.  The tag shall be check-marked as “Fifth Year” for Type of ITM, 
and the note on the back of the tag shall read “5 Year Standpipe Test” at a minimum. 
 

6. The procedures required by Texas Administrative Code Fire Sprinkler Rules with regard to Yellow 
Tags and Red Tags or any deficiencies noted during the testing, including the required 
notification of the local Authority Having Jurisdiction (fire code official) shall be followed.   
 

7. Additionally, records of the testing shall be maintained by the owner and contractor, if applicable, 
as required by the State Rules mentioned above and NFPA 25. 

 
8. Standpipe system tests where water will be flowed external to the building shall not be conducted 

during freezing conditions or during the day prior to expected night time freezing conditions.   
 

9. Contact the fire code official for requests to remove existing fire hose from Class II and III standpipe 
systems where employees are not trained in the utilization of this firefighting equipment.  All 
standpipe hose valves must remain in place and be provided with an approved cap and chain when 
approval is given to remove hose by the fire code official. 

 
(Reason: Increases the reliability of the fire protection system and re-emphasizes the requirements of 
NFPA 25 relative to standpipe systems, as well as ensuring that FDC connections are similarly 
tested/maintained to ensure operation in an emergency incident.) 
 
 
 
**Section 901.7; change to read as follows: 
 
901.7 Systems out of service.  Where a required fire protection system is out of service or in the event 
of an excessive number of activations, the fire department and the fire code official shall be notified 
immediately and, where required by the fire code official, the building shall either be evacuated or an 
approved fire watch shall be provided for all occupants left unprotected by the shut down until the fire 
protection system has been returned to service. …{remaining text unchanged} 
  
(Reason: Gives fire code official more discretion.  Requires adoption of definition amendment in Section 
202 for fire watch.) 
 
 
 
***Section 901.10; add Section 901.10 to read as follows: 
 
901.10 Discontinuation or change of service. Notice shall be made to the fire code official whenever 
contracted alarm services for monitoring of any fire alarm system is terminated for any reason, or a 
change in alarm monitoring provider occurs. Notice shall be made in writing to the fire code official by the 
building owner and alarm service provider prior to the service being terminated. 
 
(Reason: To ensure the property’s monitored fire alarm system is maintained for proper notification of 
emergency response in the event of an emergency incident.) 
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**Section 903.1.1; change to read as follows: 
 
903.1.1 Alternative protection. Alternative automatic fire-extinguishing systems complying with Section 
904 shall be permitted in lieu of addition to automatic sprinkler protection where recognized by the 
applicable standard and, or as approved by the fire code official. 
 
(Reason: Such alternative systems do not provide the reliability of automatic sprinkler protection in 
general.  An applicant could pursue an Alternate Method request to help mitigate the reliability issues with 
these alternative systems with the fire code official if so desired.  This also meets with local practices in 
the region.) 
 
 
 
***Section 903.2; add the following:  
 
903.2 Where required. Approved automatic sprinkler systems in new buildings and structures shall be 
provided in the locations described in Sections 903.2.1 through 903.2.12.  Automatic Sprinklers shall not 
be installed in elevator machine rooms, elevator machine spaces, and elevator hoistways. Storage shall 
not be allowed within the elevator machine room. Signage shall be provided at the entry doors to the 
elevator machine room indicating “ELEVATOR MACHINERY – NO STORAGE ALLOWED.”  
 
(Reason:  Firefighter safety. This amendment eliminates the shunt trip requirement of the International 
Building Code Section 3006.5 for the purpose of elevator passenger and firefighter safety. This 
amendment is contingent on the Building Code amendment eliminating the Exceptions to Section 3006.4, 
such that passive fire barriers for these areas are maintained. This also meets with local practices in the 
region.) 
 
 
 
***Section 903.2; delete the exception. 
 
(Reason: The exception deletion is due to the fact that such telecom areas pose an undue fire risk to the 
structural integrity of the building. This also meets with local practices in the region.) 

 
 
 
**Section 903.2.9; add Section 903.2.9.3 to read as follows: 
 
903.2.9.3 Self-service storage facility.  An automatic sprinkler system shall be installed throughout all 
self-service storage facilities. 
 

Exception: One-story self-service storage facilities that have no interior corridors, with a one-hour fire 
barrier separation wall installed between every storage compartment. 

 
(Reason: Fire departments are unable to inspect these commercial occupancies and are unaware of the 
contents being stored.) 
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Option A 
 

**Section 903.2.11; amend 903.2.11.3 and add 903.2.11.7, and 903.2.11.8, as follows: 
 
903.2.11.3 Buildings 55 feet or more in height.  An automatic sprinkler system shall be installed 
throughout buildings with a floor level, other than penthouses in compliance with Section 1509 of the 
International Building Code, having an occupant load of 30 or more that is located 55 feet (16 764 
mm) or more above the lowest level of fire department vehicle access. 
 
 Exceptions: 
 

1.  Airport control towers.  
 
 2.  Open parking structures in compliance with Section 406.3 of the Building Code. 
 
 3.  Occupancies in Group F-2. 

 
903.2.11.7 High-Piled Combustible Storage.  For any building with a clear height exceeding 12 feet 
(4572 mm), see Chapter 23 to determine if those provisions apply. 
 
903.2.11.8  Spray Booths and Rooms.  New and existing spray booths and spraying rooms shall be 
protected by an approved automatic fire-extinguishing system. 
 

 

Option B  
 
**Section 903.2.11; amend 903.2.11.3 and add 903.2.11.7, 903.2.11.8, and 903.2.11.9 as follows: 
 
903.2.11.3 Buildings 35 feet or more in height.  An automatic sprinkler system shall be installed 
throughout buildings with a floor level, other than penthouses in compliance with Section 1509 of the 
International Building Code, having an occupant load of 30 or more that is located 55 35 feet (16 764 
10 668mm) or more above the lowest level of fire department vehicle access. 
 
 Exceptions: 
 
  1.  Airport control towers.  
 
  2.  Open parking structures in compliance with Section 406.3 of the International Building Code. 
 
  3.  Occupancies in Group F-2.   
 
903.2.11.7 High-Piled Combustible Storage.  For any building with a clear height exceeding 12 feet 
(4572 mm), see Chapter 23 to determine if those provisions apply. 
 
903.2.11.8  Spray Booths and Rooms.  New and existing spray booths and spraying rooms shall be 
protected by an approved automatic fire-extinguishing system. 
 
903.2.11.9  Buildings Over 6,000 sq.ft.  An automatic sprinkler system shall be installed throughout 
all buildings with a building area over 6,000 sq.ft.  For the purpose of this provision, fire walls shall not 
define separate buildings. 
 
 Exception:  Open parking garages in compliance with Section 406.3 of the International Building 

Code. 

 

 
(Reason: Reflects regional practices.) 
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***Section 903.3.1.1.1; change to read as follows: 
 
903.3.1.1.1 Exempt locations.  When approved by the fire code official, automatic sprinklers shall not be 
required in the following rooms or areas where such ...{text unchanged}… because it is damp, of fire-
resistance-rated construction or contains electrical equipment. 
 

1. Any room where the application of water, or flame and water, constitutes a serious life or fire 
hazard. 

2. Any room or space where sprinklers are considered undesirable because of the nature of the 
contents, when approved by the code official. 

3. Generator and transformer rooms, under the direct control of a public utility, separated from the 
remainder of the building by walls and floor/ceiling or roof/ceiling assemblies having a fire-
resistance rating of not less than 2 hours. 

4. In rooms or areas that are of noncombustible construction with wholly noncombustible contents. 
5. Fire service access Elevator machine rooms, machinery spaces, and hoistways.  

 
(Reason: Gives more direction to code official. Exception 4 deleted to provide protection where fire risks 
are poorly addressed.  Amendment 903.2 addresses Exception 5 above.) 

 
 
 
***Section 903.3.1.3; add the following: 
 
903.3.1.3 NFPA 13D sprinkler systems. Where allowed, automatic sprinkler systems installed in one- 
and two-family dwellings and townhouses shall be installed throughout in accordance with NFPA 13D or 
in accordance with state law. 
 
(Reason: To allow the use of the Plumbing section of the IRC and recognize current state stipulations in 
this regard.) 
 
 
 
**Section 903.3.5; add a second paragraph to read as follows: 
 
  Water supply as required for such systems shall be provided in conformance with the supply 
requirements of the respective standards; however, every fire protection system shall be designed with a 
10 psi safety factor. 
 
(Reason: To define uniform safety factor.) 
 
 
 
**Section 903.4; add a second paragraph after the exceptions to read as follows: 
 
  Sprinkler and standpipe system water-flow detectors shall be provided for each floor tap to the sprinkler 
system and shall cause an alarm upon detection of water flow for more than 45 seconds.  All control 
valves in the sprinkler and standpipe systems except for fire department hose connection valves shall be 
electrically supervised to initiate a supervisory signal at the central station upon tampering. 
 
(Reason: To avoid significant water losses.  Consistent with amendment to IFC 905.9.) 
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**Section 903.4.2; add second paragraph to read as follows: 
 
  The alarm device required on the exterior of the building shall be a weatherproof horn/strobe notification 
appliance with a minimum 75 candela strobe rating, installed as close as practicable to the fire 
department connection.   
 
(Reason: Fire department connections are not always located at the riser; this allows the fire department 
faster access.) 
 
 
 
**Section 903.6; add Section 903.6.3 to read as follows: 
 
903.6.3 Spray booths and rooms.  New and existing spray booths and spray rooms shall be protected 
by an approved automatic fire-extinguishing system in accordance with Section 1504. 
 
(Reason: Consistent with amendment to IFC 1504.) 
 
 
 
**Section 905.2; change to read as follows: 
 
905.2 Installation standard. Standpipe systems shall be installed in accordance with this section and 
NFPA 14.  Manual dry standpipe systems shall be supervised with a minimum of 10 psig and a maximum 
of 40 psig air pressure with a high/low alarm. 
 
(Reason: To define manual dry standpipe supervision requirements.) 
 
 
 
**Section 905.3; add Section 905.3.8 and exception to read as follows: 
 
905.3.8 Building area. In buildings exceeding 10,000 square feet in area per story, Class I automatic wet 
or manual wet standpipes shall be provided where any portion of the building’s interior area is more than 
200 feet (60960 mm) of travel, vertically and horizontally, from the nearest point of fire department vehicle 
access. 
 

Exception: Automatic dry and semi-automatic dry standpipes are allowed as provided for in NFPA 
14. 

 
(Reason: Allows for the rapid deployment of hoselines to the body of the fire.) 
 
 
 
***Section 905.4, item 5; change to read as follows: 
 
5.   Where the roof has a slope less than four units vertical in 12 units horizontal (33.3-percent slope), 

each standpipe shall be provided with a two-way hose connection located either …{remainder of text 
unchanged}. 

 
 (Reason: Reduced the amount of pressure required to facilitate testing, and provides backup protection 
for fire fighter safety.) 
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***Section 905.4; add the following item 7: 
 
7.  When required by this Chapter, standpipe connections shall be placed adjacent to all required exits to 
the structure and at two hundred feet (200’) intervals along major corridors thereafter.    
 
(Reason: Allows for the rapid deployment of hoselines to the body of the fire.) 
 
 
 
**Section 905.9; add a second paragraph after the exceptions to read as follows: 
 
  Sprinkler and standpipe system water-flow detectors shall be provided for each floor tap to the sprinkler 
system and shall cause an alarm upon detection of water flow for more than 45 seconds.  All control 
valves in the sprinkler and standpipe systems except for fire department hose connection valves shall be 
electrically supervised to initiate a supervisory signal at the central station upon tampering. 
 
(Reason: To avoid significant water losses.  Consistent with amendment to IFC 903.4.) 
 
 
 
***Section 906.1 {Where required}; change Exception to Item 1 as follows: 
 

Exception: In new and existing Group A, B and E occupancies equipped throughout with quick 
response sprinklers, portable fire extinguishers shall be required only in locations specified in Items 2 
through 6.  In R-2 occupancies, portable fire extinguishers shall be required only in locations specified 
in Items 2. through 6. where each dwelling unit is provided with a portable fire extinguisher having a 
minimum rating of 1-A:10-B:C. 

 
(Reason: Removing exception reflects regional practice and matches upcoming 2012 edition of IFC.  R-2 
provision addresses the growing issue of theft and vandalism of such devices in that environment and 
matches upcoming 2012 edition of IFC.) 
 
 
 
***Section 907.1; add Section 907.1.4 to read as follows: 
 
907.1.4  Design standards.  All alarm systems new or replacement shall be addressable.  Alarm 
systems serving more than 20 smoke detectors shall be analog addressable. 
 

 Exception:  Existing systems need not comply unless the total building remodel or expansion 
initiated after the effective date of this code, as adopted, exceeds 30% of the building.  When 
cumulative building remodel or expansion exceeds 50% of the building must comply within 18 months 
of permit application. 

 
(Reason: Consistent with local practice and emerging technology. Reduces need for panel replacement in 
the future.) 
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***Section 907.2.1; change to read as follows: 
 
907.2.1 Group A.  A manual fire alarm system that activates the occupant notification system in 
accordance with new Section 907.6 shall be installed in Group A occupancies having an occupant load of 
300 or more persons or more than 100 persons above or below the lowest level of exit discharge.  
Portions of Group E occupancies occupied for assembly purposes shall be provided with a fire alarm 
system as required for the Group E occupancy. Activation of fire alarm notification appliances shall: 
 

1.  Cause illumination of the means of egress with light of not less than 1 foot-candle (11 lux) at the 
walking surface level, and 
 

2.  Stop any conflicting or confusing sounds and visual distractions. 
 
(Reason: Increases the requirement to be consistent with Group B requirement. Also addresses issue 
found in Group A occupancies of reduced lighting levels and other A/V equipment that distracts from fire 
alarm notification devices.  Also reflects regional practice.) 
 
 

 
**Section 907.2.3; change to read as follows: 
 
907.2.3 Group E.  A manual fire alarm system that activates the occupant notification system in 
accordance with Section 907.6 shall be installed in Group E educational occupancies.  When automatic 
sprinkler systems or smoke detectors are installed, such systems or detectors shall be connected to the 
building fire alarm system.  An approved smoke detection system shall be installed in Group E day care 
occupancies.  Unless separated by a minimum of 100' open space, all buildings, whether portable 
buildings or the main building, will be considered one building for alarm occupant load consideration and 
interconnection of alarm systems. 
 
(Reason: To distinguish educational from day care occupancy minimum protection requirements.  Further, 
to define threshold at which portable buildings are considered a separate building for the purposes of 
alarm systems.) 
 
 
 
***Section 907.2.3; change exception 1 and add exception 1.1 to read as follows: 
 

Exceptions: 
 

1. A manual fire alarm system is not required in Group E educational and day care occupancies 
with an occupant load of less than 50 when provided with an approved automatic sprinkler 
system. 

 
1.1.  Residential In-Home day care with not more than 12 children may use interconnected 

single station detectors in all habitable rooms. (For care of more than five children 2 1/2 
or less years of age, see Section 907.2.6.)  

 
(Reason: Consistent with Texas State laws concerning day care facility requirements.) 
 
 
 

Option A 
**Section 907.2.13 {No change required} 
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Option B  
**Section 907.2.13; change to read as follows: 
 
907.2.13 High-rise buildings.  Buildings with a floor used for human occupancy located more than 
75 55 feet (22 860 16 764 mm) above the lowest level of fire department vehicle access shall be 
provided with an automatic smoke detection system in accordance with Section 907.2.13.1, a fire 
department communication system in accordance with Section 907.2.13.2 and an emergency 
voice/alarm communication system in accordance with Section 907.6.2.2. 
 

  
(Reason: To correct definition of high-rise for Option B jurisdictions.) 
 
 
 
**Section 907.2.13, Exception 3; change to read as follows: 
 
3. Buildings with an occupancy in Group A-5 in accordance with Section 303.1 of the International 

Building Code, when used for open air seating; however, this exception does not apply to accessory 
uses including but not limited to sky boxes, restaurants and similarly enclosed areas. 

 
(Reason: To indicate that enclosed areas within open air seating type occupancies are not exempted 
from automatic fire alarm system requirements.) 
 
 
 
**Section 907.5.2; add Section 907.5.2.6 to read as follows: 
 
907.5.2.6 Type. Manual alarm initiating devices shall be an approved double action type. 
 
(Reason: Helps to reduce false alarms. Consistent with regional requirements. {IBC Section 907.4.2.6 - 
Regional Amendment}) 
 
 
 
**Section 907.7.1; add Section 907.7.1.1 to read as follows: 
 
907.7.1.1 Installation.  All fire alarm systems shall be installed in such a manner that a failure of any 
single initiating device or single open in an initiating circuit conductor will not interfere with the normal 
operation of other such devices.  All initiating circuit conductors shall be Class “A” wired with a minimum 
of six feet separation between supply and return circuit conductors.  IDC – Class “A” Style D; SLC - Class 
“A” Style 6; NAC - Class “B” Style Y.  The IDC from an addressable device used to monitor the status of a 
suppression system may be wired Class B, Style B provided the distance from the addressable device is 
within 10-feet of the suppression system device. 
 
(Reason: To provide uniformity in system specifications and guidance to design engineers. Improves 
reliability of fire alarm devices and systems.) 
 
 
 
***Section 907.7.5; add Section 907.7.5.2 to read as follows: 
 
907.7.5.2 Communication requirements. All alarm systems, new or replacement, shall transmit alarm, 
supervisory and trouble signals descriptively to the approved central station, remote supervisory station or 
proprietary supervising station as defined in NFPA 72, with the correct device designation and location of 
addressable device identification. Alarms shall not be permitted to be transmitted as a General Alarm or 
Zone condition. 
 
(Reason: To assist responding personnel in locating the emergency event.) 
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**Section 910.1; change Exception 2 to read as follows: 
 

 2.  Where areas of buildings are equipped with early suppression fast-response (ESFR) sprinklers, 
automatic only manual smoke and heat vents shall not be required within these areas. Automatic 
smoke and heat vents are prohibited. 

 
(Reason: Allows the fire department to control the smoke and heat during and after a fire event.) 
 
 
 
***Section 910.2; add subsections 910.2.3 with exceptions and 910.2.4 to read as follows: 
 
910.2.3 Group H. Buildings and portions thereof used as a Group H occupancy as follows:  
 

1.  In occupancies classified as Group H-2 or H-3, any of which are more than 15,000 square feet 
(1394 m

2
) in single floor area. 

 
Exception: Buildings of noncombustible construction containing only noncombustible materials. 

 
2.  In areas of buildings in Group H used for storing Class 2, 3, and 4 liquid and solid oxidizers, Class 

1 and unclassified detonable organic peroxides, Class 3 and 4 unstable (reactive) materials, or 
Class 2 or 3 water-reactive materials as required for a high-hazard commodity classification.  

 
Exception: Buildings of noncombustible construction containing only noncombustible materials. 

 
910.2.4 Exit access travel distance increase. Buildings and portions thereof used as a Group F-1 or S-
1 occupancy where the maximum exit access travel distance is increased in accordance with Section 
1016.3. 
 
(Reason: Maintain the current level of protection as outlined in the 2003 IFC.) 
 
 
 
**Table 910.3; Change the title of the first row of the table from “Group F-1 and S-1” to include 
“Group H” and to read as follows: 
 
Group H, F-1 and S-1 
 
(Reason: Consistency with the amendment 910.2.4 to include Group H.) 
 
 
 
**Section 910.3.2.2; add second paragraph to read as follows: 
 
  The automatic operating mechanism of the smoke and heat vents shall operate at a temperature rating 
at least 100 degrees F (approximately 38 degrees Celsius) greater than the temperature rating of the 
sprinklers installed. 
 
(Reason:  Specifies a temperature range at which smoke and heat vents should activate in sprinklered 
buildings to ensure that the sprinkler system has an opportunity to activate and control the fire prior to 
vent operation.) 
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***Section 912.2; add Section 912.2.3 to read as follows: 
 
912.2.3 Hydrant distance. An approved fire hydrant shall be located within 100 feet of the fire 
department connection as the fire hose lays. 
 
(Reason:  Consistent with regional practices.) 
 
 
 
**Section 913.1; add second paragraph and exception to read as follows: 
 
  When located on the ground level at an exterior wall, the fire pump room shall be provided with an 
exterior fire department access door that is not less than 3 ft. in width and 6 ft. – 8 in. in height, regardless 
of any interior doors that are provided.  A key box shall be provided at this door, as required by Section 
506.1. 
 

Exception:  When it is necessary to locate the fire pump room on other levels or not at an exterior 
wall, the corridor leading to the fire pump room access from the exterior of the building shall be 
provided with equivalent fire resistance as that required for the pump room, or as approved by the fire 
code official.  Access keys shall be provided in the key box as required by Section 506.1. 

 
(Reason:  This requirement allows fire fighters safer access to the fire pump room.  The requirement 
allows access without being required to enter the building and locate the fire pump room interior access 
door during a fire event. The exception recognizes that this will not always be a feasible design scenario 
for some buildings, and as such, provides an acceptable alternative to protect the pathway to the fire 
pump room.) 
 
 
 
**Section 1004.1.1; delete exception: 
 
1004.1.1 Areas without fixed seating. The number of occupants shall be computed at the rate of one 
occupant per unit of area as prescribed in Table 1004.1.1. For areas without fixed seating, the occupant 
load shall not be less than that number determined by dividing the floor area under consideration by the 
occupant per unit of area factor assigned to the occupancy as set forth in Table 1004.1.1. Where an 
intended use is not listed in Table 1004.1.1, the building official shall establish a use based on a listed 
use that most nearly resembles the intended use. 
 

Exception: Where approved by the building official, the actual number of occupants for whom each 
occupied space, floor or building is designed, although less than those determined by calculation, 
shall be permitted to be used in the determination of the design occupant load. 

  
(Reason: Authority having jurisdiction (AHJ) already has this authority. Technical substantiation is 
required to support deviation from table values.) 
 
 
 
***Section 1007.1; add the following exception 4: 
 
4.   Buildings regulated under State Law and built in accordance with State registered plans, including any 

variances or waivers granted by the State, shall be deemed to be in compliance with the 
requirements of Section 1007. 

 
(Reason: To accommodate buildings regulated under Texas State Law and to be consistent with 
amendments to Chapter 11.) 
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***Section 1008.1.9.3; Locks and Latches; add condition to the section as follows: 

1008.1.9.3, Locks and latches. Locks and latches shall be permitted to prevent operation of doors where 
any of the following exists: 
 

1. …{text of conditions 1 through 3 unchanged}… 
 

3.1. Where egress doors are used in pairs and positive latching is required, approved automatic 
flush bolts shall be permitted to be used, provided that both leaves achieve positive latching 
regardless of the closing sequence and the door leaf having the automatic flush bolts has no 
doorknobs or surface mounted hardware. 

 
4. …{text of conditions 4 and 5 unchanged}… 

 
(Reason: To ensure positive latching.) 
 
 
 
***Section 1008.1.9.4; amend exceptions 3 and 4 as follows: 
 

Exceptions: …{Text of Exceptions 1 and 2 unchanged}… 
 
3. Where a pair of doors serves an occupant load of less than 50 persons in a Group B, F, M or 

S occupancy, [remaining text unchanged] 
 

4. Where a pair of doors serves a Group B, F, M or S occupancy, …{remaining text 
unchanged}… 
 

5. …{text unchanged}… 
 

(Reason: reflects regional practice.) 
 
 

 
***Section 1008.1.9.8; change to read as follows: 
 
1008.1.9.8.  Electromagnetically locked egress doors. Doors in the means of egress that are not 
otherwise required to have panic hardware in buildings with an occupancy in Group A, B, E, I-1, I-2, M, R-
1 or R-2 and doors to tenant spaces in Group A, B, E, I-1, I-2, M, R-1 or R-2 shall be permitted to be 
electromagnetically locked if equipped with listed hardware that incorporates a built-in switch and meet 
the requirements below: …{remaining text unchanged}… 
 
(Reason: It is common regional practice to permit such locks due to the presence of trained staff.) 
 
 
 
***Section 1015; add new section 1015.7 to read as follows: 
 
1015.7  Electrical Rooms. For electrical rooms, special existing requirements may apply. Reference the 
electrical code as adopted. 
 
(Reason: Reference necessary for coordination.) 
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***Section 1016; add Section 1016.3 to read as follows: 

1016.3 Roof vent increase. In buildings that are one story in height, equipped with automatic heat and 
smoke roof vents complying with Section 910 and equipped throughout with an automatic sprinkler 
system in accordance with Section 903.3.1.1, the maximum exit access travel distance shall be 400 feet 
(122 m) for occupancies in Group F-1 or S-1.  
 
(Reason:  Maintain the current level of protection as outlined in the 2006 IFC.) 
 
 
 
**Section 1018.1; add Exception 5 to read as follows: 
 

5.   In Group B office buildings, corridor walls and ceilings need not be of fire-resistive construction 
within office spaces of a single tenant when the space is equipped with an approved automatic 
fire alarm system with corridor smoke detection.  The actuation of any detector shall activate 
alarms audible in all areas served by the corridor.  The smoke-detection system shall be 
connected to the building’s fire alarm system where such a system is provided. 

 
(Reason: Consistent with regional amendment to IBC 1018.1.) 
 
 
 
***Section 1018.6; amend to read as follows: 
 
1018.6, Corridor continuity. Fire-Resistance-Rated All corridors shall be continuous from the point of 
entry to an exit, and shall not be interrupted by intervening rooms.  

 
…{Exception unchanged}… 

 
(Reason: Once in corridor, corridor should not be interrupted or discontinuous.) 
 
 
 
***Section 1022.1; add exceptions 8 and 9 to read as follows: 
 

8.    In other than occupancy Groups H and I, a maximum of 50 percent of egress stairways serving 
one adjacent floor are not required to be enclosed, provided at least two means of egress are 
provided from both floors served by the unenclosed stairways. Any two such interconnected 
floors shall not be open to other floors. 
 

9.    In other than occupancy Groups H and I, interior egress stairways serving only the first and 
second stories of a building equipped throughout with an automatic sprinkler system in 
accordance with Section 903.3.1.1 are not required to be enclosed, provided at least two means 
of egress are provided from both floors served by the unenclosed stairways. Such interconnected 
stories shall not be open to other stories. 

 
(Reason: To be consistent with regionally accepted practices and legacy codes.) 
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Option A  
**Section 1022.9; {No change required} 
 

 

Option B  
***Section 1022.9; change to read as follows: 
 
1022.9 Smokeproof enclosures and pressurized stairways.  In buildings required to comply with 
Section 403 or 405 of the IBC, each of the exit enclosures serving a story with a floor surface located 
more than 75 55 feet (22 860 16 764 mm) above the lowest level of fire …{remainder of section 
unchanged}… 
 

 
(Reason: To be consistent with changes to high rise provisions in communities following Option B 
approach.) 
 
 
 

Option A 
**Section 1024.1 General. {No change required} 
 

 

Option B 
***Section 1024.1; change to read as follows:  
 
1024.1 General.  Approved luminous egress path markings delineating the exit path shall be provided 
in buildings of Groups A, B, E, I, M and R-1 having occupied floors located more than 75 feet (22 860 
mm) 55 feet (16 764 mm)  above the lowest level of fire department vehicle access in accordance 
with Sections 1024.1 through 1024.5. 
 
 …{Exceptions unchanged}… 

 

 
(Reason: To be consistent with changes to high rise provisions in communities following Option B 
approach.) 
 
 
 
***Section 1026.6; amend exception 4 to read as follows: 
 

Exceptions: …{Exceptions 1 through 3 unchanged}… 
 

4. Separation from the interior open-ended corridors of the building …{remaining text 
unchanged}… 

 
(Reason: To clarify that Section 1022.6, i.e., the 180 degree rule is applicable.) 
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**Section 1030.2; change to read as follows: 
 
1030.2 Reliability.  Required exit accesses, exits or exit discharges shall be continuously maintained free 
from obstructions or impediments to full instant use in the case of fire or other emergency when the areas 
served by such exits are occupied. Security devices affecting means of egress shall be subject to 
approval of the fire code official.  
 
(Reason: Maintain a current level of protection as identified in the 2003 and provide firefighter safety.) 
 
 
 
***Section 1501.2; delete the section. 
 
(Reason:  This section eliminates such booths from all compliance with Chapter 15 including, but not 
limited to, size, ventilation, fire protection, construction, etc.  If the product utilized is changed to a more 
flammable substance, the lack of compliance with Chapter 15 could result in significant fire or deflagration 
hazard.) 
 
 
 
**Section 1504.4; change to read as follows: 
 
1504.4 Fire protection.  New and existing spray Spray booths and spray rooms shall be protected by an 
approved automatic fire-extinguishing system … {remainder of section unchanged} … 
 
(Reason: Consistent protection in all spray booths.) 
 
 
 
***Section 2202.1 Definitions; add to definition of REPAIR GARAGE as follows: 
 
REPAIR GARAGE. A building, structure or portion thereof used for servicing or repairing motor vehicles. 
This occupancy shall also include garages involved in minor repair, modification and servicing of motor 
vehicles for items such as lube changes, inspections, windshield repair or replacement, shocks, minor 
part replacement and other such minor repairs.   
 
(Reason:  To further clarify types of service work allowed in a repair garage, as well as to correspond with 
definition in the IBC.) 
 
 
 
**Section 2204.1; change to read as follows: 
 
2204.1 Supervision of dispensing. The dispensing of fuel at motor fuel-dispensing facilities shall be 
conducted by a qualified attendant or shall be under the supervision of a qualified attendant at all times or 
shall be in accordance with Section 2204.3. the following: 
 

1. Conducted by a qualified attendant; and/or,  
 

2. Shall be under the supervision of a qualified attendant; and/or 
 

3. Shall be an unattended self-service facility in accordance with Section 2204.3.  
 

  At any time the qualified attendant of item #1 or #2 above is not present, such operations shall be 
considered as an unattended self-service facility and shall also comply with Section 2204.3.  
 
(Reason: Allows a facility to apply the attended and unattended requirements of the code when both are 
met.) 
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Option A 
  

***Section 2302; add a second paragraph to the definition of “High-Piled Combustible 
Storage” to read as follows: 
 
  Any building classified as a group S Occupancy or Speculative Building exceeding 12,000 sq.ft. that 
has a clear height in excess of 14 feet, making it possible to be used for storage in excess of 12 feet, 
shall be considered to be high-piled storage..  When a specific product cannot be identified, a fire 
protection system and life safety features shall be installed as for Class IV commodities, to the 
maximum pile height. 
 

 

Option B 
  

***Section 2302; add a second paragraph to the definition of “High-Piled Combustible 
Storage” to read as follows: 
 
  Any building classified as a group S Occupancy or Speculative Building exceeding 6,000 sq.ft. that 
has a clear height in excess of 14 feet, making it possible to be used for storage in excess of 12 feet, 
shall be considered to be high-piled storage.  When a specific product cannot be identified, a fire 
protection system and life safety features shall be installed as for Class IV commodities, to the 
maximum pile height. 
 

 
(Reason: To provide protection for worst-case scenario in flexible or unknown situations.) 
 
 
 
***Table 2306.2, footnote j; change text to read as follows: 
 
j.     Not required when storage areas are protected by Where areas of buildings are equipped with early 

suppression fast-response (ESFR) sprinkler systems installed in accordance with NFPA 13 
sprinklers, manual smoke and heat vents or manually activated engineered mechanical smoke 
exhaust systems shall be required within these areas.  

 
(Reason: Allows the fire department to control the smoke and heat during and after a fire event, while 
ensuring proper operation of the sprinkler protection provided.) 
 
 
 
**Section 3301.1.3; change to read as follows: 
 
3301.1.3 Fireworks.  The possession, manufacture, storage, sale, handling and use of fireworks are 
prohibited. 
 

Exceptions: 
 

1. Only when approved for fireworks displays, Sstorage and handling of fireworks as allowed in 
Section 3304 and 3308. 

 
2.    Manufacture, assembly and testing of fireworks as allowed in Section 3305. 
 
3.2. The use of fireworks for approved displays as allowed in Section 3308. 

 
4.    The possession, storage, sale… {Delete remainder of text} 

 
(Reason: Restricts to approved displays, which is consistent with regional practice.) 
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**Section 3302; change the definition of FIREWORKS to read as follows:  
 
FIREWORKS. Any composition or device for the purpose of producing a visible or an audible effect for 
entertainment purposes by combustion, deflagration, or detonation, and/or activated by ignition with a 
match or other heat producing device that meets the definition of 1.4G fireworks or 1.3G fireworks as set 
forth herein.  …{remainder of text unchanged}… 
 
(Reason: Increased safety from fireworks related injuries.) 
 
 
 
**Section 3403.6; add a sentence to read as follows: 
 
3403.6 Piping systems. Piping systems, and their component parts, for flammable and combustible 
liquids shall be in accordance with Sections 3403.6.1 through 3403.6.11. An approved method of 
secondary containment shall be provided for underground tank and piping systems. 
 
(Reason: Increased protection in response to underground leak problems and remediation difficulty in 
underground applications.) 
 
 
 
***Section 3404.2.9.5; add Section 3404.2.9.5.1 to read as follows: 

 
3404.2.9.5.1  Combustible liquid storage tanks inside of buildings.  The maximum aggregate 
allowable quantity limit shall be 3,000 gallons (11 356 L) of Class II or III combustible liquid for storage in 
protected aboveground tanks complying with Section 3404.2.9.7 when all of the following conditions are 
met: 
 

1.    The entire 3,000 gallon (11 356 L) quantity shall be stored in protected above-ground tanks; 
 

2.    The 3,000 gallon (11 356 L) capacity shall be permitted to be stored in a single tank or multiple 
smaller tanks; 

 
3.    The tanks shall be located in a room protected by an automatic sprinkler system complying with 

Section 903.3.1.1; and 
 
4.    Tanks shall be connected to fuel-burning equipment, including generators, utilizing an approved 

closed piping system. 
 
  The quantity of combustible liquid stored in tanks complying with this section shall not be counted 
towards the maximum allowable quantity set forth in Table 2703.1.1(1), and such tanks shall not be 
required to be located in a control area.  Such tanks shall not be located more than two stories below 
grade. 
 
(Reason: Relocated from exception to 603.3.2.1 as per reason statement for deletion in that section. 
Maintains consistency with current regional requirements relative to interior flammable/combustible liquid 
storage tanks.) 
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**Section 3404.2.11.5; add a sentence to read as follows: 
 
3404.2.11.5 Leak prevention. Leak prevention for underground tanks shall comply with Sections 
3404.2.11.5.1 through 3404.2.11.5.3. An approved method of secondary containment shall be provided 
for underground tank and piping systems.  
 
(Reason: Increased protection in response to underground leak problems and remediation difficulty in 
underground applications. References regional amendment to IFC 3404.2.11.5.3.) 
 
 
 
**Section 3404.2.11.5.2; change to read as follows: 
 
3404.2.11.5.2 Leak detection.  Underground storage tank systems shall be provided with an approved 
method of leak detection from any component of the system that is designed and installed in accordance 
with NFPA 30 and as specified in Section 3404.2.11.5.3. 
 
(Reason: Reference to IFC Section 3404.2.11.5.3 amendment.) 
 
 
 
**Section 3404.2.11.5; add Section 3404.2.11.5.3 to read as follows: 
 
3404.2.11.5.3 Observation wells.  Approved sampling tubes of a minimum 6 inches in diameter shall be 
installed in the backfill material of each underground flammable or combustible liquid storage tank.  The 
tubes shall extend from a point 12 inches below the average grade of the excavation to ground level and 
shall be provided with suitable surface access caps.  Each tank site shall provide a sampling sump at the 
corners of the excavation with a minimum of 4 sumps.  Sampling tubes shall be placed in the product line 
excavation within 10 feet of the tank excavation and one every 50 feet routed along product lines towards 
the dispensers, a minimum of two are required. 
 
(Reason: Provides an economical means of checking potential leaks at each tank site.) 
 
 
 
**Section 3406.5.4; delete Section 3406.5.4.5 and replace with the following: 
 
3406.5.4.5 Commercial, industrial, governmental or manufacturing.  Dispensing of Class II and III 
motor vehicle fuel from tank vehicles into the fuel tanks of motor vehicles located at commercial, 
industrial, governmental or manufacturing establishments is allowed where permitted, provided such 
dispensing operations are conducted in accordance with Sections 3406.5.4.5.1 through 3406.5.4.5.3. 
 

3406.5.4.5.1 Site requirements. 
 

1. Dispensing may occur at sites that have been permitted to conduct mobile fueling. 
 

2. A detailed site plan shall be submitted with each application for a permit.  The site plan must 
indicate:  
 
a. all buildings, structures, and appurtenances on site and their use or function;  

 
b. all uses adjacent to the property lines of the site;  

 
c. the locations of all storm drain openings, adjacent waterways or wetlands;  

 
d. information regarding slope, natural drainage, curbing, impounding and how a spill will be 

retained upon the site property; and,  
 

e. The scale of the site plan. 
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3. The Code Official is authorized to impose limits upon:  the times and/or days during which 
mobile fueling operations are allowed to take place and specific locations on a site where 
fueling is permitted. 
 

4. Mobile fueling operations shall be conducted in areas not generally accessible to the public. 
 

5. Mobile fueling shall not take place within 15 feet (4.572 m) of buildings, property lines, or 
combustible storage. 

 
3406.5.4.5.2 Refueling Operator Requirements. 

 
1. The owner of a mobile fueling operations shall provide to the jurisdiction a written response 

plan which demonstrates readiness to respond to a fuel spill, carry out appropriate mitigation 
measures, and to indicate its process to properly dispose of contaminated materials when 
circumstances require. 
 

2. The tank vehicle shall comply with the requirements of NFPA 385 and Local, State and 
Federal requirements.  The tank vehicle's specific functions shall include that of supplying 
fuel to motor vehicle fuel tanks.  The vehicle and all its equipment shall be maintained in good 
repair. 
 

3. Signs prohibiting smoking or open flames within 25 feet (7.62 m) of the tank vehicle or the 
point of fueling shall be prominently posted on 3 sides of the vehicle including the back and 
both sides. 
 

4. A fire extinguisher with a minimum rating of 40:BC shall be provided on the vehicle with 
signage clearly indicating its location. 

 
5. The dispensing nozzles and hoses shall be of an approved and listed type. 

 
6. The dispensing hose shall not be extended from the reel more than 100 feet (30.48m) in 

length. 
 

7. Absorbent materials, non-water absorbent pads, a 10 foot (3.048 m) long containment boom, 
an approved container with lid, and a non-metallic shovel shall be provided to mitigate a 
minimum 5-gallon fuel spill. 

 
8. Tanker vehicles shall be equipped with a fuel limit switch such as a count-back switch, 

limiting the amount of a single fueling operation to a maximum of 500 gallons (1893 L) 
between resetting of the limit switch. 

 
Exception:  Tankers utilizing remote emergency shut-off device capability where the 
operator constantly carries the shut-off device which, when activated, immediately 
causes flow of fuel from the tanker to cease. 

 
9. Persons responsible for dispensing operations shall be trained in the appropriate mitigating 

actions in the event of a fire, leak, or spill.  Training records shall be maintained by the 
dispensing company and shall be made available to the fire code official upon request. 

 
10. Operators of tank vehicles used for mobile fueling operations shall have in their possession at 

all times an emergency communications device to notify the proper authorities in the event of 
an emergency. 

 
3406.5.4.5.3 Operational Requirements. 

 
1. The tank vehicle dispensing equipment shall be constantly attended and operated only by 

designated personnel who are trained to handle and dispense motor fuels. 
 
2. Prior to beginning dispensing operations, precautions shall be taken to assure ignition 

sources are not present. 
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3. The engines of vehicles being fueled shall be shut off during dispensing operations. 
 
4. Night time fueling operations shall only take place in adequately lighted areas. 
 
5. The tank vehicle shall be positioned with respect to vehicles being fueled so as to preclude 

traffic from driving over the delivery hose and between the tank vehicle and the motor vehicle 
being fueled. 

 
6. During fueling operations, tank vehicle brakes shall be set, chock blocks shall be in place and 

warning lights shall be in operation. 
 
7. Motor vehicle fuel tanks shall not be topped off. 

 
8. The dispensing hose shall be properly placed on an approved reel or in an approved 

compartment prior to moving the tank vehicle. 
 
9. The Code Official and other appropriate authorities shall be notified when a reportable spill or 

unauthorized discharge occurs. 
 
(Reason: Provides clarity and organization of the site, operation and use requirements.) 
 
 
 
**Section 3803.2.1; add Section 3803.2.1.8 to read as follows: 
 
3803.2.1.8 Jewelry Repair, Dental Labs and Similar Occupancies.  Where natural gas service is not 
available, portable LP-Gas containers are allowed to be used to supply approved torch assemblies or 
similar appliances.  Such containers shall not exceed 20-pound (9.0 kg) water capacity.  Aggregate 
capacity shall not exceed 60-pound (27.2 kg) water capacity.  Each device shall be separated from other 
containers by a distance of not less than 20 feet. 
 
(Reason: To provide a consistent and reasonable means of regulating the use of portable LP-Gas 
containers in these situations.) 
 
 
 
**Section 3804.2, Exception; add an exception 2 to read as follows: 
 

Exceptions: 
 

1.   {existing text unchanged} 
 
2.   Except as permitted in 308 and 3804.3.2, LP-gas containers are not permitted in residential 

areas. 
 
(Reason: To provide a consistent and reasonable means of regulating the use of portable LP-Gas 
containers.  References regional amendment to IFC 3804.3.2.) 
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***Section 3804.3; add Section 3804.3.2 to read as follows: 
 
3804.3.2 Spas, Pool Heaters and other listed devices.  Where natural gas service is not available, an 
LP-Gas container is allowed to be used to supply spa and pool heaters or other listed devices.  Such 
container shall not exceed 250-gallon water capacity per lot.  See Table 3804.3 for location of containers. 
 

Exception: Lots where LP can be off loaded wholly on the property where the tank is located;  may 
install 500 gallon above ground or 1,000 gallon underground approved containers. 

 
(Reason: Allows for an alternate fuel source. Dwelling density must be considered and possibly factored 
into zoning restrictions.) 
 
 
 
***Table 4604.7, footnote a; change to read as follows: 
 
a.   Buildings constructed under the 2003 or 2006 IBC and equipped throughout with an automatic 

sprinkler system in accordance with Section 903.3.1.1 or 903.3.1.2. 
 
(Reason: To recognize buildings constructed under a code that allowed the sprinkler reduction.) 
 
 
 

Option A 
***4604.23 Egress path markings. {No change required} 
 

 

Option B 

***Section 4604.23; change to read as follows: 
 
4604.23 Egress path markings. Existing buildings of Groups A, B, E, I, M, and R-1 having occupied 
floors located more than 75 55 feet (22 860 mm) (16 764 mm) above the lowest level of fire 
department vehicle access shall be provided with luminous egress path markings in accordance with 
Section 1024. 
 
 Exception: Open, unenclosed stairwells in historic buildings designated as historic under a state 

or local historic preservation program. 
 

 
(Reason: Correct definition of high-rise for Option B jurisdictions.) 
 
 
 
END 
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� Why migrating to 2009 Codes?
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� Future Steps



2

Why  Adopt  2009  Codes?Why  Adopt  2009  Codes?Why  Adopt  2009  Codes?Why  Adopt  2009  Codes?

� Allow staff to better serve the community: 

� By remaining consistent with Code changes with 
the surrounding municipalities

� By being able to provide the highest level of safety 
in the built world

� By keeping up with the latest construction 
techniques and products

Process  OverviewProcess  OverviewProcess  OverviewProcess  Overview

REVIEW AND COMPARISON OF 

PRESENT AND FUTURE CODE BOOKS

STAFF REVIEW AND CITY COUNCIL DIRECTION 

TO PROCEED WITH PROPOSED NCTCOG 

AMENDMENTS

BASED ON CITY COUNCIL DIRECTION, STAFF TO 

PREPARE AMENDMENTS, INCLUSIVE OF 

PROPOSED NCTCOG AMENDMENTS

PREPARE DRAFT ORDINANCES (CITY 

ATTORNEY) & CITY COUNCIL ADOPTION

�
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Current  Preparation Current  Preparation Current  Preparation Current  Preparation 
Review  Codes  To  Be  AmendedReview  Codes  To  Be  AmendedReview  Codes  To  Be  AmendedReview  Codes  To  Be  Amended

� 2009 International Building Code

� 2009 International Residential Code

� 2009 International Plumbing Code

� 2009 International Mechanical Code

� 2009 International Fuel Gas Code

� 2009 International Energy Conservation Code

� 2008 National Electrical Code

� 2009 International Fire Code

� …plus Proposed NCTCOG Amendments

Background

� In May of 2005, the City of Sachse adopted the 2003 
International Codes (I-Codes).

� The 2009 I-Codes will enable staff to perform their jobs 
more effectively, which will better serve the public by 
continuing to provide improved safety measures within 
the built environment.

� The context of the codes has not really changed.

� Staff also seeks to adopt amendments recommended by 
the North Central Texas Council of Governments 
(NCTCOG).

� Why we rely on NCTCOG.
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Background - continued

� The recommended amendments from NCTCOG are to help 
to ensure clarity within the code, to be consistent with 
regional practices of the construction industry and to make 
certain that State and Federal requirements are met.

� Many neighboring municipalities have either already 
adopted the 2009 I-Codes or are in the process of adopting 
the codes.

� Of all the municipalities contiguous to our border, we are 
the only one that is still under the 2003 I-Codes.

� Garland has adopted the 2009 I-Codes, with Wylie, 
Murphy, Rowlett and Richardson having adopted the 2006 
I-Codes.

Policy considerations

� Approximately 70% of NCTCOG’s recommended code 
amendments are exactly the same as they were in the last 
code and code amendment adoptions in May of 2005.

� Staff will discuss the recommended amendments, which 
are new to this code cycle.

� These amendments reflect regional construction 
practices and much needed updates of those code 
sections that are in conflict with existing City ordinances 
and policies.

� Staff’s goal is to provide a report that is somewhat 
comprehensive.



5

Policy considerations –

proposed amendments

2009 International Building Code

� Recommendations by NCTCOG

1. Section 101.4.7 identifies the National Electrical Code as 
a code referenced by this code.

2. Section 109.7 further clarifies what types of situations 
causes a re-inspection fee to be levied.

3. Section 109.8 is a fee for construction work performed 
without a permit.

4. Section 1007.1 clarifies that buildings regulated and 
built under State Law are in compliance with accessible 
egress requirements.

Policy considerations –

proposed amendments

2009 International Building Code - Continued

� Recommendations by NCTCOG

5. Section 1018.6 requires all corridors, not just fire-
resistant rated corridors to be continuous from the 
point of entry to an exit.

6. Section 1510.1 ensures that all replacement roofing 
material, including shingles and shakes, meet or exceed 
the code’s minimum fire-test exposure requirements.
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Policy considerations –

proposed amendments

2009 International Building Code - Continued

� Recommendations by NCTCOG

7. Section 2902.2 clarifies that when the occupant load is 
100 or less in a retail occupancy, separate toilet facilities 
for men and women are not required.

Policy considerations –

proposed amendments

2009 International Building Code - Continued

� Recommendations by Staff

1. Section 105.2 - Staff recommends that some items 
under work exempt from permit be deleted; items 1-6, 
10 and 12 of Building.

� Item 1 exempts the construction of accessory 
structures that do not exceed 120 square feet in 
area.
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Policy considerations –

proposed amendments

2009 International Building Code - Continued

� Recommendations by Staff

� Item 2 exempts the construction of fences less than 
6 feet in height.

� Item 3 exempts the construction of oil derricks.

� Item 4 exempts the construction of retaining walls 
less than 4 feet in height.

� Item 5 exempts the construction of water tanks 
under 5,000 gallons in capacity.

Policy considerations –

proposed amendments

2009 International Building Code - Continued

� Recommendations by Staff

� Item 6 exempts the construction of sidewalks and 
driveways less than 30 inches above grade.

� Item 10 exempts the construction of shade cloth 
structures for nursery or agricultural purposes.

� Item 12 exempts the construction of window 
awnings that do not project more than 54 inches 
from the exterior wall.

� Staff is also making formatting changes to Chapter 
3, Section 3-1, “International Building Code” of the 
Code of Ordinances.
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Policy considerations –

proposed amendments

2009 International Residential Code

� Recommendations by NCTCOG

1. Section R108.7 identifies what is considered a violation 
for a re-inspection and clarifies when re-inspection fees 
are charged.

2. Section R602.6.1 requires that the metal tie which 
covers notches in top plates increase the width from 1 ½ 
inches to 5 inches.

3. Section R902.1 further clarifies that accessory 
structures that do not require a permit can have any 
type of roofing material.

Policy considerations –

proposed amendments

2009 International Residential Code - Continued

� Recommendations by NCTCOG

4. Section M1411.3:  Condensate from the drain pan outlets 
be to a sanitary sewer through a trap.

5. Section G2420.5.1:  A secondary shutoff valve be 
installed within 3 feet of the firebox of a fireplace.

6. Section P2801.6 eliminates the need for electric water 
heaters to be elevated at least 18 inches above the 
garage floor.
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Policy considerations –

proposed amendments

2009 International Residential Code - Continued

� Recommendations by Staff

1. Section R105.2 - Work exempt from permits will be 
amended to comply with City policies and ordinances; 
items 1, 2, 5 and 10 of Building.

� Item 1 exempts the construction of accessory 
structures that do not exceed 120 square feet in 
area.

� Item 2 exempts the construction of fences less 
than 2.5 feet in height.

Policy considerations –

proposed amendments

2009 International Residential Code - Continued

� Recommendations by Staff

� Item 5 to be deleted.  This will require all 
sidewalks and driveways to be permitted.

� Item 10 to be deleted.  This will require all decks to 
be permitted.
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Policy considerations –

proposed amendments

2009 International Residential Code - Continued

� Recommendations by Staff

2. Section R313.2 to be deleted. State law prohibits 
automatic fire sprinkler systems from being required in 
one- and two-family dwellings.

3. Staff is also making formatting changes to Chapter 3, 
Section 3-1.1, “International Residential Code” of the 
Code of Ordinances.

Policy considerations –

proposed amendments

2009 International Energy Conservation Code

� Recommendations by NCTCOG

1. All of the recommended code amendments are exactly 
the same as in the last code and code amendments 
adoptions in 2005.

� Recommendations by Staff

1. Staff is making formatting changes to Chapter 3, Section 
3-1.2, “International Energy Conservation Code” of the 
Code of Ordinances.



11

Policy considerations –

proposed amendments

2009 International Plumbing Code

� Recommendations by NCTCOG

1. Section 310.5 to be deleted because the enforcement of 
privacy walls and doors, and the maintenance thereof in 
toilet rooms, should not be a code issue.

2. Section 502.6 requires adequate access, lighting and a 
receptacle outlet for the maintenance of the water 
heating equipment.

3. Section 606.2 ensures that a shutoff valve is provided at 
every fixture, including at all sillcocks.

Policy considerations –

proposed amendments

2009 International Plumbing Code - Continued

� Recommendations by NCTCOG

4. Section 906.1 to be deleted. This is to ensure that all 
trap developed lengths from the vent are limited.

� Recommendations by Staff

1. Staff is also making formatting changes to Chapter 3, 
Section 3-2, “International Plumbing Code” of the Code 
of Ordinances.
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Policy considerations –

proposed amendments

2009 International Mechanical Code

� Recommendations by NCTCOG

1. All of the recommended code amendments are exactly 
the same as in the last code and code amendments 
adoptions in 2005.

� Recommendations by Staff

1. Staff is making formatting changes to Chapter 3, Section 
3-3, “International Mechanical Code” of the Code of 
Ordinances.

Policy considerations –

proposed amendments

2008 National Electrical Code

� Recommendations by NCTCOG

1. Sections 500.8 (A) (3) and 505.7 (A) identifies a registered 
professional engineer as the qualified person for identifying 
and classifying electrical equipment.

2. Section 680.25 (A) increases the types of cable allowed to be 
installed in pool equipment installations.

� Recommendations by Staff

1. Chapter 3, Section 3-4 (E), COO identifies the Texas 
Department of Licensing and Regulation (TDLR) as the only 
issuers of licenses to electricians.

2. Staff is also making formatting changes to Chapter 3, Section 
3-4, “National Electrical Code” of the Code of Ordinances.



13

Policy considerations –

proposed amendments

2009 International Fuel Gas Code

� Recommendations by NCTCOG

1. Section [M] 306.5.1 requires safe access to equipment 
on sloped roofs.

2. Section 306.7 requires safe access to water heaters 
above ground or floor.

3. Section 306.7.1 ensures that mezzanines and platforms 
receive adequate lighting and a receptacle outlet for the 
maintenance of equipment.

4. Section 404.10.1 requires that all individual gas pipe 
lines be buried no less than 18 inches deep.

Policy considerations –

proposed amendments

2009 International Fuel Gas Code - Continued

� Recommendations by NCTCOG

5. Section 406.4 requires the use of diaphragm gauges 
when testing pressure measurement of gas pipe lines.

� Recommendations by Staff

1. Staff is making formatting changes to Chapter 3, Section 
3-22, “International Fuel Gas Code” of the Code of 
Ordinances.
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Goals

� In summary, Staff’s goal was to provide a report that 
was not only comprehensive, but also provided enough 
information that would give Council a good 
understanding of the codes editions that warrant 
adoption and the reasoning for the recommended code 
amendments.

� Finally, to assist Council in making an informed 
decision to approve the adoption of the 2009 I-Codes 
and the recommended code amendments for each when 
it comes before you as an agenda item later this year.

Future  StepsFuture  StepsFuture  StepsFuture  Steps

� Prepare Amendments inclusive of proposed 
NCTCOG Amendments (September 2012)

� Prepare Draft Ordinances and coordinate with 
City Attorney (September 2012)

� Adoption of Ordinances (October 2012)
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Process  OverviewProcess  OverviewProcess  OverviewProcess  Overview

REVIEW AND COMPARISON OF 

PRESENT AND FUTURE CODE BOOKS

REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF 

PROPOSED NCTCOG AMENDMENTS

PREPARE AMENDMENTS, 

INCLUSIVE OF NCTCOG 

AMENDMENTS

PREPARE DRAFT ORDINANCES 

(COORDINATE WITH CITY 

ATTORNEY)

}
CURRENTLY

ON-GOING

(THROUGH

SEP)

(AUGUST)

(SEPTEMBER)

Questions & Answers
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Executive Summary
The purpose of this item is to examine certain application and permit fees to ensure they are current 
and also discuss moving some of these fees from their current location in the Code of Ordinances to 
the Master Fee Schedule.  Application and permit fees are used to offset the cost of services.  These 
fees are intended to be an amount that is reasonable and necessary for the efficient delivery and 
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Title

Discuss the existing application and permit fees associated with services provided by the

Community Development and Engineering Departments.  

Executive Summary

The purpose of this item is to examine certain application and permit fees to ensure they are

current and also discuss moving some of these fees from their current location in the Code of

Ordinances to the Master Fee Schedule. Application and permit fees are used to offset the

cost of services. These fees are intended to be an amount that is reasonable and necessary

for the efficient delivery and provision of services.  

Background

The City of Sachse has numerous application and permit fees associated with the provision

of services. The fees charged are meant to offset the costs of providing these services.

Included in this discussion item will be an assessment of existing fees, comparative fee data

from other municipalities and recommendations on structure for amending fees.
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File #: 12-1018, Version: 1

Policy Considerations

The goal of this item is to discuss fees to determine what is appropriate based upon being

commensurate with the services being provided. A listing of the City of Sachse fees

associated with the Community Development and Engineering Departments is included in

Attachment 1 (Planning & Zoning fees), Attachment 2 (Building Inspection fees) and

Attachment 3 (Engineering Fees). These attachments also include comparisons to

neighboring and similar municipalities in the Metroplex.

Requests for city services that are variable in nature generally are accompanied by a fee.

This is standard practice common to most municipalities and not necessarily unique to

Sachse. Fees are meant to offset the cost of providing a certain service; however, some

municipalities may choose to absorb some costs as an incentive for attracting development

or as perk to residents of the municipality. Additionally fees vary dependentupon the length

and complexity of a municipality’s review process, which can differ from place to place.

The final topic of this discussion item involves the relocation of fees from various sections in

the Code of Ordinances into the Master Fee Schedule. This was discussed in previous items

before the City Council, and will be an ongoing matter of practice. It should be noted that

when fees are removed from the Zoning Ordinance, thus amending the Zoning Ordinance, a

public hearing and notification will be required for both Planning and Zoning Commission as

well as City Council in accordance Sachse and state requirements. Amendments to other

sections of the Code of Ordinances do not require a public hearing.

Budgetary Considerations

None.

Staff Recommendations

Based on the information presented, Staff recommends City Council offer direction regarding

the amendment of presented Community Development and Engineering Fees.
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ATTACHMENT 1

Existing Proposed

Standard Zoning 550.00
325.00 

+ 15.00 per acre
650.00

325.00 

+ 15.00 per acre
1,000.00

200.00 

+ 15.00 per acre

Special Use Permit 550.00 650.00 650.00
325.00 

+ 15.00 per acre

1,000.00 

+ 50.00 per acre

200.00 

+ 15.00 per acre

Planned Development Zoning 550.00
750.00 

+ 15.00 per acre
1,200.00

325.00 

+ 15.00 per acre

1,000.00 

+ 50.00 per acre

200.00 

+ 15.00 per acre

Planned Development Zoning - 

Minor/Text Amendment
--

400.00

(text amendment)
-- -- 500.00 --

Preliminary Plat
200.00 + 3.00 per 

lot
500.00

200.00 

+ 12.00 per acre

500.00 

+ 50.00 per acre

200.00 

+ 15.00 per acre

Preliminary Plat 

(MF/Comm/Ind & no lots)

150.00 + 5.00 per 

acre
-- -- -- --

Final Plat
300.00 + 4.00 per 

lot
600.00

325.00 

+ 25.00 per acre

500.00 

+ 50.00 per acre

300.00 

+ 20.00 per acre

Final Plat (MF/Comm/Ind & 

no lots)

150.00 + 5.00 per 

acre
-- -- -- --

Final Plat – Single Lot 

Residential
-- 200.00 -- -- --

Replat

300.00 + 4.00 per 

lot for residential; 

50.00 for comm/ind

450.00 

+ 15.00 per acre
450.00

325.00 

+ 25.00 per acre

500.00 

+ 50.00 per acre

300.00 

+ 20.00 per acre

Conveyance Plat
300.00 + 4.00 per 

lot

450.00 

+ 15.00 per acre
-- -- -- --

Minor Plat
300.00 + 4.00 per 

lot

350.00 

+ 15.00 per acre
350.00

325.00 

+ 25.00 per acre

500.00 

+ 50.00 per acre
150.00

Amending Plat
300.00 + 4.00 per 

lot

350.00 

+ 15.00 per acre
350.00

325.00 

+ 25.00 per acre

500.00 

+ 50.00 per acre
150.00

Vacating Plat
300.00 + 4.00 per 

lot

350.00 

+ 15.00 per acre
-- --

500.00 

+ 50.00 per acre
--

Rowlett Wylie Murphy Rockwall

SACHSE

350.00 

+ 15.00 per acre

450.00 

+ 15.00 per acre

ZONING

PLATTING



ATTACHMENT 1

Existing Proposed

PD-Development Plan no charge no charge -- -- --
200.00 

+ 15.00 per acre

PD-Site Plan no charge no charge -- -- --
250.00 

+ 20.00 per acre

Site Plan -- 525.00 250.00 500.00

250.00 

+ 20.00 per acre 

(includes LP/Tree 

Plan/Elev)

Landscape Plan -- 300.00 -- -- included in Site Plan

Tree Survey / Preservation 

Plan
-- 475.00 -- -- included in Site Plan

Building Façade / Elevation 

Plan
-- 200.00 -- -- included in Site Plan

Amended Site Plan, 

Landscape Plan or Elevations
-- -- -- -- 100.00

Variance 150.00 200.00

250.00 + 1.00 per 

prop. owner 

notified

100.00
200.00 (res)

300.00 (non-res)
200.00

Board of Appeals -- 100.00
150.00 (res)

200.00 (non-res)
100.00 -- --

Temporary Seasonal Sales 200.00 200.00 50.00 -- -- --

Temporary SUP 25.00 25.00 -- -- -- --

Zoning Verification Letter -- 25.00 25.00 50.00 50.00 25.00

Tree Mitigation Fee in lieu of 

planting (per replacement 

inch)

-- N/A 121.67 --

-- --

Tree removal permits no charge no charge 40.00 -- -- 75.00

no charge unless 

corresponding 

formal approval 

processes are 

adopted as part of 

City Code of 

Ordinances

OTHER

DEVELOPMENT PLANS

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

TEMPORARY/SEASONAL USES

SACHSE

Rowlett Wylie Murphy Rockwall



ATTACHMENT 2

Existing Proposed Rowlett Wylie Murphy Rockwall

Demolition (Residential) $50.00 $75.00 $65.00 $100 minimum $50.00

Demolition (Commercial) $25.00 $75.00 $65.00 $100 minimum $50.00
Swimming Pool 

(In-Ground)
$250.00 $250.00 $200.00 $300.00 $275.00 $150.00

Swimming Pool

(Above-Ground) $100.00 $100.00
$50.00 $100.00 $150.00 $75.00

Hot Tub & Spa $100.00 $100.00 $50.00 $100.00 $150.00 $100.00

Stock Tank $25.00 $50.00 $50.00
Based on 

Construction Value
$75 minimum $35 minimum

Electrical (Residential) $35.00 $40.00 $50.00 $50 minimum $75.00 $35 minimum

Electrical (Commercial) $35.00 $50.00 $50.00 $50 minimum $75.00 $35 minimum
Plumbing (Residential) $35.00 $40.00 $50.00 $50 minimum $75.00 $35 minimum
Plumbing (Commercial) $35.00 $50.00 $50.00 $50 minimum $75.00 $35 minimum

Water Heater $27.00 $35.00 $50.00 $50 minimum $75.00 $35 minimum
Mechanical (Residential) $45.00 $45.00 $50.00 $50 minimum $75.00 $35 minimum
Mechanical (Commercial) $45.00 $65.00 $50.00 $50 minimum $75.00 $35 minimum

BUILDING PERMIT FEES (GENERAL)

SACHSE

Based on 

Construction Value



ATTACHMENT 2

Existing Proposed Rowlett Wylie Murphy Rockwall

$1.00 TO $500.00 $25.00 $25.00 $84.61 $75.00 $35.00

$501.00 TO $2,000.00
$25.00 for the first 

$500.00 plus $3.05 for 

each additional $100.00

$25.00 for the first 

$500.00 plus $3.05 for 

each additional $100.00

84.61

$75.00 for the first 

$1,000.00 plus $10.00 

for each additional 

$1,000.00

$35.00 for the first 

$500.00 plus $3.05 for 

each additional $100.00

$2,001.00 TO $25,000.00

$69.25 for the first 

$2,000.00 plus $14.00 

for each additional 

$1000.00

$69.25 for the first 

$2,000.00 plus $14.00 

for each additional 

$1000.00

$84.61 From $2,001.00 

to $10,000.00, then 

$119.63 for the first 

$10,000.00 plus $9.24 

for each additional 

$1,000.00

$85.00 for the first 

$2,000.00 plus $10.00 

for each additional 

$1000.00

$80.75 for the first 

$2,000.00 plus $14.00 

for each additional 

$1000.00

$25,001.00 TO $50,000.00

$391.25 for the first 

$25,000.00 plus $10.00 

for each additional 

$1000.00

$391.25 for the first 

$25,000.00 plus $10.00 

for each additional 

$1000.00

$258.23 for the first 

$25,000.00 plus $6.67 

for each additional 

$1000.00

$315.00 for the first 

$25,000.00 plus $10.00 

for each additional 

$1000.00

$402.75 for the first 

$25,000.00 plus $10.10 

for each additional 

$1000.00

$50,001.00 TO $100,000.00

$643.75 for the first 

$50,000.00 plus $7.00 

for each additional 

$1000.00

$643.75 for the first 

$50,000.00 plus $7.00 

for each additional 

$1000.00

$424.88 for the first 

$50,000.00 plus $4.62 

for each additional 

$1000.00

$565.00 for the first 

$50,000.00 plus $10.00 

for each additional 

$1000.00

$655.25 for the first 

$50,000.00 plus $7.00 

for each additional 

$1000.00

$100,001.00 TO $500,000.00

$993.75 for the first 

$100,000.00 plus $5.60 

for each additional 

$1000.00

$993.75 for the first 

$100,000.00 plus $5.60 

for each additional 

$1000.00

$655.88 for the first 

$100,000.00 plus $3.70 

for each additional 

$1000.00

$1,065.00 for the first 

$100,000.00 plus $10.00 

for each additional 

$1000.00

$1,005.25 for the first 

$100,000.00 plus $5.60 

for each additional 

$1000.00

$500,001.00 TO 

$1,000,000.00

$3,233.75 for the first 

$500,000.00 plus $4.75 

for each additional 

$1000.00

$3,233.75 for the first 

$500,000.00 plus $4.75 

for each additional 

$1000.00

$2,134.28 for the first 

$500,000.00 plus $3.14 

for each additional 

$1000.00

$5,065.00 for the first 

$500,000.00 plus $10.00 

for each additional 

$1000.00

$3,245.25 for the first 

$500,000.00 plus $4.75 

for each additional 

$1000.00

$1,000,001.00 and up

$5,608.75 for the first 

$1,000,000.00 plus 

$3.65 for each additional 

$1000.00

$5,608.75 for the first 

$1,000,000.00 plus 

$3.65 for each additional 

$1000.00

$3,701.78 for the first 

$1,000,000.00 plus 

$2.08 for each additional 

$1000.00

$10,065.00 for the first 

$1,000,000.00 plus 

$10.00 for each 

additional $1000.00

$5,620.25 for the first 

$1,000,000.00 plus 

$3.65 for each additional 

$1000.00

BUILDING PERMIT FEES (FEES BY RATE)

SACHSE

Fees determined by 

building area 

(square footage)



ATTACHMENT 2

Existing Proposed Rowlett Wylie Murphy Rockwall

Attached Sign $75.00 $75.00 $80.00 $75.00 $250.00 $75.00

Freestanding Sign $75.00 $75.00 $80.00 $75.00 $250.00 $75.00

Fence $30.00
$35 residential; $70 

commercial
$30.00 $40.00 $150.00 $35.00

Screen Wall $30.00 $50.00 $50.00 No Specific Info $150.00 $75.00

BUILDING PERMIT FEES (MISCELLANEOUS)

SACHSE



ATTACHMENT 3

Existing Proposed Rowlett Wylie Murphy Rockwall

Construction Inspection 3% 4.5% 6% 3% 4% 2%

Overtime for weekend 

inspection
100.00 350.00 350.00

$50/hr                  

$100 min.

Only for Sundays 

and Holidays  - 

Rarely allow it

Floodplain Permit -- 100.00 100.00

No Fee unless it 

goes to the engineer 

then it is a 100% 

outsource fee

500.00

Grading Permit -- 100.00 50.00

$600 1st acre + 

$100 each addn 

acre

-- --

Construction Plan Review -- 300.00 -- -- 100% Outsource fee --

ENGINEERING FEES FOR DEVELOPMENT CONSTRUCTION

SACHSE
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City  Council  Meeting

August 20, 2012

OutlineOutlineOutlineOutline

� Why are these being updated?

� Community Development Fees

� Building Inspections

� Planning & Zoning

� Engineering Fees
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BackgroundBackgroundBackgroundBackground
Why  Update  Fees?Why  Update  Fees?Why  Update  Fees?Why  Update  Fees?

� Verify that our fees our up-to-date

� Ensure that costs of “variable” services are 
adequately being offset by appropriate fees

� Move fees from language in Code of 
Ordinances to Master Fee Schedule

Building Inspection Fees
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Policy ConsiderationsPolicy ConsiderationsPolicy ConsiderationsPolicy Considerations
Typical  Building Inspection FeesTypical  Building Inspection FeesTypical  Building Inspection FeesTypical  Building Inspection Fees

� General Building Permit Fees

� Building Permit Fees (by Rate)

� Miscellaneous Permits

Policy ConsiderationsPolicy ConsiderationsPolicy ConsiderationsPolicy Considerations
BldgBldgBldgBldg Inspection Fees (General)Inspection Fees (General)Inspection Fees (General)Inspection Fees (General)

FEE EXISTING PROPOSED

Demolition (Residential) $50.00 $75.00

Demolition (Commercial) $25.00 $75.00

Swimming Pool 
(In-Ground)

$250.00 $250.00

Swimming Pool
(Above-Ground)

$100.00 $100.00

Hot Tub & Spa $100.00 $100.00

Stock Tank $25.00 $50.00
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Policy ConsiderationsPolicy ConsiderationsPolicy ConsiderationsPolicy Considerations
BldgBldgBldgBldg Inspection Fees (GeneralInspection Fees (GeneralInspection Fees (GeneralInspection Fees (General----ContContContCont’)’)’)’)

FEE EXISTING PROPOSED

Electrical (Residential) $35.00 $40.00

Electrical (Commercial) $35.00 $50.00

Plumbing (Residential) $35.00 $40.00

Plumbing (Commercial) $35.00 $50.00

Water Heater $27.00 $35.00

Mechanical (Residential) $45.00 $45.00

Mechanical (Commercial) $45.00 $65.00

Policy ConsiderationsPolicy ConsiderationsPolicy ConsiderationsPolicy Considerations
BldgBldgBldgBldg Inspection Fees (By Rate)Inspection Fees (By Rate)Inspection Fees (By Rate)Inspection Fees (By Rate)

FEE EXISTING PROPOSED

$1.00 TO $500.00 $25.00 $25.00

$501.00 TO $2,000.00
$25.00 for the first 

$500.00 plus $3.05 for 
each additional $100.00

$25.00 for the first 
$500.00 plus $3.05 
for each additional 

$100.00

$2,001.00 TO $25,000.00

$69.25 for the first 
$2,000.00 plus $14.00 
for each additional 

$1000.00

$69.25 for the first 
$2,000.00 plus 
$14.00 for each 

additional $1000.00
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Policy ConsiderationsPolicy ConsiderationsPolicy ConsiderationsPolicy Considerations
BldgBldgBldgBldg Inspection Fees (By RateInspection Fees (By RateInspection Fees (By RateInspection Fees (By Rate----ContContContCont’)’)’)’)

FEE EXISTING PROPOSED

$25,001.00 TO $50,000.00

$391.25 for the first 
$25,000.00 plus $10.00 
for each additional 

$1000.00

$391.25 for the first 
$25,000.00 plus 
$10.00 for each 

additional $1000.00

$50,001.00 TO 
$100,000.00

$643.75 for the first 
$50,000.00 plus $7.00 
for each additional 

$1000.00

$643.75 for the first 
$50,000.00 plus 
$7.00 for each 

additional $1000.00

$100,001.00 TO 
$500,000.00

$993.75 for the first 
$100,000.00 plus $5.60 
for each additional 

$1000.00

$993.75 for the first 
$100,000.00 plus 
$5.60 for each 

additional $1000.00

Policy ConsiderationsPolicy ConsiderationsPolicy ConsiderationsPolicy Considerations
BldgBldgBldgBldg Inspection Fees (By RateInspection Fees (By RateInspection Fees (By RateInspection Fees (By Rate----ContContContCont’)’)’)’)

FEE EXISTING PROPOSED

$500,001.00 TO 
$1,000,000.00

$3,233.75 for the first 
$500,000.00 plus $4.75 
for each additional 

$1000.00

$3,233.75 for the 
first $500,000.00 
plus $4.75 for each 
additional $1000.00

$1,000,001.00 and up

$5,608.75 for the first 
$1,000,000.00 plus 

$3.65 for each additional 
$1000.00

$5,608.75 for the 
first $1,000,000.00 
plus $3.65 for each 
additional $1000.00
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Policy ConsiderationsPolicy ConsiderationsPolicy ConsiderationsPolicy Considerations
BldgBldgBldgBldg Inspection Fees (Misc.) Inspection Fees (Misc.) Inspection Fees (Misc.) Inspection Fees (Misc.) 

FEE EXISTING PROPOSED

Attached Sign $75.00 $75.00

Freestanding Sign $75.00 $75.00

Fence $30.00 $35 residential; 
$70 commercial

Screen Wall $30.00 $50.00

Planning & Zoning Fees
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Policy ConsiderationsPolicy ConsiderationsPolicy ConsiderationsPolicy Considerations
Typical  Planning/Zoning FeesTypical  Planning/Zoning FeesTypical  Planning/Zoning FeesTypical  Planning/Zoning Fees

� Zoning

� Standard Zoning

� Special Use Permit

� Planned Development

� Platting

� Preliminary Plat

� Final Plat

� Replat

� Amending, Minor, Conveyance and Vacating Plats

Policy ConsiderationsPolicy ConsiderationsPolicy ConsiderationsPolicy Considerations
Typical  Planning/Zoning FeesTypical  Planning/Zoning FeesTypical  Planning/Zoning FeesTypical  Planning/Zoning Fees

� Development Plans

� Planned Development – Development Plan

� Planned Development – Site Plan

� Site Plan/Landscape Plan/Building Façade Plan

� Amended Site Plan/Landscape Plan/Building 
Façade Plan

� Tree Survey

� Board of Adjustment

� Variance

� Board of Appeals
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Policy ConsiderationsPolicy ConsiderationsPolicy ConsiderationsPolicy Considerations
Typical  Planning/Zoning FeesTypical  Planning/Zoning FeesTypical  Planning/Zoning FeesTypical  Planning/Zoning Fees

� Temporary Seasonal Sales

� Temporary Seasonal Sales

� Temporary Special Use Permit

� Other

� Zoning Verification Letter

� Tree Mitigation Fee (in lieu of planting)

� Tree Removal Permits

Policy ConsiderationsPolicy ConsiderationsPolicy ConsiderationsPolicy Considerations
Planning/Zoning Fees (Zoning)Planning/Zoning Fees (Zoning)Planning/Zoning Fees (Zoning)Planning/Zoning Fees (Zoning)

FEE EXISTING PROPOSED

Standard Zoning 550.00
325.00 

+ 15.00 per acre

Special Use Permit 550.00 650.00

Planned Development 
Zoning

550.00
750.00 

+ 15.00 per acre

Planned Development 
Zoning - Minor/Text 
Amendment

--
400.00

(text amendment)
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Policy ConsiderationsPolicy ConsiderationsPolicy ConsiderationsPolicy Considerations
Planning/Zoning Fees (Platting)Planning/Zoning Fees (Platting)Planning/Zoning Fees (Platting)Planning/Zoning Fees (Platting)

FEE EXISTING PROPOSED

Preliminary Plat 200.00 + 3.00 per lot
350.00 

+ 15.00 per acrePreliminary Plat 
(MF/Comm/Ind & no lots)

150.00 + 5.00 per acre

Final Plat 300.00 + 4.00 per lot

450.00 
+ 15.00 per acre

Final Plat (MF/Comm/Ind 
& no lots)

150.00 + 5.00 per acre

Final Plat – Single Lot 
Residential

--

Policy ConsiderationsPolicy ConsiderationsPolicy ConsiderationsPolicy Considerations
Planning/Zoning Fees (PlattingPlanning/Zoning Fees (PlattingPlanning/Zoning Fees (PlattingPlanning/Zoning Fees (Platting----ContContContCont’)’)’)’)

FEE EXISTING PROPOSED

PD-Development Plan no charge no charge

PD-Site Plan no charge no charge
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Policy ConsiderationsPolicy ConsiderationsPolicy ConsiderationsPolicy Considerations
Planning/Zoning Fees (Planning/Zoning Fees (Planning/Zoning Fees (Planning/Zoning Fees (Dev’tDev’tDev’tDev’t Plans)Plans)Plans)Plans)

FEE EXISTING PROPOSED

Site Plan --

no charge unless 
corresponding 
formal approval 
processes are 

adopted as part of 
City Code of 
Ordinances

Landscape Plan --

Tree Survey / Preservation 
Plan

--

Building Façade / Elevation 
Plan

--

Amended Site Plan, 
Landscape Plan or 
Elevations

--

Policy ConsiderationsPolicy ConsiderationsPolicy ConsiderationsPolicy Considerations
Planning/Zoning Fees (Board Of Adj.)Planning/Zoning Fees (Board Of Adj.)Planning/Zoning Fees (Board Of Adj.)Planning/Zoning Fees (Board Of Adj.)

FEE EXISTING PROPOSED

Variance 150.00 200.00

Board of Appeals -- 100.00
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Policy ConsiderationsPolicy ConsiderationsPolicy ConsiderationsPolicy Considerations
Planning/Zoning Fees (Temp Sales)Planning/Zoning Fees (Temp Sales)Planning/Zoning Fees (Temp Sales)Planning/Zoning Fees (Temp Sales)

FEE EXISTING PROPOSED

Zoning Verification Letter -- 25.00

Tree Mitigation Fee in lieu 
of planting (per 
replacement inch)

-- N/A

Tree removal permits no charge no charge

Policy ConsiderationsPolicy ConsiderationsPolicy ConsiderationsPolicy Considerations
Planning/Zoning Fees (Temp Sales)Planning/Zoning Fees (Temp Sales)Planning/Zoning Fees (Temp Sales)Planning/Zoning Fees (Temp Sales)

FEE EXISTING PROPOSED

Temporary Seasonal Sales 200.00 200.00

Temporary SUP 25.00 25.00
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Engineering Fees

Policy ConsiderationsPolicy ConsiderationsPolicy ConsiderationsPolicy Considerations
Typical  Engineering  FeesTypical  Engineering  FeesTypical  Engineering  FeesTypical  Engineering  Fees

� Grading Permit

� Floodplain Permit

� Construction Plan Review Fee

� Construction Inspection Fee

� Overtime for weekend inspection
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Policy ConsiderationsPolicy ConsiderationsPolicy ConsiderationsPolicy Considerations
Engineering  Fees Engineering  Fees Engineering  Fees Engineering  Fees 

FEE EXISTING PROPOSED

Grading Permit - $50.00

Floodplain Permit - $100.00

Construction Plan Review Fee - $300

Constriction Inspection Fee 3% 4.5%

Overtime for weekend 
inspections

$100 $250

Staff  RecommendationStaff  RecommendationStaff  RecommendationStaff  Recommendation

Staff recommends City Council offer direction 
regarding amending the Zoning Ordinance 
pertaining to Special Use Permits.
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Title
Hear and discuss the update to the Five Year Capital Improvement Plan (CIP).

Executive Summary
Each year during the budget process, the Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) is updated and 
adopted by the City Council along with the City’s operating budget. This item is to discuss the 
update to the 5-year CIP.

Background
The City Council adopted the current Five Year Capital Improvement Plan as part of the 2011
-2012 fiscal year operating budget on September 12, 2012. The public was given the 
opportunity to provide input for selected projects and/or improvements to be considered for 
inclusion in the CIP on June 4, 2012.

Policy Considerations
The update to the Five Year Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) is an annual occurrence. Once 
the CIP has been revised, it is typically adopted at the time the operating budget is approved 
and updated as necessary during the fiscal year as changes need to occur. 

The projects listed in the CIP were evaluated to ensure the cost estimates are reasonable to 
take into account price increases/decreases due to scope change and inflation factors. The 
waterline and sanitary sewer projects were re-prioritized to reflect the projects identified in the 
updated 10-year CIP report used for updating the impact fees. The revised CIP is attached as 

Sachse, Texas Printed on 8/17/2012Page 1 of 2

powered by Legistar™



File #: 12-1016, Version: 1

Exhibit A.

Budgetary Considerations
The projects listed in the 2012-2013 fiscal year will be funded using available fund balances 
in various accounts (water, sanitary sewer, and roadway impact fees, 2006 Transportation 
Bond, and Capital Projects fund). Once it was determined how much funding is available to 
fund CIP projects, the projects were prioritized and the highest priority projects were shown in 
the 2012-2013 CIP. The CIP includes $5.286M in street projects to be funded in 2012-2013. 
These projects will be funded using remaining primarily 2006 Transportation Bond funds, 
roadway impact fees, and excess revenue from the general budget. The CIP includes $9,000 
for a drainage project to be funded using excess revenue from the general budget. The CIP 
also includes $2.254M for funding sanitary sewer projects. The sanitary sewer projects will be 
funded using impact fees, Retail Concentration Center (RCC) funds, and excess revenue 
from the general budget. 

Although there is currently funding for the proposed projects in 2012-2013, looking forward to 
2013-2014 there is limited resources to fund projects. Furthermore, the projects shown in the 
out years ending in 2014-2017 do not have funding available to implement. However, the 
projects listed for these years are included in the CIP for planning purposes. 

Staff Recommendations
No action is necessary for this item but staff will solicit input from the City Council on the 
proposed revisions to the 5-year CIP and will revise the CIP should reprioritization of projects 
occurs at City Council direction. Future action will be necessary to adopt the 5-year CIP when 
the operating budget is adopted.

Sachse, Texas Printed on 8/17/2012Page 2 of 2
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AUGUST 20, 2012

SACHSE CITY COUNCIL MEETING

5-YEAR CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PLAN (CIP) UPDATE

5-YEAR CIP UPDATE PRESENTATION SUMMARY

� Infrastructure Needs

� Value of CIP to Citizens

� Value of CIP to Staff

� Value of CIP to City Council

� 2011-2012 CIP Overview

� Methodology

� 2012-2013 CIP Overview

� Council Discussion
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INFRASTRUCTURE NEEDS

� 10-year CIP was recently completed for 

updating the City’s impact fee

� 10-year CIP identified over $156,546,470 for 

infrastructure needs

�Water Infrastructure - $11,884,670

� Sanitary Infrastructure - $13,339,000

� Thoroughfare Infrastructure - $131,322,800

VALUE OF CIP TO CITIZENS

�Communication

� Know when projects are coming or if they are 

planned at all

�Understand competing priorities

�See tax dollars being stretched and used 

efficiently
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VALUE OF CIP TO STAFF

� Can plan maintenance operations

� Manage Engineering workload

� Preparation of financing and cash 

management

� Customer Service and Relations

� Staff loves efficiency!!

VALUE OF CIP TO CITY COUNCIL

� ALL OF THE ABOVE

� Can control and manage debt and taxes

� Can think longer than one year

� Can plan for the future – don’t let big expenses 

sneak up on you
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2011-2012 CIP OVERVIEW

� 2011-2012 CIP includes over $8.3 million for City 
funded CIP projects 

� Streets - $6,744,418

� Water - $987,000

� Sanitary Sewer - $550,000

� Other - $29,500

� All projects in 2011-2012 CIP are in design and/or 
construction stage

� All projects in 2011-2012 CIP are planned to be 
complete by first quarter 2013

2012-2013 CIP UPDATE METHODOLOGY

� Received public input (June 4 City Council 
Meeting)

� Updated all cost estimates for CIP projects
� Engineer design

� Surveying

� ROW

� Construction

� Contingency for inflation/economy of scale/unforeseen 
items

� Determined available funding existing in funds 
(2006 Transportation Bond, Impact fees, Capital 
Improvement, RCC, etc.)
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2012-2013 CIP UPDATE METHODOLOGY

� Available fund balances

� 2006 Transportation Bonds - $3,594,389

�Water & Sanitary Sewer Impact Fees - $1,268,196

�Roadway Impact Fees - $922,489

�RCC - $1,910

� Capital Projects - $141,443

2012-2013 CIP UPDATE METHODOLOGY

� Prioritized projects based on many factors

�Outside funding

� Timing

�Health / Public Safety

� Economic development

� Capacity

�Basic services

�Quality of life

� Impact on operational budget



8/17/2012
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2012-2013 CIP UPDATE METHODOLOGY

� Highest priority projects within funding 

constraints selected for 2012-2013 CIP

� Remaining projects shown in remaining four 

years of CIP

2012-2013 CIP OVERVIEW

� Streets - $5,286,000

� Water - $0

� Sanitary Sewer - $2,254,000

� Drainage - $9,000



8/17/2012
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2012-2013 CIP OVERVIEW - STREETS

NO.NO.NO.NO. PROJECTPROJECTPROJECTPROJECT CITYCITYCITYCITY COSTCOSTCOSTCOST FUNDING FUNDING FUNDING FUNDING 

SOURCESOURCESOURCESOURCE

1 Ranch Road (Dewitt to 

east of FS#2)

$200,000 ($200k

Collin County 

additional funding)

Impact Fees,

Collin County

2 Ranch Road (Harlan to 

Clear Meadow)

$280,000 ($280k 

Collin County 

additional funding)

Impact Fees, 

Collin County

3 Bunker Hill Road 

Widening (continuation 

from 2012)

$368,000 2006 Bond

4 Sachse Road Preliminary 

Engineering

$315,000 ($315k 

Dallas County 

additional funding)

2006 Bond, 

Dallas County

MCIP

2012-2013 CIP OVERVIEW - STREETS

4444

3333

22221111
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2012-2013 CIP OVERVIEW - STREETS

NO.NO.NO.NO. PROJECTPROJECTPROJECTPROJECT CITYCITYCITYCITY COSTCOSTCOSTCOST FUNDING FUNDING FUNDING FUNDING 

SOURCESOURCESOURCESOURCE

5 Brookhollow Paving $300,000 

($366,418 - 2012 

RCC additional 

funding)

RCC, 2006 Bond

6 Merritt Road Widening 

(continuation from 2012)

$774,000 2006 Bond, 

Dallas County 

MCIP

7 Sachse Road / Merritt 

Road Realignment 

Intersection

$2,775,000 ($1M 

Dallas County 

additional funding)

2006 Bond, 

Dallas County 

MCIP

8 CDBG $50,000 CDBG

9 Miscellaneous Asphalt 

Roads

$24,000 General Fund

2012-2013 CIP OVERVIEW - STREETS

8888

7777

6666

5555
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2012-2013 CIP OVERVIEW – SANITARY SEWER

NO.NO.NO.NO. PROJECTPROJECTPROJECTPROJECT COSTCOSTCOSTCOST FUNDING FUNDING FUNDING FUNDING 

SOURCESOURCESOURCESOURCE

1 30” Bunker Hill Sanitary 

Sewer Upgrade 

(construction)

$625,000 Impact fees

2 Merritt Road & Sachse Road 

Lift Station Upgrade 

(construction)

$950,000 RCC

2012-2013 CIP OVERVIEW – SANITARY SEWER

1111

2222

2222
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2012-2013 CIP OVERVIEW – SANITARY SEWER
NO.NO.NO.NO. PROJECTPROJECTPROJECTPROJECT COSTCOSTCOSTCOST FUNDING FUNDING FUNDING FUNDING 

SOURCESOURCESOURCESOURCE

3 Line G – aerial crossing for 

third connection to Garland

$50,000 

(engineering 

only)

Impact fees

4 Southeast Lift Station $125,000 

(engineering 

only)

General

Fund

5 Line A – 24” trunk line from 

Sachse Road to SELS

$300,000 

(engineering 

only)

Impact fees

6 Line G – from aerial crossing 

to north side of PGBT

$90,000 

(engineering 

only)

Impact fees

7 20” Force Main from SELS to 

Line G

$114,000 

(engineering 

only)

Impact fees

2012-2013 CIP OVERVIEW – SANITARY SEWER

3333

7777

4444

6666

5555
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2012-2013 CIP OVERVIEW – DRAINAGE

NO.NO.NO.NO. PROJECTPROJECTPROJECTPROJECT COSTCOSTCOSTCOST FUNDING FUNDING FUNDING FUNDING 

SOURCESOURCESOURCESOURCE

1 Foxglove Drainage 

Improvements

$9,000 General 

Fund

2012-2013 CIP OVERVIEW – DRAINAGE
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2012-2013 CIP UPDATE

� Council Discussion

� Projects to add

� Projects to remove

�Questions



2013 City of Sachse Capital Improvements Plan

No. Project

Est. Capital 

Project Cost

Est. Outside 

Funding

Previous 

CIP funds FY 12-13 FY 13-14 FY 14-15 FY 15-16 FY 16-17 Updated

Funding 

Source Notes

1 SH 78 Lighting Murphy Rd. to 5th Street - Custom Lighting 350,000 350,000 2010 RCC
2 5th Street/ Dewitt Rd. Lighting (SH 78 to Ranch Rd.) 310,000 310,000 2011 2006 Bond
3 Merritt Road Re-Alignment Preliminary Engineering 150,000 150,000 2011 2006 Bond
4 Street Lighting Program 1,050,000 350,000 350,000 350,000 2012 TBD Potential street lighting projects
5 Signalize Intersection of Sachse Road and Miles Road 400,000 200,000 200,000 2011 2006 Bond Campus Bond + Dallas County
6 Maxwell Creek Rd. (Ranch to City Limit) 1,730,000 865,000 865,000 2009 TBD Collin Cnty Funding (not until July 2012)
7 Ranch Road (Dewitt to Fire Sta. No. 2) 400,000 200,000 200,000 2012 IF Collin Cnty Funding (not until July 2012)
8 Ranch Road (Harlan to Clearmeadow) 560,000 280,000 280,000 2012 IF Collin Cnty Funding (not until July 2012)
9 Bunker Hill Rd. Widening (Est. Pvmt to New Miles) 9,200,000 7,360,000 1,472,000 368,000 2007 2006 Bond Regional Toll Revenue Funding

10 Sachse Road SH 78 to County Line Feasibility & Prelim. Engineering 630,000 315,000 315,000 2010 2006 Bond Dallas Cnty MCIP
11 5th Street/Sachse Rd. Widening (SH 78 to Miles) 12,675,000 5,825,000 1,000,000 5,850,000 2012 TBD Possible MCIP funds from Dallas County
12 Sachse Rd. Widening (Miles Road to County Line) 12,675,000 5,825,000 1,000,000 5,850,000 2012 TBD Possible MCIP funds from Dallas County
13 Holly Crest Pvmt Replacement 150,000 150,000 2009 RCC
14 Brookhollow Drive Pvmt Replacement 666,418 366,418 300,000 2009 RCC 2006 Bond added to cover extra cost
15 Haverhill Lane Pvmt Replacement 774,000 574,000 200,000 2009 RCC 2006 Bond added to cover extra cost
16 Merritt Road (Pleasant Valley to S. City Limit) 4,000,000 1,420,000 1,806,000 774,000 2010 2006 Bond Dallas County Participation
17 CIP Thoroughfare Update 60,000 60,000 2010 IF
18 Industrial Park Lighting Project 200,000 200,000 2010 RCC
19 Blackburn/Ingram Road Asphalt Reconstruction 391,000 391,000 2010 RCC Depends on Merritt Rd. Traffic Counts
20 Sachse Road intersection and Merritt Road Realignment 3,775,000 1,000,000 2,775,000 2012 2006 Bond Poss. MCIP funds from Sachse Road prel. eng.
21 Merritt Road (Pleasant Valley to Sachse Rd.) 12,000,000 4,500,000 200,000 6,000,000 1,300,000 2012 TBD Possible MCIP funds from Dallas County
22 Eastview Dr. Asphalt Overlay 250,000 250,000 2011 RCC
23 Merritt Road Asphalt Overlay 295,000 295,000 2011 RCC
24 Major Asphalt Repair (multiple locations) 624,000 200,000 24,000 400,000 2011 RCC/GF Use excess revenue from operating budget to fund
25 KCS Quiet Zones 200,000 200,000 2012 2006 Bond
26 Pleasant Valley Road (Merritt Road to city limits) 15,500,000 7,400,000 1,300,000 2012 TBD Possible MCIP funds from DC. Eng only
27 Woodbridge Parkway north extension (SH 78 to north city limits) 3,987,167 3,987,167 2012 Dev Funded by Collin County & Developer
28 Community Development Block Grant Paving 250,000 50,000 50,000 50,000 50,000 50,000 50,000 2012 CDBG CDBG funds
29 Hooper Road / Bailey Road Asphalt 450,000 450,000 2012 TBD
30 Williford Road Asphalt 300,000 300,000 2012 TBD
31 3rd Street 250,000 250,000 2012 TBD
32 Capacity Improvements (Intersections, turn lanes, signals, etc) 1,400,000 350,000 350,000 350,000 350,000 2012 TBD
33 Sachse South Estates Asphalt 500,000 250,000 250,000 2012 TBD
34 Blackburn Road/Ingram Road (Murphy Road to DeWitt Road) 8,200,000 877,000 2012 TBD Eng. only
35 Roadway Maintenance 1,170,000 205,000 205,000 380,000 380,000 2012 TBD Funded from Roadway Maint. Sales Tax

SUBTOTAL STREETS: 95,522,585 39,227,167 6,774,418 5,286,000 605,000 2,805,000 10,445,000 16,307,000

Est. City of Sachse Capital Outlay

STREETS

36 Pleasant Valley Road Waterline 300,000 300,000 2009 GF
37 Water Tank Rehabilitation 540,000 540,000 2010 IF Project Complete
38 CIP Water Update 7,000 7,000 2010 IF
39 High Service Water Pump 140,000 140,000 2009 GF
40 Additional 4.6 MGD Pump 595,000 595,000 2012 IF
41 Bunker Hill 12" waterline (north segment) 344,840 344,840 344,480 2012 TBD Developer funded
42 Bunker Hill 12" waterline (south segment) 231,540 231,540 231,540 2012 TBD Developer funded
43 12" WL SH 78 westward to Clear Meadow Lane, then to Meadow Ln. 608,040 608,040 608,040 2012 TBD Developer funded
44 12" WL from Bunker Hill to Rosewood Ln. 234,290 234,290 234,290 2012 TBD Developer funded
45 12" WL from Hudson Drive to West Creek Ln. 241,310 241,310 241,310 2012 TBD Developer funded
46 12" WL from Clear Meadow Lane to Maxwell Creek Road 493,240 493,240 493,240 2012 TBD Developer funded
47 12" WL from Canyon Crest Drive to Maxwell Creek Rd. at Tracey Ln. 108,920 108,920 108,920 2012 TBD Developer funded
48 12" WL connection from Ranch Road northward to 2,500 LF 256,690 256,690 256,690 2012 TBD Developer funded
49 12" WL from Miles Road, south of PGBT looped to Pleasant Valley Rd. 470,090 470,090 2012 IF
50 12" WL from Pump Station along Pleasant Valley to new Elev. Tank 1,083,460 1,083,460 2012 IF
51 Water Tanks Lighting (Sachse Road, 5th Street, Maxwell Creek) 60,000 60,000 2012 GF
52 Miscellaneous Repair & Replacement 1,000,000 250,000 250,000 250,000 250,000 2012 IF Ponderosa pipe bursting, cast iron repl.
53 1.25 MG Elevated Storage Tank 2,790,000 335,000 2,455,000 2012 IF
54 16" WL from 1.25 MG Elevate Tank to Merritt Road 222,480 30,000 192,480 2012 IF

SUBTOTAL WATER: 9,726,900 2,518,870 987,000 0 1,421,020 1,393,640 1,217,160 4,707,720

NOTES: RCC = RCC Funds; IF = Impact Fees; GF = General Fund; Dev = Developer Funded
Sanitary Sewer and Street CIP Projects based on 10-year CIP developed by CobbFendley 2012
Water CIP Projects based on 10-year CIP developed by Birkhoff, Hendricks, & Carter 2011
italicized Indicates no funding mechanism exists for project

Indicates completed project

WATER



2013 City of Sachse Capital Improvements Plan

No. Project

Est. Capital 

Project Cost

Est. Outside 

Funding

Previous 

CIP funds FY 12-13 FY 13-14 FY 14-15 FY 15-16 FY 16-17 Updated

Funding 

Source Notes

Est. City of Sachse Capital Outlay

STREETS

55 CIP Sanitary Sewer Update 110,000 55,000 55,000 2010 IF Partnering with EDC
56 30" Sanitary Sewer: Bunker Hill Road 775,000 150,000 625,000 2012 IF
57 Merritt and Sachse Rd. Lift Station Improvements 1,100,000 150,000 950,000 2011 RCC
58 Preliminary Engineering: SE Lift Station (LS #1) 195,000 195,000 2011 RCC $30k used from previous $225k for Holly
59 Line "G" - aerial crossing for 24" trunk line and meter station to Garland 500,000 50,000 450,000 2012 IF
60 Future Southeast Lift Station 1,037,000 125,000 912,000 2012 GF Use excess revenue from operating budget to fund
61 Line "A" - 24" trunk line from Sachse Road to Southeast Lift Station 2,407,500 300,000 2,107,500 2012 IF
62 Line "G" - 24" trunk line from aerial crossing to north side of PGBT 900,000 90,000 810,000 2012 IF
63 20" force main from Southeast Lift Station to Line "G" 24" trunk line 1,900,000 114,000 1,786,000 2012 IF $114k is for half engineering cost. Remainder in 2014
64 Line "C" - from Southeast Lift Station along north side of PGBT 529,000 65,000 464,000 2012 TBD
65 8" trunk line along south side of PGBT and connecting to Line "C" 246,500 30,000 216,500 2012 TBD
66 8" trunk line along north side of PGBT connecting to Line "C" 221,000 30,000 191,000 2012 TBD
67 Line "D" - 10" trunk line from south of PGBT to 12" SS to MRLS 370,000 45,000 325,000 2012 TBD
68 8" trunk lines running east and west from Line "D" south of PGBT 170,000 21,000 149,000 2012 TBD
69 8" trunk line branch crossing creek north of PGBT and into Line "C" 119,000 15,000 104,000 2012 TBD
70 Infiltration-Inflow Study and Improvements for Sachse Ranch Est. Area 750,000 75,000 675,000 2012 TBD I/I study 2014, improvements 2015
71 8" trunk line south of PGBT from 24" Line "G" eastward 229,500 30,000 199,500 2012 TBD
72 Line "E" - 10" trunk line from Line "G" along southwest City limits 290,000 35,000 255,000 2012 TBD

SUBTOTAL SANITARY SEWER: 11,849,500 55,000 550,000 2,254,000 6,235,500 1,451,500 745,000 558,500

73 Fox Glove Drainage Improvments 9,000 9,000 GF Use excess revenue from operating budget to fund
74 Future Storm Improvements - TBD 1,000,000 250,000 250,000 250,000 250,000 2012 TBD Funded possibly by Storm Drainage Fee

SUBTOTAL DRAINAGE: 1,009,000 0 0 9,000 250,000 250,000 250,000 250,000

75 Demolish Merritt Road House (Merritt Road) 14,500 14,500 RCC Demo for Future Merritt Rd. Re-Align
76 Orchard Grove Screening Wall Demolition 15,000 15,000 RCC

SUBTOTAL INFRASTRUCTURE: 29,500 0 29,500 0 0 0 0 0

TOTAL: 118,137,485 41,801,037 8,340,918 7,549,000 8,511,520 5,900,140 12,657,160 21,823,220

FIVE YEAR TOTAL 56,441,040
NOTES: RCC = RCC Funds; IF = Impact Fees; GF = General Fund; Dev = Developer Funded
Sanitary Sewer and Street CIP Projects based on 10-year CIP developed by CobbFendley 2012
Water CIP Projects based on 10-year CIP developed by Birkhoff, Hendricks, & Carter 2011

OTHER INFRASTRUCTURE

DRAINAGE

SANITARY SEWER

Water CIP Projects based on 10-year CIP developed by Birkhoff, Hendricks, & Carter 2011
italicized Indicates no funding mechanism exists for project

Indicates completed project
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Title
Discuss the 2012-2013 Fiscal Year Budget and Tax Rate

Executive Summary
The City Manager presented the Proposed Budget for the 2012-2013 Fiscal Year to City 
Council on August 20, 2012.

This item is for budget discussion purposes regarding proposed revenues and expenditures 
supporting the tax levy.

Background
The City Charter requires that the City Manager prepare and submit the Proposed Budget for 
the forthcoming year to City Council during the month of August of each year.  Approval of 
the final budget will be at a Special City Council meeting to be held on September 10, 2012.

Policy Considerations
The budget as adopted by City Council sets the financial and operational direction of the City 
for the next year.

Budgetary Considerations
The final adoption of the 2012-2013 Budget will provide funding for continued operations of 
the City for the upcoming year and will constitute the basis of official levy of the property tax 
to be assessed and collected for the upcoming fiscal year.
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File #: 12-1030, Version: 1

Staff Recommendations
No action is required at this time.  This item is for discussion only.
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August 20, 2012 



Budget Calendar   (2012-2013 Fiscal Year) 

 

August 20 City Council Meeting for City Manager to present 

budget and/or Work Session to discuss budget; 

discuss tax rate 

August 20 Public Hearing on budget; Public Hearing on tax rate 

August 27 Public Hearing on budget; Public Hearing on tax rate 

August 27 Special City Council Meeting to discuss budget; 

discuss tax rate 

September 4 City Council meeting and/or Work Session to discuss 

budget and tax rate 

 



Budget Calendar (cont’d) 

 

September 10 Special City Council meeting to adopt budget 

(including SEDC Budget); accept tax rate 

October 1 New fiscal year begins 

 Oct. 1-Nov. 30 Budget document finalized and printed for  

  distribution 



 

 August 20th 

 Public Hearing 

 Present Budget 

 

 August 27th 

 Public Hearing 

 

 September 10th 

 Budget Adoption 



Property Value         

Market Values 1,340,346,487  1,350,686,163  10,339,676  0.77% 

     Collin County 466,956,997  473,920,943  6,963,946  1.49% 

     Dallas County 873,389,490  876,765,220  3,375,730  0.39% 

          

Taxable Values  1,223,329,301  1,225,275,258  1,945,957  0.16% 

     Collin County 424,323,155  426,030,715  1,707,560  0.40% 

     Dallas County 799,006,146  799,244,543  238,397  0.03% 

          

New Construction Values 29,006,202  20,153,236  (8,852,966) -30.52% 

     Collin County 21,658,928  12,195,716  (9,463,212) -43.69% 

     Dallas County 7,347,274  7,957,520  610,246  8.31% 

          

Average Single Family 

Home Value  158,640  157,150  (1,490) -.94% 

     Collin County 200,560  195,817  (4,743) -2.36% 

     Dallas County 144,229  143,569  (660) -0.46% 

TRUTH-IN-TAXATION 

Texas Property Tax 

Chapter 26 of Property Tax Code 

2011Tax Roll     

 (as adjusted)       

2012 Certified         

Tax Rolls 

Change in Values 

from Prior Year 

           

Change 



Current / Proposed Tax Rate  0.770819  0.790819  $0.02  2.59% 

     Debt Rate 0.171925  0.201925  $ 0.030  17.45% 

     Operations & Maintenance 0.598894  0.588894  ($ 0.010) -1.67% 

          

Total Tax Revenue 

 

$9,429,655   $9,689,710   $ 260,055  2.76% 

     Debt 2,103,209  2,474,137  370,928  17.64% 

     Operations 7,326,446  7,215,572  (110,873) -1.55% 

          

1¢ on the tax rate (equivalent)  $ 122,333   $ 122,528   $ 195  0.16% 

TRUTH-IN-TAXATION 

Texas Property Tax 

Chapter 26 of Property Tax Code 

2011Tax Roll     

 (as adjusted)       

2012 Certified         

Tax Rolls 

Change in 

Values from 

Prior Year 

           

Change 



Effective Tax Rate (ETR) 

          

0.779629  

Rollback Tax Rate  (RTR) 

          

0.902163 

TRUTH-IN-TAXATION 

Texas Property Tax 

Chapter 26 of Property Tax Code 



 

 Transfer Removed                  ($384,000)  
 

 Revenue Increase                     $384,000 
 

 Expenditure increase                  $179,000 

                       205,205 

                     $384,205 
 

Transfer to Capital Projects         $179,000 

  

One-Time Compensation          $223,004 

 General Fund      $205,205 

 Utility Fund               $  16,019 

 SEDC                $    1,780 

 



 

REVENUE 

 

2011-2012 Budget  $11,056,466 

 

2012-2013 Proposed Budget $11,511,066 



REVENUE BY SOURCE 

Property Taxes   $7,036,517 

Sales Tax    $   833,553 

Franchise Fees   $1,444,403 

Licenses and Permits  $   323,775 

Fees     $   434,450 

Fines    $   330,000 

Interest    $       5,000 

Allocated Overhead  $   960,271 

Miscellaneous   $   143,097 



 

EXPENDITURES 

 

2011-2012 Budget   $10,917,629 

2012-2013 Proposed Budget $11,509,613 

One Time Transfer   $     179,000 



Proposed Budget Expenditure Summary 
2012-2013 Fiscal Year 

  FY 11-12 Budget FY 12-13 Proposed Change 

GENERAL FUND 
City Manager        315,743  294,468 (21,275) 
City Secretary        147,833  153,366 5,533  
Human Resources        244,145  248,104         3,959 
Finance        478,648  478,268 (380) 
Municipal Court        161,989         166,610 4,621  
Parks & Recreation        724,257  737,642 13,385  
Senior Programs        102,018  104,312 2,294 
Library Services       281,048  291,435 10,387  
Community Development        593,853  603,315 9,462 
Streets & Drainage        914,809  1,138,481 223,672  
Facilities Maintenance        297,906         325,081 27,175  
Police     2,982,277  3,170,904 188,627  
Animal Control        131,902  137,200 5,298  
Fire/EMS     2,098,024  2,209,598 111,574 
Combined Services     1,190,102      1,176,674  (13,428) 
Engineering        253,075  274,155 21,080 

    10,917,629  11,509,613 591,984  



 

REVENUE 

 

2011-2012 Budget   $  388,264 

 

2012-2013 Proposed Budget   $  417,773 



 

REVENUE BY SOURCE 

 

Sales Tax     $  410,273 

 

Interest    $      7,500 



 

EXPENDITURES 

 

2011-2012 Budget   $515,740 

 

2012-2013 Proposed Budget $487,646 



 

REVENUE 

 

2011-2012 Budgeted Revenue $7,143,378 

 

2012-2013 Proposed Revenue $7,313,131 



 

REVENUE BY SOURCE 

Water      $4,034,949 

Sewer     $2,974,482 

Fees and Charges   $   179,000 

Interest    $       3,500 

Impact Fees    $   120,000 

Miscellaneous   $       1,200 



 

EXPENDITURES 

 

2011-2012 Budget   $7,016,129 

 

2012-2013 Proposed Budget   $7,087,771 

 



Utility Fund 
Utility Administration         255,526          250,758  (4,768) 

Water Administration     3,703,858      3,780,653  76,795  

Sewer Administration     2,941,190      2,934,366  (6,824) 

Meter Reading         115,554          121,994  6,440 

      7,016,128      7,087,771  71,643  

Proposed Budget Expenditure Summary 
2012-2013 Fiscal Year 

  
FY 11-12 
Budget 

FY 12-13 
Proposed 

Change 



ITEM DEPARTMENT BUDGET 

TML attendance for City Manager City Manager $  1,000 

TML attendance for City Council and City Sec. City Secretary        $  5,337 

Council Goals Session City Secretary $  0 

Automated Time Clock Human Resources $  4,000 

Call System of Overdue Materials Library $  2,000 

Updated Codes Community Development $     300 

Equipment (1-ton chassis) Streets $24,000 

Personal Video Recorders Police $ 2,970 

Prisoner Care Police $ 1,000 

Two Patrol Vehicles Police $67,000 

SCBA Bottle Replacement Fire $  4,300 

Vehicle Repairs Fire $ 2,000 

Cardiac Monitor Fire $25,000 

Toughbooks Fire $ 9,831 

Server Replacement Combined Services $15,000 

Computer Replacement Combined Services $15,000 

                                        TOTAL $178,738 



ITEM DEPARTMENT BUDGET 

Uniforms for New Employees Parks $    550 

Street Sign Replacement Streets $ 5,000 

Equipment Rental Streets $    500 

Vehicle Repairs Facilities $    400 

Building Repairs Facilities $ 7,500 

Custodial Services Facilities $15,853 

5 Portable Radios Police $14,000 

                                        TOTAL $43,803 



General Fund 

 

 ITEMS FUNDS 

REQUESTED 44 $3,233,572 

FUNDED 13 $   195,131 



Utility Fund 

 

 
ITEMS FUNDS 

REQUESTED 2 $60,000 

FUNDED 2 $ 0 



Department Description of Program Requests Proposed Occurrence 

Combined Srvcs. Computer Replacement 

Program 
15,000 15,000 On-going 

Combined Srvcs. Service Replacement Program 15,000 15,000 On-going 

Combined Srvcs. Panasonic Toughbooks 9,831 9,831 One-time 

Facility Maint. HVAC-Public Works 7,000 7,500 On-going 

Facility Maint. HVAC-Heritage Park 7,000 0 One-time 

Fire LP-16 Monitors 50,000 25,000 One-time 

Fire Bunker Gear 10,704 4,300 One-time 

Human Res. Automated Time Clock 4,000 4,000 One-time 

Library Phone Tree 2,000 2,000 One-time 

Police Two Police Patrol Cars 67,000 67,000 One-time 

Police Portable Radios (5) 15,000 14,000 One-time 

Police Overtime Increase 10,000 10,000 On-going 

Streets Truck 1-Ton Chassis Cab 

Pickup 
24,000 24,000 One-time 



Department Description of Program Requests Proposed Occurrence 

Animal Control Truck-Used ¾ Ton Cab/Chassis 15,000 On-going 

Animal Control Full-Time Animal Control 

Attendant 
16,409 One-time 

City Secretary Secretary 49,228 One-time 

Comm. Dev. Reclass Secretary to Building 

Permit Technician 
2,415 One-time 

Comm. Dev. Comprehensive Plan Update 30,000 One-time 

Engineering Emergency Action Plan-Willow 

Lake Dam 
40,000 One-time 

Engineering Pavement Asset Mgmt. System 60,000 One-time 

Engineering Design Improv. To Maxwell 

Creek Rd. & Ranch Rd. 
400,000 One-time 

Engineering Sachse Rd. Preliminary 

Design/Feasibility Study 
1,500,000 One-time 

Facility Maint. Repaint Sachse Caboose 5,000 One-time 

Facility Maint. Part Time Custodian 13,954 On-going 



Department Description of Program Requests Proposed Occurrence 

Finance Reclass Finance Mgr. to 

Finance Director 
23,058 On-going 

Finance IT Technician 60,215 On-going 

Finance Purchasing Agent 74,742 On-going 

Fire Fire Hose Replacement 2,000 One-time 

Fire 3 Drivers 31,843 On-going 

Fire Personnel - 6 234,539 On-going 

Human Res. Pay Increases for Employees 1,880 On-going 

Human Res. Automated Performance Mgmt 

System 
4,500 One-time 

Library Book Binding Machine 1,500 One-time 

Library Two Part Time Library Clerks 31,809 On-going 



Department Description of Program Requests Proposed Occurrence 

Parks & Rec. Hazardous Waste & Shredding 

for GAC 
6,700 One-time 

Parks & Rec. Pay Increases for Employees 8,100 On-going 

Parks & Rec. Mower-72” Zero Turn Radius 9,500 One-time 

Parks & Rec. Reclass Rec. Aide, Rec. 

Coord., Crew Leader 
25,302 On-going 

Parks & Rec. Truck-3/4 Ton Crew Cab 

Pickup 
29,000 One-time 

Parks & Rec. 5th Street Park Playground & 

Parking Lot 
60,100 One-time 

Parks & Rec. Additional 50-75 Parking 

Stalls at Heritage Park 
100,000 One-time 

Police Laser Technology Scene 

Mapping System 
7,500 One-time 

Police Personnel 122,743 On-going 

Streets Williford Rd. Drainage 

Improvements 
30,000 One-time 

TOTALS 3,233,572 195,131 



Department Description of Program Requests Proposed Occurrence 

Water Utilities Ground Storage Facilities 

External Lighting 
10,000 0 One-time 

Elevated Storage External 

Lighting 
50,000 0 One-time 

TOTAL 60,000 0 



 Eligibility Criteria: 

 Employed by City of Sachse on October 1, 2012 

and still currently employed when distributed. 

 Paid out on December 7, 2012 or as soon as 

practical thereafter. 

 Must be employed at Sachse continuously 

between October 1 and December 7th. 

 Employees who start after October 1 or leave 

before December 7th are ineligible. 
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