
City Council

Sachse, Texas

Meeting Agenda

Sachse City Hall

3815 Sachse Road 

Building B 

Sachse, Texas 75048

Council Chambers7:30 PMMonday, February 18, 2013

The Mayor and Sachse City Council request that all cell phones and pagers be turned off or set to vibrate. 

Members of the audience are requested to step outside the Council Chambers to respond to a page or to 

conduct a phone conversation.

The City Council of the City of Sachse will hold a Regular Meeting on Monday, February 18, 

2013, at 7:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Sachse City Hall, 3815 Sachse Road, 

Building B, Sachse, Texas to consider the following items of business:

Invocation and Pledges of Allegiance to U.S. and Texas Flags.

A. Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America: I pledge allegiance to the 

flag of the United States of America, and to the Republic for which it stands: one nation under 

God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

B. Pledge of Allegiance to the Texas State Flag: Honor the Texas flag; I pledge allegiance to 

thee, Texas, one state under God, one and indivisible.

1. CONSENT AGENDA.

1.a ALL ITEMS LISTED ON THE CONSENT AGENDA  WILL BE CONSIDERED BY THE 

CITY COUNCIL AND WILL BE ENACTED BY ONE MOTION, THERE WILL BE NO 

SEPARATE DISCUSSION OF THESE ITEMS UNLESS A COUNCIL MEMBER OR 

CITIZEN SO REQUESTS.

13-1367 Consider approval of the minutes of the February 4, 2013, special 

meeting.

Executive Summary

Minutes from the recent Council meeting.

Council.Min.Special.2.4.13.pdfAttachments:

13-1368 Consider approval of the minutes of the February 4, 2013, regular 

meeting.

Executive Summary

Minutes from the recent Council meeting.

Council.Min 2.4.13.pdfAttachments:

13-1369 Consider approval of an ordinance calling for the May 11, 2013 City 

Officers' (City Council) election.
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Executive Summary

This ordinance formally calls for the City Council election on May 

11, 2013. The year the positions of Mayor, Council Place 5, and 

Council Place 6 are on the ballot.

Ordinance- Council Election.pdf

Dallas Co. election agreement.pdf

Attachments:

13-1361 Consider acceptance of the Quarterly Budget and Investment 

Reports for the quarter ended December 31, 2012

Executive Summary

Cash on hand at 12/31/2012 was $28,371,818 in all funds, of this 

amount $23,371,818 was available for investing.  The remaining 

$5,000,000 is held in a non-interest bearing analysis account per 

contract with American National Bank.  The average interest/yield 

on all investments was .28% and investment earnings totaled 

$13,270.

General Fund revenues are at 49% of budget and expenditures are 

at 26% as of 12/31/2012.  Utility Fund revenues are at 25% of 

budget and expenditures are at 23%.  The year-to-date budget 

status for both funds is typical for this point in the fiscal year.

1st quarter budget and investment 2013.pdfAttachments:

13-1375 Consider a resolution approving the terms and conditions of 

Addendum "A" to the service agreement, by and between the City 

of Sachse, Texas and Emergicon, L.L.C. to provide ambulance 

billing, collection services and patient care reporting hardware and 

software.

Executive Summary

Electronic Patient Care Reports (ePCR) includes State required 

patient demographic, assessment and care information collected 

anytime a person presents with a medical emergency or traumatic 

injury with or without receiving ambulance transportation.  

Recently, the company providing reporting services for Sachse 

ceased to exist and created the need to formalize agreements 

related to the State required collecting and reporting of patient 

demographic, assessment and care information and the 

transmission of that information to emergency departments.  This 

agreement accomplishes that contractual need.

Page 2 Sachse, Texas Printed on 2/15/2013



February 18, 2013City Council Meeting Agenda

51SACHSE Resolution Approving Addendum A to Emergicon Agreement59343 (2).pdf

Emergicon Service Agreement - Add A (2).pdf

Current signed agreement with Emergicon.pdf

Attachments:

13-1364 Consider the application of Steve Pirkey for approval of a 

Preliminary Plat for replat of Lots 2R and 3, Block 1, Woodbridge 

Commons Phase 1, on approximately 2.083 acres, on the north 

side of Ranch Road, at the intersection with State Highway 78.

Executive Summary

The applicant is requesting to replat the two existing lots and the 

recently abandoned portion of the Cody Lane right-of-way on 

approximately 2.083 acres.

CD - WB COMMONS PH1 LT 2R1 BLK 1 PP - ATTACHMENT 1.pdf

CD - WB COMMONS PH1 LT 2R1 BLK 1 PP - EXHIBIT A.pdf

Attachments:

2. MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL ANNOUNCEMENTS REGARDING SPECIAL EVENTS, 

CURRENT ACTIVITIES, AND LOCAL ACHIEVEMENTS.

13-1373 Presentation of Life Saving Awards by Mayor Felix.

Executive Summary

Mayor will present Life Saving Awards to Public Safety Employees.

13-1370 Proclamation declaring February 21-24, 2013 as Delta Sigma 

Theta Sorority Days.

Executive Summary

This proclamation recognizes 100 years of service by this sorority.

Proc. Delta Sigma Theta.pdf

Request for Proclamation..pdf

Attachments:

3. CITIZEN INPUT.

The public is invited at this time to address the Council. The Mayor will ask you to come to the Microphone and 

state your name and address for the record. If your remarks pertain to a specific Agenda item, please hold them 

until that item, at which time the Mayor may solicit your comments.

The City Council is prohibited from discussing any item not on the posted agenda according 

to the Texas Open Meetings Act.

4. REGULAR AGENDA ITEMS.

13-1371 Consider an ordinance ordering an election on proposed 

amendments to the Home Rule Charter of the City of Sachse to be 

held on May 11, 2013, in conjunction with the election for City 

Officers; Proposing amendments to the Home Rule City Charter; 
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Authorizing the City Manager to execute an election services 

contract with the Dallas County Elections Department; and naming 

an effective date.

Executive Summary

The Charter Review Commission completed their work on and their 

recommendation was presented to the City Council for review at 

the February 4th Council meeting. This ordinance calls the election 

for the voters to decide the Home Rule Charter propositions.

Ordinance- Charter Amendments Version1.pdf

Ordinance-Charter Amendments Version 2.pdf

Charter Review Comm. recommendation.pdf

Attachments:

13-1307 Consider approval of an Ordinance of the City of Sachse, Texas, 

amending the Sachse Code of Ordinances by amending Chapter 

11, titled "Zoning", Article 4 titled "General Provisions Applying to 

All or Several Districts" by adding Section 10 titled "Outdoor 

Lighting".

Executive Summary

This item is associated with creating lighting regulations for 

non-residential development in the City.  City Council previously 

conducted a public hearing on this item at the January 21, 2013 

meeting.  Due to the recommended changes by City Council at this 

meeting, City Council elected to postpone the item to the February 

18, 2013 meeting to allow adequate time to notify surrounding 

residents that would potentially be impacted by the changes 

associated with extended lighting times near Heritage Park and 

Salmon Park.

CD - LIGHTING - ATTACHMENT 1.pdf

CD - LIGHTING - ATTACHMENT 2.pdf

CD - LIGHTING - DRAFT ORD VERSION 1.pdf

CD - LIGHTING - DRAFT ORD VERSION 2.pdf

CD - LIGHTING - DRAFT ORD VERSION 3.pdf

Attachments:

13-1372 Consider action to establish a roll-out date for broadcast of Council 

meetings.

Executive Summary

City Council meetings are being video recorded and now have the 

capability to be broadcast.
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Whitlock letter.pdfAttachments:

13-1366 Discuss the existing perimeter masonry walls associated with 

portions of the Sachse on the Creek Phases 1 & 2, Park Lake 

Estates Phases 2 & 4, Hudson Crossing Phases 1 & 2, and 

Westgate subdivisions.

Executive Summary

Masonry walls were constructed as part of the Sachse on the 

Creek Phases 1 & 2, Park Lake Estates Phases 2 & 4, Hudson 

Crossing Phases 1 & 2, and Westgate subdivisions.  The long-term 

maintenance options for these portions of perimeter masonry walls 

will be discussed.

CD - MASONRY WALLS DISCUSSION - PRESENTATION.pdf

CD - MASONRY WALLS DISCUSSION - ATTACHMENT 1.pdf

CD - MASONRY WALLS DISCUSSION - ATTACHMENT 2.pdf

CD - MASONRY WALLS DISCUSSION - ATTACHMENT 3.pdf

CD - MASONRY WALLS DISCUSSION - ATTACHMENT 4.pdf

CD - MASONRY WALLS DISCUSSION - ATTACHMENT 5.pdf

CD - MASONRY WALLS DISCUSSION - ATTACHMENT 6.pdf

CD - MASONRY WALLS DISCUSSION - ATTACHMENT 7.pdf

Attachments:

13-1374 The City Council shall convene into Executive Session pursuant to 

the TEXAS GOVERNMENT CODE, Section §551.071 

(Consultation with Attorney) and § 551.087 (Economic 

Development) to seek legal advice and to deliberate on economic 

development incentives and financial prospects for property located 

on the Northwest side of State Highway 78, approximately 500 feet 

Northeast of the intersection of Ranch Road and State Highway 78.

Consider any action necessary as a result of executive session.

Executive Summary

Closed Executive Session as provided by State Law.

5. ADJOURNMENT.

Vision Statement: Sachse is a friendly, vibrant community offering a safe and enjoyable quality of life to all who 

call Sachse home.
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The City of Sachse reserves the right to reconvene, recess or realign the regular session or 

called Executive Session or order of business at any time prior to adjournment. Note: The 

Sachse City Council reserves the right to convene into Executive Session pursuant to the 

Texas Government Code, Title 5, Chapter 551 regarding posted items on the regular meeting 

agenda.

State law prohibits the introduction or discussion of any item of business not posted at least 

seventy-two (72) hours prior to the meeting time. Therefore, during Citizen Input for example, 

the Council is prohibited by state law to deliberate or take action on any issues introduced by 

the public other than to take them under advisement. Posted: February 15,  2013; 5:00 p.m. 

Terry Smith, City Secretary _________________.

If you plan to attend this public meeting and you have a disability that requires special 

arrangements at the meeting, please contact Terry Smith, City Secretary, at (972) 495-1212, 

48 business hours prior to the scheduled meeting date. Reasonable accommodations will be 

made to assist your needs.
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3815 Sachse Road Building

B
Sachse, Texas 75048

Sachse, Texas

Legislation Details (With Text)

File #:  Version: 113-1367 Name: Consider apprioval of the minutes of the Janury 21, 
2013, regular meeting.

Status:Type: Agenda Item Agenda Ready

File created: In control:2/8/2013 City Council

On agenda: Final action:2/18/2013

Title: Consider approval of the minutes of the February 4, 2013, special meeting.

Executive Summary
Minutes from the recent Council meeting.

Sponsors:

Indexes:

Code sections:

Attachments: Council.Min.Special.2.4.13.pdf

Action ByDate Action ResultVer.

Title
Consider approval of the minutes of the February 4, 2013, special meeting.

Executive Summary
Minutes from the recent Council meeting.

Background
Minutes form the most recent Council meeting on February 4, 2013, for review and approval.

Policy Considerations
Not applicable.

Budgetary Considerations
Not applicable.

Staff Recommendations
Approval of the minutes of the February 4, 2013, special meeting, as a Consent Agenda Item.
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Sachse City Hall
3815 Sachse Road Building

B
Sachse, Texas 75048

Sachse, Texas

Legislation Details (With Text)

File #:  Version: 113-1368 Name: Consider apprioval of the minutes of the Janury 21, 
2013, regular meeting.

Status:Type: Agenda Item Agenda Ready

File created: In control:2/8/2013 City Council

On agenda: Final action:2/18/2013

Title: Consider approval of the minutes of the February 4, 2013, regular meeting.

Executive Summary
Minutes from the recent Council meeting.

Sponsors:

Indexes:

Code sections:

Attachments: Council.Min 2.4.13.pdf

Action ByDate Action ResultVer.

Title
Consider approval of the minutes of the February 4, 2013, regular meeting.

Executive Summary
Minutes from the recent Council meeting.

Background
Minutes form the most recent Council meeting on February 4, 2013, for review and approval.

Policy Considerations
Not applicable.

Budgetary Considerations
Not applicable.

Staff Recommendations
Approval of the minutes of the February 4, 2013, regular meeting, as a Consent Agenda Item.
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Sachse, Texas

Legislation Details (With Text)

File #:  Version: 113-1369 Name: Consider approval of an ordinance calling for the 
May 11, 2013 City Officers' (City Council) election.

Status:Type: Agenda Item Agenda Ready

File created: In control:2/8/2013 City Council

On agenda: Final action:2/18/2013

Title: Consider approval of an ordinance calling for the May 11, 2013 City Officers' (City Council) election.

Executive Summary
This ordinance formally calls for the City Council election on May 11, 2013. The year the positions of 
Mayor, Council Place 5, and Council Place 6 are on the ballot.

Sponsors:

Indexes:

Code sections:

Attachments: Ordinance- Council Election.pdf

Dallas Co. election agreement.pdf

Action ByDate Action ResultVer.

Title
Consider approval of an ordinance calling for the May 11, 2013 City Officers' (City Council) 
election.

Executive Summary
This ordinance formally calls for the City Council election on May 11, 2013. The year the 
positions of Mayor, Council Place 5, and Council Place 6 are on the ballot.

Background
This ordinance calls the City Council election and authorizes the City Manager to execute a 
joint election agreement with Dallas Council to conduct the election and provide training, and 
equipment.

Policy Considerations
Dallas County has provided election training and equipment for the past 20 years to the City.

Budgetary Considerations
Funds are budgeted for this election in the 2012-13 budget for election expenses.

Staff Recommendations
Approval of an ordinance calling for the May 11, 2013 City Officers' (City Council) election, as 
a Consent Agenda Item.
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Sachse City Hall
3815 Sachse Road Building

B
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Sachse, Texas

Legislation Details (With Text)

File #:  Version: 113-1361 Name: 1st Quarter Budget and Investment Report

Status:Type: Agenda Item Agenda Ready

File created: In control:2/5/2013 City Council

On agenda: Final action:2/18/2013

Title: Consider acceptance of the Quarterly Budget and Investment Reports for the quarter ended 
December 31, 2012

Executive Summary
Cash on hand at 12/31/2012 was $28,371,818 in all funds, of this amount $23,371,818 was available 
for investing.  The remaining $5,000,000 is held in a non-interest bearing analysis account per 
contract with American National Bank.  The average interest/yield on all investments was .28% and 
investment earnings totaled $13,270.

General Fund revenues are at 49% of budget and expenditures are at 26% as of 12/31/2012.  Utility 
Fund revenues are at 25% of budget and expenditures are at 23%.  The year-to-date budget status 
for both funds is typical for this point in the fiscal year.

Sponsors:

Indexes:

Code sections:

Attachments: 1st quarter budget and investment 2013.pdf

Action ByDate Action ResultVer.

Title
Consider acceptance of the Quarterly Budget and Investment Reports for the quarter ended 
December 31, 2012

Executive Summary
Cash on hand at 12/31/2012 was $28,371,818 in all funds, of this amount $23,371,818 was 
available for investing.  The remaining $5,000,000 is held in a non-interest bearing analysis 
account per contract with American National Bank.  The average interest/yield on all 
investments was .28% and investment earnings totaled $13,270.

General Fund revenues are at 49% of budget and expenditures are at 26% as of 12/31/2012.  
Utility Fund revenues are at 25% of budget and expenditures are at 23%.  The year-to-date 
budget status for both funds is typical for this point in the fiscal year.

Background
Every quarter, the Finance Department releases a report on the City's finances.  The report is 
divided into two sections:  Budget and Investments.  The Budget section generally includes 
revenues and expenditures for the General, Utility, Debt Service,  and Special Revenue 
Funds, as well as a summary of Capital Project Expenditures.  The Investment Report 
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provides investment fund details for the Money Market, Investment Pool, and Certificate of 
Deposit accounts.

It is the strategy of the City to maintain a high percentage of idle funds invested in safe, 
secure and liquid investment securities and pooled investment types in accordance with the 
Public Funds Investment Act and City policy.

Policy Considerations
The Public Funds Investment Act (PFIA) requires that the Investment Officers prepare and 
submit quarterly a written report of investment transactions for all funds covered by the 
Investment Policy.

Budgetary Considerations
There are no significant aberrations in the budget that would require budget amendments at 
this time.

Staff Recommendations
Staff recommends acceptance of the Quarterly Budget and Investment Reports for the 
quarter ending December 31, 2012 as a Consent Agenda item.
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Sachse City Hall
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B
Sachse, Texas 75048

Sachse, Texas

Legislation Details (With Text)

File #:  Version: 113-1375 Name: Emergicon Agreement Addendum for ePCR 
software and hardware

Status:Type: Agenda Item Agenda Ready

File created: In control:2/12/2013 City Council

On agenda: Final action:2/18/2013

Title: Consider a resolution approving the terms and conditions of Addendum "A" to the service agreement, 
by and between the City of Sachse, Texas and Emergicon, L.L.C. to provide ambulance billing, 
collection services and patient care reporting hardware and software.

Executive Summary
Electronic Patient Care Reports (ePCR) includes State required patient demographic, assessment 
and care information collected anytime a person presents with a medical emergency or traumatic 
injury with or without receiving ambulance transportation.  Recently, the company providing reporting 
services for Sachse ceased to exist and created the need to formalize agreements related to the State 
required collecting and reporting of patient demographic, assessment and care information and the 
transmission of that information to emergency departments.  This agreement accomplishes that 
contractual need.

Sponsors:

Indexes:

Code sections:

Attachments: 51SACHSE Resolution Approving Addendum A to Emergicon Agreement59343 (2).pdf

Emergicon Service Agreement - Add A (2).pdf

Current signed agreement with Emergicon.pdf

Action ByDate Action ResultVer.

Title
Consider a resolution approving the terms and conditions of Addendum "A" to the service
agreement, by and between the City of Sachse, Texas and Emergicon, L.L.C. to provide
ambulance billing, collection services and patient care reporting hardware and software.

Executive Summary
Electronic Patient Care Reports (ePCR) includes State required patient demographic, 
assessment and care information collected anytime a person presents with a medical 
emergency or traumatic injury with or without receiving ambulance transportation.  Recently, 
the company providing reporting services for Sachse ceased to exist and created the need to 
formalize agreements related to the State required collecting and reporting of patient 
demographic, assessment and care information and the transmission of that information to 
emergency departments.  This agreement accomplishes that contractual need.

Background
In July 2011, the company contracted to provide ambulance billing, collections and the 
hardware and software needed to complete electronic patient care reports (ePCR) ceased to 
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exist. Since that time, we have attempted to obtain an agreement with the company that took 
over the patient care reporting software with no success. We are now faced with the loss of 
our current ePCR software vendor. While searching for solutions our current billing company 
Emergicon, offered to accept a flat fee for the remainder of FY13 with a contract addendum 
for FY14 to provide both hardware and software. The agreement also replaces the hardware 
in 3 years.

Policy Considerations
Continuation of the State required patient care documentation and reporting for the operation 
of ambulance services.

Budgetary Considerations
In the FY 2013 budget, Sachse budgeted approximately $9,000 for new hardware for patient 
care reporting in anticipation of needing to purchase them apart from the ePCR provider. In 
subsequent negotiations, however, Emergicon agreed to provide turn-key services to the City 
at the same rate as the prior provider for future years.  The agreement increases the amount 
paid to Emergicon from 5% to 10% on the total amount collected starting October 2013, 
which is the same percentage paid in prior years.

Staff Recommendations
Staff recommends approval of a resolution approving the terms and conditions of Addendum 
"A" to the service agreement, by and between the City of Sachse, Texas and Emergicon, 
L.L.C. to provide ambulance billing and collection services.
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59343 

RESOLUTION NO. ________ 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SACHSE, TEXAS, 
APPROVING THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF ADDENDUM “A” TO THE 
SERVICE AGREEMENT, BY AND BETWEEN THE CITY OF SACHSE, TEXAS AND 
EMERGICON, L.L.C. TO PROVIDE AMBULANCE BILLING AND COLLECTION 
SERVICES; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.  
 
 WHEREAS, the City and Emergicon, L.L.C. (“Emergicon”) previously entered a 
Service Agreement whereby Emergicon, L.L.C. would provide ambulance billing and collection 
services; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council has been presented with a proposed Addendum A to the 
Service Agreement, a copy of which is attached hereto, which shall allow the purchase, use and 
training of software and hardware from ESO Solutions in the amount of $9,000 which is 
budgeted for 2013; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City agrees to increase the compensation to Emergicon for the total 
amount collected on accounts from 5% to 10%; and 
 

WHEREAS, upon full review and consideration of the Addendum A and all matters 
related thereto, the City Council is of the opinion and finds that the terms and conditions thereof 
should be approved, and that the City Manager should be authorized to execute the Addendum A 
on behalf of the City of Sachse, Texas; 
 
 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF SACHSE, TEXAS: 
   
 SECTION 1. That the City Manager is hereby authorized to execute Addendum A, 
attached hereto, to the Service Agreement previously entered into with Emergicon. 
 
 SECTION 2. This Resolution shall take effect immediately from and after its passage, and 
it is accordingly so resolved. 
 
 DULY RESOLVED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Sachse, Texas, 
this the ______ day of _______________, 2013. 
 
      CITY OF SACHSE, TEXAS 

 
______________________________________ 
Mike Felix, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
______________________________________ 
Terry Smith, City Secretary 
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ADDENDUM A 

This document is an addendum to the Service Agreement between Emergicon, L.L.C. and the City of 
Sachse.  It is understood that the following software is being purchased from ESO Solutions by The 
City of Sachse through a Service Agreement with Emergicon, L.L.C.   

 
Emergicon agrees to pay the above mentioned software fees to ESO Solutions as well as provide three 
(3) fully rugged mobile computers acceptable to the City of Sachse.   
 
The contract between ESO Solutions and the City of Sachse will automatically renew annually 
according to the ESO Solutions Software License Agreement 
 
Cancellation fees 
Should the City of Sachse terminate Emergicon’s Service Agreement or ESO’s Subscription 
Agreement within twelve (12) months of the date of this Addendum, The City of Sachse will be 
responsible for full payment to Emergicon of a cancellation fee equal to the total cost ($10,637.00) 
plus the actual cost of hardware provided less any initial payment made by the City of Sachse.  
Emergicon will invoice the City of Sachse upon written notice of cancellation and payment will be due 
30 days from cancellation date.  
 
Compensation 
In consideration for providing the agreed upon billing services in the Service Agreement, ESO Pro 
Suite detailed above and hardware, the City of Sachse will amend Section 2.02 of the Service 
Agreement to pay Emergicon one initial payment of $9,000, due at signing of Addendum A and not to 
reoccur.  Additionally, as of October 2013, the City of Sachse will amend Section 2.02 of the Service 
Agreement to pay Emergicon ten percent (10%) of the total amount collected on the Account.   
 
EMERGICON, L.L.C.    City of Sachse 
 
By:                                                                By:                                                              
Name: Christopher Turner    Name: Billy George 
Title:    President & CEO    Title:   City Manager 
 
Date:                                                           Date:                                                              

Attachment 1
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Legislation Details (With Text)

File #:  Version: 113-1364 Name: CD - WB COMMONS PH1 LT 2R1 BLK 1 PP

Status:Type: Agenda Item Agenda Ready

File created: In control:2/7/2013 City Council

On agenda: Final action:2/18/2013

Title: Consider the application of Steve Pirkey for approval of a Preliminary Plat for replat of Lots 2R and 3, 
Block 1, Woodbridge Commons Phase 1, on approximately 2.083 acres, on the north side of Ranch 
Road, at the intersection with State Highway 78.

Executive Summary
The applicant is requesting to replat the two existing lots and the recently abandoned portion of the 
Cody Lane right-of-way on approximately 2.083 acres.

Sponsors:

Indexes:

Code sections:

Attachments: CD - WB COMMONS PH1 LT 2R1 BLK 1 PP - ATTACHMENT 1.pdf

CD - WB COMMONS PH1 LT 2R1 BLK 1 PP - EXHIBIT A.pdf

Action ByDate Action ResultVer.

Title
Consider the application of Steve Pirkey for approval of a Preliminary Plat for replat of Lots
2R and 3, Block 1, Woodbridge Commons Phase 1, on approximately 2.083 acres, on the
north side of Ranch Road, at the intersection with State Highway 78.

Executive Summary
The applicant is requesting to replat the two existing lots and the recently abandonedportion
of the Cody Lane right-of-way on approximately 2.083 acres.

Background
The 2.083-acre (approximately 90,748 square feet) subject property is located on the north
side of Ranch Road, at the intersection with State Highway 78 (SH78) (Attachment 1 - Aerial
Location Map). The applicant is proposing to replat two existing lots, Lots 2R and 3, Block 1,
as Lots 2R-1 and 3, Block 1, respectively. The proposed Preliminary Plat is included as
Exhibit A.

These two lots are part of a Conveyance Plat that was administratively approved by City staff
on December 13, 2012 and recorded at Collin County on December 13, 2012. The proposed
Lot 2R-1, is the same land area that was originally platted as part of this subdivision on
September20, 2011. The proposed Lot 3 was not part of the original plat for this subdivision,
and was created in part by the abandonmentof a portion of the original alignment of Cody
Lane coupled with contiguous land area under ownership by the same land owner. The
abandonment of right-of-way was approved by the City Council on November 19, 2012 via
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Ordinance 3435.

The right-of-way for Cody Lane was originally dedicated with the anticipated relocation of
major communication infrastructure associated with the adjacent radar tower. Relocation
would have required costly and lengthy approvals, some of which would need federal
government approval due to the nature of the communication infrastructure. The costs and
approvals associated with relocating the communication infrastructure became cost
prohibitive; therefore, an alternative option was sought. The new alignment of Cody Lane is
located farther to the northwest. Cody Lane is currently approaching completion of
construction

Planning and Zoning Commission approved the Preliminary Plat on January 28, 2013.

Policy Considerations
The proposed Preliminary Plat meets the standards of the City of Sachse Code of
Ordinances and of Ordinance No. 1916, a Planned Development (PD-19) and is designed in
accordance with the zoning of the property.

The Preliminary Plat has been reviewed by the City Engineer and has been found to be in
compliance with the City of Sachse Code of Ordinances.

Budgetary Considerations
None.

Staff Recommendations
Staff recommends approval of a Preliminary Plat for replat of Lots 2R and 3, Block 1,
Woodbridge Commons Phase 1, on approximately 2.083 acres, on the north side of Ranch
Road, at the intersection with State Highway 78, as a Consent Agenda item.
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Legislation Details (With Text)

File #:  Version: 113-1373 Name: Presentation of Life Saving Awards by Mayor Felix

Status:Type: Agenda Item Agenda Ready

File created: In control:2/11/2013 City Council

On agenda: Final action:2/18/2013

Title: Presentation of Life Saving Awards by Mayor Felix.

Executive Summary
Mayor will present Life Saving Awards to Public Safety Employees.

Sponsors:

Indexes:

Code sections:

Attachments:

Action ByDate Action ResultVer.

Title
Presentation of Life Saving Awards by Mayor Felix.

Executive Summary
Mayor will present Life Saving Awards to Public Safety Employees.

Background
On 1-1-13 Sachse Communications Officer Massie received a call of a medical emergency 
with the patient not breathing. Ms. Massie dispatched police and fire personnel to the location 
and led the caller through Emergency Medical Procedures and CPR. Officer Glover arrived 
and began CPR and continued until being relieved by the Fire Department personnel. Fire 
personnel stabilized the patient and delivered them to the hospital with a pulse and breathing. 

Policy Considerations
None

Budgetary Considerations
None

Staff Recommendations
Mayor present Life Saving Awards to: Communications Officer Massie; Officer Glover; Fire 
Rescue Specialist Paramedic Taylor Cross; Fire Rescue Specialist Paramedic John Morris; 
Lt. Chris Hall; Fire Rescue Specialist Paramedic Brian Crutcher; Fire Rescue Specialist 
Paramedic Daniel Malone. 
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Sachse City Hall
3815 Sachse Road Building

B
Sachse, Texas 75048

Sachse, Texas

Legislation Details (With Text)

File #:  Version: 113-1370 Name: Proclamation declaring February 21-24, 2013 as 
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority Days

Status:Type: Agenda Item Agenda Ready

File created: In control:2/8/2013 City Council

On agenda: Final action:2/18/2013

Title: Proclamation declaring February 21-24, 2013 as Delta Sigma Theta Sorority Days.

Executive Summary
This proclamation recognizes 100 years of service by this sorority.

Sponsors:

Indexes:

Code sections:

Attachments: Proc. Delta Sigma Theta.pdf

Request for Proclamation..pdf

Action ByDate Action ResultVer.

Title
Proclamation declaring February 21-24, 2013 as Delta Sigma Theta Sorority Days.

Executive Summary
This proclamation recognizes 100 years of service by this sorority.

Background
Ms.Jeannie Brew has requested this proclamation on behalf of Delta Sigma Sorority. It 
recognizes 100 years of service by the sorority. Ms. Brew will be here to accept the 
proclamation.

Policy Considerations
None

Budgetary Considerations
None

Staff Recommendations
Mayor Felix present the Proclamation declaring February 21-24, 2013 as Delta Sigma Theta 
Sorority Days.

Sachse, Texas Printed on 2/15/2013Page 1 of 1

powered by Legistar™







Sachse City Hall
3815 Sachse Road Building

B
Sachse, Texas 75048

Sachse, Texas

Legislation Details (With Text)

File #:  Version: 113-1371 Name: Consider an ordinance calling for the charter 
amendment election on May 11, 2013.

Status:Type: Agenda Item Agenda Ready

File created: In control:2/8/2013 City Council

On agenda: Final action:2/18/2013

Title: Consider an ordinance ordering an election on proposed amendments to the Home Rule Charter of 
the City of Sachse to be held on May 11, 2013, in conjunction with the election for City Officers; 
Proposing amendments to the Home Rule City Charter; Authorizing the City Manager to execute an 
election services contract with the Dallas County Elections Department; and naming an effective date.

Executive Summary
The Charter Review Commission completed their work on and their recommendation was presented 
to the City Council for review at the February 4th Council meeting. This ordinance calls the election for 
the voters to decide the Home Rule Charter propositions.

Sponsors:

Indexes:

Code sections:

Attachments: Ordinance- Charter Amendments Version1.pdf

Ordinance-Charter Amendments Version 2.pdf

Charter Review Comm. recommendation.pdf

Action ByDate Action ResultVer.

Title
Consider an ordinance ordering an election on proposed amendments to the Home Rule 
Charter of the City of Sachse to be held on May 11, 2013, in conjunction with the election for 
City Officers; Proposing amendments to the Home Rule City Charter; Authorizing the City 
Manager to execute an election services contract with the Dallas County Elections 
Department; and naming an effective date.

Executive Summary
The Charter Review Commission completed their work on and their recommendation was 
presented to the City Council for review at the February 4th Council meeting. This ordinance 
calls the election for the voters to decide the Home Rule Charter propositions.

Background
The Charter Review Commission made up of 14 Council appointed citizens, completed their 
work on January 17, 2013 and their recommendations were presented to the Council on 
February 4th. City Attorney Pete Smith reviewed the recommendations with the Council and 
will return for this meeting.

Please see attached documents.
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File #: 13-1371, Version: 1

The last Charter election was held in 2006.

Policy Considerations
There are policy considerations for each proposed change to the Home Rule Charter and 
City Attorney Pete Smith reviewed most at the last meeting. He will be present for any further 
questions.

Budgetary Considerations
None.

Staff Recommendations
Approval of an ordinance ordering an election on proposed amendments to the Home Rule 
Charter of the City of Sachse to be held on May 11, 2013, in conjunction with the election for 
City Officers; Proposing amendments to the Home Rule City Charter; Authorizing the City 
Manager to execute an election services contract with the Dallas County Elections 
Department; and naming an effective date.
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ORDINANCE NO. ______ 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF SACHSE, TEXAS, ORDERING AN 
ELECTION ON PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE HOME RULE 
CITY CHARTER OF THE CITY OF SACHSE TO BE HELD ON MAY 11, 
2013, IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE ELECTION FOR CITY 
OFFICERS; PROVIDING FOR THE PUBLICATION AND POSTING OF 
NOTICE; PROPOSING AMENDMENTS TO THE HOME RULE CITY 
CHARTER OF THE CITY OF SACHSE; AUTHORIZING THE CITY 
MANAGER TO EXECUTE AN ELECTION SERVICES CONTRACT 
WITH DALLAS COUNTY ELECTIONS DEPARTMENT; AND 
PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 
 WHEREAS, the City Council has received a report from the 2013 City of Sachse 
Charter Review Commission recommending to the City Council proposed amendments to the 
Home Rule Charter for the City of Sachse; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council has reviewed the report from the 2013 City of Sachse 
Charter Review Commission and the Home Rule Charter of the City of Sachse and has 
determined that certain amendments are in the best interest of the citizens and to comply with 
state law; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council, after due consideration, desires to conduct a special 
election on proposed amendments to the Home Rule Charter on the uniform election date of 
May 11, 2013; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF SACHSE, TEXAS: 
 

SECTION 1.  That a special election is hereby ordered to be held on May 11, 2013, for 
the purpose of submitting to the qualified voters of the City for their approval or disapproval the 
proposed amendments to the Home Rule Charter of the City of Sachse, Texas, contained in 
Exhibit “A” attached hereto and made a part of this Ordinance for all purposes. 

 
SECTION 2.  That notice of the election shall be posted on the bulletin board used to 

post notice of the City Council meetings, be published in a newspaper of general circulation in 
the City, and include a substantial copy of the proposed amendments. That said notice must be 
published on the same day in each of two successive weeks, with the first publication occurring 
no earlier than the thirtieth day and no later than the fourteenth day before the date of the 
election.  A copy of the published notice that contains the name of the newspaper and the date of 
publication shall be retained as a record of such notice, and such person posting the notice shall 
make a record of the time of posting, starting date and the place of posting. 

 
SECTION 3.  That the election on the proposed Charter amendments shall be conducted 

in accordance with an Election Services Contract between the City of Sachse and the Dallas 
County Elections Department for the election on May 11, 2013. The City Manager and/or the 
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City Secretary are hereby authorized to execute an Election Services Contract with the Dallas 
County Elections Department for the election on May 11, 2013, and any amendments thereto.  

 
SECTION 4.  That the City Secretary shall present the election returns to the City of 

Sachse City Council at a City Council meeting for the canvassing of said election in accordance 
with the Texas Election Code. 

 
SECTION 5.  That each amendment submitted must contain only one subject, and the 

ballot shall be prepared in a manner that the voters may vote “for” or “against” any amendment 
or amendments without voting “for” or “against” all of said amendments.  Each such proposed 
amendment, if approved by the majority of the qualified voters voting at said election, shall 
become a part of the Charter of the City of Sachse, Texas. 
 
 SECTION 6.  That the ballot propositions for the proposed amendments to the Charter 
are as follows: 
 

Proposition 1 
 
Shall Article III, Section 3.01 and Section 3.06 (4) of the Home Rule Charter be 
amended to conform to State law regarding the number of candidates qualifying 
for a city council runoff election? 
 

Proposition 2 
 
Shall Article III, Section 3.04 of the Home Rule Charter be amended regarding 
procedures for reimbursement of expenses for city council members? 
 

Proposition 3 
 

Shall Article III, Section 3.05 (1) of the Home Rule Charter be amended to 
authorize the city manager or other official to sign official city documents when 
authorized by the city council? 
 

Proposition 4 
 
Shall Article III, Section 3.13 of the Home Rule Charter be amended to correct a 
grammatical error? 
 

Proposition 5 
 
Shall Article III, Section 3.14 (1) of the Home Rule Charter be amended 
regarding the procedures for providing a copy of a proposed ordinance to  the city 
council and the public prior to the council meeting at which such ordinance is to 
be considered? 
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Proposition 6 
 
Shall Article III, Section 3.14 (2) of the Home Rule Charter be amended 
regarding the procedure for the adoption of an ordinance containing amendments 
made to the ordinance after the ordinance has been placed on the meeting agenda 
to require the mayor to announce at the meeting the amendments made to the 
ordinance? 
 

Proposition 7 
 
Shall Article III, Section 3.14 (3) of the Home Rule Charter be amended to 
conform to State law regarding the publication of the caption of an ordinance? 
 

Proposition 8 
 
Shall Article V, Section 5.05 (1) of the Home Rule Charter be amended regarding 
the order of business for the meeting at which the induction into office of newly 
elected members of the city council occurs? 
 

Proposition 9 
 
Shall Article VI, Section 6.04 (1) of the Home Rule Charter be amended to 
conform to State law regarding signers of a petition for calling an initiative, 
referendum or recall election? 
 

Proposition 10 
 
Shall Article VI, Section 6.09 of the Home Rule Charter be amended to conform 
to State law regarding the time period for calling an election for the recall of a 
member of the city council? 
 

Proposition 11 
 
Shall Article VI, Section 6.12 (1) of the Home Rule Charter be amended to 
correct a grammatical error? 

 
Proposition 12 

 
Shall Article VII, Section 7.02 of the Home Rule Charter be amended regarding 
the date by which the city manager must submit the proposed budget to the city 
council? 
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Proposition 13 
 
Shall Article VII, Section 7.05 of the Home Rule Charter be amended to provide 
that the procedures for adoption of the City’s official annual budget be consistent 
with State law? 

 
Proposition 14 

 
Shall the first sentence of Article VII, Section 7.10 of the Home Rule Charter be 
amended regarding the locations for filing the annual budget when adopted? 
 

Proposition 15 
 

Shall the second sentence of Article VII, Section 7.10 of the Home Rule Charter 
be amended to delete specific methods for printing the city budget following 
adoption? 
 

Proposition 16 
 
Shall Article VII, Section 7.15(1) of the Home Rule Charter be amended to 
conform to State law regarding procedures for awarding city contracts and 
purchases? 
 

Proposition 17 
 
Shall Article VII, Section 7.18 of the Home Rule Charter be amended to authorize 
for an additional year, the use of the same audit firm which performed the city’s 
independent audit for the five previous years when no other audit firm has offered 
to provide such services? 
 

Proposition 18 
 

Shall Article VIII, Section 8.01 (3) of the Home Rule Charter be amended 
regarding the submission of minutes of the meetings of boards, commissions and 
committees to the city council in lieu of written reports? 
 

Proposition 19 
 

Shall Article VIII, Section 8.01 (4) of the Home Rule Charter be amended to be 
consistent with State law regarding persons eligible to be appointed to city boards, 
commissions and committees while holding city office or a compensated 
appointive position? 
 

Proposition 20 
 

Shall Article VIII, Section 8.01 (5) of the Home Rule Charter be amended 
regarding the procedure for removal and appointment of members of city boards, 
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commissions and committees following absences from three consecutive regular 
meetings? 
 

Proposition 21 
 

Shall Section 9.05 of Article IX of the Home Rule Charter be repealed and Article 
VIII, Section 8.02 (2) amended to add the provisions regarding the establishment, 
membership and procedures for the board of adjustment formerly in Section 9.05 
with amendments to conform to State law? 
 

Proposition 22 
 

Shall Article VIII, Section 8.03 of the Home Rule Charter be amended to be 
consistent with State law regarding appeals to the city council from decisions of 
city boards, commissions and committees? 
 

Proposition 23 
 

Shall Article IX, Section 9.01 (1) of the Home Rule Charter be amended to 
authorize the city council to provide for the appointment of alternate members to 
the planning and zoning commission to serve in the absence of regular members? 

 
Proposition 24 
 

Shall Article IX, Section 9.01 (1) of the Home Rule Charter be amended 
regarding the deadline for filling a vacancy on the planning and zoning 
commission? 
 

Proposition 25 
 

Shall Article IX, Section 9.04 (1), (2) and (3) of the Home Rule Charter be 
amended to be consistent with State law by changing the phrase “Master Plan” to 
read “Comprehensive Plan”? 
 

Proposition 26 
 

Shall Article IX, Section 9.04 (3) of the Home Rule Charter be amended 
regarding approval of changes to the Comprehensive Plan? 
 

Proposition 27 
 

Shall Article X, Section 10.02 (1) of the Home Rule Charter be amended 
regarding the procedure for the passage of an ordinance granting a franchise? 

 
SECTION 7.  That should any word, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, clause, phrase or 

section of this ordinance be adjudged or held to be void or unconstitutional, the same shall not 
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affect the validity of the remaining portions of said ordinance, which shall remain in full force 
and effect. 
 
 SECTION 8. That this Ordinance shall become effective from and after its date of 
passage in accordance with law. 

 
DULY APPROVED AND PASSED by the City Council of the City of Sachse, Texas 

on the 18th day of February, 2013. 
 

      APPROVED: 
 
              
      Mike Felix 
      Mayor 
 
      DULY ENROLLED: 
 
              
      Terry Smith 

City Secretary 
 
 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

  
Peter G. Smith, City Attorney 
(PGS:2-13-13 :TM 59296)
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Sec. 3.01 – COMPOSITION 
 

The council shall be composed of a mayor and six (6) council-
members. Each council position shall be designated as a Place, to be 
determined as set forth in Sec. 3.02 of this Article. The mayor and council 
members shall be elected at large, and shall serve for a term of three (3) 
years as prescribed by the Texas Election Code and until his or her  
successor has been elected and duly qualified. Elections for two places 
shall be held each year, and the election for mayor shall be held every 
three years. If the candidate with the highest number of votes in an 
election receives less than a majority vote, then a runoff election shall be 
held between the two

 

 candidates receiving the highest number of votes. 
Such runoff election shall be held pursuant to the provisions of the Texas 
Election Code and applicable ordinances.  

Sec. 3.04 – COMPENSATION 
 
 Compensation of the members of the city council shall be 
determined by the city council by ordinance, but no increase in such 
compensation shall take effect commencement of the terms of mayor 
and/or council members elected at the next regular election. Members of 
the city council shall be entitled to reimbursement for actual expenses 
incurred in the performance of official duties with the approval of city 
council at a public meeting. 
 
Sec. 3.05 - MAYOR AND MAYOR PRO TEM 
 

(1) The mayor shall be the official head of the city 
government. He shall be the chairman and shall preside at 
all meetings of the city council. The mayor shall have the 
same voting rights and responsibilities as the other 
members of the city council, but shall have no power to 
veto. He shall, when authorized by the city council, sign all 
official documents, such as ordinances, resolutions, 
conveyances, grant agreements official plats, contracts and 
bonds, unless authorization has been delegated by the city 
council to the city manager or other official. The mayor He 
shall perform such other duties consistent with this Charter 
as may be imposed upon the mayor 

 
him by the city council.  

(2) The mayor pro tem shall be a city council member elected 
by the city council at the first regular meeting after each 
regular election of the city council members and/or mayor. 
The mayor pro tem shall temporarily act as mayor during 
the disability or absence of the mayor, and in this capacity 
shall have the rights conferred upon the mayor. 

 

Proposition 1 

Proposition 2 

Proposition 3 

http://library.municode.com/HTML/13544/level2/HORUCH_ARTIIICICO.html#HORUCH_ARTIIICICO_S3.02PRDECOPLINTEOF
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Sec. 3.06 - VACANCIES, FORFEITURES AND FILLING OF 
VACANCIES 
 

(1) The office of a city council member or the mayor shall 
become vacant upon his death, resignation, forfeiture of, or 
removal from office by any manner authorized by law.  

 
(2) If any member of the city council is absent from four (4) of 

seven (7) consecutive regular meetings, without 
explanation acceptable to a majority of the remaining city 
council members, his office shall be declared vacant at the 
next regular meeting of the city council by resolution. In 
addition, any member of the city council who has been 
absent for six (6) consecutive regular meetings due to any 
reason shall have his seat declared vacant at the next 
regular meeting of the city council by resolution.  

 
(3) Any member of the city council who ceases to possess the 

required qualifications for office or who is convicted of a 
felony or of a misdemeanor involving moral turpitude or is 
convicted of violating state law concerning conflict of 
interest shall forfeit his office. Every forfeiture shall be 
declared and enforced by a majority of the city council.  

 
(4) A vacancy or vacancies in the position of mayor or council 

member shall be filled by majority vote of the qualified 
voters at a special election called for such purpose on the 
next uniform election date as provided by state law. If the 
candidate with the highest number of votes in such special 
election receives less than a majority vote, then a runoff 
election shall be held between the candidate two candidates

 

 
receiving the highest number of votes and the candidate 
receiving the next highest number of votes. Such special 
and runoff elections shall be held pursuant to the provisions 
of the Texas Election Code and applicable ordinances.  

(5) Reserved. 
 
(6) Reserved. 
 
(7) Reserved. 

 
Sec. 3.13 - RULES OF PROCEDURE 
 

The city council shall conducts conduct its meetings in accordance 
with Robert's Rules of Order. The city council shall determine its own 
order of business. The city council shall provide that the citizens of the 

Proposition 1 

Proposition 4 
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city shall have a reasonable opportunity to clearly hear and be heard at 
public hearings with regard to specific matters under consideration. The 
city council shall provide for minutes to be taken and recorded for all 
meetings as required by law. Such minutes shall be a public record and 
shall be kept and maintained by the city secretary.  
 
Sec. 3.14 - PASSAGE OF ORDINANCES IN GENERAL 
 

(1) The city council shall legislate by ordinance only, and the 
enacting clause of every ordinance shall be "Be it ordained 
by the City Council of the City of Sachse, Texas …" Each 
proposed ordinance shall be introduced in the written or 
printed form required for adoption. No ordinance shall 
contain more than one (1) subject which shall be clearly 
expressed in its caption title. General appropriation 
ordinances may contain various subjects and accounts for 
which monies are to be appropriated. After adoption, an 
ordinance shall not be amended or repealed except by the 
adoption of another ordinance amending or repealing the 
original ordinance. Except where an ordinance is repealed 
in its entirety, the amendatory or repealing ordinance shall 
set out in full the ordinance sections or subsections to be 
amended or repealed and shall indicate new language by 
enclosing it in quotation marks. Copies of proposed 
ordinances, in the form required for adoption, shall be 
furnished to members of the city council before the city 
council meeting at which such ordinance is to be 
considered first reading. Copies of the proposed ordinance, 
in the form required for adoption, shall be available at the 
city offices and shall be furnished to 

 

citizens upon request 
to the city secretary from and after the date on which such 
proposed ordinance is posted as an agenda item for a city 
council meeting and, if amended, shall be available and 
furnished in amended form for as long as the proposed 
ordinance is before the city council.  

(2) A proposed ordinance which has been amended in 
substance after its placement on the agenda for a city 
council meeting may not be voted on at such city council 
meeting, unless the mayor announces at such city council 
meeting the amendments to such ordinance

 

. Such amended 
ordinance shall be placed upon the agenda of a subsequent 
meeting of the city council in accordance with the 
provisions of this Article. All persons interested in such 
ordinance shall have a reasonable opportunity to be heard.  

Proposition 5 

Proposition 6 

Proposition 5 



Exhibit “A” 

 10  

(3) Every ordinance shall become effective upon adoption or at 
any later time(s) specified in the ordinance, except that 
every ordinance imposing any penalty, fine or forfeiture 
shall become effective only after having been published 
once in its entirety or summary form after adoption, in a 
newspaper as required by law.

 

designated as the official 
newspaper of the city   

(4) The reading aloud of a title and caption of the ordinance 
shall suffice as a reading provided printed copies of the 
ordinance in the form required for adoption are in front of 
all members of the city council. If a majority of the 
members present request that the ordinance be read in its 
entirety, it must be read.  

 
Sec. 5.05 - TAKING OF OFFICE  

 
(1) Each newly elected city council member shall be inducted 

into office at the first regular or specially called city council 
meeting following the city council meeting in which the 
election is canvassed and certified.  Such induction into 
office shall be the second first item of business, with 
consideration of approval of the minutes of the previous 
meeting being the first second

 
 item of business.   

(2) At such meeting the oath shall be in accordance with the 
City Charter. 

 
Sec. 6.04 - FORM OF PETITION 

 
(1) All pages of a petition shall be uniform in size and style 

and shall be assembled as one instrument for filing. Each 
signer of a petition must be a registered qualified

 

 voter of 
the City of Sachse and shall personally sign his own name 
thereto in ink or indelible pencil, and shall write after his 
name his place of residence within the boundaries of the 
city, giving name of street and number, if any, and shall 
also write thereon the date, including the month, day and 
year his signature was affixed. Petitions shall contain or 
have attached thereto throughout their circulation the full 
text of the ordinance proposed or of the ordinance or 
resolution sought to be reconsidered, or in the case of a 
recall petition, the identity of the official whose recall is 
being sought.  

(2) Each page of a petition shall have attached to it, when filed, 
an affidavit executed by the circulator thereof stating that 

Proposition 7 

Proposition 8 

Proposition 9 
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he personally circulated the paper, the number of signatures 
thereon, that all the signatures were affixed in his presence, 
that he believes them to be genuine signatures of the 
persons whose names they purport to be, and that each 
signer had an opportunity before signing to read the full 
text of the ordinance proposed, the ordinance or resolution 
sought to be reconsidered, or the identity of the official 
whose recall is being sought.  

 
(3) Locations for twenty (20) signatures shall be provided on 

each blank petition. 
 

Sec. 6.09 - CALL OF RECALL ELECTION 
 
If the officer whose removal is sought does not resign, then the city 

council shall order an election and set the date for holding such recall 
election. The date selected for the recall election shall be not less than 
twenty-five (25) days nor more than thirty-five (35) days after the date the 
petition was presented to the city council.  The city council shall, not less 
than 25 days nor more than 35 days after the petition is presented to the 
city council, call a recall election for a date authorized by state law

 

.  If, 
after the recall election date is established, the officer vacates his position, 
the election shall be cancelled. Any election order so issued shall fully 
comply with the Texas Election Code.  

Sec. 6.12 - RESULTS OF ELECTION 
 
(1) If a majority of qualified electors voting on a proposed 

initiative ordinance vote in its favor, it shall be considered 
adopted upon certification of the election results by the city 
secretary and shall be treated in all respects in the same 
manner as ordinances of the same kind adopted by the city 
council. If conflicting ordinances are approved at the same 
election, the one receiving the greater number of 
affirmative votes shall prevail.  

 
(2) An ordinance adopted by initiative may be repealed or 

amended at any time after the expiration of two (2) years 
by a majority vote, or after one (1) year by unanimous vote, 
of all city council members.  

 
(3) If a majority of the qualified electors voting on a referred 

ordinance or resolution vote against the ordinance or 
resolution, it shall be considered repealed upon certification 
of the election results by the city secretary. If a majority of 
the qualified electors voting on a referred ordinance or 

Proposition 10 

Proposition 11 
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resolution vote for the ordinance or resolution, the 
ordinance or resolution shall be considered in effect.  

 
(4) An ordinance or resolution repealed by referendum may be 

reenacted at any time after the expiration of two (2) years 
by a majority vote, or after one (1) year by unanimous vote, 
of all city council members.  

 
(5) If a majority of the votes cast on the question of recall at a 

recall election shall be against the removal of the elected 
official named on the ballot, he shall continue in office for 
the remainder of his unexpired term, subject to recall as 
before within the limitations of Section 6.13 below. If a 
majority of the votes cast on the question of recall at a 
recall election shall be for the removal of the elected 
official named on the ballot, he shall, regardless of any 
technical defects in the recall petition, be deemed removed 
from office upon certification of the election results by the 
city secretary and the vacancy shall be filled in accordance 
with the provisions of this Charter for the filling of 
vacancies.  

 
Sec. 7.02 - SUBMISSION OF BUDGET AND BUDGET MESSAGE 
 

The city manager, shall, not later than the 15th day during the 
month of August of each year, or other date prescribed by state law, 
prepare and submit the proposed

 

 budget, covering the next ensuing fiscal 
year, to the city council. In preparing this budget, each employee, officer, 
board, and department shall assist the city manager by furnishing all 
necessary information. The city manager's budget document shall contain:  

(1) The city manager's budget message outlining the proposed 
financial policies for the next fiscal year with explanations 
of any changes from preceding years in expenditures and 
any major changes of policy and a complete statement 
regarding the financial condition of the city.  

 
(2) An estimate of all revenue from taxes and other sources, 

including the present tax structure rates and property 
evaluations for the ensuing year.  

 
(3) The proposed goals and objectives and expenditures for 

current operations during the ensuing fiscal year, detailed 
for each fund by organization unit, and program, purpose or 
activity, and the method of financing such expenditures.  

 

Proposition 12 

http://library.municode.com/HTML/13544/level2/HORUCH_ARTVIINRERE.html#HORUCH_ARTVIINRERE_S6.13LIRE
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(4) A description of all outstanding bonded indebtedness, 
showing amount, purchaser, date of issue, rate of interest, 
and maturity date, as well as any other indebtedness which 
the city has incurred and which has not been paid.  

 
(5) A statement proposing any capital expenditures necessary 

for undertaking during the next budget year and 
recommended provision for financing.  

 
(6) A list of capital projects which should be undertaken within 

the next five (5) succeeding years. 
  

Sec. 7.05 - PUBLIC HEARING ON BUDGET 
 

At the city council meeting when the budget is submitted, the city 
council shall name the date and place of a public hearing and shall have 
published in the official newspaper of the city the time and place, which 
will be not less than ten (10) days nor more than thirty (30) days after the 
date of the notice. The city council shall conduct public hearings on the 
proposed budget as required by state law, and shall conduct at least one 
public hearing. Notice of the public hearing(s) shall be published in a 
newspaper of general circulation of the county in which the city is located, 
unless otherwise prescribed by state law, stating the date, time and place 
as required by state law. 

 

At this hearing, interested citizens may express 
their opinions concerning items of expenditures, giving their reasons for 
wishing to increase or decrease any items of expense.  

Sec. 7.10 - CERTIFICATION:  COPIES MADE AVAILABLE 
 

A copy of the budget, as fully adopted, shall be filed with the city 
secretary and such other places required by state law or and as the city 
council shall may

 

 designate. The final budget shall be printed, 
mimeographed or otherwise reproduced and sufficient copies shall be 
made available for the use of all offices, agencies, and for the use of 
interested persons and civic organizations.  

Sec. 7.15 - PURCHASING 
 
(1) The city council may, by ordinance, give the city manager 

authority to contract for expenditure without further 
approval of the city council for all budgeted items not 
exceeding limits set by the city council. All contracts for 
expenditures involving more than the set limits must be 
expressly approved in advance by the city council. All 
contracts or purchases involving more than the limits set by 
the city council shall be let to the lowest bidder or the 
bidder that provides the best value as allowed by state law, 

Proposition 13 

Proposition 14 

Proposition 15 
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whose submittal is among those responsive to the needs of 
the city after there has been opportunity for competitive 
bidding as provided by law or ordinance, unless 
competitive bidding is prohibited or not required by state 
law

 

. The city council, or the city manager as he is 
authorized to act for the city, shall have the right to reject 
any and all bids.  

(2) Emergency contracts as authorized by law and this Charter 
may be negotiated by the city council, or the city manager 
if given authority by the city council, without competitive 
bidding. Such emergency shall be declared by the city 
manager and approved by the city council, or may be 
declared by the city council.  

 
Sec. 7.18 - INDEPENDENT AUDIT 
 

At the close of each fiscal year, and at such other times as may be 
deemed necessary, the city council shall call for an independent audit to be 
made of all accounts of the city by a certified public accountant. No more 
than five (5) consecutive annual audits shall be completed by the same 
firm unless no other certified public accountants have submitted a 
proposal to provide audit services for the city, in which event the existing 
certified public accountant may be retained for an additional one (1) year 
period(s) until another certified public accountant is available and selected 
by the City

 

. The certified public accountant selected shall have no 
personal interest, directly or indirectly, in the financial affairs of the city or 
any of its officers. The report of the audit, with the auditor's 
recommendations will be made to the city council. Upon completion of the 
audit, copies of the audit will be placed on file in the city secretary's office 
as a public record.  

Sec. 8.01 - AUTHORITY, COMPOSITION AND PROCEDURES 
 
(1) The city council shall create and establish or abolish as may 

be required by the laws of the State of Texas or this 
Charter, or deemed desirable by the city council, such 
boards, commissions and committees as it deem necessary 
to carry out the functions and obligations of the city. The 
city council shall, by ordinance or resolution, prescribe the 
purpose, composition, functions, duties, accountability and 
tenure of each board, commission and committee where 
such are not prescribed by law or this Charter.  

 
(2) Individuals who are qualified voters in the city may be 

appointed by the city council to serve on one (1) or more 
boards, commissions or committees. Such appointees shall 

Proposition 16 

Proposition 17 
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be subject to removal from office by the city council for 
any cause deemed by the city council sufficient for their 
removal in the interest of the public service, but only after a 
public hearing before the city council on charges publicly 
made if demanded by such member(s) within ten (10) days 
after receipt of written notification by such member(s). 
Each appointee will be mailed an official statement of 
intent to remove by the city council prior to any vote being 
taken by the city council on said removal. An eighty (80) 
percent vote of the full membership of the city council is 
necessary for removal of any appointee to any board, 
commission or committee. After the vote for removal is 
made, the city council shall notify each removed appointee 
by official statement in writing. Except as otherwise 
provided in this Charter, members of any such board, 
commission or committee shall serve without compensation 
but may be reimbursed for actual expenses as approved by 
the city council.  

 
(3) All boards, commissions and committees of the city shall 

keep and maintain minutes of any proceedings held and 
shall submit the minutes

 

 a written report of such 
proceedings to the city council no more than two (2) weeks 
after approval of the minutes of each such meeting. All 
meetings of any board, commission or committee created, 
established or appointed by this Charter or the city council 
shall be open to the public, unless otherwise permitted by 
law, and shall be subject to the laws of this state, as 
amended, concerning public meetings. 

(4) No officer of the city nor any person who holds a 
compensated appointive position with the city shall be 
appointed to any board, commission or committee created 
or established by this Charter other than in an advisory 
capacity, except as otherwise provided by state law

 
.  

(5) Any member of a board, commission or committee who is 
absent from three (3) consecutive  regular meetings shall 
forfeit his  may be removed by the City Council from such 
position on the board, commission or committee and his 
position shall be filled by the city council within thirty (30) 
days of his forfeiture. 

 
(6) At the first meeting following annual appointments each 

board, commission or committee shall elect its officers for 
the ensuing year.  

 

Proposition 18 

Proposition 19 

Proposition 20 
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Sec. 8.02 - BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS ENUMERATED 
 

(1) Planning and Zoning Commission. There is hereby 
established a planning and zoning commission, whose 
purpose, composition, function, duties, and tenure shall be 
as set out in Article IX of this Charter.  

 
(2) Board of Adjustment. There is hereby established a board 

of adjustment and appeals whose purpose, composition, 
function, duties and tenure shall be as set out in Article IX 
of this Charter which shall consist of at least five (5) 
members and may include four (4) alternates, appointed by 
a majority of the city council for a term of two (2) years. 
The city council shall, by ordinance, provide standards and 
procedures for such board to hear and determine appeals of 
administrative decisions, petition for variances in the case 
of peculiar and unusual circumstances which would prevent 
the reasonable use of land and such other matters as may be 
required by the city council or by Chapter 211 of the Local 
Government Code, as amended. Each case before the board 
must be heard by at least seventy-five percent (75%) of the 
members and the concurring vote of at least seventy-five 
percent (75%) members of the board present shall be 
necessary to reverse any order, requirement, decision or 
determination of any administrative official, or to decide in 
favor of the applicant on any matter upon which it is 
required to pass or to affect any variance in the zoning 
ordinance. Removal of members of the board of adjustment 
shall be by the city council for cause on a written charge 
after a public hearing for the unexpired term by the city 
council. Alternate board members will be appointed by the 
city council in the same manner as regular members. 
Vacancies and removals shall follow the same procedures 
as for regular members.

 
  

(3) Parks and Recreation. The city council shall appoint a parks 
and recreation board consisting of seven (7) members who 
are qualified voters of the City of Sachse. These members 
shall serve for two (2) year terms. The parks and recreation 
board will work in an advisory capacity to the city council 
in the planning and developing of parks and recreation 
facilities and regulations governing their use. Meetings will 
be held monthly and shall be conducted at a time, date, and 
place designated by the chairman.  

 
(4) Library Board. The city council shall appoint a library 

board consisting of seven (7) members who are qualified 

Proposition 21 
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voters of the City of Sachse. Members of the library board 
shall hold office for two (2) year terms. Meetings of the 
library board will meet at least once each calendar quarter, 
at a time, date, and place designated by the chairman. The 
board will work as an advisory board to the city council 
relating to the establishment and use of the library, the 
nature of the services rendered or to be rendered by the 
library, the manner in which the library service may be 
coordinated with the services of other libraries which 
render services to the city and such other matters as the city 
council may deem beneficial to the City of Sachse.  

 
Sec. 8.03 – APPEALS TO CITY COUNCIL 

 
Subject to the provisions of any law of the State of Texas, an 

appeal may be taken to the city council from any decision of any board, 
commission, committee, or other body except from decisions of the 
planning and zoning commission and the board of adjustment, unless 
otherwise provided by ordinance

  

. Such appeals shall be perfected by filing 
a sworn notice of appeal with the city secretary within thirty (30) days 
from the rendition of the decision of the board, commission, committee or 
other body. Prior to the institution of any appeal in a court of law by the 
aggrieved person from a decision of such board, commission, committee 
or other body, appeal must be first perfected to the city council.  

Sec. 9.01 - ORGANIZATION 
 
(1)  The city council shall create and establish a Planning and 

Zoning Commission which shall consist of seven (7) 
members, and may include alternates,

 Section 
8.01

 who shall be 
appointed by the city council to staggered, overlapping two 
(2) year terms. The commission members shall be qualified 
voters in the city. Any vacancy occurring during the 
unexpired term of a member shall be filled by the city 
council within thirty (30) days from the date of vacancy for 
the remainder of the unexpired term. A majority of the 
members shall constitute a quorum. Removal of members 
of the planning and zoning commission shall be in 
accordance with the provisions of Article VIII,

(2) of this Charter. 
 

(2) The commission shall meet at least once a month. The 
commission shall keep minutes of its proceedings which 
minutes shall be maintained as a public record by the city 
secretary. The commission shall serve without 
compensation.  

 

Proposition 22 

Proposition 23 

Proposition 24 

http://library.municode.com/HTML/13544/level2/HORUCH_ARTVIIIBOCO.html#HORUCH_ARTVIIIBOCO_S8.01AUCOPR
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Sec. 9.04 - THE MASTER COMPREHENSIVE PLAN: 
PROCEDURE AND LEGAL EFFECT 

 
(1) The existing master comprehensive plan for the physical 

development of the city contains recommendations for the 
growth, development and beautification of the city and its 
extraterritorial jurisdiction. Additions to and amendments 
of the master comprehensive plan shall be by resolution, 
but before any such revision, the commission shall hold at 
least one (1) public hearing on the proposed action.  

 
(2) A copy of the proposed revisions to the master 

comprehensive plan shall be forwarded to the city manager 
who shall submit the proposal to the city council, together 
with his recommendations, if any. The city council, after a 
public hearing, shall adopt or reject such proposed revision 
or any part thereof as submitted within sixty (60) days 
following its submission by the city manager. If the 
proposed revisions or part thereof should be rejected by the 
city council, the planning and zoning commission may 
make modifications and again forward it to the city 
manager for submission to the city council.  

 
(3) Following the adoption of the master comprehensive plan 

by the city council, it shall serve as a guide to all future city 
council action concerning land use and development 
regulations and expenditures for capital improvements. 
Any proposal which deviates from the master 
comprehensive plan shall not be authorized until and unless 
the locations and extent thereof shall have been submitted 
to and approved by the planning and zoning commission. In 
case of disapproval, the commission shall communicate its 
reasons to the city council, which shall have the power to 
overrule such disapproval, and upon such overruling, the 
city council or the appropriate office, department or agency 
shall have the authority to proceed. The failure of the 
commission to act within thirty (30) days after the date of 
official submission to the commission shall be deemed 
approval, unless a longer period be granted by the city 
council or submitting official. 

 
Sec. 9.05 - BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 
 

The city council shall create and establish a board of adjustment 
which shall consist of five (5) members and four (4) alternates, which 
shall be appointed by a majority of the city council for a term of two (2) 
years. The city council shall, by ordinance, provide standards and Proposition 21 

Proposition 25 

Proposition 25 

Proposition 25 

Proposition 26 
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procedures for such board to hear and determine appeals of administrative 
decisions, petition for variances in the case of peculiar and unusual 
circumstances which would prevent the reasonable use of land and such 
other matters as may be required by the city council or by Chapter 211 of 
the Local Government Code, as amended. Each case before the board 
must be heard by at least four (4) members and the concurring vote of at 
least four (4) members of the board present shall be necessary to reverse 
any order, requirement, decision or determination of any administrative 
official, or to decide in favor of the applicant on any matter upon which it 
is required to pass or to affect any variance in the zoning ordinance. 
Removal of members of the board of adjustment shall be by the city 
council for cause on a written charge after a public hearing for the 
unexpired term by the city council. Alternate board members will be 
appointed by the city council in the same manner as regular members. 
Vacancies and removals shall follow the same procedures as for regular 
members.  
 
Sec. 10.02 - ORDINANCE GRANTING FRANCHISE  
 

(1) The caption A summary of an ordinance granting, 
renewing, extending or amending a public service or utility 
franchise, shall be read at one meeting of the city council 
and also be available for public review at one additional 
meeting and shall not take effect until thirty (30) days after 
the second meeting. Within fifteen (15) days following the 
first reading of the ordinance caption summary, the 
ordinance caption summary shall be published once in a 
newspaper of general circulation in the city. The expense of 
such publication shall be borne by the prospective 
franchisee. 

 
(2) No franchise shall be granted for a term of more than 

twenty (20) years from the date of the grant, renewal or 
extension of any franchise.  

 
(3) No franchise may be exclusive. 

Proposition 27 
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ORDINANCE NO. ______ 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF SACHSE, TEXAS, ORDERING AN 
ELECTION ON PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE HOME RULE 
CITY CHARTER OF THE CITY OF SACHSE TO BE HELD ON MAY 11, 
2013, IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE ELECTION FOR CITY 
OFFICERS; PROVIDING FOR THE PUBLICATION AND POSTING OF 
NOTICE; PROPOSING AMENDMENTS TO THE HOME RULE CITY 
CHARTER OF THE CITY OF SACHSE; AUTHORIZING THE CITY 
MANAGER TO EXECUTE AN ELECTION SERVICES CONTRACT 
WITH DALLAS COUNTY ELECTIONS DEPARTMENT; AND 
PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 
 WHEREAS, the City Council has received a report from the 2013 City of Sachse 
Charter Review Commission recommending to the City Council proposed amendments to the 
Home Rule Charter for the City of Sachse; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council has reviewed the report from the 2013 City of Sachse 
Charter Review Commission and the Home Rule Charter of the City of Sachse and has 
determined that certain amendments are in the best interest of the citizens and to comply with 
state law; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council, after due consideration, desires to conduct a special 
election on proposed amendments to the Home Rule Charter on the uniform election date of 
May 11, 2013; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF SACHSE, TEXAS: 
 

SECTION 1.  That a special election is hereby ordered to be held on May 11, 2013, for 
the purpose of submitting to the qualified voters of the City for their approval or disapproval the 
proposed amendments to the Home Rule Charter of the City of Sachse, Texas, contained in 
Exhibit “A” attached hereto and made a part of this Ordinance for all purposes. 

 
SECTION 2.  That notice of the election shall be posted on the bulletin board used to 

post notice of the City Council meetings, be published in a newspaper of general circulation in 
the City, and include a substantial copy of the proposed amendments. That said notice must be 
published on the same day in each of two successive weeks, with the first publication occurring 
no earlier than the thirtieth day and no later than the fourteenth day before the date of the 
election.  A copy of the published notice that contains the name of the newspaper and the date of 
publication shall be retained as a record of such notice, and such person posting the notice shall 
make a record of the time of posting, starting date and the place of posting. 

 
SECTION 3.  That the election on the proposed Charter amendments shall be conducted 

in accordance with an Election Services Contract between the City of Sachse and the Dallas 
County Elections Department for the election on May 11, 2013. The City Manager and/or the 
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City Secretary are hereby authorized to execute an Election Services Contract with the Dallas 
County Elections Department for the election on May 11, 2013, and any amendments thereto.  

 
SECTION 4.  That the City Secretary shall present the election returns to the City of 

Sachse City Council at a City Council meeting for the canvassing of said election in accordance 
with the Texas Election Code. 

 
SECTION 5.  That each amendment submitted must contain only one subject, and the 

ballot shall be prepared in a manner that the voters may vote “for” or “against” any amendment 
or amendments without voting “for” or “against” all of said amendments.  Each such proposed 
amendment, if approved by the majority of the qualified voters voting at said election, shall 
become a part of the Charter of the City of Sachse, Texas. 
 
 SECTION 6.  That the ballot propositions for the proposed amendments to the Charter 
are as follows: 
 

Proposition 1 
 
Shall Article III, Section 3.01 and Section 3.06 (4) of the Home Rule Charter be 
amended to conform to State law regarding the number of candidates qualifying 
for a city council runoff election? 
 

Proposition 2  
 
Shall the first sentence of Article III, Section 3.04 of the Home Rule Charter be 
amended to delete the authority of the city council to determine compensation to 
be paid to the members of the city council? 
 
    Proposition 3 
 
Shall Article III, Section 3.04 of the Home Rule Charter be amended regarding 
procedures for reimbursement of expenses for city council members? 
 

Proposition 4 
 

Shall Article III, Section 3.05 (1) of the Home Rule Charter be amended to 
authorize the city manager or other official to sign official city documents when 
authorized by the city council? 
 

Proposition 5 
 
Shall Article III, Section 3.13 of the Home Rule Charter be amended to correct a 
grammatical error? 
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    Proposition 6 
 
Shall Article III, Section 3.14 (1) of the Home Rule Charter be amended 
regarding the procedures for providing a copy of a proposed ordinance to the city 
council and the public prior to the council meeting at which such ordinance is to 
be considered? 

 
Proposition 7 

 
Shall Article III, Section 3.14 (2) of the Home Rule Charter be amended 
regarding the procedure for the adoption of an ordinance containing amendments 
made to the ordinance after the ordinance has been placed on the meeting agenda 
to require the mayor to announce at the meeting the amendments made to the 
ordinance? 
 

Proposition 8 
 
Shall Article III, Section 3.14 (3) of the Home Rule Charter be amended to 
conform to State law regarding the publication of the caption of an ordinance? 
 

Proposition 9 
 
Shall Article V, Section 5.05 (1) of the Home Rule Charter be amended regarding 
the order of business for the meeting at which the induction into office of newly 
elected members of the city council occurs? 
 

Proposition 10 
 
Shall Article VI, Section 6.04 (1) of the Home Rule Charter be amended to 
conform to State law regarding signers of a petition for calling an initiative, 
referendum or recall election? 
 

Proposition 11 
 
Shall Article VI, Section 6.09 of the Home Rule Charter be amended to conform 
to State law regarding the time period for calling an election for the recall of a 
member of the city council? 
 

Proposition 12 
 
Shall Article VI, Section 6.12 (1) of the Home Rule Charter be amended to 
correct a grammatical error? 
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Proposition 13 
 
Shall Article VII, Section 7.02 of the Home Rule Charter be amended regarding 
the date by which the city manager must submit the proposed budget to the city 
council? 
 

Proposition 14 
 
Shall Article VII, Section 7.05 of the Home Rule Charter be amended to provide 
that the procedures for adoption of the City’s official annual budget be consistent 
with State law? 

 
Proposition 15 

 
Shall the first sentence of Article VII, Section 7.10 of the Home Rule Charter be 
amended regarding the locations for filing the annual budget when adopted? 
 

Proposition 16 
 

Shall the second sentence of Article VII, Section 7.10 of the Home Rule Charter 
be amended to delete specific methods for printing the city budget following 
adoption? 
 

Proposition 17 
 
Shall Article VII, Section 7.15(1) of the Home Rule Charter be amended to 
conform to State law regarding procedures for awarding city contracts and 
purchases? 
 

Proposition 18 
 
Shall Article VII, Section 7.18 of the Home Rule Charter be amended to authorize 
for an additional year, the use of the same audit firm which performed the city’s 
independent audit for the five previous years when no other audit firm has offered 
to provide such services? 
 

Proposition 19 
 

Shall Article VIII, Section 8.01 (3) of the Home Rule Charter be amended 
regarding the submission of minutes of the meetings of boards, commissions and 
committees to the city council in lieu of written reports? 
 

Proposition 20 
 

Shall Article VIII, Section 8.01 (4) of the Home Rule Charter be amended to be 
consistent with State law regarding persons eligible to be appointed to city boards, 
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commissions and committees while holding city office or a compensated 
appointive position? 
 

Proposition 21 
 

Shall Article VIII, Section 8.01 (5) of the Home Rule Charter be amended 
regarding the procedure for removal and appointment of members of city boards, 
commissions and committees following absences from three consecutive regular 
meetings? 
 

Proposition 22 
 

Shall Section 9.05 of Article IX of the Home Rule Charter be repealed and Article 
VIII, Section 8.02 (2) amended to add the provisions regarding the establishment, 
membership and procedures for the board of adjustment formerly in Section 9.05 
with amendments to conform to State law? 
 

Proposition 23 
 

Shall Article VIII, Section 8.03 of the Home Rule Charter be amended to be 
consistent with State law regarding appeals to the city council from decisions of 
city boards, commissions and committees? 
 

Proposition 24 
 

Shall Article IX, Section 9.01 (1) of the Home Rule Charter be amended to 
authorize the city council to provide for the appointment of alternate members to 
the planning and zoning commission to serve in the absence of regular members? 

 
Proposition 25 
 

Shall Article IX, Section 9.01 (1) of the Home Rule Charter be amended 
regarding the deadline for filling a vacancy on the planning and zoning 
commission? 
 

Proposition 26 
 

Shall Article IX, Section 9.04 (1), (2) and (3) of the Home Rule Charter be 
amended to be consistent with State law by changing the phrase “Master Plan” to 
read “Comprehensive Plan”? 
 

Proposition 27 
 

Shall Article IX, Section 9.04 (3) of the Home Rule Charter be amended 
regarding approval of changes to the Comprehensive Plan? 
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Proposition 28 
 

Shall Article X, Section 10.02 (1) of the Home Rule Charter be amended 
regarding the procedure for the passage of an ordinance granting a franchise? 

 
SECTION 7.  That should any word, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, clause, phrase or 

section of this ordinance be adjudged or held to be void or unconstitutional, the same shall not 
affect the validity of the remaining portions of said ordinance, which shall remain in full force 
and effect. 
 
 SECTION 8. That this Ordinance shall become effective from and after its date of 
passage in accordance with law. 

 
DULY APPROVED AND PASSED by the City Council of the City of Sachse, Texas 

on the 18th day of February, 2013. 
 

      APPROVED: 
 
              
      Mike Felix 
      Mayor 
 
      DULY ENROLLED: 
 
              
      Terry Smith 

City Secretary 
 
 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

  
Peter G. Smith, City Attorney 
(PGS: Version 2 :TM 59389)



Exhibit “A” 

 7  

Sec. 3.01 – COMPOSITION 
 

The council shall be composed of a mayor and six (6) council-
members. Each council position shall be designated as a Place, to be 
determined as set forth in Sec. 3.02 of this Article. The mayor and council 
members shall be elected at large, and shall serve for a term of three (3) 
years as prescribed by the Texas Election Code and until his or her  
successor has been elected and duly qualified. Elections for two places 
shall be held each year, and the election for mayor shall be held every 
three years. If the candidate with the highest number of votes in an 
election receives less than a majority vote, then a runoff election shall be 
held between the two

 

 candidates receiving the highest number of votes. 
Such runoff election shall be held pursuant to the provisions of the Texas 
Election Code and applicable ordinances.  

Sec. 3.04 – COMPENSATION 
 
 Compensation of the members of the city council shall be 
determined by the city council by ordinance, but no increase in such 
compensation shall take effect commencement of the terms of mayor 
and/or council members elected at the next regular election. Members of 
the city council shall be entitled to reimbursement for actual expenses 
incurred in the performance of official duties with the approval of city 
council at a public meeting. 
 
Sec. 3.05 - MAYOR AND MAYOR PRO TEM 
 

(1) The mayor shall be the official head of the city 
government. He shall be the chairman and shall preside at 
all meetings of the city council. The mayor shall have the 
same voting rights and responsibilities as the other 
members of the city council, but shall have no power to 
veto. He shall, when authorized by the city council, sign all 
official documents, such as ordinances, resolutions, 
conveyances, grant agreements official plats, contracts and 
bonds, unless authorization has been delegated by the city 
council to the city manager or other official. The mayor He 
shall perform such other duties consistent with this Charter 
as may be imposed upon the mayor 

 
him by the city council.  

(2) The mayor pro tem shall be a city council member elected 
by the city council at the first regular meeting after each 
regular election of the city council members and/or mayor. 
The mayor pro tem shall temporarily act as mayor during 
the disability or absence of the mayor, and in this capacity 
shall have the rights conferred upon the mayor. 

Proposition 1 

Proposition 3 

Proposition 4 

Proposition 2 
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Sec. 3.06 - VACANCIES, FORFEITURES AND FILLING OF 
VACANCIES 
 

(1) The office of a city council member or the mayor shall 
become vacant upon his death, resignation, forfeiture of, or 
removal from office by any manner authorized by law.  

 
(2) If any member of the city council is absent from four (4) of 

seven (7) consecutive regular meetings, without 
explanation acceptable to a majority of the remaining city 
council members, his office shall be declared vacant at the 
next regular meeting of the city council by resolution. In 
addition, any member of the city council who has been 
absent for six (6) consecutive regular meetings due to any 
reason shall have his seat declared vacant at the next 
regular meeting of the city council by resolution.  

 
(3) Any member of the city council who ceases to possess the 

required qualifications for office or who is convicted of a 
felony or of a misdemeanor involving moral turpitude or is 
convicted of violating state law concerning conflict of 
interest shall forfeit his office. Every forfeiture shall be 
declared and enforced by a majority of the city council.  

 
(4) A vacancy or vacancies in the position of mayor or council 

member shall be filled by majority vote of the qualified 
voters at a special election called for such purpose on the 
next uniform election date as provided by state law. If the 
candidate with the highest number of votes in such special 
election receives less than a majority vote, then a runoff 
election shall be held between the candidate two candidates

 

 
receiving the highest number of votes and the candidate 
receiving the next highest number of votes. Such special 
and runoff elections shall be held pursuant to the provisions 
of the Texas Election Code and applicable ordinances.  

(5) Reserved. 
 
(6) Reserved. 
 
(7) Reserved. 

 

Proposition 1 
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Sec. 3.13 - RULES OF PROCEDURE 
 

The city council shall conducts conduct

 

 its meetings in accordance 
with Robert's Rules of Order. The city council shall determine its own 
order of business. The city council shall provide that the citizens of the 
city shall have a reasonable opportunity to clearly hear and be heard at 
public hearings with regard to specific matters under consideration. The 
city council shall provide for minutes to be taken and recorded for all 
meetings as required by law. Such minutes shall be a public record and 
shall be kept and maintained by the city secretary.  

Sec. 3.14 - PASSAGE OF ORDINANCES IN GENERAL 
 

(1) The city council shall legislate by ordinance only, and the 
enacting clause of every ordinance shall be "Be it ordained 
by the City Council of the City of Sachse, Texas …" Each 
proposed ordinance shall be introduced in the written or 
printed form required for adoption. No ordinance shall 
contain more than one (1) subject which shall be clearly 
expressed in its caption title. General appropriation 
ordinances may contain various subjects and accounts for 
which monies are to be appropriated. After adoption, an 
ordinance shall not be amended or repealed except by the 
adoption of another ordinance amending or repealing the 
original ordinance. Except where an ordinance is repealed 
in its entirety, the amendatory or repealing ordinance shall 
set out in full the ordinance sections or subsections to be 
amended or repealed and shall indicate new language by 
enclosing it in quotation marks. Copies of proposed 
ordinances, in the form required for adoption, shall be 
furnished to members of the city council before the city 
council meeting at which such ordinance is to be 
considered first reading. Copies of the proposed ordinance, 
in the form required for adoption, shall be available at the 
city offices and shall be furnished to 

 

citizens upon request 
to the city secretary from and after the date on which such 
proposed ordinance is posted as an agenda item for a city 
council meeting and, if amended, shall be available and 
furnished in amended form for as long as the proposed 
ordinance is before the city council.  

(2) A proposed ordinance which has been amended in 
substance after its placement on the agenda for a city 
council meeting may not be voted on at such city council 
meeting, unless the mayor announces at such city council 
meeting the amendments to such ordinance. Such amended 
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ordinance shall be placed upon the agenda of a subsequent 
meeting of the city council in accordance with the 
provisions of this Article. All persons interested in such 
ordinance shall have a reasonable opportunity to be heard.  

 
(3) Every ordinance shall become effective upon adoption or at 

any later time(s) specified in the ordinance, except that 
every ordinance imposing any penalty, fine or forfeiture 
shall become effective only after having been published 
once in its entirety or summary form after adoption, in a 
newspaper as required by law.

 

designated as the official 
newspaper of the city   

(4) The reading aloud of a title and caption of the ordinance 
shall suffice as a reading provided printed copies of the 
ordinance in the form required for adoption are in front of 
all members of the city council. If a majority of the 
members present request that the ordinance be read in its 
entirety, it must be read.  

 
Sec. 5.05 - TAKING OF OFFICE  

 
(1) Each newly elected city council member shall be inducted 

into office at the first regular or specially called city council 
meeting following the city council meeting in which the 
election is canvassed and certified.  Such induction into 
office shall be the second first item of business, with 
consideration of approval of the minutes of the previous 
meeting being the first second

 
 item of business.   

(2) At such meeting the oath shall be in accordance with the 
City Charter. 

 
Sec. 6.04 - FORM OF PETITION 

 
(1) All pages of a petition shall be uniform in size and style 

and shall be assembled as one instrument for filing. Each 
signer of a petition must be a registered qualified voter of 
the City of Sachse and shall personally sign his own name 
thereto in ink or indelible pencil, and shall write after his 
name his place of residence within the boundaries of the 
city, giving name of street and number, if any, and shall 
also write thereon the date, including the month, day and 
year his signature was affixed. Petitions shall contain or 
have attached thereto throughout their circulation the full 
text of the ordinance proposed or of the ordinance or 

Proposition 8 
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resolution sought to be reconsidered, or in the case of a 
recall petition, the identity of the official whose recall is 
being sought.  

 
(2) Each page of a petition shall have attached to it, when filed, 

an affidavit executed by the circulator thereof stating that 
he personally circulated the paper, the number of signatures 
thereon, that all the signatures were affixed in his presence, 
that he believes them to be genuine signatures of the 
persons whose names they purport to be, and that each 
signer had an opportunity before signing to read the full 
text of the ordinance proposed, the ordinance or resolution 
sought to be reconsidered, or the identity of the official 
whose recall is being sought.  

 
(3) Locations for twenty (20) signatures shall be provided on 

each blank petition. 
 

Sec. 6.09 - CALL OF RECALL ELECTION 
 
If the officer whose removal is sought does not resign, then the city 

council shall order an election and set the date for holding such recall 
election. The date selected for the recall election shall be not less than 
twenty-five (25) days nor more than thirty-five (35) days after the date the 
petition was presented to the city council.  The city council shall, not less 
than 25 days nor more than 35 days after the petition is presented to the 
city council, call a recall election for a date authorized by state law

 

.  If, 
after the recall election date is established, the officer vacates his position, 
the election shall be cancelled. Any election order so issued shall fully 
comply with the Texas Election Code.  

Sec. 6.12 - RESULTS OF ELECTION 
 
(1) If a majority of qualified electors voting on a proposed 

initiative ordinance vote in its favor, it shall be considered 
adopted upon certification of the election results by the city 
secretary and shall be treated in all respects in the same 
manner as ordinances of the same kind adopted by the city 
council. If conflicting ordinances are approved at the same 
election, the one receiving the greater number of 
affirmative votes shall prevail.  

 
(2) An ordinance adopted by initiative may be repealed or 

amended at any time after the expiration of two (2) years 
by a majority vote, or after one (1) year by unanimous vote, 
of all city council members.  
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(3) If a majority of the qualified electors voting on a referred 

ordinance or resolution vote against the ordinance or 
resolution, it shall be considered repealed upon certification 
of the election results by the city secretary. If a majority of 
the qualified electors voting on a referred ordinance or 
resolution vote for the ordinance or resolution, the 
ordinance or resolution shall be considered in effect.  

 
(4) An ordinance or resolution repealed by referendum may be 

reenacted at any time after the expiration of two (2) years 
by a majority vote, or after one (1) year by unanimous vote, 
of all city council members.  

 
(5) If a majority of the votes cast on the question of recall at a 

recall election shall be against the removal of the elected 
official named on the ballot, he shall continue in office for 
the remainder of his unexpired term, subject to recall as 
before within the limitations of Section 6.13 below. If a 
majority of the votes cast on the question of recall at a 
recall election shall be for the removal of the elected 
official named on the ballot, he shall, regardless of any 
technical defects in the recall petition, be deemed removed 
from office upon certification of the election results by the 
city secretary and the vacancy shall be filled in accordance 
with the provisions of this Charter for the filling of 
vacancies.  

 
Sec. 7.02 - SUBMISSION OF BUDGET AND BUDGET MESSAGE 
 

The city manager, shall, not later than the 15th day during the 
month of August of each year, or other date prescribed by state law, 
prepare and submit the proposed

 

 budget, covering the next ensuing fiscal 
year, to the city council. In preparing this budget, each employee, officer, 
board, and department shall assist the city manager by furnishing all 
necessary information. The city manager's budget document shall contain:  

(1) The city manager's budget message outlining the proposed 
financial policies for the next fiscal year with explanations 
of any changes from preceding years in expenditures and 
any major changes of policy and a complete statement 
regarding the financial condition of the city.  

 
(2) An estimate of all revenue from taxes and other sources, 

including the present tax structure rates and property 
evaluations for the ensuing year.  

Proposition 13 
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(3) The proposed goals and objectives and expenditures for 

current operations during the ensuing fiscal year, detailed 
for each fund by organization unit, and program, purpose or 
activity, and the method of financing such expenditures.  

 
(4) A description of all outstanding bonded indebtedness, 

showing amount, purchaser, date of issue, rate of interest, 
and maturity date, as well as any other indebtedness which 
the city has incurred and which has not been paid.  

 
(5) A statement proposing any capital expenditures necessary 

for undertaking during the next budget year and 
recommended provision for financing.  

 
(6) A list of capital projects which should be undertaken within 

the next five (5) succeeding years. 
  

Sec. 7.05 - PUBLIC HEARING ON BUDGET 
 

At the city council meeting when the budget is submitted, the city 
council shall name the date and place of a public hearing and shall have 
published in the official newspaper of the city the time and place, which 
will be not less than ten (10) days nor more than thirty (30) days after the 
date of the notice. The city council shall conduct public hearings on the 
proposed budget as required by state law, and shall conduct at least one 
public hearing. Notice of the public hearing(s) shall be published in a 
newspaper of general circulation of the county in which the city is located, 
unless otherwise prescribed by state law, stating the date, time and place 
as required by state law. 

 

At this hearing, interested citizens may express 
their opinions concerning items of expenditures, giving their reasons for 
wishing to increase or decrease any items of expense.  

Sec. 7.10 - CERTIFICATION:  COPIES MADE AVAILABLE 
 

A copy of the budget, as fully adopted, shall be filed with the city 
secretary and such other places required by state law or and as the city 
council shall may

 

 designate. The final budget shall be printed, 
mimeographed or otherwise reproduced and sufficient copies shall be 
made available for the use of all offices, agencies, and for the use of 
interested persons and civic organizations.  
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Sec. 7.15 - PURCHASING 
 
(1) The city council may, by ordinance, give the city manager 

authority to contract for expenditure without further 
approval of the city council for all budgeted items not 
exceeding limits set by the city council. All contracts for 
expenditures involving more than the set limits must be 
expressly approved in advance by the city council. All 
contracts or purchases involving more than the limits set by 
the city council shall be let to the lowest bidder or the 
bidder that provides the best value as allowed by state law, 
whose submittal is among those responsive to the needs of 
the city after there has been opportunity for competitive 
bidding as provided by law or ordinance, unless 
competitive bidding is prohibited or not required by state 
law

 

. The city council, or the city manager as he is 
authorized to act for the city, shall have the right to reject 
any and all bids.  

(2) Emergency contracts as authorized by law and this Charter 
may be negotiated by the city council, or the city manager 
if given authority by the city council, without competitive 
bidding. Such emergency shall be declared by the city 
manager and approved by the city council, or may be 
declared by the city council.  

 
Sec. 7.18 - INDEPENDENT AUDIT 
 

At the close of each fiscal year, and at such other times as may be 
deemed necessary, the city council shall call for an independent audit to be 
made of all accounts of the city by a certified public accountant. No more 
than five (5) consecutive annual audits shall be completed by the same 
firm unless no other certified public accountants have submitted a 
proposal to provide audit services for the city, in which event the existing 
certified public accountant may be retained for an additional one (1) year 
period(s) until another certified public accountant is available and selected 
by the City

 

. The certified public accountant selected shall have no 
personal interest, directly or indirectly, in the financial affairs of the city or 
any of its officers. The report of the audit, with the auditor's 
recommendations will be made to the city council. Upon completion of the 
audit, copies of the audit will be placed on file in the city secretary's office 
as a public record.  
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Sec. 8.01 - AUTHORITY, COMPOSITION AND PROCEDURES 
 
(1) The city council shall create and establish or abolish as may 

be required by the laws of the State of Texas or this 
Charter, or deemed desirable by the city council, such 
boards, commissions and committees as it deem necessary 
to carry out the functions and obligations of the city. The 
city council shall, by ordinance or resolution, prescribe the 
purpose, composition, functions, duties, accountability and 
tenure of each board, commission and committee where 
such are not prescribed by law or this Charter.  

 
(2) Individuals who are qualified voters in the city may be 

appointed by the city council to serve on one (1) or more 
boards, commissions or committees. Such appointees shall 
be subject to removal from office by the city council for 
any cause deemed by the city council sufficient for their 
removal in the interest of the public service, but only after a 
public hearing before the city council on charges publicly 
made if demanded by such member(s) within ten (10) days 
after receipt of written notification by such member(s). 
Each appointee will be mailed an official statement of 
intent to remove by the city council prior to any vote being 
taken by the city council on said removal. An eighty (80) 
percent vote of the full membership of the city council is 
necessary for removal of any appointee to any board, 
commission or committee. After the vote for removal is 
made, the city council shall notify each removed appointee 
by official statement in writing. Except as otherwise 
provided in this Charter, members of any such board, 
commission or committee shall serve without compensation 
but may be reimbursed for actual expenses as approved by 
the city council.  

 
(3) All boards, commissions and committees of the city shall 

keep and maintain minutes of any proceedings held and 
shall submit the minutes

 

 a written report of such 
proceedings to the city council no more than two (2) weeks 
after approval of the minutes of each such meeting. All 
meetings of any board, commission or committee created, 
established or appointed by this Charter or the city council 
shall be open to the public, unless otherwise permitted by 
law, and shall be subject to the laws of this state, as 
amended, concerning public meetings. 
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(4) No officer of the city nor any person who holds a 
compensated appointive position with the city shall be 
appointed to any board, commission or committee created 
or established by this Charter other than in an advisory 
capacity, except as otherwise provided by state law

 
.  

(5) Any member of a board, commission or committee who is 
absent from three (3) consecutive  regular meetings shall 
forfeit his  may be removed by the City Council from such 
position on the board, commission or committee and his 
position shall be filled by the city council within thirty (30) 
days of his forfeiture. 

 
(6) At the first meeting following annual appointments each 

board, commission or committee shall elect its officers for 
the ensuing year.  

 
Sec. 8.02 - BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS ENUMERATED 
 

(1) Planning and Zoning Commission. There is hereby 
established a planning and zoning commission, whose 
purpose, composition, function, duties, and tenure shall be 
as set out in Article IX of this Charter.  

 
(2) Board of Adjustment. There is hereby established a board 

of adjustment and appeals whose purpose, composition, 
function, duties and tenure shall be as set out in Article IX 
of this Charter which shall consist of at least five (5) 
members and may include four (4) alternates, appointed by 
a majority of the city council for a term of two (2) years. 
The city council shall, by ordinance, provide standards and 
procedures for such board to hear and determine appeals of 
administrative decisions, petition for variances in the case 
of peculiar and unusual circumstances which would prevent 
the reasonable use of land and such other matters as may be 
required by the city council or by Chapter 211 of the Local 
Government Code, as amended. Each case before the board 
must be heard by at least seventy-five percent (75%) of the 
members and the concurring vote of at least seventy-five 
percent (75%) members of the board present shall be 
necessary to reverse any order, requirement, decision or 
determination of any administrative official, or to decide in 
favor of the applicant on any matter upon which it is 
required to pass or to affect any variance in the zoning 
ordinance. Removal of members of the board of adjustment 
shall be by the city council for cause on a written charge 
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after a public hearing for the unexpired term by the city 
council. Alternate board members will be appointed by the 
city council in the same manner as regular members. 
Vacancies and removals shall follow the same procedures 
as for regular members.

 
  

(3) Parks and Recreation. The city council shall appoint a parks 
and recreation board consisting of seven (7) members who 
are qualified voters of the City of Sachse. These members 
shall serve for two (2) year terms. The parks and recreation 
board will work in an advisory capacity to the city council 
in the planning and developing of parks and recreation 
facilities and regulations governing their use. Meetings will 
be held monthly and shall be conducted at a time, date, and 
place designated by the chairman.  

 
(4) Library Board. The city council shall appoint a library 

board consisting of seven (7) members who are qualified 
voters of the City of Sachse. Members of the library board 
shall hold office for two (2) year terms. Meetings of the 
library board will meet at least once each calendar quarter, 
at a time, date, and place designated by the chairman. The 
board will work as an advisory board to the city council 
relating to the establishment and use of the library, the 
nature of the services rendered or to be rendered by the 
library, the manner in which the library service may be 
coordinated with the services of other libraries which 
render services to the city and such other matters as the city 
council may deem beneficial to the City of Sachse.  

 
Sec. 8.03 – APPEALS TO CITY COUNCIL 

 
Subject to the provisions of any law of the State of Texas, an 

appeal may be taken to the city council from any decision of any board, 
commission, committee, or other body except from decisions of the 
planning and zoning commission and the board of adjustment, unless 
otherwise provided by ordinance

  

. Such appeals shall be perfected by filing 
a sworn notice of appeal with the city secretary within thirty (30) days 
from the rendition of the decision of the board, commission, committee or 
other body. Prior to the institution of any appeal in a court of law by the 
aggrieved person from a decision of such board, commission, committee 
or other body, appeal must be first perfected to the city council.  
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Sec. 9.01 - ORGANIZATION 
 
(1)  The city council shall create and establish a Planning and 

Zoning Commission which shall consist of seven (7) 
members, and may include alternates,

 Section 
8.01

 who shall be 
appointed by the city council to staggered, overlapping two 
(2) year terms. The commission members shall be qualified 
voters in the city. Any vacancy occurring during the 
unexpired term of a member shall be filled by the city 
council within thirty (30) days from the date of vacancy for 
the remainder of the unexpired term. A majority of the 
members shall constitute a quorum. Removal of members 
of the planning and zoning commission shall be in 
accordance with the provisions of Article VIII,

(2) of this Charter. 
 

(2) The commission shall meet at least once a month. The 
commission shall keep minutes of its proceedings which 
minutes shall be maintained as a public record by the city 
secretary. The commission shall serve without 
compensation.  

 
Sec. 9.04 - THE MASTER COMPREHENSIVE PLAN: 
PROCEDURE AND LEGAL EFFECT 

 
(1) The existing master comprehensive plan for the physical 

development of the city contains recommendations for the 
growth, development and beautification of the city and its 
extraterritorial jurisdiction. Additions to and amendments 
of the master comprehensive plan shall be by resolution, 
but before any such revision, the commission shall hold at 
least one (1) public hearing on the proposed action.  

 
(2) A copy of the proposed revisions to the master 

comprehensive plan shall be forwarded to the city manager 
who shall submit the proposal to the city council, together 
with his recommendations, if any. The city council, after a 
public hearing, shall adopt or reject such proposed revision 
or any part thereof as submitted within sixty (60) days 
following its submission by the city manager. If the 
proposed revisions or part thereof should be rejected by the 
city council, the planning and zoning commission may 
make modifications and again forward it to the city 
manager for submission to the city council.  
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(3) Following the adoption of the master comprehensive plan 
by the city council, it shall serve as a guide to all future city 
council action concerning land use and development 
regulations and expenditures for capital improvements. 
Any proposal which deviates from the master 
comprehensive plan shall not be authorized until and unless 
the locations and extent thereof shall have been submitted 
to and approved by the planning and zoning commission. In 
case of disapproval, the commission shall communicate its 
reasons to the city council, which shall have the power to 
overrule such disapproval, and upon such overruling, the 
city council or the appropriate office, department or agency 
shall have the authority to proceed. The failure of the 
commission to act within thirty (30) days after the date of 
official submission to the commission shall be deemed 
approval, unless a longer period be granted by the city 
council or submitting official. 

 
Sec. 9.05 - BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 
 

The city council shall create and establish a board of adjustment 
which shall consist of five (5) members and four (4) alternates, which 
shall be appointed by a majority of the city council for a term of two (2) 
years. The city council shall, by ordinance, provide standards and 
procedures for such board to hear and determine appeals of administrative 
decisions, petition for variances in the case of peculiar and unusual 
circumstances which would prevent the reasonable use of land and such 
other matters as may be required by the city council or by Chapter 211 of 
the Local Government Code, as amended. Each case before the board 
must be heard by at least four (4) members and the concurring vote of at 
least four (4) members of the board present shall be necessary to reverse 
any order, requirement, decision or determination of any administrative 
official, or to decide in favor of the applicant on any matter upon which it 
is required to pass or to affect any variance in the zoning ordinance. 
Removal of members of the board of adjustment shall be by the city 
council for cause on a written charge after a public hearing for the 
unexpired term by the city council. Alternate board members will be 
appointed by the city council in the same manner as regular members. 
Vacancies and removals shall follow the same procedures as for regular 
members.  
 
Sec. 10.02 - ORDINANCE GRANTING FRANCHISE  
 

(1) The caption A summary of an ordinance granting, 
renewing, extending or amending a public service or utility 
franchise, shall be read at one meeting of the city council 
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and also be available for public review at one additional 
meeting and shall not take effect until thirty (30) days after 
the second meeting. Within fifteen (15) days following the 
first reading of the ordinance caption summary, the 
ordinance caption summary shall be published once in a 
newspaper of general circulation in the city. The expense of 
such publication shall be borne by the prospective 
franchisee. 

 
(2) No franchise shall be granted for a term of more than 

twenty (20) years from the date of the grant, renewal or 
extension of any franchise.  

 
(3) No franchise may be exclusive. 
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Title

Consider approval of an Ordinance of the City of Sachse, Texas, amending the Sachse Code

of Ordinances by amending Chapter 11, titled "Zoning", Article 4 titled "General Provisions

Applying to All or Several Districts" by adding Section 10 titled "Outdoor Lighting".

Executive Summary

This item is associated with creating lighting regulations for non-residential development in

the City. City Council previously conducted a public hearing on this item at the January 21,

2013 meeting. Due to the recommended changes by City Council at this meeting, City

Council elected to postpone the item to the February 18, 2013 meeting to allow adequate

time to notify surrounding residents that would potentially be impacted by the changes

associated with extended lighting times near Heritage Park and Salmon Park.

Background

The Planning and Zoning Commission and City Council have previously held multiple
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The Planning and Zoning Commission and City Council have previously held multiple

discussions on proposed lighting standards. The draft standards for outdoor lighting have

been modified to address the issues and areas of concern discussed by both the City Council

and the Planning and Zoning Commission. The goals of the outdoor lighting standards are

as follows:

§ Permit reasonable uses of outdoor lighting for nighttime safety, utility, security,

and enjoyment while preserving the ambiance of the night;
§ Curtail and reverse any degradation of the nighttime visual environment and the

night sky;
§ Minimize glare and obtrusive light by limiting outdoor lighting that is misdirected,

excessive, or unnecessary;
§ Conserve energy and resources to the greatest extent possible;
§ Help protect the natural environment from the damaging effects of night lighting. 

The Planning and Zoning Commission voted 5-0 at their January 14, 2013 meeting to

recommend approval of this Ordinance, with the condition in Section 10.9, which excludes

the exception for any light source 15 watts and under being permitted as a non-cutoff fixture.    

At the January 21, 2013 City Council meeting, City Council made a motion to table this item

to the February 4, 2013 meeting in order to include additional language to permit the "lighting

used for the illumination of recreational and sporting areas" to be permitted on Sunday nights

until 11:00pm. In order to allow for notification to adjacent residents via mail and the City as

a whole via newspaper, City Council elected to postpone this item until the February 18, 2013

City Council meeting. City Staff published a legal notice, which ran in the January 31, 2013

edition of the Sachse News. Also, Staff mailed notices to 117 surrounding property owners

(Attachment 1 and Attachment 2).

As a result of Planning and Zoning Commission's recommendationand the direction received

by City Council at the January 21, 2013 meeting, three versions of the proposed Ordinance

have been included for consideration by City Council.
§ Version #1 removes the exception as recommended by Planning and Zoning

Commission
§ Version #2 does not remove the exception as recommended by Planning and

Zoning Commission
§ Version #3 is the same as Version #1 with the inclusion of language to permit the

"lighting used for the illumination of recreational and sporting areas" to be permitted

on Sunday nights until 11:00pm. (This is the version that includes the

modifications proposed by both Planning and Zoning Commission and City
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Council.)

Policy Considerations

The City of Sachse does not have existing standards for outdoor lighting for commercial uses

in the city. Lighting standards, if adopted, would not only dictate the style and height of the

light fixtures, but would also regulate the lighting levels on commercial properties and the

amount of light spillover onto adjacent properties.

Typically, city lighting ordinances require an additional plan submittal to the city in conjunction

with a site plan or building permit submittal. The lighting submittal, as currently proposed,

would consist of the following:

(1) Plans indicating the location on the premises, and the type of illuminating devices,

fixtures, lamps, supports, reflectors and other devices, and the mounting height of the

light.

(2) Description of the illuminating devices, fixtures, lamps, supports, reflectors and other

devices may include, but is not limited to, catalog cuts by manufacturers and

drawings.

(3) Photometric plans showing illumination levels on the property, at the property line and

just beyond the property line, as well as other data such as that furnished by

manufacturers or similar data showing the angle of cutoff for light emissions.

The photometric plan would by generated by computer software that uses data from the

lighting manufacturer, fixture mounting height and proposed site details to give a point by

point accounting of proposed lighting levels. The plan will accurately estimate the future

lighting levels across the subject property and onto adjacent properties, allowing staff to

determine if the proposed development meets the lighting standards before it gets approved

and built.

Lighting complaints on completed projects can be measured with a digital light meter to

determine whether or not the site lighting is in compliance with city standards.

Staff is recommending approval of Version #3 of the Ordinance, which is consistent with the

recommended changes from both City Council and Planning and Zoning Commission.

Staff Recommendations

Staff recommends approval of an Ordinance of the City of Sachse, Texas, amending the

Sachse Code of Ordinances by amending Chapter 11, titled "Zoning", Article 4 titled "General

Provisions Applying to All or Several Districts" by adding Section 10 titled "Outdoor Lighting".
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ORDINANCE NO. ______ 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF SACHSE, TEXAS, AMENDING THE 
SACHSE CODE OF ORDINANCES BY AMENDING CHAPTER 11, 
TITLED “ZONING”, BY AMENDING ARTICLE 4 TITLED “GENERAL 
PROVISIONS APPLYING TO ALL OR SEVERAL DISTRICTS” BY 
ADDING SECTION 10 TITLED “OUTDOOR LIGHTING”; PROVIDING A 
SAVINGS CLAUSE; PROVIDING A REPEALING CLAUSE; PROVIDING 
A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR A PENALTY OF A FINE 
NOT TO EXCEED THE SUM OF TWO THOUSAND ($2,000.00) DOLLARS 
FOR EACH OFFENSE; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.   

 
 WHEREAS, the Sachse City Council has determined that it is necessary to provide for 
comprehensive regulations regarding the provision of outdoor lighting on private property within 
the City; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Planning and Zoning Commission of the City of Sachse and the governing 
body of the City of Sachse, in compliance with state laws applying to amending the Zoning 
Ordinance and Map, have given the requisite notice by publication and otherwise, and after holding 
due hearings and affording a full and fair hearing to all property owners generally, the governing 
body of the City of Sachse is of the opinion that said Zoning Ordinance should be amended as 
provided herein; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF SACHSE, TEXAS, THAT: 
 
 SECTION 1.  The Code of Ordinances, City of Sachse, Texas, be amended, by amending 
Chapter 11 titled “Zoning”, by amending Article 4 titled “General Provisions Applying to All or 
Several Districts” by adding Section 10 titled “Outdoor Lighting”, to read as follows: 
 

“Chapter 11 
 

ZONING 
 
. . . . .  
 

ARTICLE 4.  GENERAL PROVISIONS APPLYING TO ALL OR SEVERAL 
DISTRICTS 

 
. . . . 
 
Sec. 10. Lighting. 
 
 10.1 General.  This section establishes minimum criteria for the installation, use and 
maintenance of outdoor lighting.  
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 10.2 Purpose.  The purpose of the lighting standards is to: 
 

A. Preserve and enhance the lawful nighttime use and enjoyment of property; 
 
B. Protect drivers and pedestrians on nearby travel ways from disabling glare from non-

vehicular light sources that shine directly into their eyes, thereby, impairing safe travel; 
 
C. Shield neighboring properties from nuisance glare and trespass resulting from improperly 

directed or unshielded light sources; 
 
D. Prevent and/or lessen light pollution; 
 
E. Promote efficient design and operation with regard to energy conservation; and 
 
F. Curtail the degradation of the nighttime visual environment. 

 
 10.3 Definitions.  The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall 
have the meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a 
different meaning:  
 

Building official means the chief building official for the City of Sachse, or his or her 
designee, having responsibility to enforce and administer this article.  

 
Bulb or lamp means the source of electric light. To be distinguished from the whole 

assembly, lamp is used to denote the bulb and its housing.  
 
Candela means the unit of luminous intensity in a given direction.  It is commonly called one 

(1) candlepower.  
 
Cutoff fixture means a fixture that provides a cutoff (shielding) of the light emitted.  
 
Diffusing luminaire means one that scatters light substantially in all directions as contrasted 

with a directional luminaire which confines its light principally in an angle of less than one 
hundred eighty (180) degrees.  

 

Floodlight means a luminaire designed to project its light in a well-defined area.  It is 
directional in character.  

 

Floodlight beam means the angular spread of light between two (2) orthogonal planes each of 
which equal ten (10) percent of the maximum candlepower within the beam.  

 

Footcandle means the amount of illumination provided by one (1) lumen uniformly 
distributed on one (1) square foot of surface.  

 

Footlambert means the luminance of a surface uniformly emitting, transmitting, or reflecting 
one (1) lumen per square foot of surface.  
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Fixture means the assembly that holds the lamp in a lighting system.  It includes the elements 
designed to give light output control, such as a reflector (mirror) or defractor (lens), the ballast, 
housing and the attachment parts.  

 
Full cutoff fixture means a fixture that allows no emission above a horizontal plane through 

the fixture.  
 
Fully shielded means light fixtures that are constructed so all light rays emitted by the fixture 

are projected below the horizontal plane passing through the lowest point on the fixture from 
which light is emitted, nearly one-hundred percent (100%) cut-off type, as evidenced by the 
manufacturer’s photometric data.  

 
Glare means direct lighting emitted from a luminary that causes reduced vision or temporary 

blindness.  
 
High pressure sodium (HPS) means a high intensity discharge lamp where radiation is 

produced from sodium vapor at relatively high partial pressures (100 tore).  HPS is essentially 
point source light.  

 
Horizontal plane means a line horizontal to the lowest point on the fixture from which light 

is emitted.  
 
Illumination means the density of the luminous flux (lumens) incident on a surface.  It is the 

quotient of the luminous flux divided by the area of the surface, expressed in footcandles.  
 
Incandescent lamp means any lamp that produces light by heating a filament through use of 

an electric current.  
 
Installed means the attachment, or assembly fixed in place, whether or not connected to a 

power source, or any outdoor light fixture.  
 
Kilowatt (kwh) means a unit of energy equal to the work done by one (1) kilowatt (1000 

watts) of power acting for one (1) hour.  
 
Light source means a device (such as a lamp) which produces visible energy as distinguished 

from devices or bodies which reflect or transmit light such as a luminaire.  
 
Light trespass means light falling outside the boundary of property for which it was 

originally intended or needed. Also referred to as spillover light or obtrusive light.  
 
Low pressure sodium (LPS) means a discharge lamp where the light is produced by radiation 

from sodium vapor at a relatively low partial pressure (about 0.001 tore).  LPS is a "tube source" 
monochromatic light.  
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Lumen means the quantity of luminous flux intercepted by a surface of one (1) square foot, 
all points of which are one (1) foot from a uniform source of one (1) candela.  A one-candela 
source provides 12.57 lumens.  

 
Luminaire means a device or fixture containing a light source and means for directing and 

controlling the distribution of light from the source.  
 
Luminance means the luminous intensity per unit projected area of a given surface viewed 

from a given direction; for purposes of this article expressed in candelas divided by distance 
squared.  

 
Mercury lamp means a high intensity discharge lamp where light is produced by radiation 

from mercury vapor.  
 
Metal halide lamp means a high intensity discharge lamp where light is produced by 

radiation from metal halide vapor.  
 
Outdoor lighting fixture means an outdoor artificial illumination device, whether permanent 

or portable, used for illumination outdoors and shall include but not be limited to devices used 
for search, spot, flood and area lighting for buildings and structures, recreational facilities, 
parking areas, landscape lighting, outdoor advertising displays, billboards, signs, public and 
private street lighting and walkway lighting.  

 
Partially shielded means shielding so that the lower edge of the shield is at or below the 

centerline of the light source or lamp so as to minimize light transmission above the horizontal 
plane, or at least ninety percent (90%) of the emitted light projects below the horizontal plane as 
evidenced by the manufacturer's photometric data.  

 
Photometric means quantitative measurements of light levels and distribution.  
 
Shielding means a physical structure intended to restrict emitted light. 
 
Substantial change means any change to the lamp or bulb that alters the lighting properties of 

the site, or any change in the type, style or orientation of a light fixture. 
 

 10.4 Applicability and Exemptions.  The lighting standards for the City of Sachse shall apply 
to all new construction except as follows: 
 

A. Outdoor lighting that lawfully exists as of the date of this ordinance shall be deemed a 
lawful use.  Any substantial change or addition to the existing lighting system, as 
determined by the Building Official, shall comply with the provisions of this ordinance.  
If a site substantially changes more than twenty-five percent (25%) of the lighting on a 
site or adds new lighting that increases the number of light fixtures by more than twenty 
five percent (25%), the entire site shall comply with the provisions of this ordinance. 
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B. Commercial sites approved as part of a site plan prior to the ordinance from which this 
chapter is derived shall conform to the provisions in place at that time.  Any substantial 
change or addition to the existing lighting system shall, as determined by the Building 
Official, comply with the provisions of this section.  If a site substantially changes more 
than twenty-five percent (25%) of the lighting on a site or adds new lighting that 
increases the number of light fixtures by more than twenty five percent (25%), the entire 
site shall comply with the provisions of this ordinance. 

 
C. If a use with existing, non-conforming lighting shall cease operation for a period of more 

than eighteen (18) months, then such nonconforming lighting shall be deemed 
permanently abandoned.  The lighting on such site shall be brought into conformance 
with the provisions of this ordinance prior to the redevelopment or re-use of the site. 

 
D. The following uses shall be exempt from the requirements of this section: 

 
(1) Lighting installed by a governmental agency for public benefit on public rights-of-

way, parks, and public recreation areas; 
 
(2) Temporary special effects of holiday lighting; 
 
(3) Navigation and airport lighting required by the Federal Aviation Administration for 

operation of airplanes; and 
 
(4) Emergency lighting by police, fire, and/or municipal, state or federal government 

authorities. 
 

10.5 Submittal Requirements. 
 

A. As part of any site plan application or prior to altering any existing lighting, the applicant 
shall submit evidence that the proposed work will comply with this chapter.  The 
submission shall contain, but is not be limited to, the following:  

 
(1) Plans I indicating the location on the premises, and the type of illuminating devices, 

fixtures, lamps, supports, reflectors and other devices, and the mounting height of 
the light; 

 
(2) Description of the illuminating devices, fixtures, lamps, supports, reflectors and 

other devices shall include, but is not limited to, catalog cuts by manufacturers and 
drawings; and 

  
(3) Photometric plans showing illumination levels on the property, at the property line 

and just beyond the property line, as well as other data such as that furnished by 
manufacturers or similar data showing the angle of cutoff for light emissions. 
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B. The required plans, description, and data provided shall be sufficient to enable the plans 
examiner to readily determine whether compliance with the requirements of this chapter 
will be secured.   

 10.6 Measurement.   
 
A. Metering equipment.  Lighting levels shall be measured in footcandles with a direct 

reading, portable light meter.  The meter shall read within an accuracy of plus or minus 
five percent.  It shall have been tested and calibrated by an independent commercial 
photometric laboratory or the manufacturer within one year of the date of use as attested 
to by a certificate issued by such laboratory. 

 
B. Method of measurement.  The meter sensor shall be mounted or held not more than six 

inches above ground level in a horizontal position.  Readings shall be taken only after the 
cell has been exposed to provide a constant reading.  Measurements shall be made when 
the National Weather Service indicates visibility is six miles or greater such that 
measurements will not be adversely affected by atmospheric scatter.  Measurements shall 
be made at least one hour after sunset or one hour prior to sunrise with the existing 
questioned light sources on, then with the same sources off.  The difference between the 
two readings shall be compared to the limitations stated by this section.  This procedure 
eliminates the effects of moonlight and other ambient light.  However, if lighting levels 
comply with the light sources on then no further reading is needed with the light sources 
off to demonstrate compliance. 

 
C. Computation of illumination.  Illumination at a point may be computed in lieu of 

measurement.  Computation methods shall consist of an Illumination Engineering Society 
of North America accepted method, using certified photometric data furnished by the 
fixture manufacturer, lamp manufacturer, photometric laboratory, or other reliable 
authority satisfactory to the city.  Computations shall be based on new, properly seasoned 
lamps, new and clean fixtures, and at rated voltage and wattage, with ballasts, lenses, 
shields, diffusers, and other appurtenances in place, and with proper regard taken for 
mounting height, relative elevation, natural and man-made objects and industry standard 
maintenance factors. 

 

 10.7 Illumination.   
 

A. Limitations on neighboring property.  The limit of illumination on neighboring property 
from one establishment shall be based on the zoning of the neighboring property.  
Maximum computed maintained and maximum measured footcandles at the neighboring 
property lines shall not exceed: 

 
(1) Single family and two-family residential districts. 0.25 footcandles 
(2) Multifamily residential districts    0.5 footcandles 
(3) Agriculture      1.0 footcandles 
(4) Nonresidential districts (excluding industrial)  3.0 footcandles 
(5) Rights-of-way and private streets   3.0 footcandles 
(6) Industrial districts     5.0 footcandles 
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(7) Exception.  Illumination at interior property lines on contiguous lots in a 
multitenant nonresidential development may exceed the above criteria when 
necessary to provide constant lighting levels of adjoining parking areas, fire lanes 
and interior access roadways as determined by the Director of Community 
Development. 

 
B. Limitations on subject property.  The maximum outdoor maintained computed and 

measured illumination level on the subject property shall not exceed 20 footcandles at 
any point, with the following exceptions: 

 
(1) Lighting under canopies (such as service stations) shall not exceed 30 footcandles.  

All other lighting on the site shall comply with the provisions of this section. 
 

(2) Lighting for car dealerships shall not exceed 30 footcandles within vehicle display 
areas.   

 
 10.8 Luminance.   

 
A. Calculations generally.  If illumination measurements are not practical as determined by 

the Building Official and no other means of measuring fixture luminance is immediately 
available, a computation for measuring luminance may be used to determine compliance 
with this article.  

 
B. Luminance calculations using luminaire photometric data. For the purpose of this article, 

the luminance shall be computed by the formula:  
 

L       =   ___I____    
(d2 + h2)  

 
where I is the fixture candlepower in candelas in the direction of the point from which the 
calculations are to be made, d is the shortest distance in feet measured horizontally from the 
property line to a point directly under the luminaire, and h is the height of the luminaire 
above the eye level (at the property line) as explained in Figure A below:  
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C. Luminance limitations.  The luminance on neighboring property from one establishment 
shall be by zoning of the neighboring property. The luminance as calculated in subsection 
(b) shall not exceed the value by zoning as follows:  
Luminance  
Single-family and two-family residential districts   0.02  
Multiple-family residential districts     0.05  
Nonresidential districts, streets     0.30  
Industrial districts       0.50  

 
 10.9 Effective Outdoor Lighting.  The purpose of the effective outdoor lighting section is to 
minimize glare, sky glow, light trespass and excessive energy consumption through the use of 
appropriate lighting fixtures, practices and systems, while maintaining safety, security and 
productivity and curtailing degradation of the nighttime visual environment.  The following are 
requirements for effective outdoor lighting: 

 
A. Fully shielded luminaries shall be required in all outdoor lighting installations, with the 

following exceptions: 
 

(1) Outdoor light fixtures used to illuminate flags, statues, or any other objects mounted 
on a pole, pedestal or platform shall use a very narrow cone of light or shielded 
lights for the purpose of confining the light to the object of interest and minimize 
light spillover and glare.  Compliance with this provision shall be subject to 
approval by the Building Official.  

  
(2) Building facades and architectural features of buildings may be floodlighted when 

the floodlight fixtures are equipped with shields and are located so as to limit the 
fixture’s direct light distribution to the façade or feature being illuminated.  The 
configuration of the floodlight installation shall block all view to the floodlight 
fixture’s lamps from adjacent properties.  Compliance with this provision shall be 
subject to approval by the Building Official. 

 
B. The following lamp types shall be prohibited for outdoor lighting: 
 

(1) Low pressure sodium 
(2) Mercury vapor 

 
C. The quality of the light source shall be a minimum of 65 CRI (color rendering index) as 

indicated by the lamp manufacturer’s data. 
 
D. Outdoor lighting shall be constructed and installed in a manner consistent with this 

section and shall be located so as not produce glare or direct illumination across the 
property line or onto rights-of-way. 

 
E. Pole height.   
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(1) In parking areas containing zero to 150 parking spaces, the maximum height of 
lighting pole standards shall not exceed 25 feet. 

(2) In parking areas containing 151 or more parking spaces, the maximum height of 
lighting pole standards shall not exceed 35 feet. 

(3) For contiguous lots in a multitenant nonresidential development, adjacent parking 
areas may be combined for the purposes of calculating parking spaces used to 
determine maximum pole height. 

 
F. Hours of operation.   
 

(1) Lighting used for the illumination of outdoor sales and eating areas, on-site 
advertising, assembly areas, repair areas, and businesses may be operated during the 
hours that the facilities are open to the public; 
 

(2) Lighting used for the illumination of recreational and sporting areas shall be turned 
off by 11:00 pm on Monday through Thursday and by 12:00 midnight on Friday 
and Saturday.  The use of lights on Sunday is prohibited; and  

 
(3) Lighting used for the illumination of walkways, roadways, equipment yards, 

parking areas and outdoor security may be operated anytime." 
 

 
SECTION 2.That all provisions of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Sachse, Texas, 

in conflict with the provisions of this ordinance be and the same are hereby, repealed, and all 
other provisions not in conflict with the provisions of this ordinance shall remain in full force 
and effect. 

 
 SECTION 3. That should any word, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, clause, phrase or 
section of this ordinance, of the Code of Ordinances, as amended hereby, be adjudged or held to 
be unconstitutional, illegal or invalid, the same shall not affect the validity of the remaining 
portions of said ordinance or the Code of Ordinances, as amended hereby, which shall remain in 
full force and effect. 
 
 SECTION 4. That an offense committed before the effective date of this ordinance is 
governed by the prior law and the provisions of the Code of Ordinances, as amended, in effect when 
the offense was committed and the former law is continued in effect for this purpose. 
 
 SECTION 5. That any person, firm or corporation violating any of the provisions or 
terms of this ordinance shall be subject to the same penalty as provided for in the Comprehensive 
Zoning Ordinance of the City of Sachse, as heretofore amended, and upon conviction shall be 
punished by a fine not to exceed the sum of two thousand dollars ($2000.00) for each offense; 
and each and every day such violation shall continue shall be deemed to constitute a separate 
offense. 
 
  SECTION 7.  This ordinance shall take effect immediately from and after its passage 
and the publication of the caption, as the law and Charter in such cases provide. 
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DULY APPROVED AND PASSED by the City Council of the City of Sachse, Texas 
on the _____day of _______________, 2013. 
        
       APPROVED: 
 
       ___________________________________ 
       Mike Felix 
       Mayor 
 

DULY ENROLLED: 
 
_________________________________  
Terry Smith 
City Secretary 

 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
  
_________________________________  
Peter G. Smith 
City Attorney 
(JJG/01-15-13/58998) 
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ORDINANCE NO. ______ 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF SACHSE, TEXAS, AMENDING THE 
SACHSE CODE OF ORDINANCES BY AMENDING CHAPTER 11, 
TITLED “ZONING”, BY AMENDING ARTICLE 4 TITLED “GENERAL 
PROVISIONS APPLYING TO ALL OR SEVERAL DISTRICTS” BY 
ADDING SECTION 10 TITLED “OUTDOOR LIGHTING”; PROVIDING A 
SAVINGS CLAUSE; PROVIDING A REPEALING CLAUSE; PROVIDING 
A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR A PENALTY OF A FINE 
NOT TO EXCEED THE SUM OF TWO THOUSAND ($2,000.00) DOLLARS 
FOR EACH OFFENSE; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.   

 
 WHEREAS, the Sachse City Council has determined that it is necessary to provide for 
comprehensive regulations regarding the provision of outdoor lighting on private property within 
the City; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Planning and Zoning Commission of the City of Sachse and the governing 
body of the City of Sachse, in compliance with state laws applying to amending the Zoning 
Ordinance and Map, have given the requisite notice by publication and otherwise, and after holding 
due hearings and affording a full and fair hearing to all property owners generally, the governing 
body of the City of Sachse is of the opinion that said Zoning Ordinance should be amended as 
provided herein; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF SACHSE, TEXAS, THAT: 
 
 SECTION 1.  The Code of Ordinances, City of Sachse, Texas, be amended, by amending 
Chapter 11 titled “Zoning”, by amending Article 4 titled “General Provisions Applying to All or 
Several Districts” by adding Section 10 titled “Outdoor Lighting”, to read as follows: 
 

“Chapter 11 
 

ZONING 
 
. . . . .  
 

ARTICLE 4.  GENERAL PROVISIONS APPLYING TO ALL OR SEVERAL 
DISTRICTS 

 
. . . . 
 
Sec. 10. Lighting. 
 
 10.1 General.  This section establishes minimum criteria for the installation, use and 
maintenance of outdoor lighting.  
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 10.2 Purpose.  The purpose of the lighting standards is to: 
 

A. Preserve and enhance the lawful nighttime use and enjoyment of property; 
 
B. Protect drivers and pedestrians on nearby travel ways from disabling glare from non-

vehicular light sources that shine directly into their eyes, thereby, impairing safe travel; 
 
C. Shield neighboring properties from nuisance glare and trespass resulting from improperly 

directed or unshielded light sources; 
 
D. Prevent and/or lessen light pollution; 
 
E. Promote efficient design and operation with regard to energy conservation; and 
 
F. Curtail the degradation of the nighttime visual environment. 

 
 10.3 Definitions.  The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall 
have the meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a 
different meaning:  
 

Building official means the chief building official for the City of Sachse, or his or her 
designee, having responsibility to enforce and administer this article.  

 
Bulb or lamp means the source of electric light. To be distinguished from the whole 

assembly, lamp is used to denote the bulb and its housing.  
 
Candela means the unit of luminous intensity in a given direction.  It is commonly called one 

(1) candlepower.  
 
Cutoff fixture means a fixture that provides a cutoff (shielding) of the light emitted.  
 
Diffusing luminaire means one that scatters light substantially in all directions as contrasted 

with a directional luminaire which confines its light principally in an angle of less than one 
hundred eighty (180) degrees.  

 

Floodlight means a luminaire designed to project its light in a well-defined area.  It is 
directional in character.  

 

Floodlight beam means the angular spread of light between two (2) orthogonal planes each of 
which equal ten (10) percent of the maximum candlepower within the beam.  

 

Footcandle means the amount of illumination provided by one (1) lumen uniformly 
distributed on one (1) square foot of surface.  

 

Footlambert means the luminance of a surface uniformly emitting, transmitting, or reflecting 
one (1) lumen per square foot of surface.  
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Fixture means the assembly that holds the lamp in a lighting system.  It includes the elements 
designed to give light output control, such as a reflector (mirror) or defractor (lens), the ballast, 
housing and the attachment parts.  

 
Full cutoff fixture means a fixture that allows no emission above a horizontal plane through 

the fixture.  
 
Fully shielded means light fixtures that are constructed so all light rays emitted by the fixture 

are projected below the horizontal plane passing through the lowest point on the fixture from 
which light is emitted, nearly one-hundred percent (100%) cut-off type, as evidenced by the 
manufacturer’s photometric data.  

 
Glare means direct lighting emitted from a luminary that causes reduced vision or temporary 

blindness.  
 
High pressure sodium (HPS) means a high intensity discharge lamp where radiation is 

produced from sodium vapor at relatively high partial pressures (100 tore).  HPS is essentially 
point source light.  

 
Horizontal plane means a line horizontal to the lowest point on the fixture from which light 

is emitted.  
 
Illumination means the density of the luminous flux (lumens) incident on a surface.  It is the 

quotient of the luminous flux divided by the area of the surface, expressed in footcandles.  
 
Incandescent lamp means any lamp that produces light by heating a filament through use of 

an electric current.  
 
Installed means the attachment, or assembly fixed in place, whether or not connected to a 

power source, or any outdoor light fixture.  
 
Kilowatt (kwh) means a unit of energy equal to the work done by one (1) kilowatt (1000 

watts) of power acting for one (1) hour.  
 
Light source means a device (such as a lamp) which produces visible energy as distinguished 

from devices or bodies which reflect or transmit light such as a luminaire.  
 
Light trespass means light falling outside the boundary of property for which it was 

originally intended or needed. Also referred to as spillover light or obtrusive light.  
 
Low pressure sodium (LPS) means a discharge lamp where the light is produced by radiation 

from sodium vapor at a relatively low partial pressure (about 0.001 tore).  LPS is a "tube source" 
monochromatic light.  
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Lumen means the quantity of luminous flux intercepted by a surface of one (1) square foot, 
all points of which are one (1) foot from a uniform source of one (1) candela.  A one-candela 
source provides 12.57 lumens.  

 
Luminaire means a device or fixture containing a light source and means for directing and 

controlling the distribution of light from the source.  
 
Luminance means the luminous intensity per unit projected area of a given surface viewed 

from a given direction; for purposes of this article expressed in candelas divided by distance 
squared.  

 
Mercury lamp means a high intensity discharge lamp where light is produced by radiation 

from mercury vapor.  
 
Metal halide lamp means a high intensity discharge lamp where light is produced by 

radiation from metal halide vapor.  
 
Outdoor lighting fixture means an outdoor artificial illumination device, whether permanent 

or portable, used for illumination outdoors and shall include but not be limited to devices used 
for search, spot, flood and area lighting for buildings and structures, recreational facilities, 
parking areas, landscape lighting, outdoor advertising displays, billboards, signs, public and 
private street lighting and walkway lighting.  

 
Partially shielded means shielding so that the lower edge of the shield is at or below the 

centerline of the light source or lamp so as to minimize light transmission above the horizontal 
plane, or at least ninety percent (90%) of the emitted light projects below the horizontal plane as 
evidenced by the manufacturer's photometric data.  

 
Photometric means quantitative measurements of light levels and distribution.  
 
Shielding means a physical structure intended to restrict emitted light. 
 
Substantial change means any change to the lamp or bulb that alters the lighting properties of 

the site, or any change in the type, style or orientation of a light fixture. 
 

 10.4 Applicability and Exemptions.  The lighting standards for the City of Sachse shall apply 
to all new construction except as follows: 
 

A. Outdoor lighting that lawfully exists as of the date of this ordinance shall be deemed a 
lawful use.  Any substantial change or addition to the existing lighting system, as 
determined by the Building Official, shall comply with the provisions of this ordinance.  
If a site substantially changes more than twenty-five percent (25%) of the lighting on a 
site or adds new lighting that increases the number of light fixtures by more than twenty 
five percent (25%), the entire site shall comply with the provisions of this ordinance. 
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B. Commercial sites approved as part of a site plan prior to the ordinance from which this 
chapter is derived shall conform to the provisions in place at that time.  Any substantial 
change or addition to the existing lighting system shall, as determined by the Building 
Official, comply with the provisions of this section.  If a site substantially changes more 
than twenty-five percent (25%) of the lighting on a site or adds new lighting that 
increases the number of light fixtures by more than twenty five percent (25%), the entire 
site shall comply with the provisions of this ordinance. 

 
C. If a use with existing, non-conforming lighting shall cease operation for a period of more 

than eighteen (18) months, then such nonconforming lighting shall be deemed 
permanently abandoned.  The lighting on such site shall be brought into conformance 
with the provisions of this ordinance prior to the redevelopment or re-use of the site. 

 
D. The following uses shall be exempt from the requirements of this section: 

 
(1) Lighting installed by a governmental agency for public benefit on public rights-of-

way, parks, and public recreation areas; 
 
(2) Temporary special effects of holiday lighting; 
 
(3) Navigation and airport lighting required by the Federal Aviation Administration for 

operation of airplanes; and 
 
(4) Emergency lighting by police, fire, and/or municipal, state or federal government 

authorities. 
 

10.5 Submittal Requirements. 
 

A. As part of any site plan application or prior to altering any existing lighting, the applicant 
shall submit evidence that the proposed work will comply with this chapter.  The 
submission shall contain, but is not be limited to, the following:  

 
(1) Plans I indicating the location on the premises, and the type of illuminating devices, 

fixtures, lamps, supports, reflectors and other devices, and the mounting height of 
the light; 

 
(2) Description of the illuminating devices, fixtures, lamps, supports, reflectors and 

other devices shall include, but is not limited to, catalog cuts by manufacturers and 
drawings; and 

  
(3) Photometric plans showing illumination levels on the property, at the property line 

and just beyond the property line, as well as other data such as that furnished by 
manufacturers or similar data showing the angle of cutoff for light emissions. 
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B. The required plans, description, and data provided shall be sufficient to enable the plans 
examiner to readily determine whether compliance with the requirements of this chapter 
will be secured.   

 10.6 Measurement.   
 
A. Metering equipment.  Lighting levels shall be measured in footcandles with a direct 

reading, portable light meter.  The meter shall read within an accuracy of plus or minus 
five percent.  It shall have been tested and calibrated by an independent commercial 
photometric laboratory or the manufacturer within one year of the date of use as attested 
to by a certificate issued by such laboratory. 

 
B. Method of measurement.  The meter sensor shall be mounted or held not more than six 

inches above ground level in a horizontal position.  Readings shall be taken only after the 
cell has been exposed to provide a constant reading.  Measurements shall be made when 
the National Weather Service indicates visibility is six miles or greater such that 
measurements will not be adversely affected by atmospheric scatter.  Measurements shall 
be made at least one hour after sunset or one hour prior to sunrise with the existing 
questioned light sources on, then with the same sources off.  The difference between the 
two readings shall be compared to the limitations stated by this section.  This procedure 
eliminates the effects of moonlight and other ambient light.  However, if lighting levels 
comply with the light sources on then no further reading is needed with the light sources 
off to demonstrate compliance. 

 
C. Computation of illumination.  Illumination at a point may be computed in lieu of 

measurement.  Computation methods shall consist of an Illumination Engineering Society 
of North America accepted method, using certified photometric data furnished by the 
fixture manufacturer, lamp manufacturer, photometric laboratory, or other reliable 
authority satisfactory to the city.  Computations shall be based on new, properly seasoned 
lamps, new and clean fixtures, and at rated voltage and wattage, with ballasts, lenses, 
shields, diffusers, and other appurtenances in place, and with proper regard taken for 
mounting height, relative elevation, natural and man-made objects and industry standard 
maintenance factors. 

 

 10.7 Illumination.   
 

A. Limitations on neighboring property.  The limit of illumination on neighboring property 
from one establishment shall be based on the zoning of the neighboring property.  
Maximum computed maintained and maximum measured footcandles at the neighboring 
property lines shall not exceed: 

 
(1) Single family and two-family residential districts. 0.25 footcandles 
(2) Multifamily residential districts    0.5 footcandles 
(3) Agriculture      1.0 footcandles 
(4) Nonresidential districts (excluding industrial)  3.0 footcandles 
(5) Rights-of-way and private streets   3.0 footcandles 
(6) Industrial districts     5.0 footcandles 
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(7) Exception.  Illumination at interior property lines on contiguous lots in a 
multitenant nonresidential development may exceed the above criteria when 
necessary to provide constant lighting levels of adjoining parking areas, fire lanes 
and interior access roadways as determined by the Director of Community 
Development. 

 
B. Limitations on subject property.  The maximum outdoor maintained computed and 

measured illumination level on the subject property shall not exceed 20 footcandles at 
any point, with the following exceptions: 

 
(1) Lighting under canopies (such as service stations) shall not exceed 30 footcandles.  

All other lighting on the site shall comply with the provisions of this section. 
 

(2) Lighting for car dealerships shall not exceed 30 footcandles within vehicle display 
areas.   

 
 10.8 Luminance.   

 
A. Calculations generally.  If illumination measurements are not practical as determined by 

the Building Official and no other means of measuring fixture luminance is immediately 
available, a computation for measuring luminance may be used to determine compliance 
with this article.  

 
B. Luminance calculations using luminaire photometric data. For the purpose of this article, 

the luminance shall be computed by the formula:  
 

L       =   ___I____    
(d2 + h2)  

 
where I is the fixture candlepower in candelas in the direction of the point from which the 
calculations are to be made, d is the shortest distance in feet measured horizontally from the 
property line to a point directly under the luminaire, and h is the height of the luminaire 
above the eye level (at the property line) as explained in Figure A below:  
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C. Luminance limitations.  The luminance on neighboring property from one establishment 
shall be by zoning of the neighboring property. The luminance as calculated in subsection 
(b) shall not exceed the value by zoning as follows:  
Luminance  
Single-family and two-family residential districts   0.02  
Multiple-family residential districts     0.05  
Nonresidential districts, streets     0.30  
Industrial districts       0.50  

 
 10.9 Effective Outdoor Lighting.  The purpose of the effective outdoor lighting section is to 
minimize glare, sky glow, light trespass and excessive energy consumption through the use of 
appropriate lighting fixtures, practices and systems, while maintaining safety, security and 
productivity and curtailing degradation of the nighttime visual environment.  The following are 
requirements for effective outdoor lighting: 

 
A. Fully shielded luminaries shall be required in all outdoor lighting installations, with the 

following exceptions: 
 

(1) Any light source 15 watts and under shall be permitted as a non-cutoff fixture. 
 
(2) Outdoor light fixtures used to illuminate flags, statues, or any other objects mounted 

on a pole, pedestal or platform shall use a very narrow cone of light or shielded 
lights for the purpose of confining the light to the object of interest and minimize 
light spillover and glare.  Compliance with this provision shall be subject to 
approval by the Building Official.  

  
(3) Building facades and architectural features of buildings may be floodlighted when 

the floodlight fixtures are equipped with shields and are located so as to limit the 
fixture’s direct light distribution to the façade or feature being illuminated.  The 
configuration of the floodlight installation shall block all view to the floodlight 
fixture’s lamps from adjacent properties.  Compliance with this provision shall be 
subject to approval by the Building Official. 

 
B. The following lamp types shall be prohibited for outdoor lighting: 
 

(1) Low pressure sodium 
(2) Mercury vapor 

 
C. The quality of the light source shall be a minimum of 65 CRI (color rendering index) as 

indicated by the lamp manufacturer’s data. 
 
D. Outdoor lighting shall be constructed and installed in a manner consistent with this 

section and shall be located so as not produce glare or direct illumination across the 
property line or onto rights-of-way. 

 
E. Pole height.   
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(1) In parking areas containing zero to 150 parking spaces, the maximum height of 

lighting pole standards shall not exceed 25 feet. 
(2) In parking areas containing 151 or more parking spaces, the maximum height of 

lighting pole standards shall not exceed 35 feet. 
(3) For contiguous lots in a multitenant nonresidential development, adjacent parking 

areas may be combined for the purposes of calculating parking spaces used to 
determine maximum pole height. 

 
F. Hours of operation.   
 

(1) Lighting used for the illumination of outdoor sales and eating areas, on-site 
advertising, assembly areas, repair areas, and businesses may be operated during the 
hours that the facilities are open to the public; 
 

(2) Lighting used for the illumination of recreational and sporting areas shall be turned 
off by 11:00 pm on Monday through Thursday and by 12:00 midnight on Friday 
and Saturday.  The use of lights on Sunday is prohibited; and  

 
(3) Lighting used for the illumination of walkways, roadways, equipment yards, 

parking areas and outdoor security may be operated anytime." 
 

 
SECTION 2.That all provisions of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Sachse, Texas, 

in conflict with the provisions of this ordinance be and the same are hereby, repealed, and all 
other provisions not in conflict with the provisions of this ordinance shall remain in full force 
and effect. 

 
 SECTION 3. That should any word, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, clause, phrase or 
section of this ordinance, of the Code of Ordinances, as amended hereby, be adjudged or held to 
be unconstitutional, illegal or invalid, the same shall not affect the validity of the remaining 
portions of said ordinance or the Code of Ordinances, as amended hereby, which shall remain in 
full force and effect. 
 
 SECTION 4. That an offense committed before the effective date of this ordinance is 
governed by the prior law and the provisions of the Code of Ordinances, as amended, in effect when 
the offense was committed and the former law is continued in effect for this purpose. 
 
 SECTION 5. That any person, firm or corporation violating any of the provisions or 
terms of this ordinance shall be subject to the same penalty as provided for in the Comprehensive 
Zoning Ordinance of the City of Sachse, as heretofore amended, and upon conviction shall be 
punished by a fine not to exceed the sum of two thousand dollars ($2000.00) for each offense; 
and each and every day such violation shall continue shall be deemed to constitute a separate 
offense. 
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  SECTION 7.  This ordinance shall take effect immediately from and after its passage 
and the publication of the caption, as the law and Charter in such cases provide. 
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DULY APPROVED AND PASSED by the City Council of the City of Sachse, Texas 
on the _____day of _______________, 2013. 
        
       APPROVED: 
 
       ___________________________________ 
       Mike Felix 
       Mayor 
 

DULY ENROLLED: 
 
_________________________________  
Terry Smith 
City Secretary 

 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
  
_________________________________  
Peter G. Smith 
City Attorney 
(JJG/01-15-13/58998) 

 

        
  
 
 
 



1 

ORDINANCE NO. ______ 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF SACHSE, TEXAS, AMENDING THE 
SACHSE CODE OF ORDINANCES BY AMENDING CHAPTER 11, 
TITLED “ZONING”, BY AMENDING ARTICLE 4 TITLED “GENERAL 
PROVISIONS APPLYING TO ALL OR SEVERAL DISTRICTS” BY 
ADDING SECTION 10 TITLED “OUTDOOR LIGHTING”; PROVIDING A 
SAVINGS CLAUSE; PROVIDING A REPEALING CLAUSE; PROVIDING 
A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR A PENALTY OF A FINE 
NOT TO EXCEED THE SUM OF TWO THOUSAND ($2,000.00) DOLLARS 
FOR EACH OFFENSE; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.   

 
 WHEREAS, the Sachse City Council has determined that it is necessary to provide for 
comprehensive regulations regarding the provision of outdoor lighting on private property within 
the City; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Planning and Zoning Commission of the City of Sachse and the governing 
body of the City of Sachse, in compliance with state laws applying to amending the Zoning 
Ordinance and Map, have given the requisite notice by publication and otherwise, and after holding 
due hearings and affording a full and fair hearing to all property owners generally, the governing 
body of the City of Sachse is of the opinion that said Zoning Ordinance should be amended as 
provided herein; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF SACHSE, TEXAS, THAT: 
 
 SECTION 1.  The Code of Ordinances, City of Sachse, Texas, be amended, by amending 
Chapter 11 titled “Zoning”, by amending Article 4 titled “General Provisions Applying to All or 
Several Districts” by adding Section 10 titled “Outdoor Lighting”, to read as follows: 
 

“Chapter 11 
 

ZONING 
 
. . . . .  
 

ARTICLE 4.  GENERAL PROVISIONS APPLYING TO ALL OR SEVERAL 
DISTRICTS 

 
. . . . 
 
Sec. 10. Lighting. 
 
 10.1 General.  This section establishes minimum criteria for the installation, use and 
maintenance of outdoor lighting.  
 

mkurbansade
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 10.2 Purpose.  The purpose of the lighting standards is to: 
 

A. Preserve and enhance the lawful nighttime use and enjoyment of property; 
 
B. Protect drivers and pedestrians on nearby travel ways from disabling glare from non-

vehicular light sources that shine directly into their eyes, thereby, impairing safe travel; 
 
C. Shield neighboring properties from nuisance glare and trespass resulting from improperly 

directed or unshielded light sources; 
 
D. Prevent and/or lessen light pollution; 
 
E. Promote efficient design and operation with regard to energy conservation; and 
 
F. Curtail the degradation of the nighttime visual environment. 

 
 10.3 Definitions.  The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall 
have the meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a 
different meaning:  
 

Building official means the chief building official for the City of Sachse, or his or her 
designee, having responsibility to enforce and administer this article.  

 
Bulb or lamp means the source of electric light. To be distinguished from the whole 

assembly, lamp is used to denote the bulb and its housing.  
 
Candela means the unit of luminous intensity in a given direction.  It is commonly called one 

(1) candlepower.  
 
Cutoff fixture means a fixture that provides a cutoff (shielding) of the light emitted.  
 
Diffusing luminaire means one that scatters light substantially in all directions as contrasted 

with a directional luminaire which confines its light principally in an angle of less than one 
hundred eighty (180) degrees.  

 

Floodlight means a luminaire designed to project its light in a well-defined area.  It is 
directional in character.  

 

Floodlight beam means the angular spread of light between two (2) orthogonal planes each of 
which equal ten (10) percent of the maximum candlepower within the beam.  

 

Footcandle means the amount of illumination provided by one (1) lumen uniformly 
distributed on one (1) square foot of surface.  

 

Footlambert means the luminance of a surface uniformly emitting, transmitting, or reflecting 
one (1) lumen per square foot of surface.  
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Fixture means the assembly that holds the lamp in a lighting system.  It includes the elements 
designed to give light output control, such as a reflector (mirror) or defractor (lens), the ballast, 
housing and the attachment parts.  

 
Full cutoff fixture means a fixture that allows no emission above a horizontal plane through 

the fixture.  
 
Fully shielded means light fixtures that are constructed so all light rays emitted by the fixture 

are projected below the horizontal plane passing through the lowest point on the fixture from 
which light is emitted, nearly one-hundred percent (100%) cut-off type, as evidenced by the 
manufacturer’s photometric data.  

 
Glare means direct lighting emitted from a luminary that causes reduced vision or temporary 

blindness.  
 
High pressure sodium (HPS) means a high intensity discharge lamp where radiation is 

produced from sodium vapor at relatively high partial pressures (100 tore).  HPS is essentially 
point source light.  

 
Horizontal plane means a line horizontal to the lowest point on the fixture from which light 

is emitted.  
 
Illumination means the density of the luminous flux (lumens) incident on a surface.  It is the 

quotient of the luminous flux divided by the area of the surface, expressed in footcandles.  
 
Incandescent lamp means any lamp that produces light by heating a filament through use of 

an electric current.  
 
Installed means the attachment, or assembly fixed in place, whether or not connected to a 

power source, or any outdoor light fixture.  
 
Kilowatt (kwh) means a unit of energy equal to the work done by one (1) kilowatt (1000 

watts) of power acting for one (1) hour.  
 
Light source means a device (such as a lamp) which produces visible energy as distinguished 

from devices or bodies which reflect or transmit light such as a luminaire.  
 
Light trespass means light falling outside the boundary of property for which it was 

originally intended or needed. Also referred to as spillover light or obtrusive light.  
 
Low pressure sodium (LPS) means a discharge lamp where the light is produced by radiation 

from sodium vapor at a relatively low partial pressure (about 0.001 tore).  LPS is a "tube source" 
monochromatic light.  
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Lumen means the quantity of luminous flux intercepted by a surface of one (1) square foot, 
all points of which are one (1) foot from a uniform source of one (1) candela.  A one-candela 
source provides 12.57 lumens.  

 
Luminaire means a device or fixture containing a light source and means for directing and 

controlling the distribution of light from the source.  
 
Luminance means the luminous intensity per unit projected area of a given surface viewed 

from a given direction; for purposes of this article expressed in candelas divided by distance 
squared.  

 
Mercury lamp means a high intensity discharge lamp where light is produced by radiation 

from mercury vapor.  
 
Metal halide lamp means a high intensity discharge lamp where light is produced by 

radiation from metal halide vapor.  
 
Outdoor lighting fixture means an outdoor artificial illumination device, whether permanent 

or portable, used for illumination outdoors and shall include but not be limited to devices used 
for search, spot, flood and area lighting for buildings and structures, recreational facilities, 
parking areas, landscape lighting, outdoor advertising displays, billboards, signs, public and 
private street lighting and walkway lighting.  

 
Partially shielded means shielding so that the lower edge of the shield is at or below the 

centerline of the light source or lamp so as to minimize light transmission above the horizontal 
plane, or at least ninety percent (90%) of the emitted light projects below the horizontal plane as 
evidenced by the manufacturer's photometric data.  

 
Photometric means quantitative measurements of light levels and distribution.  
 
Shielding means a physical structure intended to restrict emitted light. 
 
Substantial change means any change to the lamp or bulb that alters the lighting properties of 

the site, or any change in the type, style or orientation of a light fixture. 
 

 10.4 Applicability and Exemptions.  The lighting standards for the City of Sachse shall apply 
to all new construction except as follows: 
 

A. Outdoor lighting that lawfully exists as of the date of this ordinance shall be deemed a 
lawful use.  Any substantial change or addition to the existing lighting system, as 
determined by the Building Official, shall comply with the provisions of this ordinance.  
If a site substantially changes more than twenty-five percent (25%) of the lighting on a 
site or adds new lighting that increases the number of light fixtures by more than twenty 
five percent (25%), the entire site shall comply with the provisions of this ordinance. 
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B. Commercial sites approved as part of a site plan prior to the ordinance from which this 
chapter is derived shall conform to the provisions in place at that time.  Any substantial 
change or addition to the existing lighting system shall, as determined by the Building 
Official, comply with the provisions of this section.  If a site substantially changes more 
than twenty-five percent (25%) of the lighting on a site or adds new lighting that 
increases the number of light fixtures by more than twenty five percent (25%), the entire 
site shall comply with the provisions of this ordinance. 

 
C. If a use with existing, non-conforming lighting shall cease operation for a period of more 

than eighteen (18) months, then such nonconforming lighting shall be deemed 
permanently abandoned.  The lighting on such site shall be brought into conformance 
with the provisions of this ordinance prior to the redevelopment or re-use of the site. 

 
D. The following uses shall be exempt from the requirements of this section: 

 
(1) Lighting installed by a governmental agency for public benefit on public rights-of-

way, parks, and public recreation areas; 
 
(2) Temporary special effects of holiday lighting; 
 
(3) Navigation and airport lighting required by the Federal Aviation Administration for 

operation of airplanes; and 
 
(4) Emergency lighting by police, fire, and/or municipal, state or federal government 

authorities. 
 

10.5 Submittal Requirements. 
 

A. As part of any site plan application or prior to altering any existing lighting, the applicant 
shall submit evidence that the proposed work will comply with this chapter.  The 
submission shall contain, but is not be limited to, the following:  

 
(1) Plans I indicating the location on the premises, and the type of illuminating devices, 

fixtures, lamps, supports, reflectors and other devices, and the mounting height of 
the light; 

 
(2) Description of the illuminating devices, fixtures, lamps, supports, reflectors and 

other devices shall include, but is not limited to, catalog cuts by manufacturers and 
drawings; and 

  
(3) Photometric plans showing illumination levels on the property, at the property line 

and just beyond the property line, as well as other data such as that furnished by 
manufacturers or similar data showing the angle of cutoff for light emissions. 
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B. The required plans, description, and data provided shall be sufficient to enable the plans 
examiner to readily determine whether compliance with the requirements of this chapter 
will be secured.   

 10.6 Measurement.   
 
A. Metering equipment.  Lighting levels shall be measured in footcandles with a direct 

reading, portable light meter.  The meter shall read within an accuracy of plus or minus 
five percent.  It shall have been tested and calibrated by an independent commercial 
photometric laboratory or the manufacturer within one year of the date of use as attested 
to by a certificate issued by such laboratory. 

 
B. Method of measurement.  The meter sensor shall be mounted or held not more than six 

inches above ground level in a horizontal position.  Readings shall be taken only after the 
cell has been exposed to provide a constant reading.  Measurements shall be made when 
the National Weather Service indicates visibility is six miles or greater such that 
measurements will not be adversely affected by atmospheric scatter.  Measurements shall 
be made at least one hour after sunset or one hour prior to sunrise with the existing 
questioned light sources on, then with the same sources off.  The difference between the 
two readings shall be compared to the limitations stated by this section.  This procedure 
eliminates the effects of moonlight and other ambient light.  However, if lighting levels 
comply with the light sources on then no further reading is needed with the light sources 
off to demonstrate compliance. 

 
C. Computation of illumination.  Illumination at a point may be computed in lieu of 

measurement.  Computation methods shall consist of an Illumination Engineering Society 
of North America accepted method, using certified photometric data furnished by the 
fixture manufacturer, lamp manufacturer, photometric laboratory, or other reliable 
authority satisfactory to the city.  Computations shall be based on new, properly seasoned 
lamps, new and clean fixtures, and at rated voltage and wattage, with ballasts, lenses, 
shields, diffusers, and other appurtenances in place, and with proper regard taken for 
mounting height, relative elevation, natural and man-made objects and industry standard 
maintenance factors. 

 

 10.7 Illumination.   
 

A. Limitations on neighboring property.  The limit of illumination on neighboring property 
from one establishment shall be based on the zoning of the neighboring property.  
Maximum computed maintained and maximum measured footcandles at the neighboring 
property lines shall not exceed: 

 
(1) Single family and two-family residential districts. 0.25 footcandles 
(2) Multifamily residential districts    0.5 footcandles 
(3) Agriculture      1.0 footcandles 
(4) Nonresidential districts (excluding industrial)  3.0 footcandles 
(5) Rights-of-way and private streets   3.0 footcandles 
(6) Industrial districts     5.0 footcandles 
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(7) Exception.  Illumination at interior property lines on contiguous lots in a 
multitenant nonresidential development may exceed the above criteria when 
necessary to provide constant lighting levels of adjoining parking areas, fire lanes 
and interior access roadways as determined by the Director of Community 
Development. 

 
B. Limitations on subject property.  The maximum outdoor maintained computed and 

measured illumination level on the subject property shall not exceed 20 footcandles at 
any point, with the following exceptions: 

 
(1) Lighting under canopies (such as service stations) shall not exceed 30 footcandles.  

All other lighting on the site shall comply with the provisions of this section. 
 

(2) Lighting for car dealerships shall not exceed 30 footcandles within vehicle display 
areas.   

 
 10.8 Luminance.   

 
A. Calculations generally.  If illumination measurements are not practical as determined by 

the Building Official and no other means of measuring fixture luminance is immediately 
available, a computation for measuring luminance may be used to determine compliance 
with this article.  

 
B. Luminance calculations using luminaire photometric data. For the purpose of this article, 

the luminance shall be computed by the formula:  
 

L       =   ___I____    
(d2 + h2)  

 
where I is the fixture candlepower in candelas in the direction of the point from which the 
calculations are to be made, d is the shortest distance in feet measured horizontally from the 
property line to a point directly under the luminaire, and h is the height of the luminaire 
above the eye level (at the property line) as explained in Figure A below:  
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C. Luminance limitations.  The luminance on neighboring property from one establishment 
shall be by zoning of the neighboring property. The luminance as calculated in subsection 
(b) shall not exceed the value by zoning as follows:  
Luminance  
Single-family and two-family residential districts   0.02  
Multiple-family residential districts     0.05  
Nonresidential districts, streets     0.30  
Industrial districts       0.50  

 
 10.9 Effective Outdoor Lighting.  The purpose of the effective outdoor lighting section is to 
minimize glare, sky glow, light trespass and excessive energy consumption through the use of 
appropriate lighting fixtures, practices and systems, while maintaining safety, security and 
productivity and curtailing degradation of the nighttime visual environment.  The following are 
requirements for effective outdoor lighting: 

 
A. Fully shielded luminaries shall be required in all outdoor lighting installations, with the 

following exceptions: 
 

(1) Outdoor light fixtures used to illuminate flags, statues, or any other objects mounted 
on a pole, pedestal or platform shall use a very narrow cone of light or shielded 
lights for the purpose of confining the light to the object of interest and minimize 
light spillover and glare.  Compliance with this provision shall be subject to 
approval by the Building Official.  

  
(2) Building facades and architectural features of buildings may be floodlighted when 

the floodlight fixtures are equipped with shields and are located so as to limit the 
fixture’s direct light distribution to the façade or feature being illuminated.  The 
configuration of the floodlight installation shall block all view to the floodlight 
fixture’s lamps from adjacent properties.  Compliance with this provision shall be 
subject to approval by the Building Official. 

 
B. The following lamp types shall be prohibited for outdoor lighting: 
 

(1) Low pressure sodium 
(2) Mercury vapor 

 
C. The quality of the light source shall be a minimum of 65 CRI (color rendering index) as 

indicated by the lamp manufacturer’s data. 
 
D. Outdoor lighting shall be constructed and installed in a manner consistent with this 

section and shall be located so as not produce glare or direct illumination across the 
property line or onto rights-of-way. 

 
E. Pole height.   
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(1) In parking areas containing zero to 150 parking spaces, the maximum height of 
lighting pole standards shall not exceed 25 feet. 

(2) In parking areas containing 151 or more parking spaces, the maximum height of 
lighting pole standards shall not exceed 35 feet. 

(3) For contiguous lots in a multitenant nonresidential development, adjacent parking 
areas may be combined for the purposes of calculating parking spaces used to 
determine maximum pole height. 

 
F. Hours of operation.   
 

(1) Lighting used for the illumination of outdoor sales and eating areas, on-site 
advertising, assembly areas, repair areas, and businesses may be operated during the 
hours that the facilities are open to the public; 
 

(2) Lighting used for the illumination of recreational and sporting areas shall be turned 
off by 11:00 pm on Sunday through Thursday and by 12:00 midnight on Friday and 
Saturday; and  

 
(3) Lighting used for the illumination of walkways, roadways, equipment yards, 

parking areas and outdoor security may be operated anytime." 
 

 
SECTION 2.That all provisions of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Sachse, Texas, 

in conflict with the provisions of this ordinance be and the same are hereby, repealed, and all 
other provisions not in conflict with the provisions of this ordinance shall remain in full force 
and effect. 

 
 SECTION 3. That should any word, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, clause, phrase or 
section of this ordinance, of the Code of Ordinances, as amended hereby, be adjudged or held to 
be unconstitutional, illegal or invalid, the same shall not affect the validity of the remaining 
portions of said ordinance or the Code of Ordinances, as amended hereby, which shall remain in 
full force and effect. 
 
 SECTION 4. That an offense committed before the effective date of this ordinance is 
governed by the prior law and the provisions of the Code of Ordinances, as amended, in effect when 
the offense was committed and the former law is continued in effect for this purpose. 
 
 SECTION 5. That any person, firm or corporation violating any of the provisions or 
terms of this ordinance shall be subject to the same penalty as provided for in the Comprehensive 
Zoning Ordinance of the City of Sachse, as heretofore amended, and upon conviction shall be 
punished by a fine not to exceed the sum of two thousand dollars ($2000.00) for each offense; 
and each and every day such violation shall continue shall be deemed to constitute a separate 
offense. 
 
  SECTION 7.  This ordinance shall take effect immediately from and after its passage 
and the publication of the caption, as the law and Charter in such cases provide. 
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DULY APPROVED AND PASSED by the City Council of the City of Sachse, Texas 
on the _____day of _______________, 2013. 
        
       APPROVED: 
 
       ___________________________________ 
       Mike Felix 
       Mayor 
 

DULY ENROLLED: 
 
_________________________________  
Terry Smith 
City Secretary 

 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
  
_________________________________  
Peter G. Smith 
City Attorney 
(JJG/01-15-13/58998) 
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Title
Consider action to establish a roll-out date for broadcast of Council meetings.

Executive Summary
City Council meetings are being video recorded and now have the capability to be broadcast.

Background
Staff began producing video of Council and board meetings with reasonable quality in 
January 2011. Since then, we have resolved several techinal issues- sound, picture quality, 
connectivity with Time Warner Cable and Verizon Fiber Optic, etc. We also had a major 
accident- water leaking from the ceiling (with some damage). After recent repairs and 
adjustments from the vendor, it appears all the issues have been resolved. Attached is a 
letter from Whitlock, our vendor, stating the system is functioning properly.

Staff would recommend a test broadcast period or limited viewing period to broadcast the 
meetings, then a hard roll-out date, to coincide with notification to the public that the 
broadcasts are being produced on a continuous basis- so the citizens would be aware of this 
new service. Staff believes this process will ultimately encourage more citizen involvement in 
their local government.

Policy Considerations
This action would establish the formal roll-out date of the broadcast of the City Council 
meetings.

Budgetary Considerations
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None.

Staff Recommendations
Council take action to establish a roll-out date for broadcast of Council meetings.
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File #:  Version: 113-1366 Name: CD - MASONRY WALLS DISCUSSION

Status:Type: Agenda Item Agenda Ready

File created: In control:2/8/2013 City Council

On agenda: Final action:2/18/2013

Title: Discuss the existing perimeter masonry walls associated with portions of the Sachse on the Creek 
Phases 1 & 2, Park Lake Estates Phases 2 & 4, Hudson Crossing Phases 1 & 2, and Westgate 
subdivisions.

Executive Summary
Masonry walls were constructed as part of the Sachse on the Creek Phases 1 & 2, Park Lake Estates 
Phases 2 & 4, Hudson Crossing Phases 1 & 2, and Westgate subdivisions.  The long-term 
maintenance options for these portions of perimeter masonry walls will be discussed.

Sponsors:

Indexes:

Code sections:

Attachments: CD - MASONRY WALLS DISCUSSION - PRESENTATION.pdf

CD - MASONRY WALLS DISCUSSION - ATTACHMENT 1.pdf

CD - MASONRY WALLS DISCUSSION - ATTACHMENT 2.pdf

CD - MASONRY WALLS DISCUSSION - ATTACHMENT 3.pdf

CD - MASONRY WALLS DISCUSSION - ATTACHMENT 4.pdf

CD - MASONRY WALLS DISCUSSION - ATTACHMENT 5.pdf

CD - MASONRY WALLS DISCUSSION - ATTACHMENT 6.pdf

CD - MASONRY WALLS DISCUSSION - ATTACHMENT 7.pdf

Action ByDate Action ResultVer.

Title
Discuss the existing perimeter masonry walls associated with portions of the Sachse on the
Creek Phases 1 & 2, Park Lake Estates Phases 2 & 4, Hudson Crossing Phases 1 & 2, and
Westgate subdivisions.

Executive Summary
Masonry walls were constructed as part of the Sachse on the Creek Phases 1 & 2, Park Lake
Estates Phases 2 & 4, Hudson Crossing Phases 1 & 2, and Westgate subdivisions. The long
-term maintenance options for these portions of perimeter masonry walls will be discussed.

Background
This discussion will focus on the perimeter masonry walls associated with portions of the
following four subdivisions:

1.    Sachse on the Creek Phases 1 & 2
2.    Park Lake Estates Phases 2 & 4
3.    Hudson Crossing Phases 1 & 2
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4.    Westgate

In order to gain an historical context, the perimeter masonry walls associated with each of
these subdivisions will be examined individually. Secondly, several options will be presented
in order to formulate an approach to addressing continued maintenance of these walls. 

Sachse on the Creek Phases 1 & 2
The majority of the wall within Phase 1 is located on private property within a 3-foot wall
maintenance easement to be maintained by the Homeowner’s Association (HOA). There
is approximately 185 lineal feet of masonry wall constructed in the private homeowners’
properties outside of the wall maintenance easement. Finally, there is an approximately 2

-foot portion of a column along Teal Court that is located in public right-of-way.

The masonry wall for Phase 2 is located on only one lot that is adjacent to the right-of-way
for Bryan Street. Within this lot an approximately 1-foot portion of a column along Teal
Court is located in public right-of-way. The remainder of the wall is located within a 3-foot

wall maintenance easement.

Both phases are controlled by separate HOA’s. The HOA for Phase 1 of the development
is active, but staff could not identify an active HOA for Phase 2. The Declaration of
Covenants, Conditions and Restrictions for Phase 1 states that the HOA will maintain the

walls.

The survey of Sachse on the Creek Phases 1 & 2 is included as Attachment 1.

Park Lake Estates Phases 2 & 4
The masonry wall for Phase 2 is located within City right-of-way, with the exception of a 52

-foot portion located within private property.

With the exception of a 5-inch portion of a column located in the Rosewood Lane right-of-
way, the masonry wall for Phase 4 is located within a 5-foot screening wall easement.
The recorded Final plat contains a general notation that states, “All easements must be

maintained by the property owner.”

The surveys of Park Lake Estates Phases 2 & 4 are included as Attachments 2 and 3,
respectively.

Hudson Crossing Phases 1 & 2
The entire section of the masonry screening wall adjacent to Miles Road is located on
private property within a 3-foot screening wall easement. The City has performed repairs

on the screening walls for Hudson Crossing on multiple occasions.

The survey of Hudson Crossing Phases 1 & 2 is included as Attachment 4.

Westgate
The Westgate subdivision is essentially divided into two sections--the northern section
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The Westgate subdivision is essentially divided into two sections--the northern section
where the masonry wall is adjacent to Murphy Road and the southern section where the

masonry wall is adjacent to Blackburn Road.

The entire section of the masonry wall in the northern section of Westgate is located either
on private property within 5-foot screening wall easement or on private property outside of
the 5-foot screening wall easement. The portions located on private property outside of
the 5-foot screening wall easement are where the entry features adjacent to Westgate

Drive are constructed.

With the exception of approximately 8 inches of a column the entire section of the
masonry wall in the northern section of Westgate is located either on private property
within 5-foot screening wall easement or on private property outside of the 5-foot
screening wall easement. The portions located on private property outside of the 5-foot
screening wall easement are where the entry features adjacent to Southgate Drive are

constructed.

Within the last 18 months, the City has performed one repair on the masonry wall located
at 6704 Southgate Drive.

It should be noted that the City also has a record of previous correspondence between the
consulting engineer, CCM Engineering and the City Manager, Mr. Lloyd Henderson
discussing responsibility of maintenance of the screening wall. During the platting review,
CCM Engineering inquired as to the responsibility of screening wall maintenance and if
the screening wall easement should be called out on the plat as "5' Screening Wall
easement to the City of Sachse." On December 18, 1997, the City Manager replied by
stating, “The City does take over the maintenance of the wall and the screening wall
easement should be called out as a 5’ easement.” (See Attachment 5 for a copy of the

memo.)  The plat was subsequently labeled as requested.

The surveys of Westgate, northern and southern sections, are included as Attachments 6
and 7, respectively.

Policy Considerations
There are three general options for consideration:
1. Private Maintenance by Individual Homeowners / HOA as dictated by plat and/or

Homeowner’s Association documents.
2. Partnership with Homeowners through Public Improvement District guidelines as
dictated in Texas Local Government Code, Chapter 372. It would be staff’s
intention to provide the mechanism or “roadmap” for this type of partnership, but
the initiation of this type of agreement would be dependent upon the

homeowners.
3. Dedication of easement and associated rights to City of Sachse and

Maintenance of wall by City of Sachse.

The option(s) ultimately chosen will be dependent upon the individual circumstances
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The option(s) ultimately chosen will be dependent upon the individual circumstances
associated with each situation.  

Budgetary Considerations
The budget implications will be dependent upon the policies ultimately adopted.

Staff Recommendations
Based on the information presented, staff seeks direction from City Council regarding the
policies and actions associated with ongoing maintenance of masonry walls.
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City Council

February 18, 2013

OutlineOutlineOutlineOutline

� History

� Background

1. Sachse on the Creek Phases 1 & 2

2. Park Lake Estates Phases 2 & 4

3. Hudson Crossing Phases 1 & 2

4. Westgate

� Options

� Budget Implications

� What’s next?
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HistoryHistoryHistoryHistory

� Prior analysis to find all walls constructed 
prior to the May 21, 2001, which is the date 
where perimeter screening walls became a 
Code requirement.

� Did not include walls maintained by an active 
HOA.

BackgroundBackgroundBackgroundBackground

Sachse  on  the  Creek  Phase  I Sachse  on  the  Creek  Phase  I Sachse  on  the  Creek  Phase  I Sachse  on  the  Creek  Phase  I 

� Majority of the wall within Phase 1 is located 
on private property within a 3-foot wall 
maintenance easement to be maintained by 
the Homeowner’s Association (HOA).

� Approximately 185 lineal feet of masonry wall 
constructed in the private homeowners’ 
properties outside of the wall maintenance 
easement. 

� 2-foot portion of a column along Teal Court 
that is located in public right-of-way.
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BackgroundBackgroundBackgroundBackground

Sachse  on  the  Creek  Phase  II Sachse  on  the  Creek  Phase  II Sachse  on  the  Creek  Phase  II Sachse  on  the  Creek  Phase  II 

� The masonry wall for Phase 2 is located on 
only one lot that is adjacent to the right-of-
way for Bryan Street.  

� Within this lot an approximately 1-foot 
portion of a column along Teal Court is 
located in public right-of-way.  

� The remainder of the wall is located within a 
3-foot wall maintenance easement.

BackgroundBackgroundBackgroundBackground

Sachse  on  the  Creek  Phases  I & II Sachse  on  the  Creek  Phases  I & II Sachse  on  the  Creek  Phases  I & II Sachse  on  the  Creek  Phases  I & II 

Phase I

Phase II
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BackgroundBackgroundBackgroundBackground

Sachse  on  the  Creek  Phases  I & II Sachse  on  the  Creek  Phases  I & II Sachse  on  the  Creek  Phases  I & II Sachse  on  the  Creek  Phases  I & II 

Wall Location

Private Property (within easement)

Private Property (outside of easement)

Public Right-of-Way

BackgroundBackgroundBackgroundBackground

Sachse  on  the  Creek  Phase  I Sachse  on  the  Creek  Phase  I Sachse  on  the  Creek  Phase  I Sachse  on  the  Creek  Phase  I 
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BackgroundBackgroundBackgroundBackground

Sachse  on  the  Creek  Phase  I Sachse  on  the  Creek  Phase  I Sachse  on  the  Creek  Phase  I Sachse  on  the  Creek  Phase  I 

BackgroundBackgroundBackgroundBackground

Sachse  on  the  Creek  Phase  II Sachse  on  the  Creek  Phase  II Sachse  on  the  Creek  Phase  II Sachse  on  the  Creek  Phase  II 
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BackgroundBackgroundBackgroundBackground

Park  Lake  Estates  Phase  II Park  Lake  Estates  Phase  II Park  Lake  Estates  Phase  II Park  Lake  Estates  Phase  II 

� The masonry wall for Phase 2 is located 
within City right-of-way, with the exception of 
a 52-foot portion located within private 
property.

BackgroundBackgroundBackgroundBackground

Park  Lake  Estates  Phase  IVPark  Lake  Estates  Phase  IVPark  Lake  Estates  Phase  IVPark  Lake  Estates  Phase  IV

� With the exception of a 5-inch portion of a 
column located in the Rosewood Lane right-
of-way, the masonry wall for Phase 4 is 
located within a 5-foot screening wall 
easement.  

� The recorded Final plat contains a general 
notation that states, “All easements must be 
maintained by the property owner.”
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BackgroundBackgroundBackgroundBackground

Park  Lake  Estates  Phases  II & IV Park  Lake  Estates  Phases  II & IV Park  Lake  Estates  Phases  II & IV Park  Lake  Estates  Phases  II & IV 

Phase IV

Phase II

BackgroundBackgroundBackgroundBackground

Park  Lake  Estates  Phases  II & IV Park  Lake  Estates  Phases  II & IV Park  Lake  Estates  Phases  II & IV Park  Lake  Estates  Phases  II & IV 

Wall Location

Private Property (outside of easement)

Public Right-of-Way
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BackgroundBackgroundBackgroundBackground

Park  Lake  Estates  Phases  II & IV Park  Lake  Estates  Phases  II & IV Park  Lake  Estates  Phases  II & IV Park  Lake  Estates  Phases  II & IV 

Wall Location

Private Property (within easement)

Public Right-of-Way

BackgroundBackgroundBackgroundBackground

Park  Lake  Estates  Phase  IIPark  Lake  Estates  Phase  IIPark  Lake  Estates  Phase  IIPark  Lake  Estates  Phase  II
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BackgroundBackgroundBackgroundBackground

Park  Lake  Estates  Phase  IV Park  Lake  Estates  Phase  IV Park  Lake  Estates  Phase  IV Park  Lake  Estates  Phase  IV 

BackgroundBackgroundBackgroundBackground

Hudson  Crossing  Phases  I & II Hudson  Crossing  Phases  I & II Hudson  Crossing  Phases  I & II Hudson  Crossing  Phases  I & II 

� The entire section of the masonry screening 
wall adjacent to Miles Road is located on 
private property within a 3-foot screening 
wall easement.  

� The City has performed repairs on the 
screening walls on multiple occasions.
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BackgroundBackgroundBackgroundBackground

Hudson  Crossing  Phases  I & II Hudson  Crossing  Phases  I & II Hudson  Crossing  Phases  I & II Hudson  Crossing  Phases  I & II 

Phase I

Phase II

Phase I

BackgroundBackgroundBackgroundBackground

Hudson  Crossing  Phases  I & II Hudson  Crossing  Phases  I & II Hudson  Crossing  Phases  I & II Hudson  Crossing  Phases  I & II 

Wall Location

Private Property (within easement)

Private Property (outside of easement)
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BackgroundBackgroundBackgroundBackground

Hudson  Crossing  Phases  I & II Hudson  Crossing  Phases  I & II Hudson  Crossing  Phases  I & II Hudson  Crossing  Phases  I & II 

BackgroundBackgroundBackgroundBackground

Hudson  Crossing  Phases  I & II Hudson  Crossing  Phases  I & II Hudson  Crossing  Phases  I & II Hudson  Crossing  Phases  I & II 



12

BackgroundBackgroundBackgroundBackground

Hudson  Crossing  Phases  I & II Hudson  Crossing  Phases  I & II Hudson  Crossing  Phases  I & II Hudson  Crossing  Phases  I & II 

BackgroundBackgroundBackgroundBackground

Westgate Westgate Westgate Westgate –––– Northern SectionNorthern SectionNorthern SectionNorthern Section

� The entire section of the masonry wall in the 
northern section of Westgate is located either 
on private property within 5-foot screening 
wall easement or on private property outside 
of the 5-foot screening wall easement.  

� The portions located on private property 
outside of the 5-foot screening wall easement 
are where the entry features adjacent to 
Westgate Drive are constructed.
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BackgroundBackgroundBackgroundBackground

Westgate Westgate Westgate Westgate –––– Southern SectionSouthern SectionSouthern SectionSouthern Section

� With the exception of approximately 8 inches of a 
column the entire section of the masonry wall in 
the northern section of Westgate is located either 
on private property within 5-foot screening wall 
easement or on private property outside of the 5-
foot screening wall easement.  

� The portions located on private property outside 
of the 5-foot screening wall easement are where 
the entry features adjacent to Southgate Drive are 
constructed.

� Within the last 18 months, the City has 
performed one repair on the masonry wall 
located at 6704 Southgate Drive.

BackgroundBackgroundBackgroundBackground

WestgateWestgateWestgateWestgate
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BackgroundBackgroundBackgroundBackground

WestgateWestgateWestgateWestgate

Northern Section

Southern Section

BackgroundBackgroundBackgroundBackground

Westgate Westgate Westgate Westgate –––– Northern SectionNorthern SectionNorthern SectionNorthern Section

Wall Location

Private Property (within easement)

Private Property (outside of easement)
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BackgroundBackgroundBackgroundBackground

Westgate Westgate Westgate Westgate –––– Southern SectionSouthern SectionSouthern SectionSouthern Section

Wall Location

Private Property (within easement)

Private Property (outside of easement)

Public Right-of-Way

BackgroundBackgroundBackgroundBackground

Westgate Westgate Westgate Westgate –––– Northern SectionNorthern SectionNorthern SectionNorthern Section
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BackgroundBackgroundBackgroundBackground

Westgate Westgate Westgate Westgate –––– Northern SectionNorthern SectionNorthern SectionNorthern Section

BackgroundBackgroundBackgroundBackground

Westgate Westgate Westgate Westgate –––– Northern SectionNorthern SectionNorthern SectionNorthern Section
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BackgroundBackgroundBackgroundBackground

Westgate Westgate Westgate Westgate –––– Southern SectionSouthern SectionSouthern SectionSouthern Section

BackgroundBackgroundBackgroundBackground

Westgate Westgate Westgate Westgate –––– Southern SectionSouthern SectionSouthern SectionSouthern Section
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BackgroundBackgroundBackgroundBackground

Westgate Westgate Westgate Westgate –––– Southern SectionSouthern SectionSouthern SectionSouthern Section

Legal  FrameworkLegal  FrameworkLegal  FrameworkLegal  Framework

� Ordinances

� Limitations on use of public funds for 
improvements on private property

� Past Maintenance performed by City

� Limitations of City staff to enter into a 
binding agreement
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OptionsOptionsOptionsOptions

1. Private Maintenance by Individual 
Homeowners / HOA

2. Public Improvement District (Texas Local 
Government Code Chapter 372)

3. Dedication of easement to City & City 
Maintenance

Option #1Option #1Option #1Option #1

1. Private Maintenance by Individual 
Homeowners / HOA

� Supported by current legal framework 
(example:  Orchard Groves)

� Notification of individual homeowners 
and/or HOA
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Option #2Option #2Option #2Option #2

2. Public Improvement District (Texas Local 
Government Code Chapter 372)

� Would entail a city-wide policy adoption 
to provide a “roadmap” for property 
owner participation

� Property owners would need to “opt in” 
and/or initiate this process

Option #3Option #3Option #3Option #3

3. Dedication of easement to City & City 
Maintenance

� Would require voluntary dedication by 
property owner

� Discussion of fence materials to be used 
(e.g., masonry screen wall, wood fence, 
etc.)

� Future maintenance concerns (e.g., 
matching of bricks as they become 
aged/weathered)
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Budget  ImplicationsBudget  ImplicationsBudget  ImplicationsBudget  Implications

� Costs to City

� Easements

� Maintenance

� Replacement

� Notification of Residents

Next  StepsNext  StepsNext  StepsNext  Steps

� Approach for each of four subdivisions

1. Sachse on the Creek Phases 1 & 2

2. Park Lake Estates Phases 2 & 4

3. Hudson Crossing Phases 1 & 2

4. Westgate
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File #:  Version: 113-1374 Name: CD - HWY 78 PROPERTY ECON DEVT

Status:Type: Agenda Item Agenda Ready

File created: In control:2/12/2013 City Council

On agenda: Final action:2/18/2013

Title: The City Council shall convene into Executive Session pursuant to the TEXAS GOVERNMENT 
CODE, Section §551.071 (Consultation with Attorney) and § 551.087 (Economic Development) to 
seek legal advice and to deliberate on economic development incentives and financial prospects for 
property located on the Northwest side of State Highway 78, approximately 500 feet Northeast of the 
intersection of Ranch Road and State Highway 78.

Consider any action necessary as a result of executive session.

Executive Summary
Closed Executive Session as provided by State Law.

Sponsors:

Indexes:

Code sections:

Attachments:

Action ByDate Action ResultVer.

Title

The City Council shall convene into Executive Session pursuant to the TEXAS 

GOVERNMENT CODE, Section §551.071 (Consultation with Attorney) and § 551.087 

(Economic Development) to seek legal advice and to deliberate on economic development 

incentives and financial prospects for property located on the Northwest side of State 

Highway 78, approximately 500 feet Northeast of the intersection of Ranch Road and State 

Highway 78.

Consider any action necessary as a result of executive session.

Executive Summary
Closed Executive Session as provided by State Law.

Background
This agenda item is provided for the City Council to meet in executive session with the City 
Attorney to deliberate the offer of a financial incentive to a business prospect, in accordance 
with Texas Government Code.

Policy Considerations
None.
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Budgetary Considerations
None.

Staff Recommendations
Conduct executive session and take any action appropriate.
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